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Harker Heights growing in every direct

By Mason W. Canales
Killeen Daily Herald

HARKER HEIGHTS — The city
has seen growth in almost every
direction.

Businesses are sprouting in Mar-
ket Heights and in other areas, homes
are being built, and infrastructure is
being expanded and put in place for
the present and future.

While Harker Heights did not
break previous records in new home
construction in 2008, between 100 and
200 homes were constructed in the
past year, said City Manager Steve
Carpenter.

At the beginning of February, the
City Council also approved an annex-
ation of about 700 acres with just un-
der 100 residential structures, Car-
penter said.

“I think we have had good growth,”
Carpenter said.

The city is about to nish two ma-
jor facility projects: the Library and
Activities Center and Farm-to-Mar-
ket 2410 Athletic Complex.

The new library building on In-
dian Trail will be opening in early
April and will provide signi cant
growing space for the library ser-

Harker Heights City Council makes changes to severa

means of enforcing animal
care, stated an owner can
have an unlimited number of
pets as long as no violations to exteriors on any side of a
other parts of the ordinance,
and prohibited the sale of pets
in city right-of-ways.
The January additions

Harker Heights changed,
updated, or put into place a
number of ordinances during
the last year that could effect
residents. More details about
the ordinances can be found
at ci.harker-heights.tx.us.

Animal ordinance

The ordinance was
amended in April 2008 and
again in January 2009.

the meaning of adequate
shelter for pets to require a
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wall-enclosed space and a
roof that is moisture-proof and
windproof, is clean and has
enough space for the animal
to move about.
It placed stricter rules on
the care of pets and their
maintenance by stating a
constant supply of fresh, clean created a process for
water is needed, veterinary care declaring an animal vicious if
should be obtained to prevent
disease and suffering, and
The April additions changed regular grooming is required.
The ordinance gave animal
control of cers a stricter

tending a water line farther down
FM 2410 into the newly annexed
area, placing smaller lines off that
line to extend down streets and plac-

il ing a 16-inch water main down In-

dian Trail.

All these projects are in the Harker
Heights Master Water Plan, said
Mark Hyde in a previous Herald
interview. They promote good wa-
ter quality and service to those in
Harker Heights.

Work is also getting done on the
city’s streets.

The city recently nished work

Chaparral roads and the City Hall

Harker Heights is growing, annexing abouaii@M®aidesg new hormgging lot, while the Texas Depart-

vices, said Lisa Youngblood, library
director.

The athletic complex will be open-
ing in the middle of April and will
have four adult-sized softball elds.
It will also have a playground and
walking trails.

Another facility project that is
under way is a new animal shelter,
which will also be placed along In-
dian Trail. The project is still in the
engineering phase. A second phase
of the FM 2410 athletic complex is

it is involved in an animal-on-
animal attack. It also created
a better ne system for
violations, and it made animal
control of cers public servants.

also in the design phase.

Other facility projects that Harker
Heights may see this year, are two
more parks and a renovation on the
current Harker Heights library; Car-
penter said.

Several water projects are also un-
der way The most recent is a loop
project that will provide water to the
new athletic complex.

Other water projects include plac-
ing a 1.5 million-gallon water tank
at the end of Arrowhead Drive, ex-

Building ordinance
Amendments to the
ordinance stated that metal

building are no longer allowed.
It placed height restrictions

on EIFS and stucco, and it
required some articulation on
walls of large buildings, said
David Mitchell, Harker Heights
planning and development
director. The changes will

help maintain structures’
appearance through out

the years as Harker Heights

ment of Transportation has been re-
versing the U.S. Highway 190 ramps
between Indian Trail and Knight's
Way and creating a U-turn under the
190 overpass.

The improvements project for In-
dian Trail has been in the works for
about two years and is still in the en-
gineering phase. It should be coming
up for construction bids within the
year, Carpenter said.

Drainage projects have also been
under way.

A Fox Trail drainage project will

expands into its limited

“It is one piece of the

growing space, Mitchell said.

puzzle to keep that type of
development we want here in
Harker Heights,” Mitchell said.

LED billboard ordinance

The ordinance regulated the city. It set standards on height
brightness of the light being
admitted via a billboard using
LEDs. It also declared the rate residential use. It also stated
of speed at which messages
could change on a hillboard,
and stated the dimensions for

cut into the ground to install an un-
derground storm pipe that will run
from Fox Tralil to Frontier Trail, then
head north to a drainage ditch where
it will empty; Carpenter said.

Projects like the ones Harker
Heights is doing help the city to
grow and maintain itself atthe same
time.

“You have to have it an early
enough to help spur growth, but you
don’'t want to do it so build so far a
head that anticipating something
that doesn’t come in,” Carpenter
said. “What you are going to do is put
it in for the demand of the growth
out there.”

Carpenter believes that the city is
doing the development at the right
time, when it is growing, instead of
waiting until population and busi-
ness growth come to a halt.

