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Welcome to the great pla

, Lynch takes
command of Fort
Hood, Il Corps

By Amanda Kim Stairrett

Killeen Daily Herald

Fort Hood welcomed its
newest commander last sum-
mer as Lt. Gen. Rick Lynch
returned to Central Texas
with his wife, Killeen native
Sarah (Cockerham) Lynch.

Then-Lt. Gen. Ray Odierno
handed Il Corps and Fort
Hood over Lynch. Odierno
was conbPrmed by the Senate
on July 10 to serve as the next
commander of Multinational
Forces-lraq and for promo-
tion to general. Odierno re-
placed the top commander
in Irag, Gen. David Petraeus,
who was also conbrmed on
July 10 to serve as head of
U.S. Central Command.

Lynch took the helm of a
post that had more than 26,000
soldiers deployed. Those
units were the 4th Infantry
Division; 3rd Armored Cav-
alry Regiment; 3rd Brigade
Combat Team, 1st Infantry
Division; 4th Sustainment
Brigade; 41st Fires Brigade;
4th Brigade Combat Team,
1st Cavalry Division; 62nd
Engineer Battalion; and Task
Force ODIN.

This was LynchOs seventh
assignment at Fort Hood. He
served as commander of the
1st Cavalry DivisionOs 1st Bat-
talion, 8th Cavalry Regiment,
from May 1993 to July 1995;
commander of the 4th In-
fantry DivisionOs 1st Brigade
Combat Team from April
1997 to May 1999; and as the
4th InfantryOs assistant divi-
sion commander for support
from June 2001 to July 2002.

It was great to be back in
the Great Place, Lynch said
of Fort Hood.

It is said that the Army is
at a breaking point; that is
just not true, Lynch said af-
ter the ceremony. Soldiers are
proud of what theyOre doing
and they are making a differ-
ence, he said.

He said his goal was to
focus on soldiers and their
families, continuing to pre-
pare soldiers for combat and
making sure the post does
the right things for their
families.

The Lynches have spent 14
years at Fort Hood so this is
truly coming home to them,
the general said. Their two
children, Susan and Lucas,
are graduates of Harker
Heights High School.

Lynch came to Fort Hood
from Fort Stewart, Ga., where
he commanded the 3rd Infan-
try Division. He led the divi-
sion during a 15-month de-
ployment to Iraq, returning
in June 2008.

Lynch immediately began
implementing changes at
Fort Hood. When he was last
at Fort Hood during Sept. 11,
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2001, the post increased secu-
rity measures as a response to
the terrorist attacks.

At that time, Owe went into
our bunkers,0 Lynch said in
October. He returned seven
years later to take over as Il
Corps and Fort Hood com-
mander, and Omy assess-
ment is that weOre still in
bunkers.O

Lynch focused on commu-
nity relations and making
the post more accessible to
the public. Lynch outlined
changes the post is making to
become more public-friendly
including changes to the for-
mer Fort Hood Catering and

Conference Center.

The new name is Club Hood
and it now offers dining op-
tions like Sunday Brunch,
which is available 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. on the Pbrst and third
Sunday of each month. The
brunches could be extended to
every Sunday if they grow in
enthusiasm, Lynch said.

If post ofbcials wanted to
meet with community leaders
in the past, they would go to
the OfbcersO Club on Sunday
for brunch and talk, Lynch
said. The Sunday Brunch fea-
ture brings that back.

The postis open 11 a.m.to 2
p.m. on those Sundays. Driv-

ers of vehicles that donOt have
a Defense Department decal
need only present a driverOs
license at any gate, accord-
ing to information from Fam-
ily and Morale, Welfare and
Recreation.

Another of LynchOs goals
was to make Ill Corps the
OFamily First Corps.O Soldiers
arenOt working on weekends
on Fort Hood, theyOre going
home at 3 p.m. on Thursdays
and theyOre home for dinner
by 6 p.m., Lynch said.

OIOm giving folks their week-
ends back, but you all can help
by giving families things to do
with their time,O he said.

He has also focused on is-
sues like soldiersO access to
health care and motorcycle
safety

The post has 80 percent
of the health care providers
needed and allotted, he said
in October.

The Warrior Transition
Unit was created to help
wounded soldiers get the
treatment they need. One hun-
dred bfty of the postOs WTU
soldiers have visible wounds,
Lynch said, and 411 have in-
visible wounds.

One of his passions is bg-
uring out how to build a be-
havioral health center on Fort

Hood. The post is short of
health care providers, Lynch
said, and access to care must
be improved.

Fort Hood has a Resilience
and Restoration Center, the
primary outpatient mental
health care clinic providing
services to active-duty service
members, according to infor-
mation from Carl R. Darnall
Army Medical Center.

Lynch said Fort Hood would
need $46 million to build a be-
havioral health center. Men-
tal health care professionals
would work out of that facil-
ity to take care of soldiers, he
added.
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Soldiers coming and going from Middle East assignments

By Amanda Kim Stairre

Killeen Daily Herald

Soldiers from nearly every
Fort Hood unit were in the
Middle East or Afghanistan
by fall 2008, just another re-
minder of the importance the
post plays thousands of miles
from Central Texas.

It was announced in mid-
May by the Texas comptrol-
ler that one of every 10 active-
duty soldiers in the Army is
stationed at Fort Hood, mak-
ing it the largest installation
in the United States.

Fort Hood's fourth-larg-
est unit, the 3rd Armored
Cavalry Regiment, deployed
in late 2007 and returned in
January and February to Fort
Hood.

In its time in Iraq, the regi-
ment's area of operations cov-
ered the Nineveh and Diyala
Provinces, and air support
over the city of Baghdad and
south of Baghdad, said Col.
Michael Bills, regimental
commander.

Second or Sabre Squadron
was the smallest unit but had
the largest area to secure,
Bills said. Fourth or Long-
knife Squadron provided air
support over Baghdad, specif-
ically Sadr City and a large
area south of Baghdad. The
rest of the regiment, 1st or Ti-
ger, 3rd or Thunder and Sup-
port or Muleskinner Squad-
rons were in the Nineveh
Province. The province is
223 miles from the Syrian
border.

Among the accomplish-
ments, soldiers reduced the
violence in all three prov-
inces by teaming with their
Iragi Security Force counter-
parts, Bills said.

