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By Don Bolding
Killeen Daily Herald

As credit tightened up after 
the subprime mortgage bub-
ble burst, numbers of  homes 
sold in the area served by the 
Fort Hood Area Association 
of  Realtors dropped below 200 
in September for the Þ rst time 
since January 2007 and hit a 
low of  147 in November be-
fore a December upswing that 
probably was due to the end of  
the election season and a grad-
ual loosening of  credit.

At the same time, plummet-
ing home prices because of  a 
surfeit of  houses on the mar-
ket elsewhere in the coun-
try, plus gradually increasing 
prices locally, dropped Killeen 
to ninth most affordable hous-
ing market in the country. It 
had been in either Þ rst or sec-
ond place as most affordable 
for years in records released 
annually by Coldwell Banker 
Real Estate.

The price increases were 
due mainly to increased gov-
ernment regulation concern-
ing the quality of  building and 
size of  lots, price hikes for pe-
troleum-based building mate-
rials, the availability of  land 
in denser population, and at-
tempts by Realtors to keep 
prices as high as they could 
in sales where a seller really 
needed to sell but faced a loss 
because of  low equity.

Homes sold in December to-
taled 218 with an average price 
of  $125,965 and an average of  
126 days on the market, accord-
ing to Þ gures supplied by Re-
altors association spokesman 
Jose Segarra of  ExitHome-
vetsRealty. The total of  days 
on the market were the longest of  the year, sug-
gesting that some homes that had been on the 
market for quite a while Þ nally sold in Decem-
ber, when the number of  months of  inventory 
dropped to 7.19 from a high of  12.01 in Novem-
ber. Months of  inventory means the estimated 
time it would take to sell all the houses on the 
market at the time.

Also in November, only 147 
homes were sold, but the aver-
age price was higher, $129,704 
compared with $125,965 in 
December.

When the year ended, 2,842 
homes had been sold, com-
pared with 3,154 at the end 
of  2007. The average price for 
2008 was $127,407; in 2007, it 
had been $123,423.

Coldwell Banker bases its 
averages on a house with 
speciÞ c features that would 
have cost $145,812 in Killeen 
at the time the report was re-
leased in September. It would 
have cost $136,725 12 months 
previously.

For years, Killeen had been 
in Þ rst or second place ahead 
or behind of  Minot, N.D., a 
city of  comparable size with 
a large Air Force base next 
door, so market dynamics 
are similar. In 2008, Minot 
dropped to sixth place be-
hind Sioux City, Iowa; Jack-
son, Mich.; Akron and Can-
ton, Ohio, and Grayling, 
Mich.

KilleenÕs Þ gures for the rest 
of  2008 were:

January, 212 homes sold 
for an average $125,503;

February, 250 for an aver-
age $125,970;

March, 279 for an average 
$122,674;

April, 284 for an average 
$124,927;

May, 277 for an average 
$134,872;

June, 293 for an average 
$128,933;

July, 292 for an average 
$131,908;

August, 228 for an average 
$131,243;

September, 186 for an av-
erage $122,435;

October, 176 for an average $121,646.
All Þ gures are based on the Realtors asso-

ciationÕs Multiple Listing Service for single-
family houses.

Contact Don Bolding at dbolding@kdhnews.
com or (254) 501-7557.
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Herald/STEVEN DOLL

New homes are built in Kil leen off Stan Schlueter Loop.

Home sales slow in area, 
pick up near year’s end

Homes sold in 
December totaled 

218 with an 
average price of 
$125,965 and an 
average of 126 

days on the market, 
according to 

Þ gures supplied by 
Realtors association 

spokesman 
Jose Segarra of 

ExitHomevetsRealty. 
The total of days 

on the market were 
the longest of the 
year, suggesting 
that some homes 
that had been on 

the market for quite 
a while Þ nally 

sold in December, 
when the number of 
months of inventory 

dropped to 7.19 
from a high of 

12.01 in November. 

Herald photo

Matias Tabera smooths out concrete on a foundation for a new home off of Coffee Tree Court in 
Nolanvil le on Feb. 20, 2008.
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By Don Bolding
Killeen Daily Herald

Residential construction in 
Killeen went up and down like a yo-
yo through the year based on what 
builders expected to sell from month 
to month in 2008’s volatile economic 
and political climate.

At year’s end, the city had issued 
permits for 1,084 single-family res-
idences, eight townhouses, 62 du-
plexes and 38 multifamily resi-
dences, including quadriplexes and 
apartment houses.

A month-by-month breakdown of  
permits issued shows:

January: 96 single-family houses 
with a total value of  $11,827,566; four 
townhouses totaling $291,312; two du-
plexes totaling $271,320; four multi-
family structures totaling $732,480.

�„

February: 68 single-family total-
ing $8,562,740; no townhouses; four 
duplexes totaling $547,050; 28 multi-
family totaling $5,543,489.

March: 98 single-family totaling 
$12,183,874; no townhouses or multi-
family structures; 10 duplexes total-
ing $1,295,532.

April: 143 single-family totaling 
$17,778,075; no townhouses or multi-
family buildings; six duplexes total-
ing $749,112.

May: 170 single-family totaling 
$21,140,092; four townhouses total-
ing $258,720; six duplexes totaling 
$783,468; no multi-family structures.

June: 103 single-family totaling 
$12,767,132; no townhouses; 11 du-
plexes totaling $1,393,640; � ve multi-
family totaling $1,873,064.

July: 79 single-family totaling 
$9,673,616; no townhouses; 12 du-
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plexes totaling $1,590,348; one multi-
family at $442,120.

August: 129 single-family 
houses totaling $15,903,718; no town-
houses, duplexes or multi-family 
structures.

September: 87 single-family 
houses totaling $10,130,364; one du-
plex at $119,154; no townhouses or 
multi-family structures.

October: 44 single-family total-
ing $10,130,364; � ve duplexes total-
ing $614,938; no townhouses or multi-
family structures.

November: 20 single-family to-
taling $2,458,394; � ve duplexes total-
ing $644,616; no townhouses or multi-
family structures.

December: 47 single-family 
houses; no townhouses, duplexes or 
multi-family structures.

The dollar � gures are the value of  
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the permits recorded with the city and 
so are pre-construction estimates.

The pattern of  permits issued, par-
ticularly for single-family structures, 
roughly parallels the experience of  
home sales, which hit a bottom in 
November while the recession was 
still developing and national leader-
ship was the most in � ux. In both 
cases, activity started picking up in 
December.

