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The Belton Area Chamber of 
Commerce invites everyone to help 
celebrate the 4th of July in Belton by 
bringing your talents to sell and share 
at the Festival on Nolan Creek. The 
festival is open to the public free of 
charge from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm on 
Saturday, July 4th, 2009.

The Festival on Nolan Creek is 
held in Yettie Polk Park and Confeder-
ate Park and has more to o� er than 
vendors. The Texas Old Time Fiddler•s 
contest is returning to Yettie Polk Park 
for the ninth year. Yettie Polk Park is 

located one-fourth of a mile south 
of Central Avenue at the intersection 
of Central Avenue and Highway 317 
(Main Street) and Confederate Park is 
located just o�  of I-35 on Confederate 
Park Rd..

In the January issue of Texas 
Highways Magazine, the readers rated 
Belton as one of the •Best Things To Do 
on the 4th of JulyŽ and rated the 4th 
of July Celebration Parade in the top 
10 in Texas, placing us in the company 
of parades in Dallas, Houston, and 
Galveston.

Festival on Nolan Creek: 
Family Fun for Everyone

The Fourth of July in Belton is a 
tradition that means shared memo-
ries and a little something di� erent 
to nearly everybody. These traditions 
and memories include parades that 
broke down, Yettie Polk Park events 
that got rained out, and blistered skin 
from the July 4th sun.

But center stage in the Celebration 
is - and always has been - the rodeo.

The Belton July 4th rodeo became 
an o�  cial part of the Independence 
Day Celebration in 1924. Before then, 
July 4th was a day when people from 
miles around met in one place, and 
the young blades who wanted to 
prove something to themselves or 
somebody else roped a few goats and 
saddle-broke a bronco or two. This ro-
deo arena was at the top of •Penelope 
Street Hill,Ž where Bell County now 
has Precinct One Road and Bridge 
Department barn. That area was just 
as rocky and hot and dry in 1924 as it 
is today.

Farmers who wanted horses broke 
to the saddle brought them in. Some 
farmer always had some calves he al-
lowed the use of, out of the goodness 
of his heart, for roping.

Bulls came in the same category. 
Any cowhand who felt brave could 
volunteer to ride a bucking bull. That 
was before the days of raising buck-
ing bulls for rodeo. In the early days, 

any range bull they could catch and 
get into the chute was the victim.

In 1926, the Belton Area Chamber 
of Commerce realized it had a gold 
mine in the rodeo and decided to 
buy its own stock.

In the early 1930s Belton rodeo 
became joined the Cowboys Turtle 
Association, which is now the Profes-
sional Rodeo Cowboys Association. 
Belton had one of the � rst night 
rodeos in the southwest, which lasted 
until 1:30 a.m.

After the end of World War II, the 
Belton Area Chamber of Commerce 
voted to build a new rodeo arena 
in Confederate Park. Once the huge 
arena, wooden bleachers, stock pens 
and chutes were built, Belton began 
to draw the top professional cowboys.

The rodeo grew to the point that 
additional bleachers were stacked on 
with metal seats.

Night performances went to a 
minimum of three, usually four, and 
the show grew and grew and grew.

Now in the air condition comfort 
of the Bell County Expo Center with 
sliding, padded seats and music and 
� ags and color and fanfare, Belton•s 
July 4 rodeos are still the center of 
attention.

Adapted from a history written by 
Berneta Peeples

History of the Rodeo in
Belton, Texas 1924-2008
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Lieutenant General Rick Lynch
Commanding General
III Armored Corps and Fort Hood
Fort Hood, Texas

Lieutenant General Lynch assumed 
command of III Armored Corps and Fort 
Hood, Fort Hood, Texas on 18 July 2008.

Lieutenant General Lynch is a gradu-
ate of the United States Military Academy 
where he was commissioned as a Regular 
Army Engineer O�  cer. As an engineer, 
he commanded both a combat engineer 
company and a mobile assault bridge 
company. General Lynch later branch 
transferred to Armor. As an armor � eld 
grade o�  cer, Lieutenant General Lynch 
was assigned to 11th Armored Cavalry 
Regiment where he served as S3 (Opera-
tions) for the 1st Squadron and later as the 
Regimental Executive O�  cer.