In Nineveh, the number of
daily attacks decreased from
an average of 40 a day to sin-

Deployed Fort Hood units
» 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 1st

Infantry Division
» 41st Fires Brigade

» 1st Brigade Combat Team, 4th
Infantry Division (return by April)
» Combat Aviation Brigade, 4th

Infantry Division

» 4th Brigade Combat Team, 1st

Cavalry Division

» Special Troops Battalion, 1st

Cavalry Division

» 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 1st

Cavalry Division

» 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 1st

Cavalry Division

» 1st Brigade Combat Team, 1st

Cavalry Division

» 4th Battalion, 5th Air Defense
Artillery (assigned to the 1st Cavalry

Division)

gle digits. More than 1,000
roadside bombs were cleared
from roads and 39 combat
outposts and 105 checkpoints
were established in the city.

More than 3,400 insurgents
and 140 hard-core fighters
were captured or killed, Bills
said.

“This allowed for further
growth and freedom of move-
ment throughout a city of 1.7
million that has been absent
the last couple of years,” the
colonel said. “The courage,
valor and incredible effort
of the Brave Ri es troopers
has allowed an increase in
commerce, growth of market
places and small businesses,
the building of schools so
that children are able to at-
tend schools and nally the
service improvements.”

The regiment completed
more than 850 projects that in-
cluded everything from agri-
culture to literacy programs.

“One tremendous accom-
plishment was the extensive
recruiting and training cam-

Brigade

Command

Command

» 582nd Medical Logistics
Company, 1st Medical Brigade, 13th
Sustainment Command

» 126th Field Surgical Team, 1st
Medical Brigade, 13th Sustainment

Command

» 81st Adjutant General (Postal)
Company, 15th Sustainment Brigade,
13th Sustainment Command

» 502nd Postal Platoon,
15th Sustainment Brigade, 13th
Sustainment Command

» 502nd Casualty Liaison Team,
15th Sustainment Brigade, 13th

paign that increased the num-
bers of Iraqgi Security Forces

in Nineveh Province from
35,000 to 72,000 in an eight-
month period,” Bills said.

The regiment uncased its
colors during a Feb. 19 cere-
mony at Fort Hood. It hosted
an Operation Iraqi Freedom
memorial on Feb. 25.

The 41st Fires Brigade
cased its colors on May 28,
2008, in preparation for an
Iraq deployment — its third.
Movement to the Middle East
began for the brigade that
summer with the deployment
of the 1st Battalion, 21st Field
Artillery Regiment. Those
soldiers are expected home
this summer.

Two 89th Military Police
Brigade companies from Fort
Hood — the 64th Military Po-
lice and 401st Military Po-
lice — returned in July 2008.
The 720th Military Police Bat-
talion’s Headquarters and
Headquarters Detachment
return to Central Texas in
early summer 2008, said Spc.

» 504th Battle eld Surveillance

» 932nd Medical Detachment, 1st
Medical Brigade, 13th Sustainment

, 176th Medical Detachment, 1st
Medical Brigade, 13th Sustainment

Kimberly Millett, a brigade
spokeswoman.

More than 100 soldiers from
the 87th Engineer Company,
8th Engineer Battalion, 36th
Engineer Brigade, left for
Irag on April 28, 2008.

Afghanistan

Fort Hood currently has
units in Afghanistan, includ-
ing the 62nd Engineer Battal-
ion, which deployed in April
2008.

The 36th Engineer Brigade’s
Headquarters returned from
Afghanistan in June 2008.

The 1st Infantry Division's
3rd Brigade Combat Team,
received orders mid-March
2008 to deploy to Afghanistan
in July

Sustainment Command

., Bravo Detachment, 230th
Financial Management Company,
15th Sustainment Brigade, 13th
Sustainment Command

, Delta Detachment, 230th
Financial Management Company,
15th Sustainment Brigade, 13th
Sustainment Command

,, Charlie Detachment, 15th
Financial Management Company,
15th Sustainment Brigade, 13th
Sustainment Command

» 96th Transportation Company,
15th Sustainment Brigade, 13th
Sustainment Command

» 406th Transportation Company
Detachment, 15th Sustainment
Brigade, 13th Sustainment Command

» 154th Transportation Company,
15th Sustainment Brigade, 13th
Sustainment Command

Those soldiers are expected
back at Fort Hood in June.
They will begin a move to
Fort Knox, Ky, shortly after
returning.

A small team from the bri-
gade is already at Fort Knox,
working with division and
installation agencies to make
sure the nearly 1,000-mile
move goes smoothly, said
Capt. Andrea Pratt, a brigade
spokeswoman.

Those officials also are
working with local schools and
youth-service organizations.

About 3,700 soldiers are as-
signed to the light-infantry
brigade and more than 2,000
are married, Pratt said. About
200 of those are dual-military
families.

“We already have hundreds
of personnel who have volun-

» 53rd Quartermaster Company,
15th Sustainment Brigade, 13th
Sustainment Command

» 664th Ordnance Company,
15th Sustainment Brigade, 13th
Sustainment Command

» D7th Expeditionary Signal
Battalion, 15th Sustainment Brigade,
13th Sustainment Command

» Headquarters, 4th Sustainment
Brigade, 13th Sustainment Command

» Brigade Troops Battalion,
4th Sustainment Brigade, 13th
Sustainment Command

» 553rd Corps Support
Sustainment Battalion, 4th
Sustainment Brigade, 13th
Sustainment Command

» 62nd Quartermaster Company,
4th Sustainment Brigade, 13th
Sustainment Command

—From staff reports

teered to PCS to Knox and we
are working with Human Re-
sources Command to make
sure those personnel are
cleared with their branch,”
she wrote in an e-mail earlier
this month.

The brigade was reacti-
vated at Fort Hood on April
19, 2007.

It was supposed to be based
out of Fort Knox, not Fort
Hood, but space wasn't avail-
able at the time.

The activation came two
years earlier than expected
in “order to build a combat-
ready unit,” the brigade com-
mander, Col. John Spiszer,
said last summer.

Contact Amanda Kim
Stairrett at astair@kdhnews.
com or (254) 501-7547.
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Fort Hood has room for 50,000 soldiers

By Amanda Kim Stairrett
Killeen Daily Herald

Fort Hood's population will hit a
low point in January; the post’'s com-
mander said Dec. 19.

With the 1st Cavalry Division leav-
ing for Iraq and units like the 4th In-
fantry Division’s Headquarters and
1st Brigade Combat Team and 3rd
Armored Cavalry Regiment on the
verge of returning, the number of
soldiers will fall to 39,950, Lt. Gen.
Rick Lynch said in December.