The city reports new subdivisions 
by � scal year, in this case Oct. 1, 2007, 
to Sept. 30, 2008. In the past � scal year, 
11 subdivisions were approved with 
a total of  1,116 lots. They were:

Spanish Oaks, developed by 
W&B Development, 439 lots;

Texas North, Replat No. 1, Jay 
Manning Homes, 31 lots;

White Rock Estates, Phase 6, Sec-
tion 1, by Killeen Hymesa, 138 lots;

�„

�„
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Regency Place, by Barnes Build-
ing/WF, LC, 39 lots;

White Rock Estates, Phase 6, Sec-
tion 3, by Killeen Hymesa, six lots;

Rimes Ranch, Phase 1, by Rimes
Ranch, LP, 59 lots;

Spanish Oaks, second amend-
ment, by W&B Development, 26 lots;

Splawn Ranch, amended, by
Splawn Ranch Partnership, nine
lots;

Goodnight Ranch, Phase 6, by
Reece Creek Developers, 287 lots;

Splawn Ranch, Phase 4, Section
1, by Splawn Ranch Partnership, 61
lots;

Splawn Ranch, Phase 4, Section
2, by Splawn Ranch Partnership, 21
lots.

Contact Don Bolding at dbolding@
kdhnews.com or (254) 501-7557.
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By Mason Canales
Killeen Daily Herald

NOLANVILLE — New 
homes have been constructed 
in several places throughout 
the city in the past year.

New housing has been con-
structed northeast of  down-
town on streets like Dober and 
Boxer, and the city has seen 
construction of  duplex in the 
northwest of  downtown on 
streets such as Topeka Court.

Neighborhoods like Bella 
Charca and, Wildwood and Ce-
dar Heights, are still growing, 
said Jeff  Looney, Nolanville 
interim city administrator.

This year Nolanville has 
seen about 38 home construc-
tion permits, two duplex con-
struction permits and 16 mobile 
homes permits, Looney said.

In the past year, Bell Charca 
has seen a steady sale of  homes 

and lots, said John Blanken-
ship, the gated community’s 
original developer.

“Right now there are only 
6 available lots left,” he said 
about the � rst phase of  the 

development which had 129 
lots.

A second phase of  devel-

opment for Bella Charca has 
been underway since the plat 
passed the City Council in Oc-

tober 2007. Bare Land Devel-
opment Inc. took over on that
phase.

So Nolanville can soon ex-
pect even more homes to be
constructed.

“The development company
has about 61 lots in construc-
tion that will come online in
the next 30 days,” Blankenship
said.

Bella Charca is happy to
be in Nolanville and is glad it
community is still thriving in
Nolanville even during these
economic times, Blankenship
said.

“We are just please that
Bella Charca has lived up to
its expectation, and that the
home owners still want to live
in that community,” he said.

Contact Mason W. Canales
at mcanales@kdhnews.com or
(254) 501-7554

Housing starts vary with year-end uptick
Herald photo

New housing starts went up and down like a yo-yo in Killeen. At year’s end, the city had issued permits for 1,084 single-family residences, eight townhouses, 62 duplexes and 38 multifamily residences.

Nolanville experiencing housing growth in several areas
A road crew 
works on a 
portion of 
10th Street 
in Nolanvil le 
as they near 
completion of 
the project.  
Roads are 
being worked 
on to prepare 
for a new 
elementary 
school, which 
is needed after 
the residential 
growth in 
the city.
Herald/DAVID MORRIS
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Tents 
l itter the 

parking lot 
of the new 
Chick-fi l-A 
restaurant 
in Market 

Heights as 
restaurant 
goers wait 

in l ine Feb. 
4 for the 

opening of 
business. 
The store 

opened Feb. 
5 and the 
first 100 
people in 

l ine received 
a free year’s 

worth of 
meals.

Herald/STEVEN DOLL

Herald/STEVEN DOLL

Several new Mexican restaurants opened in the area during the past year, offering more variety for Central Texas residents.

Yo Yo’s 
Frozen 
Yogurt shop 
opened 
in Market 
Heights in 
December. 
Patrons 
serve 
themselves 
then pay by 
the weight 
of the cup at 
the end of 
the assembly 
l ine.
Herald photo



Killeen Daily Herald • www.kdhnews.com BB5

other features planned for the 
site, the Grill already is a re-
nowned gathering place due 
to its away-from-it-all location 
and view of  the lake.

Across U.S. 190 from Mar-
ket Heights is a growing col-
lection of  smaller fast-food 
restaurants, part of  the strip-
mall development of  that area. 
A new What-a-Burger, Bush’s 
Chicken and similar locations 
for quick bites stand where 
open land was the rule a cou-
ple of  years ago.

Back in Killeen, newcom-
ers from other parts of  the 
country seek out small res-
taurants, often in the neigh-
borhoods, many of  them eth-
nic-themed. A Hawaiian cafe 
called Ono Grinds started up 
during the summer on far 
north W.S. Young, and an In-
dian cafe called the Red On-
ion started in March along 
190. Both were started by peo-
ple from their respective Old 
Countries.

Former City Councilman 
Dick Young moved his Big 
Daddy’s Ol’ South Barbecue 
from a cramped little spot — 
or cozy, depending on what 
you’re looking for — to a spot 
farther east on Rancier and 
has reported business doing 
well.

Mexican cuisine, a sta-
ple farther west and south in 
Texas, has been expanding. 
Once, Rosita’s in downtown 
Killeen and Mi Casa Su Casa 
in western Harker Heights 
were about all there was. Ros-

ita’s is still a little powerhouse 
after 30 years, having become 
a tradition with customers 
generation to generation. But 
other new restaurants are be-
coming local chains as Killeen 
spreads farther and farther 
south. The new places include 
the Taqueria Mexico Lindo on 
Stan Schlueter Loop, owned 
by the Marquez family, and 

the Taqueria Mexico, with a 
year-old location on East FM 
2410 added to others around 
town.

New restaurants start up 
more easily in downtown 
Copperas Cove, which has 
virtually no urban sprawl yet. 
Newcomers there include the 
home-cooking J&J Cafe and 
Christian Coffee: The Bistro.