Lieutenant General Lynch command-
ed 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment 
(Mustang), 1st Cavalry Division, Fort Hood, 
Texas. Upon graduation from the United 

States Army War College, he commanded 
the 1st Brigade, 4th Infantry Division 
(Mechanized). After brigade command 
he was assigned to the Joint Advanced 
War� ghting Program (Joint Sta� ) where 
he worked joint concept development 
and joint experimentation.

Lieutenant General Lynch attended 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy where he obtained a Masters degree 
in Mechanical Engineering focusing in 
Robotics. He used that education as the 
Robotics Project O�  cer in the Directorate 
of Combat Development at the Armor 
Center and later as the Armor Center•s 
Chief of Force Development.

Lieutenant General Lynch•s � ag 
assignments include Assistant Division 
Commander (Support), 4th Infantry 
Division (Mechanized), Fort Hood, Texas 
and Assistant Chief of Sta�  for Opera-
tions, later Chief of Sta� , Kosovo Force 
(KFOR). He also served as Deputy Chief of 
Sta�  for Operations at Allied Joint Force 
Command-Naples. While in this NATO 

command, MG Lynch commanded the 
Deployable Joint Task Force (DJTF) of the 
NATO Response Force. Lieutenant General 
Lynch was then assigned as the Deputy 
Chief of Sta�  for Strategic E� ects for the 
Multinational Force Iraq (MNF-I) and the 
MNF-I spokesman.

Lieutenant General Lynch•s most 
recent assignment was as the Com-
manding General, Third Infantry Division 
(Mechanized) and Fort Stewart/Hunter 
Army Air� eld. Lieutenant General Lynch 
deployed the Division as part of the Presi-
dential •surgeŽ and assumed the Southern 
Baghdad Area of Operations as Multi-Na-
tional Division-Center on 1 April 2007.

Lieutenant General Lynch•s awards and 
decorations include the Distinguished Ser-
vice Medal, Defense Superior Service Medal 
(with Oak Leaf Cluster), Legion of Merit 
(with Oak Leaf Cluster), Soldier•s Medal, 
Bronze Star Medal (with Oak Leaf Cluster), 
Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meri-
torious Service Medal (4 Oak Leaf Clusters), 
Joint Service Commendation Medal, 

Army Commendation Medal (3 Oak Leaf 
Clusters), and Army Achievement Medal 
(with Oak Leaf Cluster). He has also been 
awarded the Parachutist•s Badge and the 
Joint Chiefs of Sta�  Identi� cation Badge.

Lieutenant General Lynch was born 
and raised in Hamilton, Ohio but has spent 
the majority of his adult life in Texas. His 
hobbies and interests include weight lift-
ing and golf.

2009 4th of July Celebration & PRCA Rodeo
Patriotic Program Speaker and Parade Grand Marshal

The 4th of July Parade is held each 
year for the bene� t of more than 30,000 
spectators and the many participants 
involved. The purpose of this Parade 
is to express patriotism, nostalgia, and 
traditional family values (•Mom, Dad, 
and Apple PieŽ).

The Belton Area Chamber of Com-
merce invites everyone to participate 
on Saturday, July 4th, 2009 by attend-
ing the  •Hallmarks of Our HeritageŽ 
4th of July Parade. There will be � oats, 
bands, marching units, decorated ve-
hicles, antique cars, decorated bicycles, 
etc. Participants are encouraged to in-
corporate the parade theme, Hallmarks 
of Our Heritage, into their entry.

The � rst parade was held in the 
mid 1800•s and has been an annual 
event in Belton since 1919. This long 
time Belton tradition starts at 10:00 
a.m. on Main Street at 10th Avenue, 
travels south on Main Street to 
Central Avenue, turns east on Central 
Avenue, turns left on Birdwell and 
ends on 4th Ave.