“I think it is just a wonderful time
to be working and living here,” Car-
penter said. “There is a lot of hard
work that has been done by the coun-
cils and the staff... and we are just
seeing the bene t of that.”

Contact Mason W. Canales at
mcanales@kdhnews.com or (254)
501-7554.

| ordinances, including its animal and building rul es

such a device and where the
signs could be located.

Wind energy system
ordinance

The ordinance, passed in
January, prohibits the use of
commercial windmills in the

and distance from structures
on free-standing windmills for

regulations for placing smaller
windmills on top of homes.
— Mason Canales
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Heights chamber
gets new members

By Mason W. Canalesto show case,” Kozlik said.

Killeen Daily Herald

Membership still is on the
rise for the Harker Heights
Chamber of Commerce and
more events are expected in
the future.

About 175 members joined
the chamber this year, said
Bill Kozlik, chamber presi-
dent. The membership in-
cludes members from Harker
Heights, Killeen and other
surrounding areas.

“We have done real well,”
said Ted Smith, chamber
board chairman. “We are
nipping at the heels of 1,000
members, which

“There really isn't a tast-
ing that we do community
wide.”

The chamber also is going
to help in participating in the
Harker Heights Memorial
Day events, which currently
is planned as a weekend-long
festival, Smith said.

The chamber's Web site
has undergone an overhaul
and is now run by chamber
master. The new site will al-
low the chamber to get infor-
mation to members faster,
Kozlik said.

But the events and a new
space on the Internet are not

the best things

Athletic complex to open in Aprll

By Mason W. Canales
Killeen Daily Herald

HARKER HEIGHTS — A
new city athletic complex may
spur tourism with its four
baseball/softball elds open
to the public. A grand open-
ing is scheduled for April.

The 62-acre baseball/soft-
ball eld will open with four
full-size elds in the middle of
April, said Jerry Bark, Harker
Heights Parks and Recreation
director. The engineering and
design work has started on the
second phase, which will add
four more small elds among
other amenities to the park.

The park already has seen
some interest with the Harker
Heights Chamber of Com-
merce, which wants to hold
the rst of its planned annual

is real nice.” The chamber the chamber
Both Smith . . has to offer, Ko-

and Kozlik fore- is working zlik said.

see the chamber on plans to “The network-

growing in pop-
ulation as more
of the empty
shells in Mar-

showcase its
newest Members  more you can of-

ing process is a
very important
thing and the

Central Texas Food and Wine
Tasting Festival at the park.
That event is currently sched-
uled for Sept. 19.

“There is other venues we
could do it at... but they are
not the feel we are looking
for,” said Ted Smith, Cham-
ber of Commerce board chair-
man, during a council meet-
ing in March. “The park really

Herald pk

Children play on the jungle gym at Carl ineMiarlRarkieights.

spurred this project.”

That event will start on Fri-

Harker Heights Parks and

The park also may generate
tourism by hosting future soft-
ball or baseball tournaments,
Bark said.

Another event that may draw
people to Harker Heights is this

rst Stars and Stripes Festival,
which will take place Memorial
Day weekend, Bark said.

day with a tournament at the
new park, Bark said. It also will
have a 5K Fun Run, the MDA
Fish Fry; a Kid Fish, live music
at Carl Levin Park, and the Me-
morial Day parade, Bark said.
There also will be the Harker
Heights traditional Memorial
Day service that Monday.

Recreation also is in the stages
of revamping Summit Soccer
Complex into a adult facility
with six elds, looking at de-
veloping 15 acres of park land
on Amy Lane, and another
piece of land on the corner of
Verna Lee Boulevard and In-
dian Trail.

ket Heights ||_ and Start a Sma" fer that to your
and more busi- . members the
nesses |l spots business mentor  better,” Kozlik

I Knight' id. Th ix-
oy and omer  Programthat St ler
?opu!arH Ir?(ca- will provide Zecor;d Thgr;b
ions in Harker ay from 5:
Heights. he|p to small to 7 pm., are a
omvese  usinesses by 9= soue o
t;i]ggelr year this  ytilizing retired saidh )
than last year” e The cham-
Smith said. individuals from  per s work-

Among the the community, ing on plans to
usual chambers ) ) showcase its
events — mix- Kozlik said. newest mem-

ers, luncheons,
and a golf tournament —
it also will host a wine tast-
ing event this year in Sep-
tember. Hopefully, that new
event will take place in the
new Harker Heights park
and give restaurants and ca-
terers a chance to serve food,
and liquors stores and local
area vineyards a chance to
show off in the community,
Kozlik said.

“We wanted to have some
event that we really wanted

bers and start a
small business mentor pro-
gram that will provide help
to small businesses by utiliz-
ing retired individuals from
the community, Kozlik said.

“Everyone is kind of work-
ing closer together, and they
are working a little smarter
and a little harder,” Kozlik
said.

Contact Mason W, Canales
at mcanales@kdhnews.com
or (254) 501-7554.