Texas Highway 201 going to 
Killeen-Fort Hood Regional 
Airport even managed to at-
tract the iconic Clem Mikes-
ka’s Barbecue of  Temple to 
open a full-service branch 
next to a Cefco convenience 
store. Mikeska, in business in 
Temple since 1965, lately has 
built a brand-new building 
there and spread out to Belton 

and Cameron.
“I’m my own man,” Mikeska

said. “Other businesses are in
the new places with me, but
the restaurants will be un-
der the control of  me and my
family.”

Contact Don Bolding at
dbolding@kdhnews.com or
(254) 501-7557.
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By Don Bolding
Killeen Daily Herald

The restaurant scene 
changed a lot in 2008, with op-
portunities in Killeen show-
ing more diversity and Harker 
Heights pulling in more na-
tional chains and franchises 
now that Market Heights and 
growth along the Farm-to-
Market 2410 corridor are ex-
tending Killeen’s formerly 
musclebound “restaurant 
row” along U.S. Highway 190.

Restaurants reported busi-
ness slacking off  late in the 
year, but attributed the trend 
more to a temporary drop in 
troop strength at Fort Hood 
than to the recession.

Among the biggest develop-
ments in Killeen were Pluckers 
and the � rst Golden Corral in 
several years. The Pluckers, the 
eighth in an Austin-based fran-
chise, specializes in chicken 
and wings while fostering a 
party atmosphere designed to 
draw in a younger crowd. The 
Greater Killeen Young Profes-
sionals had its � rst social gath-
ering there in the fall.

Reception of  the Golden 
Corral was phenomenal, with 
general manager Jon Short 
saying after the � rst couple 
of  weeks in the early summer 
that the crowds kept coming 
all day long. The building 
is state-of-the-art within its 
group with a “pagoda” with 
oriental items, a “chocolate 
� xation station” and a full 
display grill and carving sta-
tion. These features, recently 
introduced by the company, 
have caused extensive reno-
vations and additions in older 
restaurants.

Among the highlights in 
Heights were the opening of  
a prominently located Ched-
dar’s and a Cracker Barrel in 
Market Heights, situated to 
draw in traf� c along U.S. 190 
and to provide convenience to 
shoppers. Heights City Man-
ager Steve Carpenter has said 
major chains and franchises 
are branching out to explore 
“secondary markets” outside 
major metropolitan areas be-
cause those markets have 
� lled up, and reports have said 
the record-breaking recep-
tions the national restaurants 
received at openings have en-
couraged the trend further.

Another signi� cant devel-
opment for the whole area, 
though away from the crowds 
and tax bases of  west Bell 
County, has been the second 
life of  the old Frank’s Lake 
View Inn on Lake Belton as 
the Dead Fish Grill. With 

More restaurants open in area
Herald/STEVEN DOLL

Pluckers opened on U.S. Highway 190 in Killeen. The restaurant is part of an Austin-based franchise and specializes in chicken and wings while fostering a party atmosphere to draw a younger crowd.

Herald/CATRINA RAWSON 

ABOVE: Customers use the drive through at the new Kentucky Fried
Chicken restaurant along Farm-to-Market 2410 in Harker Heights.

AT LEFT: The Pie Shoppe is one of the food stations inside Golden Cor-
ral’s buffet. The restaurant reopened in July in Kil leen off U.S. Highway
190 in front of the Wal-Mart Supercenter.

Many new restaurants opened in Kil leen, Harker Heights and Copperas 
Cove during the past year, offering area residents even more variety.
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From staff reports

The local banking community has 
beneÞ tted from area growth during 
the past year.

Three banks now have centers in 
Market Heights: Chase Bank, First 
National Bank Texas and Bank of  
America. Texas Star Bank, head-
quartered in Lott with a branch in 
Marlin, recently broke ground for a 
facility on eastern Farm Road 2410.

First State Bank Central Texas 
has 30 branches over a wide area 
of  Central Texas including Tem-
ple, Harker Heights, Copperas Cove 
and Lampasas. Temple branch pres-
ident Gary Young, who ofÞ ces next 
to board chairman Don Grabowski, 
said the bank is Òlooking at property 
in Killeen.Ó He said, ÒWeÕre expand-

ing as fast as the economy allows 
right now.Ó

The bank is based in Austin but 
has directors throughout Central 
Texas. It has $1 million in capi-
tal with a diversiÞ ed portfolio and 
$700,000 in loans with a conservative 
lending policy.

Extraco Banks, the largest inde-
pendent financial institution in 
Central Texas with more than $1 bil-
lion in assets, $100 million in capi-
tal and $250 in liquidity sources, has 
facilities in Killeen, Harker Heights 
and Copperas Cove among others 
throughout Central Texas.

First National Bank Texas re-
mains a well-capitalized Þ nancial 
institution that is ranked among the 
safest banks in the country by inde-
pendent rating agencies including 

bankrate.com. FNBT is the oldest 
Bell County bank with six banking 
centers in Killeen, two in Copperas 
Cove and three locations in Harker 
Heights. FNBT continues to expand 
its current network of  over 220 bank-
ing centers across Texas.

Fort Hood National Bank, eight-
time winner of  the ÒMilitary Bank of  
the YearÓ award, has seven branches 
on Fort Hood. It has continued the 
tradition of  ÒServing Those Who 
ServeÓ since 1965.

Together, FNBT and FHNB have 
total assets of  over $1 billion and em-
ploy more than 2,200 people.

Bank of  America, with three bank-
ing centers in Temple, opened a cen-
ter in Killeen and another in Cove 
in 2003.

National Banks of  Central Texas 

recently started assisting Killeen 
business by taking the bank directly 
to their ofÞ ce. Remote Deposit Cap-
ture is a Web-based, check image cap-
ture, storage and processing solution 
that enables the bank to provide com-
mercial customers the ability to de-
posit paper checks of  all types elec-
tronically for their location. Other 
changes the bank offers the commu-
nity include same-day credit on de-
posits made up to 6 p.m., eliminat-
ing traditional early bank cut-off  
times. The bank also offers e-state-
ments and mobile banking, where a 
customer can do all online banking 
from a cell phone.

The bank currently has locations 
in Killeen, Copperas Cove, Kempner, 
Lampasas, Gatesville, Hewitt and 
Waco, with ATMÕs at each location.

The nationwide Guaranty Bank
has one ofÞ ce in Killeen and another
in Temple.

The longtime local Union State
Bank has ofÞ ces in Killeen, George-
town, Liberty Hill, Round Rock and
Florence. The newest branch, on
Farm Road 2410 near its intersec-
tion with U.S. 190 in Harker Heights,
opened in 2006 in a temporary build-
ing with a permanent structure to be
erected soon.