We are proud that in 2008 USA 
Today named the Belton 4th of July 
Parade as one the Nations •Top Ten 
Places to Fly Your Flag on the 4thŽ 
placing us in the ranks of the Wash-
ington D.C. Paradeand that in the 
January 2001 issue of Texas High-
ways Magazine, the readers rated 
Belton as one of the •Best Things To 
Do on the 4th of JulyŽ and rated our 
4th of July Celebration Parade in 
the top 10 in Texas, placing us in the 
company of parades in Dallas, Hous-
ton, and Galveston. Don•t just take 
their word for it, come spend awhile 
on the Chisholm Trail to celebrate 
our nation•s independence. 

4th of July Celebration Parade: 
An Annual Event Since 1919



4 �„  Belton Rodeo �„  Thursday, July 2, 2009

Brian Bates

Mike Beevers

Duane Biels

Forest Gullett

Beverly Jones

Dennis Jones

Claudia Jupe

Darren Jupe

Jackie Condon

Charlie She�  eld

Sheryl She�  eld

Lucinda Smith

Keith Smith

Je�  Jarosek

Amy Jarosek

Andy Thorne

Nancy Rains

Ricky Kuykendall

Belton Area Chamber of Commerce 
2009 PRCA Rodeo Committee Rodeo announcer Charlie Throck-

morton•s career spans more than 30 
years. He announced his � rst rodeo in 
1969 while still in high school. Now 
a Gold Card member of the PRCA, 
Throckmorton has covered rodeo 
and bull ridings in 44 states across 
the nation. Some of the major events 
he has announced include: 

€ 1991 Wrangler National Finals Ro-
deo (announcing team)

€ 3 time announcer PBR World Finals 
- Las Vegas, NV

€ 8 time announcer National Finals 
Steer Roping

€ 10 time announcer Texas PRCA Cir-
cuit Finals Rodeo

€ Dodge National Circuit Finals Rodeo

€ X-treme National Finals Bull Riding 
- Reno, NV

€ Announcer 2007 & 2008 Fort Worth 
Stock Show & Rodeo

 In April 2007, Charlie was induct-
ed into the Texas Rodeo Cowboy Hall 
of Fame. This honor is in recognition 
of his abilities and contributions to 
the sport of rodeo.

 Charlie Throckmorton•s voice has 
been heard on live NBC television 
billboards, as well as many state fairs 
and rodeos throughout the country.

 Charlie lives in Cleburne, Texas 
where he enjoys riding his Heritage 
Softail Harley Davidson as a hobby. 
He has a son, Taylor, a daughter, Katy, 
and a granddaughter, Autum. 

Announcer - Charlie Throckmorton

The Lancaster and Pickett Pro Rodeo 
Company out of Fair� eld, Texas, is not just 
another rodeo company. This is a produc-
tion company.

•These guys are for real,Ž Doug Mathis, 
PRCA rodeo announcer, said. •They don•t 
just bring great stock to the rodeo, they 
bring the whole game and the know how 
to play.Ž From exciting pre-rodeo entertain-
ment with Nashville recording artist Trish 
Lynn, to the crowd favorite All American 
Cowgirl Chicks with their jam packed, fast 
past, trick riding and team drills. •Not only 
are the Cowgirl Chicks bringing fans back 
night after night, they are opening the 

eyes of the rodeo world,Ž Chad Lancaster, 
co-owner of the Lancaster and Pickett Pro 
Rodeo Company.

The Lancaster and Pickett Pro Rodeo 
Company is dedicated to making pro ro-
deo what it•s suppose to be . professional!

Chad Lancaster has been involved in 
the production end of producing rodeos 
since he was old enough to help his dad 
who owns the Lancaster Rodeo Company 
and has produced some of the top rodeos 
in Texas for more than 26 years. Co-owner 
Cullen Pickett has a similar background 
where his dad worked as a pickup man for 
more than 30 years before retiring to run 
their cattle operation.