The 4th Infantry’s Headquarters
and 1st Brigade Combat Team is
set to move to Fort Carson, Colo., 90
days after returning from Iraq and
the 1st Infantry Division's 3rd Bri-
gade Combat Team is scheduled to
move to Fort Knox, Ky, after return-
ing from Afghanistan in the fall. It
is after those moves that the popula-
tion “enters steady state,” according
to information from Fort Hood.

Lynch has said since taking com-
mand of Il Corps and Fort Hood ve
months ago that the post has the in-
frastructure and space to support a
population of 50,000 soldiers. He'’s
been on a “major campaign” to bring
troops to Central Texas, he said.

As home to the 4th Infantry and
1st Cavalry, Fort Hood is the Ar-
my’s only two-division post. It will
lose that status in the summer, but
is set to gain Division West, First
Army, currently headquartered at
Fort Carson. The command is led
by a two-star general, like the 4th
Infantry.

Also coming to Il the space left
by the Ivy Division are two more
training support brigades that will
increase the post’s ability to mobi-
lize and train National Guard and
Reserve soldiers, Lynch said. The
120th Infantry Brigade conducts that
mission at North Fort Hood now.

North Fort Hood is a training facil-
ity for National Guard and Reserve
troops. Before the Iraq war started,
the facilities were used for the re-
serve components’ annual training
— the “two weekends a month, two
weeks a year.”

Heral@AVID MO

Sgt. Ruth Kaneko texts her family as soltierthromiantry Division fall into formagom welcome home ceremony Feb. 6.

To prepare for National Guard
and Reserve troops, millions of dol-
lars were pumped into improving
North Fort Hood. This included add-
ing infrastructure and classrooms.
Not only were accommodations for
the latest high-tech training equip-
ment added, but recreational, laun-
dry and Army and Air Force Ex-
change facilities were improved,
said 120th of cials.

Improvements were necessary
to accommodate the several thou-
sand soldiers from the 37th, Edward
Turner, mobilization division chief
said in January 2008, and those im-
provements are continuing.

The goal is to be able to accom-
modate a full brigade — 3,600 sol-
diers, Turner added. This means
that more than facilities need to
be improved. Of cials must work

with local utility companies to make
sure North Fort Hood has access to
things like electricity:

But it isn't just Army units that
train at North Fort Hood. The 120th
also trains joint-service teams made
up of other branches.

Fort Hood is one of the Army’s
10 mobilization training centers
and the 120th’s soldiers are a com-
bination of active duty, Reserve

and National Guard.

The brigade’s headquarters are at
Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio,
but will move to Fort Hood in April,
Clarke said.

First Army is divided into two
divisions: East and West. Division
West is made up of six training
support brigades west of the Mis-
sissippi River. Ten comprise Divi-
sion East.

Fort Hood honors Mills, Beck for commitment to post

By Amanda Kim Stairrett

Killeen Daily Herald

In life, Marvin Leath,
Tommy Joe Mills and Ber-
nie Beck worked closely as
advocates for Fort Hood, so it
is only appropriate that after
their deaths they be so close at
the post they loved so much.

The main gate, just down the
road from the Marvin Leath
Visitor Center, was renamed
the “Bernie Beck Gate” and
Hood Road was renamed “T.J.
Mills Boulevard” July 14. The
visitor center was named for
Leath in February 2006.

Mills and Beck were local
residents and businessmen
who shared a vision of what

Fort Hood could become, said

Maj. Jay Adams, a Ill Corps
spokesman.

Amid the celebration in July,
each man's family said they
would have been humbled by
such honors. Tommy Joe was
probably up in heaven, shak-
ing his nger and saying “you
should’ve never let that hap-
pen,” his son, Billy Mills, said.

What is important, though,
is that people know how much
Mills loved Killeen, Fort Hood
and all soldiers, Billy said. It
was about being a good lis-
tener and asking service men
and women what they needed,
he added. He called his father
a little man with a big heart.

In the early 1990s, Fort Hood
was not known as a place sol-
diers wanted to be stationed,
said then-Lt. Gen. Ray Odi-
erno, then-lll Corps’ and Fort
Hood’s commander. Now Fort
Hood is the nest installation
in the Army; and Mills and
Beck had more to do with that
anyone else, he added.

“Both were outstanding
leaders in the community and
extremely strong advocates for

ABOVE: Vehicles travel
T.J. Mills Boulevard at F
Hood. The road was ren
for Tommy Joe Mills on .

AT LEFT: Colleen Beck,
daughter of Bernie Beck
shakes the hand of Lt. C
Raymond Odierno as the
speak to members of the
during a press conferen:
to announce the renamil
the Main Gate to Bernie
Gate July 14 at Fort Hoc

Herald photos by
David Morris

the improvement in the qual-

ity of life for soldiers and their

families here at Fort Hood,”
said Ron Taylor, current Cen-
tral Texas-Fort Hood AUSA
chapter president and senior
vice president at Fort Hood
National Bank. “They were
strong voices for the Army on
Capitol Hill in Washington,

D.C., and provided outstand-

ing support for soldiers over
many years.”

Tommy Joe and Bernie had
a great vision that Fort Hood
would be a premier installa-
tion and that has come true,
Billy said.

The two wanted to make
Fort Hood a great place so it
is ironic that it is now called

“The Great Place,” said Coleen
Beck, Bernie’s daughter.

Bernie, too, would be hum-
bled by Monday’s ceremony;
but would consider it a great
honor because he loved Fort
Hood, said his widow, Sis
Beck.

“Bernie was a soldier in the
Army and then he was a sol-

dier in civilian life,” Sis said.

Mills and Beck did much to
improve the infrastructure
on post and invested much of
their own time and resources
to serve as advocates for sol-
diers and Fort Hood, Adams
said. Naming the structures
after these two men was a “no-
brainer, he said.

Plans are also under way
to include information about
Leath, Mills and Beck at the
visitor center so people will
know just how much they con-
tributed to the post. It's impor-
tant to extend a sense of tra-
dition, Adams said, giving a
permanence to Fort Hood'’s
history
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1st Cavalry Division takes command in Irag

By Amanda Kim Stairrett

Killeen Daily Herald

Fort Hood’s two divisions
switched out in Baghdad for
the third time in nearly six
years.

During a Feb. 10 transfer of
authority ceremony at Camp
Liberty, the incoming Maj.
Gen. Daniel Bolger told the
departing Maj. Gen. Jeffery
Hammond, “You are our team-
mates at Fort Hood and in this
war. Our two divisions stand
together as you have taught
us to be ‘steadfast and loyal’ ...
like the partnership between
our soldiers and the soldiers
and police of Iraq.”