United Central Bank, with other
locations in Texas and some in other
states, has one location in Killeen.

Eisenhower State Bank, estab-
lished mainly to serve the military,
has many locations in San Antonio,
one at Goodfellow Air Force Base in
San Angelo and one center just off
Fort Hood Street in Killeen.

Herald/DAVID MORRIS

Alan Carter, district support manager for F irst National Bank Texas, talks on the phone as he helps troubleshoot problems on the first day of operation for the Cove branch July 28 as customers begin 
to appear on the monitors of the drive-through. It was one of several banks to open in Central Texas in the past year.

Banking on the future in Central Texas
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Area credit unions
Seven federal credit 

unions are operating in Bell 
and Coryell counties.

Greater Central Texas 
Federal Credit Union, 
formerly Killeen Teachers 
Federal Credit Union, at 
3305 E. Elms Road in 
Killeen closed its Sunny 
Lane location in June while 
growing from $23.465 
million in assets in 2007 to 
$25.621 million in 2008.

“We have money 
to lend, but our loans 
dropped a little last year,” 
said president and chief 
executive of� cer Joe 
Maines. “People are afraid 
right now because of the 
situation in the national 
economy, but they need to 
remember the United States 
has the strongest economy 
in the world. I hope we can 
reassure them.”

Heart O’ Texas Federal 
Credit Union, with a location 
at 1612 S. Fort Hood St. 
in Killeen in addition to two 
in its hometown of Waco, 
has completed a $1 million 
expansion of its facility at 
905 Martin Luther King Dr. 
in Copperas Cove, said 
Killeen branch manager 
Dave Demel.

“The credit union serves 
active-duty and retired 
military personnel and 
anyone else who lives, 
works, worships or does 
business in Bell or Coryell 
counties,” he said.

Other federal credit 
unions in the area include:

Texas Partners, with 
locations at 1011 Wales 
Dr. in Killeen, 6935 W. 
Adams Ave. in Temple, 
2445 N. Main St. in Belton 
and 809 S. Main St. in 
Copperas Cove.

Texell, with locations at 
17 S. First St. and 3314 S. 
31st St. in Temple and 511 
Lake Road in Belton. Texell 
also has a drive-through 
location at 17 N. 11th St. in 
Temple.

Educators, based in 
Waco, with locations at 
201 E. Robertson Ave. in 
Cove and 306 S. Lovers 
Lane in Gatesville.

Belton FCU at 612 E. 
6th Ave. in Belton.

Covenant Savings, for 
members of the Christian 
House of Prayer and its 
af� liates, at 811-C Martin 
Luther King Jr. Dr. in Cove.

—Herald staff reports
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2008 Ribbon cuttings, 
groundbreakings

L&S Realty, Jan. 11, 
Ribbon Cutting, New Member

Metroplex Open MRI, 
Jan. 22, Ribbon Cutting, New 
Facility

Kings Daughters Clinic, 
Jan. 24, Ribbon Cutting, 
Facility Expansion

O’Reilly Auto (Rancier), 
Jan. 30, Ribbon Cutting, New 
Business

Killeen Police Department, 
Feb. 5, Groundbreaking

State Farm- Corsi, Feb. 
15, Ribbon Cutting, New 
Business

Verizon, Feb. 22, Ribbon 
Cutting, New Facility

First Baptist Church, Feb. 
24, Groundbreaking

Travelodge, March 3, 
Ribbon Cutting, New Business

Boys & Girls Club of Cen. 
Tex., March 12, Ribbon Cutting, 
Rename Facility

A Fynd, March 20, Ribbon 
Cutting, New Business
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Koehlers Au Pair, March 
25, Ribbon Cutting, New 
Business

Global Wireless, April 8, 
Ribbon Cutting, New Business

Awarding Creations, 
April 14, Ribbon Cutting, New 
Business

Alz Care, April 16, 
Groundbreaking

Metroplex Mayborn 
Womens, April 18, 
Groundbreaking

FedEx Kinkos, April 21, 
Ribbon Cutting, New Business

Farmers Market, April 22, 
Groundbreaking

Steven’s Renovations, 
April 22, Ribbon Cutting, New 
Business

Mi Tierra, April 25, Ribbon 
Cutting, New Business

Lion’s Club Park Rec 
Center, May 8, Ribbon Cutting, 
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New Business
O’Reilly Auto (Stan 

Schlueter), May 14, Ribbon 
Cutting, New Business

Special Rodeo Mixer, May 
22, Special Event

Jewelry Lady, May 29, 
Ribbon Cutting, New Business

Peacock Archery, July 7, 
Ribbon Cutting, New Business

K-FHRA Boarding 
Bridges, July 10, Ribbon 
Cutting, New Construction

Alz Care, July 10, Ribbon 
Cutting, New Facility

Seattle Coffeeberry, July 
14, Ribbon Cutting, New 
Business

Fan Minnitt, July 17, 
Ribbon Cutting, New Facility

Central Texas Woman, 
July 18, Ribbon Cutting, New 
Business

Wedding Bliss, July 
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24, Ribbon Cutting, New 
Business

3D4D Ultrasound, Aug. 
6, Ribbon Cutting, New 
Business

S&W Cardiac w/ 
Metroplex, Aug. 13, Ribbon 
Cutting, New Business

Oshkosh, Aug. 21, Ribbon 
Cutting, New Business

Taquera Chalupa, Aug. 28, 
Ribbon Cutting, New Business

Fuddruckers, Sept. 9, 
Ribbon Cutting, Remodel

Kids Xpressions, Sept. 15, 
Ribbon Cutting, New Business

H-E-B, Oct. 3, Ribbon 
Cutting, Expansion

�„
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Good Ground Enterprises, 
Oct. 9, Ribbon Cutting, New 
Business

UMHB, Oct. 9, Ribbon 
Cutting, Expansion

Lucas Secretaries, Oct. 
10, Ribbon Cutting, New 
Business

New Beginnings Massage, 
Oct. 16, Ribbon Cutting, New 
Business

Today’s Car Wash, Oct. 
17, Ribbon Cutting, New 
Business

World Finance, Oct. 23, 
Ribbon Cutting, New Facility

Municipal Court Garden, 
Oct. 24, Groundbreaking

�„

�„

�„

�„

�„

�„

�„

Cornerstone Mortgage, 
Oct. 31, Ribbon Cutting, New 
Business

Santa Pals Kickoff, Nov. 4, 
Special Event

Chamber Decorating, Nov. 
12, Special Event

David Nix Agency, Dec. 4, 
Ribbon Cutting, New Business

Chamber Open House/
Lighting, Dec. 4, Special Event

Junction 45, Dec. 5 
Ribbon Cutting, New Business

Munchies Snak Shak, 
Dec. 15, Ribbon Cutting, New 
Business

Source: Greater Killeen
Chamber of Commerce

�„

�„

�„

�„

�„

�„

�„

Banking 
on progress 

in Market 
Heights

ABOVE: Customers use 
the new Bank of America 

facil i ty in Market Heights.