The new PRCA duet already o� ers 
some of the best stock available for con-
testants to compete on with plans already 
in the works to purchase several feature 
animals before next year. Lancaster and 
Pickett will always make sure that their 
stock is of premier quality to assure every 
contestant on both ends of the arena that 
they will have a •fair shake.Ž That•s what 
brings the cowboys back and that•s what 
they o� er. Lancaster and Pickett Pro Rodeo 
Company brings a lot of energy, color, 
exciting livestock, professional sta�  from 
top to bottom and a pure dedication to 
making your rodeo the best it•s ever been!

Stock Contractor

When it comes to everyone•s 
favorite bull riding, protection is their 
game Mark Bennett from Seabrook, 
TX and Wesley McManus, Elgin, TX 
are the bull� ghters selected for this 
year•s rodeo. 2009 will mark the 9th 
appearance for Mark Bennett who 
prides himself as a cowboy protec-
tor and the 3rd appearance for 
Wesley McManus. Wesley McManus 
is the 2001 Reserve World Cham-
pion Protection Bull� ghter with the 
Professional Bull� ghters Tour. In 2001 

Wesley worked Belton 4th of July 
Rodeo in the team competition of the 
Miller Lite Professional Bull� ghter•s 
Tour. Mark and Wesley are aggressive 
cowboy protectors and they have the 
ability to protect bull riders no matter 
what situation may arise. Be watching 
for Mark and Wesley in the commu-
nity during the week of the rodeo, 
educating children on the history of 
rodeo, promoting the rodeo on the 
radio and signing autographs at busi-
nesses throughout the county.

Bull Fighters
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Rodney Gaston, alias •Shotgun RodneyŽ brings 
color and humor to the world of professional 
rodeo. A twenty-� ve-year veteran in the industry, 
Gaston knows what it takes to bring superior 
quality entertainment to the arena. Whether 
watching one of •Shotgun•sŽ comedy acts or lis-
tening to some of his hilarious jokes, there is one 
overwhelming fact apparent to all - the audience 
is having fun!

Not just another wacky clown, Gaston•s 
professional talents extend far beyond his comic 
abilities. He has been welcomed in all rodeo 
towns performing professional promotional 
work. Rodney, a Houston, Texas native, works 
with his animals; •Doc HolidayŽ, trained Brahma 
bull; •SpiritŽ and •FlashŽ, roman riding ponies; 
and a comedy clown car to promote rodeos and 
entertain the fans who attend. 

2009 Barrelman - “Shotgun” Rodney Gaston

Wearing the patriotic colors of red, white and 
blue, Trish Lynn and the All American Cowgirl 
Chicks® are an equestrian drill team, exemplify-
ing the true meaning of their western heritage 
as they entertain crowds while riding for a cure 
for cancer. The Cowgirl Chicks carry the American 
and Texas � ags as they perform an aggressive 10-
minute routine to upbeat music.

In 2003, the Chicks rode in more than 40 per-
formances throughout Texas. The Chicks also per-
form regularly at the Stockyards Championship 

Rodeo in Fort Worth, TX. The Chicks have been 
invited to various parades and rodeos, including 
the Fort Worth Stock Show Parade and Grand En-
try where they placed 2nd among 293 equestrian 
entries. The girls have a pivot routine as they post 
the colors and set up for grand entries. The Chicks 
have participated in many fund raisers. They ride 
and raise money for cancer patients. They visit 
nursing homes and distributed toys to children at 
the Cook•s Children Hospital in Fort Worth during 
the holidays. 

All American Cowgirl Chicks

Thursday, July 2

PRCA Rodeo
Military Appreciation Night

7:00pm - Expo Center
Mutton Bustin•

Friday, July 3

PRCA Rodeo
Family Appreciation Night

7:00pm - Expo Center
Mutton Bustin•, Stickhorse Grand Entry

Saturday, July 4

Patriotic Program
9:00am - North Steps of
Bell County Courthouse

Parade
sponsored by Coufal-Prater Equipment Co.