Harker Heights in planning stages for new park

By Mason W. Canales
Killeen Daily Herald

HARKER HEIGHTS — Thirty-two
acres of land on the border of Harker
Heights and Killeen on Mountain Lion
Road will be Gary Purser Sr. Community
Park.

“We are in the early stages of devel-
opment with the Purser Park property,”
said Jerry Bark, Harker Heights parks
and recreation director.

The city staff will look at the lay of
the land this year, deciding how that site
could be used, Bark said. It will more than
likely include trails, green space and per-
haps a dog park, he said.

“It is going to be more of a passive
park,” Park said. “It is a narrow, long
piece of property | don't see recreation
sport activities out there.”
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Another feature for the park hopefully
will be a Armed Services YMCA recre-
ational building for which the city helped
secure grant money.

“I think whatever the ‘Y’ puts in there,
it is going to complement the park,” Bark
said.

The YMCA is still looking at other po-
tential dollars for funding a facility at
the future Purser Park, said Tony Mino,
Army YMCA executive director.

“Our goal would be to put a facility out
there that would have a gym, tness cen-
ter and indoor pool,” Mino said.

Gary Purser Sr. donated the land to
the city for the construction of a park
in 2007. The YMCA received a grant for
about $400,000 to build a facility in Harker
Heights in 2007.

Bark also plans to keep the more than
100 live oak trees on the property.

If the YMCA facility is built on the
Purser property; this will be yet another
marriage of the two organizations. The
Armed Services YMCA currently runs a
the YMCA Spray and Play Water Park at
901 N. Ann Blvd., an old city property.

The park, which opened in 2005, has
been well attended, Mino said. Since its
opening, with a 7,000-square-foot spray
area that splashes children with water,
the YMCA has put in a 40-by-80-foot pool
that runs 3-to-5-feet deep.

‘As long there is heat out there, the pool
is needed,” Mino said. “If the sun comes
up pretty hot, the pool is needed.”

There is more room for birthday par-
ties this year, Mino said. He also hopes the
YMCA can expand its swimming lessons.

“It serves a need on the north side of
town, and we had real good success with
it,” he said.
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Heights library to open in Aprll

By Mason W. Canales
Killeen Daily Herald

HARKER HEIGHTS — The new li-
brary is expected to open at the begin-
ning of April. The facility will about tri-
ple the room for the library and will be
adding an activity center for residents.

The rooms for the library, located on
Indian Trail, are mostly ready to go, with
shelves and furniture in the building.

“I think | am just looking forward to
the space... It will be very nice to have a
variety of things going on in the library,”
said Lisa Youngblood, Harker Heights li-
brary director.

Several areas will make up the new li-
brary such as a story room, a children’s sec-
tion, ateen and young adult section, a media
section, a computer use area and more.

One difference between this library
and the current one is the separation be-
tween the children and adult sections.

While the walls and glass that divide
the rooms are not soundproof, they
will dampen the noise between the two,
Youngblood said.

The new facility also provides more of-
ce and storage space. There will be a
room for the children’s librarian to work
on physical materials for story times and
children’s programs, Youngblood said.

Library Director Lisa Youngblood stands sie@lvesptythe new Harker H

Heral §TEVEN DQ

library. The new facility on Indian Trailes $atogrhn in April.

The library will be able to grow and ex-
pand over time, thanks to the new build-
ing, Youngblood said. It will also be more
versatile.

“The building is designed to be very
multifunctional,” Youngblood said.

Currently the library has about 40,000
volumes, and Youngblood believes the
new facility will be able to hold about
85,000 volumes.

Youngblood is excited about the library

offering a drive-through window, where
residents will be able to pick up books
they have on reserve, she said. Next to
the window is the library’s only outside
book drop. The library portion of the new
building is about 16,500 square feet, while
the activities center will take up about
8,800 square feet.

“Once you are here, | think you will
enjoy it so much you will want to come
back,” Youngblood said.

Knight's Way sees more commercial development

By Mason W. Canales oOther commercial busi-

Killeen Daily Herald

HARKER HEIGHTS —
Knight's Way is no stranger to
commercial development, but
in the last year it has seen lots
of new commercial growth.

Commercial strip centers
like Royal Plaza and Knight's
Crossing sit completed and
await more business build-
outs, while another strip cen-
ter, Knight's Court, has started
construction a little farther
south.

“I think the last two years,
we have seen extraordinary
commercial growth that ex-
tends down 2410,” said Da-
vid Mitchell, Harker Heights
Planning and Development
director.

nesses have also come into
Harker Heights along Knight's
Way as well in the past years.
Those businesses include a
KFC, Texas Star Bank, McDo’s
Lube and more.

“I would say that (com-
mercial growth) is probably
greater than average tradi-
tionally for Harker Heights,”
Mitchell said.

A number of factors contrib-
ute to the commercial growth
of the area, said Bill Kozlik,
Harker Heights Chamber of
Commerce president.