“Brother, let's nish this off
and get on home,” the 4th In-
fantry’s Hammond said to the
1st Cavalry’s Bolger.

Hammond returned to Fort
Hood the next day with about
275 soldiers from the 4th In-
fantry Division’s Special
Troops Battalion. The rest of
the division that is based at
Fort Hood — the 1st Brigade
Combat Team — is set to re-
turn in March.

The 1st Cavalry Division
departed brigade by brigade,
starting in December with the
3rd Brigade Combat Team.
The division’s colors were
cased on Dec. 12 and Bolger
and his staff departed a little
more than a month later from
Fort Hood.

The headquarters was fol-
lowed by the 1st and 2nd Bri-
gade Combat Teams.

The division’s 4th Brigade
Combat Team was already in
Irag, having deployed to the
southern portion of the coun-
try in the summer of 2008. The
brigade was formerly part of
the 4th Brigade, but re agged
as a 1st Cavalry unit on March
7, 2008.

It was part of a Fort Hood/
Fort Bliss/Fort Carson shuf-
e that had more effect on
guidons than soldiers. The
1st Cavalry’s 4th Brigade
deployed with it from Fort
Bliss. Once returning from
Iraq, the brigade’s colors
were cased, moved to Fort
Hood and uncased by the 4th
Infantry’s 4th Brigade. The
4th Infantry’s 4th Brigade
colors were then moved to
Fort Carson.

The security in Baghdad
greatly improved thanks to
the efforts of the 4th Infan-
try, said Lt. Gen. Lloyd Aus-
tin 11l, commander of Multi-
national Corps—Iraq and the
XVIII Airborne Corps, which

Heral @@ATRINA RAW

More than 500 soldiers with the 1st Cavalnyadivcsieploy on Feb. 2.
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During a Feb. 10 transfer of authority ceremony at

Camp Liberty,

the incoming Maj. Gen. Daniel Bolger told the depar ting
Maj. Gen. Jeffery Hammond, “You are our teammates a t Fort Hood
and in this war. Our two divisions stand togethera s you have
taught us to be ‘steadfast and loyal’ ... like the partnership between
our soldiers and the soldiers and police of Irag.”

replaced Il Corps there Feb-
ruary 2008. Austin credited
that success to Hammond’s
“superb leadership.”

Hammond thanked the
Iragi soldiers and security
forces for their accomplish-
ments and improvements
and urged them to continue
with the 1st Cavalry.

“l ask you to partner with
the 1st Cav,” Hammond said.
“They will remain strong.
They are well led by Maj.
Gen. Dan Bolger”

The 1st Cavalry rededicated
its Operation Iragi Freedom
memorial in May 2008 after
returning from Irag.

The memorial was created
in 2006 after the 1st Caval-
ry’s rst deployment to Iraq.
The division’s rededication
unveiled the 493 freshly en-
graved names of those who
died while serving with the 1st
Cavalry during its 15 months
leading Multinational Divi-
sion-Baghdad. That num-
ber also includes those who

didn't bear a giant Cav patch
on their left shoulders — the
other soldiers, sailors, air-
men and Marines who were
attached to and died serving
alongside the division.

Lt. Gen. Joseph F. Fil Jr. led
the division from November
2005 to February 2008, serv-
ing as its 72nd commander.
He traveled to Fort Hood for
the rededication from his
current assignment as com-
mander of the Eighth U.S.
Army in Korea.

Heral@AVID MO

An honor guard raises the cased 1st Cavalfla@i
nearly 19,000 soldiers from the division pdepaognt

to Iraqg on Dec. 12.
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Soldiers of the 1st Brigade Combat Teanry fivisiamttake their bags to waiting vehiek=s after returning from Iraqg March 11.

4th Infantry home, headed to Fort Carson

By Amanda Kim Stairrett

Killeen Daily Herald

The 4th Infantry Division's
1st Brigade Combat Team is
nearly returned to Fort Hood
and the community is already
preparing to say goodbye to
the division.

The Special Troops Battal-
ion, which included the head-
quarters led by Maj. Gen. Jef-
fery Hammond, served 15
months in Iraq and returned
to Fort Hood in February

Even before the soldiers re-
turned, of cials were work-
ing on the 1st Brigade's and
Special Troops Battalion’s
move to Fort Carson, which
is scheduled to happen this
summer.

The 4th Infantry Division’s
Headquarters and Special
Troops Battalion deployed to
Iraq late 2007 to take over as
head of Multinational Divi-
sion-Baghdad and its Combat
Aviation Brigade joined them
in Summer 2008.

The division did not leave as
one large body as it and Fort
Hood’s other division, the 1st
Cavalry, did in deployments
past.

The division’s 1st Brigade
Combat Team left Central
Texas in early 2008 after its
original deployment date was
pushed back several months.
It was announced in Octo-
ber 2007 that instead of leav-
ing in November and Decem-
ber, the soldiers would deploy
in March. Those soldiers de-
ployed for 12 months.

The change was likely based
on the then-current situation
in Irag, and with drawdowns
and realignments, the Army
didn't need 1st Brigade until
then, a division spokesman
said in October.

The 4th Infantry’s 2nd and
3rd Brigade Combat Teams are
at Fort Carson, Colo., and the
3rd deployed with the Head-
quarters and Special Troops
Battalion. The 2nd Brigade,
which relocated to Fort Car-

Heral 8TEVEN L
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Staff Sgt. Shawn Washington, 1st Battalitant®2Redgmment, 1st Brigade Combat Teairy Bifvikitam holds his daughter, Jordan s
she broke through the crowd to greet him Mahdnm&aming ceremony at Cameron Field.

son in June 2007, deployed this
year.

The Combat Aviation Bri-
gade’s first flight left Fort
Hood in June 2008.

The division came together
again in Baghdad and the sur-
rounding area.

“The benet of the modu-
lar system is the commands
can seamlessly integrate bri-
gades without affecting the

mission,” he said.

The Defense Department
announced in early March
that the 4th Infantry’s 4th Bri-
gade Combat Team, which
is stationed at Fort Carson,
Colo., is scheduled to deploy
to Afghanistan.

Though no of cial orders

have been released, Maj. Gen.

Jeffery W. Hammond, 4th In-
fantry commander, said dur-

Spc. John Dtydasco, 4th S
his 3-year-ol

the cheek o

Heral8TEVEN DO

upport Battaliode X3oBbigaTeam, 4th Infantry Divisio

ing a Feb. 25 town hall that the
division’s 3rd Brigade Combat
Team and the division head-
quarters were expected to de-
ploy no later than mid-2010.
Those soldiers will probably
go to Afghanistan, he said.
Those are policy-level deci-
sions on which division of -

cials do not have a vote, Ham-
mond added.