10:00am - Noon
10th St., Main, Central & Birdwell - 

Downtown Belton

Festival on Nolan Creek
sponsored by Stanley Ford- Belton

11:00am - 4:00pm
Yettie Polk Park

PRCA Rodeo
7:00pm - Expo Center

Mutton Bustin•

Thursday, July 2 - 4

Western Gift Show
@ Bell County Expo Center

5:30pm - End of Rodeo

Carnival
@ Confederate Park

10:00am to Midnight

Schedule of
Events
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Rodeo competition, in the begin-
ning, was a natural extension of the 
daily challenges cowboys confronted 
on the ranch -- roping calves and 
breaking broncs into saddle horses.

Bull riding, which is intentionally 
climbing on the back of a 2,000-
pound bull, emerged from the fear-
less and possibly fool-hardy nature of 
the cowboy. The risks are obvious. Se-
rious injury is always a possibility for 
those fearless enough to sit astride an 
animal that literally weighs a ton and 
is usually equipped with dangerous 
horns. Regardless, cowboys do it, fans 
love it and bull riding ranks as one of 
rodeo•s most popular events.

Bull riding is dangerous and 
predictably exciting, demanding 
intense physical prowess, supreme 
mental toughness and courage. Like 
bareback and saddle bronc riders, the 
bull rider may use only one hand to 
stay aboard during the eight-second 
ride. If he touches the bull or himself 
with his free hand, he receives no 
score. But unlike the other rough-
stock contestants, bull riders are not 
required to mark out their animals. 
While spurring a bull can add to the 
cowboy•s score, riders are commonly 

judged solely on their ability to stay 
aboard the twisting, bucking mass 
of muscle.

Balance, � exibility, coordination, 
quick re� exes and, perhaps above 
all, a strong mental attitude are the 
stu�  of which good bull riders are 
made.

To stay aboard the bull, a rider 
grasps a � at braided rope, which is 
wrapped around the bull•s chest just 
behind the front legs and over its 
withers. One end of the bull rope, 
called the tail, is threaded through 
a loop on the other end and tight-
ened around the bull. The rider 
then wraps the tail around his hand, 
sometimes weaving it through his 
� ngers to further secure his grip.

Then he nods his head, the chute 
gate swings open, and he and the 
bull explode into the arena.

Every bull is unique in its bucking 
habits. A bull may dart to the left, 
then to the right, then rear back. 
Some spin or continuously circle in 
one spot in the arena. Others add 
jumps or kicks to their spins, while 
others might jump and kick in a 
straight line or move side to side 
while bucking. 

Bull Riding

Most cowboys agree that bareback 
riding is the most physically demand-
ing event in rodeo, taking an immense 
toll on the cowboy•s body. Muscles 
are stretched to the limit, joints are 
pulled and pounded mercilessly, and 
ligaments are strained and frequently 
rearranged. The strength of bareback 
broncs is exceptional, and challenging 
them is often costly.

Bareback riders endure more abuse, 
su� er more injuries and carry away 
more long-term damage than all other 
rodeo cowboys.

To stay aboard the horse, a bare-
back rider uses a rigging made of 
leather and constructed to meet PRCA 
safety speci� cations. The rigging, 
which resembles a suitcase handle on 
a strap, is placed atop the horse•s with-
ers and secured with a cinch.

As the bronc and rider burst from 
the chute, the rider must have both 

spurs touching the horse•s shoulders 
until the horse•s feet hit the ground 
after the initial move from the chute. 
This is called •marking out.Ž If the cow-
boy fails to do this, he is disquali� ed.

As the bronc bucks, the rider pulls 
his knees up, rolling his spurs up 
the horse•s shoulders. As the horse 
descends, the cowboy straightens 
his legs, returning his spurs over 
the point of the horse•s shoulders in 
anticipation of the next jump.

Making a quali� ed ride and earn-
ing a money-winning score requires 
more than just strength. A bare-
back rider is judged on his spurring 
technique, the degree to which his 
toes remain turned out while he is 
spurring and his willingness to take 
whatever might come during his ride.

It•s a tough way to make a living, 
all right. But, according to bareback 
riders, it•s the cowboy way. 