The growth probably stems
from Harker Heights tradition-
ally being a bedroom commu-
nity for Killeen and Fort Hood,
Mitchell said. Now there are
plenty of rooftops and a fairly

high average household in-
come, which attracts business,
he added.

Market Heights, a regional
destination shopping center,
has brought growth to other
areas, such as Knight's Way,
because more people are com-
ing to Heights for some of the
stores that are only located in
Market Heights like Barnes &
Noble, Kozlik said.

Another thing that contrib-
utes to development of the
area is the number of banks
that are in short driving dis-
tance of Knight's Way, Koz-
lik said. Banks provide small
businesses a venue for han-
dling daily funds.

With a lot land still up for
sale in the area and strip cen-
ters like Knight's Crossing still

having space, it is hard to fore-
cast what other types of busi-
nesses will Il the Knight's
Way voids.

“I think we have done well
with nails salons and the
cleaners, and | think we have
done well with the car shops,”
Kozlik said. “What people are
looking for is diversi cation
in there.”

Kozlik can foresee more
shopping strips being lled
out just like Heritage Plaza,
on Mountain Lion Circle, did
with the new Scott & White
clinic, Kozlik said. He believes
the area needs more lawyers,
doctors, restaurants, and spe-
ciality stories.

“I am hoping that we will
see some speciality shops,”
Kozlik said.

Nolanville growing,
population disputed

By Mason Canales
Killeen Daily Herald

NOLANVILLE — There
is no doubt that the city is
growing much like the rest of
Central Texas, but the debate
continues on how much.

In January, the Nolanville
City Council passed a reso-
lution stating that the city’s
population has surpassed

5,000 people. The count came

after it rescinded a previous
resolution or ordinance that
LLstated the population was

.near 6,000.

e'Q?'giﬁce the January reso-
lution, neighboring cities,
Harker Heights and Belton,
have questioned the accuracy
of that count and requested
that the Central Texas Coun-
cil of Government perform
its own count of Nolanville’s
population.

Nolanville has seen new
housing northeast of down-
town on streets like Dober
and Boxer, and duplexes
have been coming into the
area northwest of downtown
on streets including Topeka
Court. Developments like
Bella Charca also are still
growing in the southern por-
tions of the city.

The city also has some in-
frastructure projects in the
works. Tenth Street is being
widened, with curbs and gut-
ters added.

In the past year, Nolanville
has also hired an attorney’s
services from Bovey and Bo-
jorquez LLP, and an interim
city administrator, Jeff Loo-
ney, is on an hourly contract
for a number of days.

Looney is a former Teague
city administrator, and he
has shown his experience in
handling city government
by already taking on the
Nolanville population count
debate with Harker Heights
and Belton of cials.

The city also is trying to

The city is trying
to raise its sales
tax rate to secure
more funding
for street projects
and economic
development.
Residents will vote
on the raise in May.
Nolanville residents
will also vote in May
on the legal sale of
alcoholic beverages.

raise its sales tax rate to se-
cure more funding for street
projects and economic devel-
opment. Residents will vote
on the raise in May.

Nolanville residents will
also vote in May on the legal
sale of alcoholic beverages,
including mixed drinks.
Residents petitioned the Bell
County Commission to have
this vote.

If the measure is passed, li-
quor stores, restaurants, beer
barns, bars and clubs can ob-
tain licenses to sell alcohol
and mixed drinks, according
to a previous Killeen Daily
Herald article.

Nolanville’s budget has
increased about 6 percent
over the last year, Looney
said. Revenues have also
increased.

Sales tax revenue has gone
from about $161,000 to a pro-
jected amount of almost
$180,000.

Property tax revenues
have increased from about
$459,000 to a projection of
$638,000, Looney said.

Contact Mason W. Canales
at mcanales@kdhnews.com
or (254) 501-7554.
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Nolanville gets new
Pre chief; police
chief pghts for job

By Victor O’Brien
Killeen Daily Herald

Several leadership changes
altered the Nolanville Volun-
teer Fire Department in the
past year.

A contract squabble almost
revamped the police depart-
mentOs leadership. But in the
end both departments kept
rolling on the roads protect-
ing the cityOs residents.

booster truck, one tanker and
one overhaul truck.

Police departmer

There was a hot debate
throughout the summer
about whether Police Chief
Lester Holsey Jr. would keep
the job after the City Council
decided not to renew his con-
tract when it expired Sept. 30.
There was also the possibil-
ity of more cuts within the

Fire department department.

Most notable of the changes
for Nolanville was the selec-
tion of William Anderson as
Pre chief in October and his
sudden resignation. Carmen
Galindo, 29, was selected to
replace Anderson, becom-
ing the cityOs brst female bre
chief. Galindo said she hopes
to be a stable leader to a de-
partment that has seen bve
chiefs since 2004.