The 1st Brigade and Special
Troops Battalion are leaving
Fort Hood with a bang. Wel-
come-home ceremonies have
been elaborate, community-
wide affairs.

Soldiers are greeted at Vic-

tory Corner (the corner of
Clarke Road and U.S. High-
way 190) and at the division’'s
parade field on Fort Hood.
They are also treated to a
path through Killeen and Fort
Hood that is lined with ban-
ners, ags and welcome-home
signs.

LL

n, kisses

d daughter, Brmokbydjvghhis son, Jared, 1, March 17|
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Testing equipment for the troops

Special to the Daily Herald

The United States Army Oper-
ational Test Command, the Ar-
my’s only independent tester, tests
and assesses equipment, systems
and technology in a realistic op-
erational environment using typi-
cal soldiers to determine whether
these products are effective, suit-
able and survivable in varying
environments.

Operational Test Command,
“the trusted agent of the soldier,”
is a subordinate command of the
Army Test and Evaluation Com-
mand, Alexandria, Va.

Operational Test Command is
composed of ve test directorates
(Aviation; Maneuver; Battle Com-
mand and Communications; Ma-
neuver Support and Sustainment;
and Futures Integration) located at
West Fort Hood; Test and Evalua-
tion Coordination Of ce located at
Fort Leonard Wood, Mo.; and four
forward test directorates located at
the following installations:

» Airborne and Special Opera-
tions, Fort Bragg, N.C.

» Air Defense Artillery, Fort
Bliss

» Fire Support, Fort Sill, Okla.

» Intelligence and Electronic
Warfare, Fort Huachuca, Ariz.

Col. Curtis Potts, Operational
Test Command commander,
handed the West Fort Hood-based
unit over to James Amato, Senior
Executive Service Level I. Amato
is a civilian and currently serves
as Operational Test Command’s
director.

Other
include:

, Col. Steve Duke, new chief, Ma-
neuver Test Directorate, July 2008

» Col. Dave Wellons, new chief,
Fire Support Test Directorate, July
2008

, Lt. Col. Cassandra Miller, new
G-1, October 2008

Command Sgt. Maj. Lawrence
Wilson, the command’s senior non-
commissioned of cer, left Opera-
tional Test Command to serves as
the senior noncommissioned of -
cer of Multinational Force-Iraq.

personnel changes

Heral@AVID MOI

Operational Test Command’s Command Sgtev&jldeawsbows longtime friend Jay Tag@eitbofGhamber of Commerce how to p

self while jumping with a parachute duriadetheéecsvday demonstration June 3 at West Fort Hoo

Operational Test Command, “the trusted agent of the soldier,” is a subordinate

command of the Army Test and Evaluation Command, Al

ATEC Forward Operational As-
sessment teams, under the direct
command of Operational Test
Command, began deploying in 2003
and began embedding with mili-
tary units in Iraq, Afghanistan and
Kuwait in January 2005 to collect
data on critical systems being used
by soldiers.

FOA teams, generally 24 to 27 sol-
diers/Department of the Army ci-

vilians/contractors, rotate every
six months, and have a two-part
mission that combines their roles
as both testers and liaisons for sol-
diers and the Army. The data the
FOA teams collect is provided to
Army leadership to assist them in
the acquisition decision-making
process.

Key 2008 FOA events:

» Forward Operational Assess-

exandria, Va.

ment Team IX redeployed in April
2008

» Forward Operational Assess-
ment Team X deployed in March
2008, redeployed in October 2008

» Forward Operational Assess-
ment Team Xl deployed in Septem-
ber 2008, will redeploy in April 2009

» Initial planning under way for
Forward Operational Assessment
Team XII

Major tests conducted in 2008 in-
clude: AT4 Combined Space Tan-
dem Warhead, Future Combat Sys-
tem, XM320 Grenade Launcher
Module, Joint Warning and Re-
porting Network, Mine Resistant
Ambush Protected vehicle, Stryker
Mobile Gun System and Net En-
abled Command Capacity:.

Also in 2008, retired Operational
Test Command Technical Director
Robert W. Hall was inducted into
the Operational Testers’ Hall of
Fame on Sept. 24. He was the 28th
honoree.
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13th Sustainment always ready to deploy

By Amanda Kim Stairrett
Killeen Daily Herald

Officials with the 13th
Sustainment Command are fond
of saying that “since the beginning
of the Global War on Terror, the
sun has not set in Central Texas
without soldiers of the 13th
deployed in harm’s way.”

The command sends out soldiers
in unit sizes that range from team
to brigade.

The command currently has
about 20 units deployed to Iraq,
Kuwait and Afghanistan.

“That tends to follow the trend,”
Maj. Jay Adams, then a command
spokesman, said in June 2008. ‘As
arule of thumb, we generally have
about one-third of our soldiers
deployed at any given time.

‘All our units are generally
deployed, recently redeployed or
prepping for deployment.”

The command is led by Brig.
Gen. Paul Wentz.

The 96th Transportation
Company left in fall 2008 for its
sixth six-month deployment.

“Ninety-sixth, this ain’t your
rstrodeo,” Col. Larry Phelps, 15th
Sustainment Brigade commander,
said to the company’s soldiers in
October.

The company’s tours have lasted
anywhere from six to 12 months.
The soldiers’ previous stay in
Irag was nine months and this
deployment is set to last for 12
months.

The 96th is a combat heavy
equipment transport or HET
company, meaning the soldiers
haul the biggest equipment in the
Army like M1A1 Abrams tanks
that can weigh more than 60 tons
each.

Like many units within 13th
Sustainment, the company deploys
by itself, not part of a division like
companies and battalions in the
1st Cavalry and 4th Infantry.

The company deployed with a
lot of new soldiers, said Staff Sgt.
Thomas Wardale, who has deployed
with the unit all six times.

Amidst training, selected units
from the command were on alert
in September as Hurricane |ke
approached the Gulf Coast.

The two units prepared to
respond in case the damage
from Hurricane Ike exceeded the
capabilities of state and local
of cials.

“This is not the first time
units from the 13th Sustainment
Command deployed to assist
communities during times of
natural disasters,” said Col.
Carolyn Carroll, the command’s
chief of staff.