Bareback Riding
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Speed and strength are the 
name of the game in steer wres-
tling. In fact, with a world record 
sitting at 2.4 seconds, steer wres-
tling is the quickest event in rodeo.

The objective of the steer 
wrestler, who is also known as a 
•bulldogger,Ž is to use strength and 
technique to wrestle a steer to the 
ground as quickly as possible.

That sounds simple enough.
Here•s the catch: the steer 

generally weighs more than twice 
as much as the cowboy and, at 
the time the two come together, 
they•re both often traveling at 30 
miles per hour. Speed and preci-
sion, the two most important in-
gredients in steer wrestling, make 
bulldogging one of rodeo•s most 
challenging events.

As with tie-down and team 

ropers, the bulldogger starts 
on horseback in a box. A break-
away rope barrier is attached to 
the steer and stretched across 
the open end of the box. The 
steer gets a head start that is 
determined by the size of the 
arena. When the steer reaches the 
advantage point, the barrier is 
released and the bulldogger takes 
off in pursuit. If the bulldogger 
breaks the barrier before the steer 
reaches his head start, a 10-sec-
ond penalty is assessed.

In addition to strength, two 
other skills critical to success in 
steer wrestling are timing and 
balance.

When the cowboy reaches the 
steer, he slides down and off the 
right side of his galloping horse, 
hooks his right arm around the 

steer•s right horn, grasps the left 
horn with his left hand and, us-
ing strength and leverage, slows 
the animal and wrestles it to the 
ground. His work isn•t complete 
until the steer is on its side with 
all four feet pointing the same 
direction. That•s still not all there 
is to it.

To catch the sprinting steer, 
the cowboy uses a •hazer,Ž who is 
another mounted cowboy who 
gallops his horse along the right 
side of the steer and keeps it from 
veering away from the bulldogger.

The efforts of the hazer can be 
nearly as important as those of 
the steer wrestler. For that reason, 
and the fact that he sometimes 
supplies the bulldogger with a 
horse, the hazer often receives a 
fourth of the payoff.

Steer Wrestling

As with saddle bronc riding and 
team roping, the roots of tie-down 
roping can be traced back to the 
working ranches of the Old West. 
When calves were sick or injured, 
cowboys had to rope and immo-
bilize them quickly for veterinary 
treatment. Ranch hands prided 
themselves on the speed with 
which they could rope and tie 
calves, and they soon turned their 
work into informal contests.

As the event matured, being a 
good horseman and a fast sprinter 
became as important to the com-
petitive tie-down roper as being 
quick and accurate with a rope.

Today, the mounted cowboy 
starts from a box, a three-sided 
fenced area adjacent to the chute 

holding the calf. The fourth side of 
the box opens into the arena.

The calf receives a head start that 
is determined by the length of the 
arena. One end of a breakaway rope 
barrier is looped around the calf•s 
neck and stretched across the open 
end of the box. When the calf reach-
es its advantage point, the barrier 
is released. If the roper breaks the 
barrier before the calf reaches its 
head start, the cowboy is assessed a 
10-second penalty.

The horse is trained to come to a 
stop as soon as the cowboy throws 
his loop and catches the calf. The 
cowboy then dismounts, sprints 
to the calf and throws it by hand, a 
maneuver called � anking. If the calf 
is not standing when the cowboy 

reaches it, he must allow the calf to 
get back on its feet before � anking 
it. After the calf is � anked, the roper 
ties any three legs together with 
a pigging string -- a short, looped 
rope he clenches in his teeth during 
the run.

While the contestant is accom-
plishing all of that, his horse must 
pull back hard enough to eliminate 
any slack in the rope, but not so 
hard as to drag the calf.

When the roper � nishes tying the
calf, he throws his hands in the air as 
a signal that the run is completed. 
The roper then remounts his horse, 
rides forward to create slack in the 
rope and waits six seconds to see if 
the calf remains tied. If the calf kicks 
free, the roper receives no time.

Calf Roping
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