AT RIGHT: A new facil i ty 
for Chase bank progresses 

in Market Heights.

Several banks moved into 
the Harker Heights retail 

center in the past year.

Herald photos by 
Catrina Rawson
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By Justin Cox
Killeen Daily Herald

Nearly Þ ve years after the open-
ing of  the Killeen/Fort Hood Munici-
pal Airport, Skylark Field has settled 
into its role, catering to the general 
aviation crowd.

Eight new storage hangars for 
light aircraft are complete and open 
for business. There is actually a wait-
ing list for the hangars, even in this 
tough economic time.

The lighting and rehabilitation 
project represents a signiÞ cant step 
forward for the Þ eld as well. Com-
pleted last year, the improvements 
include a new runway light system, 
runway edge lights, including all the 
wiring required. In addition, an elec-
trical supply vault is on the verge of  
completion, which includes the elec-
trical systems and components re-
quired. If  that wasnÕt enough, they 
also have added a new rotating light 
and new wind measurement tool to 
the facility, as well as PAPI, the Preci-
sion Approach Path Indicator, which 

will aid planes with their landings 
onto the Þ eld.

Director of  Aviation John Sutton 
said that will enhance safety and op-
erations on the airport.

Another new installation to the 
project is the new self-service pump. 
It works just like the ones at the gas 
station. Most of  the tenants like to do 
self-service, so itÕs literally a pay-at-the-
pump system, giving the capability to 
offer a 24-hour service. They like it be-
cause they can get gas any time they 
want. It replaces the old system that 
was much less reliable, and required 
maintenance crews to operate.

Central Texas College has a thriving 
pilot-training program that operates 
out of  Skylark in addition to the train-
ing services available at the airport.

Scott & White Helicopter Service 
operates independently out of  Sky-
lark as well. When someone calls Scott 
& White up for emergency helicopter 
service, the ß ight comes from Skylark 
Field. TheyÕre based out there and 
have sleeping quarters so emergency 
personnel are always ready to go.

Skylark Field caters to general aviation crowd
PHI pilot 
Scott 
Clark 
climbs 
into the 
cockpit 
of the 
aircraft 
as he 
explains 
the night 
vision and 
digital 
meters. 
The 
medical 
helicopter 
f l ies out 
of Skylark 
Field.
Herald/DAVID 
MORRIS
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By Justin Cox
Killeen Daily Herald

The Killeen/Fort Hood Regional 
Airport had experienced nothing but 
good news in its Þ rst three years. And 
2008 started the same, as the city an-
nounced two new Òcrystal bridgesÓ 
which expanded Killeen-Fort Hood 
Regional AirportÕs capacity to board 
and receive passengers.

The structures, built by Thys-
senKrupp Airport Systems in Fort 
Worth, are the Þ rst glass-walled air-
craft boarding bridges in the United 
States, although many are in use in 
Europe.

Killeen Aviation Director John 
Sutton said the two bridges, one 205 
feet long and the other 268 feet, not 
only will increase the loading capac-
ity but will be able to accommodate 
757s and other larger jets as well as 
the small commuter craft that make 
up most of  the airportÕs current 
trafÞ c.

Before, the airport had four board-
ing bridges; when Þ ve aircraft were 
loading, passengers would have to 
board from the runway, a disadvan-
tage in inclement weather. The air-
port was built, however, with space 
for the addition of  a Þ fth and a sixth 
bridge.

Sutton said local and Federal Avi-
ation Administration ofÞ cials had 
to be convinced of  the glass bridgesÕ 

safety. An FAA airport improvement 
program grant supplied 95 percent 
of  the $2.38 million project, and the 
city provided the rest with passenger 
facility charge funds.

City Manager Connie Green said, 
this is just one indicator of  how we 
compare with airports nationally as 
we develop plans to expand the ter-
minal and add a second runway.

Studies are progressing for a sec-
ond runway so that Robert Gray 
Army AirÞ eld and the civic facil-
ity do not have to wait for each oth-
erÕs aircraft and so that extensive 

maintenance can be done with little
inconvenience to air trafÞ c.

Sutton told the City Council when
the new bridges were under discus-
sion that the airport only needs a
Þ fth bridge right now but that build-
ing two at once, rather than waitin g
until a sixth is needed, would save
about $500,000.

But there have been less passen-
gers boarding the fancy new walk-
ways. The airport dropped 11.73
percent in its enplanements in
January 2009 compared to Janu-
ary 2008.

ThatÕs a record for the airport,
which opened in 2004.

But itÕs the same throughout the
region.

Sutton said the weather played
a signiÞ cant part in the decline of
1,790 for the month.

ÒEvery airport in our region had
the same decrease,Ó Sutton said at
the airport expansion committee
meeting Thursday. ÒItÕs a little more
than we would expect. IÕm hopin g
the weather was part of  such a bi g
decrease.Ó

Sutton added that the College Sta-
tion airport was down about 25 per-
cent for the month while similar
airports in the area, such as Waco,
experienced comparable drops.

Contact Justin Cox at jcox @
kdhnews.com or call (254) 501-7568.

Nothing but good news for Killeen/Fort Hood airpor t

Herald photo

From left, Greater Kil leen Chamber of Commerce Ambassador’s Shane Hodyniak and Mike Case walk along Kil leen/Fort 
Hood Regional Airport’s new 205-foot glass passenger boarding bridge July 10. The bridge, which is one of two at the 
airport, is the first ever built in the United States.
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From staff reports

Bookings at the Killeen Civic and 
Conference Center suffered a little 
slowdown toward the end of  2008, but 
not much, according to director Con-
nie Kuehl.

“It’s not what the rest of  the state 
is seeing,” said Kuehl, who also 
heads the city’s Convention and Vis-
itors Bureau. “January was a little 
less than January a year ago, but 
December was high, with over 100 
events in the building. We’ve had ups 
and downs, but the overall trend is 
positive. We’re seeing fewer corpo-
rate events but more weddings and 
conventions. We still have a lot of  
banquets.”