The command’s Headquarters,
several support battalions,
movement control teams, logistics
companies and a combat support
hospital deployed from Fort Hood
in support of Joint Task Force
Katrina in 2005. In the aftermath
of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita,
“our soldiers helped with rescue
missions, medical treatment,
transportation of equipment,
delivery of drinking water, and
recovery and cleanup,” Carroll
said.

Units from the 13th Sustainment
Command currently deployed

‘All our units are
generally deployed,
recently redeployed

or prepping for
deployment.”
Maj. Jay Adams

are the 1st Medical Brigade’s
932nd Medical Detachment,
176th Medical Detachment, 582nd
Medical Logistics Company
and 126th Field Surgical Team;
the 15th Sustainment Brigade's
81st Adjutant General (Postal)
Company, 502nd Postal Platoon,
502nd Casualty Liaison Team,
Bravo Detachment, 230th Financial
Management Company, Delta
Detachment, 230th Financial
Management Company, Charlie
Detachment, 15th Financial
Management Company, 96th
Transportation Company,
406th Transportation Company
Detachment. 154th Transportation
Company, 53rd Quartermaster
Company, 664th Ordnance
Company, 57th Expeditionary
Signal Battalion; and the 4th
Sustainment Brigade’s Brigade
Troops Battalion, 553rd Corps
Support Sustainment Battalion and
62nd Quartermaster Company.

The latest 13th Sustainment unit
to return is the 15th Sustainment’s
62nd Quartermaster Company.
About 100 soldiers returned March
15 to Fort Hood. The 13th and 15th
Sustainment’'s headquarters are
set to deploy this year.

Contact Amanda Kim Stairrett
at astair@kdhnews.com or (254)
501-7547.

13th
Sustainme
Command
soldiers,
including
Col. Larry
Phelps, 1¢
Sustainme
Brigade
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above, are
active in t
communit
Students
shadowed
13th
Sustainme
soldiers ir
February,
spending
time at Fo
Hood.
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Sustainme
soldiers
visited
East Ward
Elementar
School

to help
students
study for
TAKS exa

U.S. Army photc

Alr contro

By Amanda Kim Stairrett
Killeen Daily Herald

Only a few units in the U.S.
military are at the center
of air and ground combat
power integration, Col. Seth
Bretscher said on Aug. 26.

Bretscher took command
of Fort Hood's 3rd Air
Support Operations Group
from Col. Donald Tharp
during a ceremony at Hood
Army Air eld.

The group’s history started
with the 602nd Tactical Air
Control Wing, organized
in 1966 at James Connally
Air Force Base in Waco,
according to information
from the unit. It started
a mission in the Tactical
Air Command that “placed
emphasis on ground radar

control and air support of
ground forces.”

9th, 10th, 11th, 13th, 712th
Air Support Operations
Squadrons and the 3rd
Weather Squadron. When
Tharp took command of
the group two years ago,
there were no better man
to lead that unit, said Brig.
Gen. Michael Longoria,
commander of the 93rd Air
Ground Operations Wing,
Moody Air Force Base, Ga.
Tharp had multiple combat
toursto Iraq and Afghanistan
and was a great aviator.

Predicting weather on
the battle eld is an integral
part of operations and at
Fort Hood, those duties are
largely in the care of the 3rd
Weather Squadron.

The Air Force squadron,
commanded by Lt. Col.
Michael S. Petrocco, falls
under the 3rd Air Support

Heral " TEVEN DO . s .
B‘peratlons Group. It's a unit

The 602nd moved to Fort  Master Sgt. Seth Trent of the 3rd WeathesoBqutalinformation about the weatherwhege @irmen have a touch

Hood in the early 1970s

and deployed in support of Storm.
ground and air operations The unit morphed and was
during Desert Shield/Desert designated as the 3rd Air

Support Operations Group
in 1994. It reorganized to
include weather units.

The group now has more
than 300 airmen stationed
at Fort Hood. Units are the

of Army green with their
Air Force blue.

The group provides air
support for ground forces

wing helps predict the weather for soldiers

and has had a presence at
Fort Hood since the early
1970s.

The squadron aims to
be an asset to the Army by
providing capabilities it
doesn’t have, Petrocco said.

The airmen support units
across Fort Hood and have
a hand in helping IIl Corps
officials plan operations,
giving input on how weather
will affect the post. This
is especially important
during storm season when
tornadoes and coastal
hurricanes are a threat.

The squadron receives new
airmen regularly and for
some, this is their rst taste
of working with the Army.
The unit is growing and is
expected to have 180 airmen
by 2010. The squadron moved
into a new building on West
Fort Hood in October.

Contact Amanda Kim
Stairrett at astair@kdhnews.
com or (254) 501-7547.
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The 3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment’s Opera¢idontratgmorial was unveiled March 25eTibensthectnemorial park near the Old Rost &drasslthe street from Il Corps He

3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment leaves mark on post

By Amanda Kim Stairr

Killeen Daily Herald

Few things in the Army are
permanent, said the 3rd Ar-
mored Cavalry Regiment’s
rear detachment commander.

Soldiers and commanders
come and go — it’s just the na-
ture of the business, said Lt.
Col. Timothy Leroux, who will
soon leave Fort Hood for his
next assignment on the East
Coast.

A unit's memories and leg-
acies can be easily lost as the
men and women who are fa-
miliar with them move on to
their next unit or leave the
Army.

The regiment is leaving
its permanent mark on Fort
Hood with an Operation Iragi
Freedom memorial that was
unveiled March 25 during
a dedication ceremony. The
structure is located in the me-
morial park near the Old Post
Chapel and across the street
from Il Corps Headquarters.

When the regiment relo-
cated to Fort Hood in 2006,
tablets bearing the names of
those who died during the reg-
iment's rst and second rota-
tions to Iraq were brought to
Central Texas, said 2nd Lt.
Louis Ginn, the regimental
assistant plans, training and
operations of cer. Thanks to
work by the 3rd Cavalry As-
sociation, those were incorpo-
rated into the new memorial,
which includes several black
stones and iron pillars.

The regiment recently re-
turned from its third deploy-
ment, and the names of the
44 soldiers who were killed
while assigned or attached to
the regiment were included an
expansion of the memorial.

This is extremely impor-
tant for families because it
preserves their fallen soldiers’
legacies in a physical way; Ler-
oux said. Itis a “very real, very
permanent” record of who
these men and women were,
how they sacri ced and how
they affected the lives of their
comrades.

It was Ginn's job to gather
information about the 44 sol-
diers who were immortalized
on the memorial. It was an eye
opener, he said, and a dose of
reality that reminds him of
the men and women who died
defending freedom.