The drought Central Texas
experienced throughout 2008
kept Prebghters as busy on
the streets and at the station.
NVFDOs 23 brebghters bat-
tled more grass Pres than
in recent history due to the
largely rural community
being a hot spot for brush
pres.

OThis year has started
out well and things have
been looking up,O she said.
Ol am very proud of all the
hard work our volunteers
have done over the past few
months.O

NVFD plans to buy a new
engine truck equipped with
compressed air foam to help
put out vehicle and home
Pres much faster than cur-
rent trucks can.

GalindoOs goals in 2009 in-
clude replacing several older
trucks in the Reet that bur-
den mechanics with long
hours of continuous repairs
just to keep the trucks on the
road.

Currently Nolanville has
two engine trucks, one squad
vehicle, one brush truck, one

After election of a new
mayor, wrangling over con-
tract details was resolved to
keep Holsey as NolanvilleOs
chief and no cuts were made.
Holsey said in October he
hoped to retire with his wife
in Nolanville.

The rest of the year was
mostly calm for the nine-per-
son police department. While
Pnal numbers havenOt been
processed, Holsey believes
crime increased a small
amount, but attributes it to
growth in Nolanville and sur-
rounding areas.

OThe city is growing at al-
most a daily speed, but we
want to keep the coopera-
tion of NPD and the citizens.
House watches, close patrols
and communication between
the citizens and NPD help to
keep that in tact,0 Holsey
said.

NPD added an administrat-
ing assistant, which freed up
ofpbcers from paperwork and
for more time patrolling the
streets of Nolanville. The as-
sistant was the only addition
to the department in 2008.

NPD continued to clear
many of its cases in 2008, Hol-
sey said.

02008 was a year of growth
for the city Many people have
decided to make Nolanville
their home. NPD wiill strive to
make them and those already
here, feel at home,O he said.

Contact Victor O'Brien at
vobrien@kdhnews.com or
(254) 501-7468.

New Nolanville elementary on the way

By Hayley Kappes
Killeen Daily Herald

Nolanville will experience the open-
ing of Gen. Richard E. Cavazos Elemen-
tary School this fall, making it the sec-
ond Killeen Independent School District
installation in the city

Located at 1200 N. 10th St., the school

\tis 90 percent bnished being built, said

Leslie Gilmore, public information off-
cer for KISD.

It was named after Cavazos, a lll Corps
commander and the Prst Mexican-Amer-
ican to reach the four-star general rank.

Gilmore said Nolanville Elementary
reached its capacity and there has been
signibcant population growth in the east-
ern part of the district, creating a need
for another elementary school.

The land Cavazos sits on was pur-
chased by KISD in the 1990s. Gilmore said
the district realized at the time there was
a possibility for growth in the area.

OWe wanted to put a school there to re-
lieve Nolanville Elementary,O Gilmore
said. OWe have to look at where the growth
is and where the schools are crowded.O

She said there has been positive feed-
back from Nolanville residents regard-
ing Cavazos.

Gilmore said the district is planning
on adding their 32nd elementary school
in 2011 somewhere on the southern part
of Killeen.

Nolanville Mayor Emma McCullough
said the new school looks great.

OThere0s still some work to do on the in-
side, but it went up quick and itOs beauti-

Herald pk

Crews work well into the evening at the siégevddlenville Elementary

ful,® McCullough said.

She said KISD included the city in every
step of the process it took to plan for the
construction of the building. McCullough
said itOs been a good partnership between
the two entities, but she is waiting to see
how the split will be handled.

The attendance zones will be reconbg-
ured for the next school year. Students at
Cavazos will come from areas currently
zoned by Hay Branch and Nolanville ele-
mentaries, according to KISDOs Web site.

Skipcha and Mountain View elemen-
taries currently are facing student over-

crowding issues, and those areas will

be rezoned to allow for more students

at less crowded schools, such as Hay
Branch and Nolanville.

McCullough said Cavazos will have a
positive economic impact on Nolanville,
and the city couldnOt be more thrilled.

OItOs going to create new jobs,O she said.
QAnytime you get a new building, it has
an impact. It will attract other businesses
and people to the area.O

Contact Hayley Kappes at hayleyk@
kdhnews.com or (254) 501-7559.
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Belton preserving Its lega

By Hayley Kappes
Killeen Daily Herald

The people of Belton take
pride in their cityOs history
and have taken active mea-
sures to preserve its legacy.

Belton was named a Pre-
serve America Community
by former brst lady Laura
Bush in January It is eligi-
ble for Preserve America fed-
eral grants to preserve histor-
ical sites in town that attract
visitors.

OWebOve seen a lot of suc-

cess with tourism in the city
this past year,O said Christy
Monroe, director of tourism.
OHaving the Preserve Amer-
ica distinction allows us to
place signage across town,
signifying weOre a preserva-
tion community and places
Belton on the map with na-
tional recognition.O

The Downtown Belton Mer-
chants Association began
Market Days one year ago,
which attracts people into the
downtown square area every
third Saturday of the month.
The associationOs mantra for
the event is Obuying, selling
and trading.O It pays hom-
age to Belton during the late
1800s, when it was known as
a merchantOs town and peo-
ple traveled from miles away
to trade.