The “Take 190 West-Killeen Salutes 
the Arts” festival in February was 
“a tremendous success,” she said.  
“We’ll be adding more artistic events 
in the future including an expanded 
‘Take 190 West’ event with more ex-
hibits in different locations.”

She said the outlook for the future 
shows the conference center facil-
ity is reaching its capacity. “We see 
a slower increase in use as we ap-
proach that mark,” she said. “The 

next step will need to be expansion. 
We need another ballroom and an-
other kitchen.” She said “it takes 
some shuffling” when a smaller 
event planning to use kitchen facil-
ities books � rst and a bigger event 
wants to use the facilities at the same 
time.

Another project for the future is 
further landscaping and beauti� ca-
tion of  the land between the confer-
ence center and the Shilo Inn and 
Suites. Kuehl wants to see a hiking 
trail there.

“We have a lot already booked for 
2010,” she said, including a Gold 
Wing motorcycle convention and 
Texas county judges and commis-
sioners. This year, the Daughters of  
the Republic of  Texas and a monster 
truck show are both coming in May. 
The 1st Cavalry Division’s reunion is 
planned to coincide with the rodeo, 
and Kuehl expressed pleasure that 
aluminum bleachers are replacing 
the wooden ones there.

Local groups are only allowed to 
book a year in advance, so more are 
having to book on weekdays. A conso-
lation prize is that nonpro� t groups 
get weekday discounts.

Killeen Civic and Conference Center revenue compari son

Killeen Civic and Conference Center plans for expansion

Herald/CATRINA RAWSON 

Alexandra Jones, 12, Mackala Carraico, 12, Cameran Hanson, 11, and Hannah Jones, 13, all of Killeen, take a ride on the Genesis ride at the Killeen Carnival March 1 at the Killeen Special Events Center.

Herald/CATRINA RAWSON 

ABOVE: Bailee Barrett, 10, of Kil leen prepares her meat goat for sale, during the Kil leen 
Junior Livestock Show Auction March 7 at the Kil leen Special Events Center.
AT LEFT: Hannah Farias, 9, holds her friend’s rabbit as Madison Whitson, 9, watches, dur-
ing the rabbit show of the Kil leen Junior Livestock Show March 6.
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Plans call for event 
center, restaurant, bed 
and breakfast cabins

By Hayley Kappes
Killeen Daily Herald

BELTON – A new cathedral is com-
ing to Belton, but it won’t be all brick 
and mortar.

A public meeting was held at the 
Belton City Council meeting March 
24 to discuss a proposed conference 
and event center called Cathedral 
Oaks on property currently zoned 
for single-family occupancy.

The council approved an ordi-
nance that would amend the zoning 
of  6.8 acres on Waco Road near the 
intersection of  Main Street and East 
Sixth Avenue/Farm-to-Market 93.

Cathedral Oaks would consist of  
an event center that can host wed-
dings, conferences and other events, 
a restaurant and catering service and 
10 to 20 individual bed-and-breakfast 
cabins.

Developer David Andrews said the 
name for the project derived from the 
property’s expansive oak trees, total-
ing 173 to be exact, that form cathe-
dral-like roofs with their canopies.

“Not a single tree will be cut down 

�„ when we start building on the prop-
erty,” Andrews said.

The restaurant on site will be 
housed in a century-old home al-
ready on the property. The develop-
ment will also include a chapel, walk-
ing trails and gazebos.

The project’s other developer, Ger-
ald Drews, said at the meeting they 
would like to redirect some water from 
an underground spring to feed into a 
pond on the property, since the water 
level is currently � ve feet lower than 
what he and Andrews would prefer.

Cathedral Oaks will be surrounded 
by fence and shrubbery to prevent 
noise disturbances to nearby neigh-
bors on Waco Road.

Andrews said he and his partners 
are still sorting out the project’s � -
nal plans, but it will be � nalized be-
fore their deadline of  purchasing the 
property in mid-April.

Cathedral Oaks received positive 
response from the city council.

Mayor Pro Tem Marion Grayson 
said she is happy they are preserv-
ing the property’s trees.

“This is a well-done and thought-
out project,” Councilman Craig Pear-
son said. “We’re excited to have this 
project built in Belton.”

Contact Hayley Kappes at hay-
leyk@kdhnews.com or (254) 501-7559.

Courtesy/LARRY GARNETT, DESIGNER

This rendering shows the site plan for Cathedral Oaks, which includes a conference center and cottages.

Belton council supports Cathedral Oaks projec t
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By Justin Cox
Killeen Daily Herald

Belton’s Bell County Expo Center 
needs an upgrade to keep up with the 
competition.

An outside � rm agrees, and said 
the market can handle it.

Bill Krueger of  the Minnesota-
based Conventions Sport & Lei-
sure International was hired by the 
county to conduct a feasibility study 
on the proposed expansion.

County Commissioner John 
Fisher said it’s unlikely any upgrade 
would happen in this calendar year, 
but next is certainly a possibility.

The expansion would more than 
double the space and capabilities of  
the current facility and cost between 
$12 million and $15 million. It would 
be funded by a 2 percent increase to 
the hotel/motel tax, raising it to 15 
percent, the same as Austin.

The current facility measures 
110,400 square feet. The proposal in-
cludes a 150,000-square-foot expan-
sion, predominantly consisting of  a 
dedicated indoor dirt arena, which 
would serve the 33 percent of  events 
with a livestock or agricultural 
theme.

Krueger emphasized that about 
one-third of  his studies come back 
with a negative recommendation. 
But he said the proposal outlined by 
the county is solid, and is needed.

The idea of  expansion, he said, re-
ceived a 74 percent positive response 
from polled individuals who repre-
sented one or more of  the 160 events 
that bring more than 400,000 people 
to the Expo Center annually.

Last year, county officials pro-
posed the idea of  in� ating the Bell 
County Expo Center with a $15 mil-
lion expansion.

They experienced a fair amount of  
resistance from area residents, par-
ticularly hotel owners not thrilled 
about funding this expansion by 
making the hotel/motel tax any 
higher than its current rate of  13 
percent.

So the county hired the � rm to see 
just how advantageous an expansion 
would be.

Krueger’s evaluation indicated a 
strong likelihood of  success.