Regimental museutj

Scott Hamric's title is
“Third Cavalry Museum cu-
rator” and his of ce at 3rd

Pt

Heral@AVID MO

Third Cavalry Museum curator Scott Hamechkld@tstographs that welcome visitoradowaetere of the 3rd Armored Cavalry Reginser
is being built on 761st Tank Battalion Aveseetampen in August.

Armored Cavalry Regiment
headquarters is a part library;
part museum that holds
shelves of historic books, but
there isn't an actual museum
— yet.

Come August, Hamric and
the thousands of artifacts
that tell the 3rd Cavalry Regi-
ment’s history will get a place
of their own at Fort Hood.
Construction on a new mu-
seum began in October and
is expected to be completed
in May, said Ronnie Trower, a
contractor of cers’ represen-
tative for Fort Hood’s Depart-
ment of Public Works.

Hamric came to Fort Hood
in 2007 after the regiment relo-
cated from Fort Carson, Colo.
Most of the museum collec-
tion’s les and reference ma-
terials came with him, but the
artifacts — which range from
uniforms to tanks — were
sent to an Army storage fa-
in Alabama.
amric began working
with the Department of Pub-
lic Works for a site and the
Washington, D.C.-based U.S.
Army Center of Military

History for money to fund a
museum.

The construction site is
near the 4th Infantry Divi-
sion museum on 761st Tank
Battalion Avenue.

Military regulation limited
the cost to $750,000, Hamric
said. Requests for more have
to be made to Congress.

Hamric opted for a mini-
malist approach to the space,
which has vaulted ceilings to
accommodate different sizes
of exhibits. The 3,200-square-
foot building also includes a
vault for weapons, an of ce
and a storage area for the
items not displayed.

Museums typically dis-
play 20 percent of their col-
lections, Hamric said. He es-
timated that there are 8,000
to 10,000 artifacts and 6,000 to
8,000 photographs in the mu-
seum’s collection.

For more information on
the Third Cavalry Museum,
call (254) 288-3590.

Contact Amanda Kim
Stairrett at astair@kdhnews.
com or (254) 501-7547.

The memorial is a “very real, very permanent” recor d of who
these men and women were, how they sacri ced and h ow they
affected the lives of their comrades.
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Patton Park Mayor Ed Kellogg snips the giarchitbbofficially opening the Patton Paok peojdudmes for soldiers at Fort Hoodwest tiféiaess’ housing developms
completion. The development is a partnensihiprbétoed and the privatized housing cenieantyLAecse, which has been at Fort HothdTheoeo#(tany has construct

1,000 homes, converted more than 630 apaliuikrttgcaadmmunity centers.

Fort Hood housing goes green

By Amanda Kim Stairrett
Killeen Daily Herald

The Great Place is greater right
now, Fort Hood’s commander said
March 9 during a ribbon cutting for
the post's rst “green” community.

Lt. Gen. Rick Lynch was joined at a
model home by representatives from
the Department of Public Works, the
Patton Park neighborhood and Ac-
tus Lend Lease, which manages the
post’s family housing.

Of cials broke ground on the site,
which used to be a golf course, last
year, said Mack Quinney; Actus Lend
Lease project director. The homes in-
troduced last week are the rst set
to be completed in the area, and con-
struction is still underway in the
area by Fort Hood’s East Gate and

Fort Hood Street. The homes are re-
served for of cers.

“It is a great day for Fort Hood, no
question,” said Marc Sierra, Actus
Lend Lease’s senior vice president.

The company will focus on Wain-
wright Heights after construction at
Patton Park is completed, he said.

The homes in Patton Park were
built to stringent guidelines set by
the U.S. Green Building Council’s
Leadership in Energy and Environ-
mental Design (LEED) for Homes,
according to information from Ac-
tus. LEED for Homes certi es homes
based on their sustainable site devel-
opment, water savings, energy ef -
ciency, materials selection and indoor
environmental quality; according to
information from the council's Web
site, www.usgbc.org. A points system

determines whether a structure is
“certi ed,” “silver,” “gold” or “plati-
num.” Homes in Patton Park have a
silver rating.

Actus has always been about build-
ing homes designed to enhance the
sense of community; Sierra said, and
that's always been a special part about
living on post. Actus Lend Lease took
over family housing at Fort Hood in
2001 under the Residential Commu-
nities Initiative (RCI). It was part of
an Army-wide effort to privatize fam-
ily housing to “eliminate inadequate
Army family housing in the U.S.” and
“eliminate the de cit,” according to
information from RCI Web site, www.
rci.armymil.

Since an initial development pe-
riod that ended in June 2006, Actus
has constructed nearly 1,000 homes,

converted more than 630 apartments
into town homes and built two com-
munity centers at Fort Hood.

More than 230 family housing
units are currently under construc-
tion at Fort Hood at a cost of about
$78 million. Their scheduled com-
pletion date is 2010. This housing is
for of cers and 16 units are for com-
mand sergeants major. Lynch said in
October that he needs $174 million to
replace substandard post housing.
The Fort Hood and Ill Corps com-
mander took state of cials, includ-
ing Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, U.S.
Rep. John Carter and state Rep. Jim-
mie Don Aycock, on a tour of some
of that housing in the fall.

Fort Hood is low on resources, and
Lynch can't get things xed as he
would like, he said during a recent

media roundtable.

Ten percent of housing at Fort
Hood — 674 sets of quarters — is sub-
standard, he said, and that is located
in Chaffee Village. Those structures

were built in the 1950s and are below

standards for size and safety require-
ments. Current plans call for that
housing to remain until 2032. Of cials
can never “make them right,” but they
can be refurbished, Lynch said.

Asking politicians — the ones
who determine how much money
Fort Hood will get and when — to
see what needs to be xed may not
result in a check overnight, “but at
least they got it in their mind's eye”
and left acknowledging there is a
problem, he said.

The post also has a number of bar-
racks under construction.

AAFES oversees stores, restaurants on Fort Hood

By Amanda Kim Stairrett AAFES has opened gun shops in the last few years because ofbcials saw they werenOt meeting
Bishop said. To purchase a brearm at the store,
customers must have either a Texas driverOs licenseor military ID with orders for permanent

to information from Bishop. Reservists with
temporary-duty orders to Texas may only purchase ri  3es.

Killeen Daily Herald

Fort Hood's Army and Air
Force Exchange (AAFES)
opened a gun shop in mid-No-
vember at the Warrior Way
Specialty Store.