Market Days run from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. and also fea-
ture music, food, and live
entertainment.

All the downtown buildings
were originally built to house
merchants.

Destiny Johnson, with a fla
County Courthouse during the Belton 4thaufelidgtRaar.

OThe downtown merchants
today wanted to preserve that
past and encourage people to
come back,O Monroe said.

As many as 150 vendors
line the streets during warm
months. Monroe said this
monthly event increases Bel-
tonOs visibility and brings peo-
ple downtown.

BeltonOs annual 4th of July
parade is the longest consec-
utively held parade in Texas,
at 85 years this year, and was

noted in USA Today as one of
the best places in the United
States to show your colors on
Independence Day.

A new attraction for Belton
is the Patriot Way Brick Proj-
ect. Anyone, not just Belton
residents, can purchase a
brick for the walkway in com-
memoration of a loved one
who served in the military,

The bricks are engraved
with the personOs name and
will be placed along Central

painted onawashtairparade floats as they go past

Belton ISD planning for new school

From staff reports

More growth is on the ho-
rizon for Belton Independent
School District, and it already
is making plans to address the
Bourishing circumstances.

Adding the new elementary
school in 2007 helped address
the rising student population,
but Judy Owens said the in-
crease of more than 250 pupils
last year was mostly comprised
of middle school students.

OweOre in a growth pattern
like Killeen, and our long-range
faculty planning committee has
been meeting and by consensus
have made recommendations
that our board will consider for
a new middle school facility®
said the districtOs public infor-
mation coordinator. OThere is
a possibility of calling a bond
election for the new middle
school in May or NovemberO

The move will raise taxes
slightly for Belton residents

but is necessary as both of the
districtOs middle schools have
reached capacity and its high

school is heading in the same
direction.

The proposed date of com-

pletion for the new schoolis fall

of 2011, Owens said. The dis-

trict plans to look at the over-
crowding of its high schools
and improve its transportation
and athletic complex. A new el-
ementary school also may be
in the works, said Owens.

Herald phot

Avenue. Applications for the
bricks can be purchased from
Belton®s Chamber of Com-
merce ofpce or their Web site.

OPreserving Belton is a pri-
ority for everyone here,O Mon-
roe said. OEveryone works to-
gether for major projects like
this and | think itOs a testament
to the people who live here.O

Contact Hayley Kappes at
hayleyk@kdhnews.com or
(254) 501-7559.

rks hit by Booding
reopen this summer

From staff reports

The Army Corps of Engi-
neers is currently managing
many of the parks alongside
Belton and Stillhouse Hollow
lakes.

Most of the parks were dev-
astated after the 2007 summer
rains, which 3ooded the lakes,
said Daniel Thomasson,
Belton and Stillhouse lakes
park manager.

OWhat we
had happen in
a lot of cases,

Most of the
rebuilding has

farther away from the lake
and change some of the road-
work there.

The Corps has also gone
with more flood-resistant
structures; the picnic area
will have a cement slab
and a metal two-column
overhang.

Fifty-two of those types
of picnic tables are going
into TempleOs Lake Park,
and another 64 will be dis-
tributed between
Stillhouse Park
and Dana Peak.

the buildings Most of the re-
petely “un. DEEN COMpleted e oo

ey 323, atbothlakes, s atthers
Th.omasso,n and there are  contractsfortask

e water Morethan 100 “asout 70 per
wached mese  CONtraCts for L2 aced e
buildings come taSk Work. and brush con-

apart in two to
three days.O

Thomasson hopes that

the parks will be
t%%épg%ed by summer. This
is more than likely a reality
for every park except Dana
Peak on Stillhouse Hollow
Lake, he said.

Dana Peak, whose boat
ramp is expected to open in
a few months, probably will
not be fully open until the
end of summer.

The park received the most
damage from the 3oods and is
taking the longest to repair.

The Army Corps of En-
gineers decided to move the
gate house for Dana Peak

tract is complete,
and about 75 per-
cent to 85 percent of the
parks® infrastructure has
been bxed.

The parks are being re-
built, but they wonOt look
much different.

Belton Lake has about
2.5 million visitors each
summer; Stillhouse Hol-
low Lake has about 900,000
visitors.

But due to the rains and
damage, numbers have
been down for the last two
years.

Ol think we will be close to
those numbers,O Thomasson
said. Ol really do.O
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Salado sees business growth, keeps small-town feel

By Hayley Kappes
Killeen Daily Herald

The peaceful, quaint village of
Salado has experienced population
and some business growth over the
past couple years but are staying
true to their small town roots.

Salado Independent School Dis-
trict experienced a big change
this year with the opening of the
high school's new campus. The
new building accommodates more
students.