The expansion would open up 
more days for events, Krueger said. 
The arena’s central location, right 
off  Interstate 35, makes it a strong 
competitor, but it lacks several char-
acteristics, including RV hookups, 
he said.

Mitchell Jacobs serves as pres-
ident of  the Expo Center board of  
directors.

Jacobs said it’s a competitive mar-

ket, and this facility needs an up-
grade to keep up with similar en-
hancements to comparable facilities 
in Waco and surrounding areas.

“We’re rapidly outgrowing the 
space we have,” Jacobs said. “Now 
that we’ve completed this exterior 
renovation, it’s time to look even fur-
ther, it’s time to expand. But there 
are things that we lack. We’ve got to 
make the decision whether we’re go-
ing to play in the big leagues. The 
competition has raised the bar on 
us.”

The upgrade would most directly 
bene� t Temple, Belton and Salado, 

Jacobs said, but also greatly add to 
the quality of  life for people in the 
community and bring larger and 
larger events to the area.

The � nancial estimates include a 
direct spending increase of  $12 mil-
lion to $18 million, increasing Tem-
ple income from $5.8 million to $9.8 
million, Belton from $4.7 million to 
$5.7 million, and Killeen/Harker 
Heights from $1.4 million to about 
$2 million.

County Judge Jon Burrows said 
the 2 percent increase in the hotel/
motel tax is the best funding tool.

“This is a mechanism that would 

allow this expansion to occur with
basically a user fee,” Burrows said.
“Fund with 2 percent hotel/motel
tax. If  the average cost in the area
is about $80, the cost increase would
be $1.60. The costs in Austin are over
$100, so this could occur without peo-
ple (choosing a different area because
of  a rise in cost). This is an industry
that is already here.

“We have the potential for increase
in the revenue and the quality of
life.”

Contact Justin Cox at jcox@
kdhnews.com or (254) 501-7568.

Bell County Expo Center wants to expand

Herald photo

Shane Sparks wrestles a steer during the Belton Fourth of July Rodeo at the Bell County Expo Center. The center wants to expand so it has more room for events.
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By Iuliana Petre
Killeen Daily Herald

Although the Killeen Civic Art 
Guild didn’t � nd a permanent 
home in 2008, it was successful 
in continuing in its mission of  
promoting the arts in Killeen 
and surrounding areas.

Art displays have found a home 
in locations throughout Central 
Texas, including the Vive Les 
Arts Theatre, in which art work 
by guild members and other art-
ists were displayed in the Mead-
ows Gallery, the VLA’s gallery 
— usually following the theme 
of  the VLA productions — and 
during First Fridays at Frames 
and Things, a framing and art 
store in Copperas Cove that 
hosts Art After Dark, monthly 
art displays.

Soon, artists will have a new 
place to exhibit their work.

“The Killeen Municipal Golf  
Course is now letting us display 
paintings in their restaurant,” 
said Ken Taylor, the new art guild 
president, adding that since a lot 
of  weddings and meetings are 
held there, and travelers often 
pass through the facility, many 
people will see the exhibits.

During 2007-08, the guild suc-
cessfully hosted contests, auc-
tions, individual and group exhib-
its and art workshops throughout 
the year, including the Art with 
Heart auction, which collected 
more than $3,000 for the Killeen 
Food Care Center.

The guild continues to hold 
monthly workshops during the 
third week of  every month, from 
6 to 9 p.m. at the Killeen Commu-
nity Center on East Veterans Me-
morial Boulevard, across from 
Hastings Bookstore. During 
these meetings guild members 
give workshops, demonstrations 
and classes in those areas of  art 
in which they are well versed.

The KCAG is open to members 
of  the public, who are welcome 
to attend a meeting. Member-
ship dues are $25 per year.

Contact Iuliana Petre at ipetre@
kdhnews.com or (254) 501-7469.

Guild promotes the arts in Central Texas

From staff reports

The Classic Downtown Cove Theatre bills 
itself  as “the best movie theater in Central 
Texas! And still the most affordable!”

That’s for its patrons to decide, but it cer-
tainly is different from most. The brightly col-
ored theater starts selling tickets for an en-
tire week of  shows one hour before the week’s 
� rst movie, at $2 for children ages 3-11 and $3 
for adults. Costumed waiters and waitresses 
take concession orders from movie-goers at 
their seats.

The theater’s “VIP section” is composed 
of  four love seats and couches, only two of  
which can be reserved ahead of  time (for 

$10 or $15 premiums for a couch or loveseat, 
respectively). 

Shows and times can be checked at www.cov-
etheatre.com.

Cove Live, a community theater group that 
performs at the venue, also has several upcom-
ing shows, including “Deadwood Dick” in May. 
The Children’s Theatre will perform “Dear Ed-
wina Junior” in April. Scheduled shows are 
updated at www.covelive.com.

Cove Theatre offers affordable shows

From staff reports

Ranging from school board 
meetings to cultural perfor-
mances, the Lea Ledger Audi-
torium in Copperas Cove has 
seen it all since its opening in 
March 2001.

School events tend to 
take priority over events 
outside of  the district, 
with University Interscho-
lastic League theater and 
band performances, dance 

recitals, elementary school 
spring presentations and 
assemblies finding a home 
at Ledger.

With capacity for up to 1,000 
seats, the auditorium is also 
utilized for church events, 
including the annual Black-
woods gospel concert, and de-
velopment training.

The auditorium sees a 
� urry of  activity during the 
year, the peak of  which is Feb-
ruary through May.

Some upcoming events 
scheduled to take place at Led-
ger include CCISD choir con-
certs, pre-UIL band concerts 
and theater performances. 

The auditorium tries to 
book all events at least 30 days 
in advance. 

For more information on the 
Lea Ledger Auditorium and its 
schedule of  events, call (254) 
547-2002 or visit the Web site at 
www.ccisd.com.

Cove Theatre
111 West Avenue D, Copperas Cove
Call (254) 547-2210.

Ledger hosts variety of events

Herald photo

Copperas Cove students perform a play at Lea Ledger Auditorium.

AT LEFT: Sheri Wilson of Copperas Cove 
paints an acrylic painting of an abstract 
sti l l  l i fe as her work is on display at the 
Take 190 West art show Feb. 28 at the 
Kil leen Civic and Conference Center.

TOP: Marty Stanek, vice president of the 
Kil leen Civic Art Guild, does a wood carving 
demonstration at the group’s booth at the 
Take 190 West art show Feb. 28 at the 
Kil leen Civic and Conference Center.