The store sells ri es, shot-
guns, pistols, ammunition
and accessories to anyone
with a military ID card, and
customers can place special
orders, said Maryann Bishop,
store manager.

Special orders must be paid in
full when the order is place and
there are no refunds on all re-
arm and ammunition sales.

AAFES has opened gun
shops in the last few years
because officials saw they
weren't meeting the needs of
their military and retired cus-
tomers, Bishop said.

To purchase a rearm at the
store, customers must have ei-
ther a Texas driver’s license
or military ID with orders for
permanent duty assignment
to a Texas installation, ac-
cording to information from
Bishop. Reservists with tem-
porary-duty orders to Texas
may only purchase ri es.

Non-U.S. citizens living in the
state must show veri cation of
90 or more days of permanent
residency, such as check stubs
or electric or phone bills in
their name, Bishop said.

Before purchasinga rearm,
applicants must Il out a Fire-
arms Transaction Record and

the needs of their military and retired customers,

duty assignment to a Texas installation, according

pass a National Instant Crimi-
nal Background Check.

Those who live in Fort Hood
housing or barracks must reg-
ister their rearms within ve
days of purchase at the post's
Weapons Registration, Building
23020. Representatives can also
be reached at (254) 286-5815.

According to regulations
provided by Fort Hood, Bar-
racks residents must imme-
diately store their rearms in
the arms room.

They are not allowed to keep
them in rooms or vehicles.

For those in post housing,
rearms must be in quarters
and not in vehicles.

Gun owners who reside off
post must immediately leave
Fort Hood because they are
not allowed to have rearms
in vehicles.

The above policies are in
accordance with federal and
state laws, and Il Corps and
Fort Hood Regulation 190-11.

AAFES oversees a vari-
ety of other facilities on Fort
Hood to include stores and
restaurants.

The Clear Creek Main Ex-
change carries clothing shoes,
cosmetic, jewelry, giftware,
heath and beauty items, pet

supplies, stationary, luggage,
hardware, automotive sup-
plies, linens, books and mag-
azines, housewares, toys and
outdoor living supplies. The
building also houses a barber
shop, ower shop, optical cen-
ter, General Nutrition store and
a food court with restaurants
like Einstein Bagels, Burger
King, Special T's, Charley’s
Steakery and Manchu Wok.
Store information: located
on Clear Creek Road, Building

p.m. Monday through Satur-
day 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday.
The Warrior Way Specialty
Store/Tire Center/Conces-
sions/Food Court is located
across post. It is home to elec-
tronics, furniture, sporting
goods, bike, tire and gun shops.
Store information: located at
Central and Martin, Building

87030, (254) 532-8100, 9 a.m. t0 9

p.m. Monday through Satur-
day, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday.
West Fort Hood facilities in-

50004, (254) 532-7200, 9 a.m. to 9clude a Troop and Concessions

Store in Building 91071. The
Troop Store is open from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day and closed on Saturday and
Sunday Contact the store at (254)
539-5390. A barber shop and dry
cleaning services are located in
the concessions area. Both are
open 10 am. to 2 p.m. Monday

through Friday and closed on
Saturday and Sunday

The West Fort Hood Shop-
pette isin Building 70012, It also
includes the restaurant C&H
Hawaiian Grill. The shoppette
is open 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday and 9 a.m.
to 10 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.
The restaurantis open 7 a.m. to
8 p.m. Monday through Friday
and 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday. It
is closed Sunday

For a complete listing of
AAFES facilities and services
at Fort Hood, go to http://
aafes.com.
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Spc. Ricardo Vasquez, left, heads down tialtlanthiegSalute To Our Hero’s event diuood Bpail 11. The event is one of masyoactoldiers and their families e
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ABOVE: From left, Natalie Reyes, 10, antiné,old Maale th
'CA\Ilm|b|ln1g wall during the Salute To Our HearbEl®e¥Stadium
pril 11.

AT LEFT: Children ride the swings at a Earhitabdn

FWMR organizes fun for soldiers, families

By Monty Campbell
Family and Morale,
Welfare and Recreation

The Fort Hood Director-
ate of Family and Morale,
Welfare and Recreation sup-
ports the largest active-duty
armored post in the United
States Armed Services. The
“Great Place” is home to
two divisions and more than
170,000 military personnel,
family members, retirees and
civilian employees.

FMWR enhances quality
of life by providing numer-
ous recreation and services
designed to equal those avail-
able to their civilian coun-
terparts, which encourages
growth and a feeling of self-
reliance within the military
community.

Besides delivering a boost to
the morale of the Fort Hood
community through a variety
of different events and facili-
ties, FMWR hosts larger an-
nual celebrations, festivals
and fairs.

Whether it is at the bi-an-
nual Hood Howdy, at the bi-
annual Phantom Thunder
Motorcycle Concert or as we
celebrate the nation’s inde-
pendence at Central Texas’
most extravagant Fourth of
July celebration, Freedom
Fest, FMWR gives back to
soldiers and their families.

Hood Howdy, every Febru-
ary and August at Club Hood,
is a family-friendly event
full of information to get to
know your new hometown
and neighbors. Within Hood
Howdy, there is a Healthy
Living Information Fair,
Chambers of Commerce,
more than 100 area busi-

nesses and agencies, door

prizes and refreshments.
FMWR’s Phantom Thun-
der Concert, every Spring
and Fall, is held in conjunc-
tion with a 58-mile motor-
cycle ride around Central
Texas that lll Corps and Fort
Hood hosts to promote mo-
torcycle safety. The concert,
which takes place after the

FMWR enhances quality of life by
providing numerous recreation and

services designed to equal those available

to their civilian counterparts, which
encourages growth and a feeling of self-
reliance within the military community.

ride, is free and open to the
public and has hosted up-
and-coming musical artists
such as Michael Scott.

Fort Hood’'s FMWR pro-
vides the Fort Hood com-
munity with carnival rides,

a children’s shing pond, a
mini stock car racing area,

a climbing wall, in atables,
western shows and a pre-
mier 30-minute fireworks
display, all free of charge at
Freedom Fest on July 4.
There is also an arts and
crafts tent with items for
purchase and usually, one
source of musical entertain-

ment. FMWR’s Business Di-
vision is on the premises
selling alcoholic beverages
and outside vendors sell
various food and beverage
options.
In addition to all the other

events that FMWR provides
at Freedom Fest, the direc-

torate coordinates with
other Fort Hood agencies to
provide other various forms
of entertainment through-
out the day, such as a horse
detachment demonstration,
working dog show, y-over
by various military aircraft
and 21-gun salute.
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