Because of the new campus, the
lower grades were able to be bro-
ken up and the village now has
a true junior high, housed in the
high school’s former building.

Charlotte Douglass, a member of
the Salado Chamber of Commerce’s
Board of Directors, said the popu-
lation grew in the extra-territorial
jurisdiction and the school district

She said residents gave posi-

Patrons shop on Main Street March 14 in dadatown Sa
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that opened in November was also

“Salado is only two and a half
square miles, so there’s not a ton
of room to add new homes,” Doug-
lass said. “The area outside of the
downtown has grown as new subdi-
visions have been springing up.”

Douglass said the population
in the ETJ expanded because
more people want to be close to
the Salado shops and they work
in the area.

“We're accommodating to the
new population growth just ne,”
Douglass said. “We're happy to
have new friends and improve upon
business infrastructure here.”

New grocery store

he chamber's members in-
creased in 2009 and news busi-
nesses are steadily coming to the
area. Douglass said they encour-
age small, mom-and-pop opera-

to maintain the village’s charm.

“Small businesses are still the
backbone of America,” Douglass
said. ‘A majority of people still
moving here are retirees and the
businesses here re ect that.”

In March, Mayor Merle Stal-
cup announced at a Board of Al-
dermen meeting that the village
would be getting a new Brookshire
Brothers grocery store, scheduled
to open in November.

Still known throughout Texas
for quaint shops, relaxing bed and
breakfasts and slower pace, tour-
ism remains the village’s main
industry.

“We're proud to say tourism is
our biggest business,” Douglass
said. “We're very lucky in that we
still have visitors come here to en-
joy life and get away from stress of
everyday life.”

a much needed addition for the

tions instead of chains to come to

boundaries expanded within the

tive feedback on the high school’s

last couple years.

design. The Scott & White clinic

village.

the area, because residents want

Contact Hayley Kappes at hay-
leyk@kdhnews.com or (254) 501-7559

New high school opens

By Hayley Kappes
Killeen Daily Herald

The 2008-09 school year
marked big transitions for
the Salado Independent
School District.

The village’s new high
school opened its doors and
welcomed students for the
rst time at its Farm-to-Mar-
ket 2484 location. It serves
about 450 students.

SISD of cials restructured
every school because of the
move, and the old high school
was turned into the village’s
junior high for seventh and
eighth grades.

Before the new high school
was built, the district was
structured around an ele-
mentary school that housed
pre-K through fourth grade,
and an intermediate school
where fth through eighth
grade attended.

The elementary school
now has pre-k through sec-
ond grade and the interme-
diate has third through sixth
grade.

Salado High School Princi-
pal Kay Matthews has worked
in Salado for 13 years as an
administrator and served in
education close to 30 years.

“It was a lot of work plan-
ning and transitioning to the
new school, but a lot of fun,”
Matthews said. “The larg-
est transition was break-
ing up the schools. What's
so good about this district is
that we really, truly work as
a team.”

Matthews said the dis-
trict's students, faculty and
staff are feeling some grow-
ing pains and they're trying
to accommodate for the new
population in ux Salado is
experiencing.

“We're trying to learn cre-
ative ways and make sure we
still reach all the kids and
know them all,” Matthews
said. “We don't want to lose
that touch, even if we are
growing.”

She said graduating classes
have increased by about 20

students every year.

The new high school came
with some updates that aren’t
seen at older schools.

The school doesn't have
any lockers. It purchased
classroom sets of textbooks,
and every student has a copy
of every book they need at
home. Matthews said this
prevents wear and tear on
books, averts students from
bringing illicit materials to
school and alleviates conges-
tion in the hallways during
passing periods.

The school built two gyms
to accommodate six boys and
girls basketball teams, and
plans to construct a football,
baseball and softball elds,
and track.

Until then, the school’s ath-
letes are being bused to Sal-
ado’s junior high school for
games and practices.

Jeff Cheatham, athletic
director and head football
coach, said there is not a con-
crete date for when athletic

eld construction will begin,
but it will be soon.

“We've had to make some
changes as far as what and
when we do things. It's not
easy,” Cheatham said. “We're
going to have some great fa-
cilities here, and the kids
have done a great job being
able to adapt moving back
and forth.”

Expansion of 201 will connect 195 to Interstate 35

By Justin Cox
Killeen Daily Herald

A major road project that
will affect Killeen-area res-
idents this year is in initial
planning stages.

There has only been one
public meeting thus far to dis-
cuss the expansion of State
Highway 201. The state wants
to extend it east, from where it
intersects with State Highway
195, to meet Interstate 35.

While no funds have been al-
located and there’s no set route,
it's likely the road will inter-
sect with I-35 near Salado.

“More meetings will be held
with the public to discuss the
project,” said Ken Roberts,
spokesman for the Waco Divi-
sion of the Texas Department
of Transportation. ‘An envi-
ronmental assessment will
also be done in the planned
construction area.”