ABOVE: Jack Walker of Clifton sits next to his 
bronze sculpture of a Buffalo Soldier at his 
booth at the Take 190 West art show Feb. 28 
at the Kil leen Civic and Conference Center.

Herald photos by Steven Doll
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By Iuliana Petre
Killeen Daily Herald

Following a year of  big accomplish-
ments and positive community sup-
port in 2007-08 — a year during which 
Vive Les Arts, Killeen’s only commu-
nity theater, experienced an increase 
in membership, grants, public gifts 
and technological improvements — 
who knew there was room for even 
more improvements?

In the eyes of  Eric Shephard, the 
theater’s director, there always is 
room to grow. And in March 2008, 
Shephard said his goal for the VLA 
was to work more closely with groups 

like the Killeen Civic Art Guild to 
pair production with art hanging in 
the lobby, and also to take produc-
tions to the community rather than 
vice versa.

During the 2008-09 year, Sheph-
ard and the VLA were successful in 
meeting both goals.

Pairing up with the art guild 
helped to give the theater’s gallery 
extra appeal and community involve-
ment in the theatre increased, too.

But, the changes didn’t stop there.
“One of  the changes that we expe-

rienced was yet another increase in 
our membership,” Shephard said in 
January, adding “we have kept think-

ing that economic conditions or (the 
ongoing deployments to the Middle 
East) would prevent (people from 
gaining interest in the theater), but 
that hasn’t happened.”

In the artistic arena, too, the VLA 
experienced growth. Dance and cho-
reography gained appeal and became 
larger elements of  the programs.

“Our shows have more dance in 
them,” Shephard said, adding that 
dance is not limited to one style, but 
incorporates a multitude of  styles, 
from hip-hop to break dancing, 
tango and “Bollywood”-type Indian 
dancing.

“Cats,” one of  the most physically 

challenging productions for its per-
formers, was fraught with dance, 
and received rave reviews from the-
ater goers.

“Dance has really come to the fore-
front,” Shephard said.

And high standards for pro-
ductions have attracted talented 
performers.

“As far as the quality of  perform-
ers, we’re � nding more and more 
talented people — in our area and 
beyond our area — coming to do 
shows,” Shephard said, adding that 
performers from Austin, Waco and 
even Houston have come out to au-
dition at the VLA. A performer with 

the Houston Grand Opera audi-
tioned, and was selected, to perform
in the theater’s production of  “Ain’t
Misbehavin’,” which opened in Feb-
ruary 2009.

On the technical side, the theater
upgraded its lighting and sound
equipment, and refurbished the
lobby and parlor bathrooms. VLA
also picked up a major sponsor in
Scott & White Hospital, thus increas-
ing its grant revenue by 10 percent.
Yet, despite increases in so many ar-
eas, prices have not changed.

Contact Iuliana Petre at ipetre@
kdhnews.com or (254) 501-7469.

Vive Les Arts keeps surpassing its goals

Herald/DAVID MORRIS

Performers get a feel for the stage during a dress rehearsal for the Vive Les Arts production of “Cats” in September. The show was a sell-out, and the theater had to add additional shows.

Herald photos

Clockwise from top 
left: Rachel Harris, 
15, and Bethany Berg, 
19, rehearse for “Ain’t 
Misbehavin’” Feb. 2.

The cast of “Aristocats” 
prepares a dance scene for 
the VLA Children’s Theatre 
production in February.

Dancers step through their 
moves for the “Chicago” 
portion of the play, “Movie 
Legends,” which was a 
fundraiser for VLA.

Ralph, played by William 
Selby, top right, narrates 
“A Christmas Story” as the 
mother, played by Cindy 
Horne, Randy, played by 
Christian Turnbell, and 
Ralphie, played by Tyler 
Hubbs, perform in December.
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By Iuliana Petre
Killeen Daily Herald

The year 2008 was one of  
quality, not quantity, for the 
Bell County Museum.

With one less exhibit on dis-
play than the previous year, 
the museum didn’t compro-
mise on its product, but expe-
rienced an increase in its vis-
itor numbers, tours offered, 
special events and outreach 
programs.

And although three may 
seem like a small number for 
exhibits, the exhibits are dif� -
cult to put together and they’re 
time consuming, said Stepha-
nie Turnham, the museum’s 
director, adding “we’ve had 
more people in the museum 
than ever before.”

In a � rst-time exhibit, the 
museum showcased a collec-
tion of  photographs by Ed-
ward S. Curtis of  the plains 
Indians taken around the turn 
of  the century. The show ran 
during the summer in 2008 for 
a couple of  months.

“It was a wonderful thing to 
bring for the residents and vis-
itors to the region,” Turnham 
said, adding “that was a big 
deal since it was the � rst time 
we had this show.”

And since the museum’s fa-
cility expansion in 2006, em-
ployees and visitors all are 
enjoying the bene� ts the new 
space has given them, and 
there is no other plan to ex-
pand the facility.

But, there will soon be a per-
manent exhibit — an archeo-
logical exhibit — inside the mu-
seum, scheduled to open this 
month. The exhibit is called 
the Chisholm Trail Monument 
and will feature the “very rich 
archeological inheritance of  
this area,” and speci� cally the 
Gault Site — the scene of  an 
ongoing excavation project 
containing evidence of  Clovis 
culture dating to 13,000 years 
ago — Turnham said.

According to the Texas Be-
yond History Web site, run by 
the College of  Liberal Arts 

at the University of  Texas 
at Austin, the “Clovis people 
were hunters and gatherers 
and thoroughly familiar with 
the region midway between 
Georgetown and Fort Hood in 
Central Texas.”

“We’re working with a � rm 
out of  Boston who’s design-
ing the exhibit for us,” Turn-
ham said.

Educational trunks are of-
fered at no cost to educators. 
The most popular trunks are 
the Native American trunk and 
the Chisholm Trail trunk.

For more information about 
the Gault site, visit www.tex-
asbeyondhistory.net.

For more information about 
the Bell County Museum, call 
(254) 933-5243.

There is no fee to visitors of  
the Bell County Museum.

Bell County Museum draws 
variety of exhibits each year

Herald/DAVID MORRIS

Horace Grace, chairman of the Central Texas College Center for African-American Studies and 
Research, and Stephanie Turnham, director of the Bell County Museum browse through the written 
autobiographies of historic African-American cit izens of Bell County Feb. 27.
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