Roberts said construction
will begin this summer.

Other expansion projects
under way for Bell County in-
clude adding lanes to I-35 south
of Salado, interchange recon-
struction at the intersection
of Loop 363 and I-35 in Temple
and widening Farm-to-Market

3305 where it intersects with
State Highway 317.

But all of it, Roberts said, is
part of a plan to widen roads
and ease congestion along U.S.
190, from Copperas Cove to In-
terstate 35.

“You are looking at consid-
erable growth in this area,”
Roberts said. “With that is the
increased demand on the in-
frastructure. What this project
will help is increase the safety
in the area, as well as mean
better ow of traf ¢ for driv-
ersin that area.”

Roberts said traf ¢ volume
in this area— from Stan Schlu-

eter Loop to the main gate at
Fort Hood — reaches about
100,000 cars daily.

A considerable amount, he
said, when you consider the
fact that the TXDOT Waco dis-
trict along 1-35, beginning just
south of Salado and reaching
up to Hillsboro, between Waco
and Dallas, sees an average of
about 80,000 cars per day:

“That is a tremendous
amount of trafc in a very
small area,” Roberts said. “This
is just one step in the overall
project. | am sure, in the in-
terim, there will be other proj-
ects along 190 along the way”
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Florence waits for growth

By Victor O’Brien
Killeen Daily Herald

Population and residential
growth has engulfed Central
Texas in the last 15 years. But
in the small town of Florence
off U.S. Highway 195, they're
in a wait and prepare mode,
Mayor Mary Condon said.

City leaders will examine
planning and zoning ordi-
nances to prepare for future
growth as seen throughout
central Texas, but so far that
hasn’'t come.

Florence has stayed at be-
tween 1,000 and 1,100 residents
for close to 50 years. The 2010
census will shed clearer light
on exactly how many resi-
dents Florence has.

Condon described the prep-
aration process as “slow and
steady” In past years, Flor-

ence completed several subdi-
vision to prepare for a residen-
tial boom.

Condon said leaders are
hopeful that a loop to be built
along U.S. Highway 195 will
bring growth and businesses,
particularly to downtown
Florence.

“We're holding to our bud-
get. We wish we had more
money, but who doesn't,” Con-
don said about the city’s efforts
to stay nancially stable.

In the meantime, Florence
will be receiving a new Dollar
General Store in 2009, Condon
said. The store should bring
additional employment and
funds to the city.

They are also planning
to have the city’s well water
blended with Chisolm Trail
surface water.

“In Central Texas, surface

water is a more secure source
of water than well water. Wells
have their problems,” Condon
said. “Just to secure a good
long-term water supply for the
city, we felt it was important to
get that surface water”

Condon is in her rst year
of atwo-year term as mayor af-
ter being elected in May 2008.
She ran unopposed to Il seat
previously occupied by Paul
Ward. Condon was on the City
Council for 12 years.

In 2008, no council seats were
up for election. Tom Estes lled
Condon’s council vacancy
when she became mayor.

Florence has three council
seats up for grabs in May and
four candidates running.

Contact Victor O'Brien at vo-
brien@kdhnews.com or (254)
501-7468.

Florence ISD modibes curriculum

From staff reports

FLORENCE — Things are rolling right along
at the Florence Independent School District.

Last year, the district added a personal
touch to its curriculum by implementing the
Response to Intervention program, which fo-
cuses on addressing children’s academic prob-
lems with a one-on-one approach.

“It helps evaluate every student and meets
their needs individually,” said John Vandever,
the district's superintendent. “It gets them
that attention above and beyond the normal
classroom setting. Teachers use the program
in their classrooms and pull out children that
need speci ¢ help for math and reading. So
they get extra help in the areas they need and
it's working out very well.”

The district plans on extending that program
to the middle schools next year so that students
who were introduced to it this year can still take
advantage of it as they progress. Rosetta Stone
software also was introduced last year and has
been making a big impact for students who are
learning English as their second language.

“Things are running,” Vandever said. “We're

pretty at as far as enrollment and we don't
foresee it increasing. We anticipate a at en-
rollment until some of the new highways cross
around here and then we expect some growth.
Our area in particular is also short on housing,
so that is stopping our growth as well.”

With a sti ed economy, Vandever said the
district has been running on a tight budget.
Last year's sky-high gas prices increased costs
for just about everything, he said.

“We have a balanced budget but it's tight and
we plan on having a tight budget for this year
as well,” Vandever said. “We have taken some
transfer students this year, which helped a lit-
tle in nancing, but the food, salary and utility
prices are continuing to increase. We are going
through a budget process to make sure we live
with in our means this year.”

Vandever said it may not happen in the im-
mediate future, but a new elementary school
is needed because all of the campuses are run-
ning near capacity this year.

“We have an excellent school district and it
takes a joint effort from the Board of Trustees
and our administration team to keep it run-
ning within the budget,” Vandever said.



