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By Alicia Lacy
Killeen Daily Herald

In a year’s time Copperas 
Cove ousted its mayor and 
in an unprecedented move, 
Cove voters recalled four 
council members on Nov. 4, 
which left only three council-
men, a lack of  a quorum and 
no governing body for almost 
four months.

During that time, City 
Manager Andrea Gardner 
kept the city functioning.

During the same election, 
Copperas Cove voters elected 
former Coryell County Judge 
John Hull as the city’s mayor 
The former mayor, Roger 
O’Dwyer, was ousted by a ma-
jority vote of  the council dur-
ing an administrative hear-
ing in March that charged 
him with � ve counts of  char-
ter violation.

A quorum was finally 
achieved following a Feb. 10 
special election when Cove 
voters elected Place 1 Coun-
cilwoman Cheryl Meredith, 
Place 3 Councilman Charles 
“Chuck” Downard and 
Place 4 Councilman Danny 
Palmer.

However, because none of  
the three candidates running 
for the Place 5 seat received a 
majority vote, the two high-
est vote-getters, Bill Ste-
phens and David Wilson, ran 
in a special runoff  election 
on March 17 to � ll the seat. 
The voters spoke and elected 
Stephens for the Place 5 

council seat.
The recall was the result

of  a petition from Cove resi-
dent Diane Steele, who began
collecting signatures from
residents on May 27. The pe-
titions to recall all four coun-
cil members’ seats were for
four separate allegations,
and ultimately the voters
elected to recall Mayor Pro
Tem Robert Reeves, Place
3 Councilman Mark Peter-
son, Place 4 Councilwoman
Charlotte Heinze and Place
5 Councilman Ray Don Clay-
ton’s council seats.

Following the city’s tu-
multuous political climate
and two special elections al-
ready taking place this year,
the city is now preparing for
yet another election.

The election for mayor,
Place 1, Place 2 and Copperas
Cove Independent School
District Board of  Trustees is
scheduled for May 9.

May’s ballot will be � lled
with familiar names. Mayor
Hull is running to retain his
seat against O’Dwyer. Mere-
dith is running unopposed
for Place 1 and former coun-
cilman Peterson and former
councilman Youngs are both
vying for the Place 2 seat that
will be left vacant by Larry
Sheppard. Sheppard said he
had no intention of  running
for re-election.

Because both candidates
for the CCISD school board
are running unopposed,
CCISD canceled its election.

By Alicia Lacy
Killeen Daily Herald

Commuters who travel to Copperas Cove via 
U.S. Highway 190 may be relieved to see the U.S. 
190 bypass in Copperas Cove has gained a lit-
tle momentum as the project is moving closer 
to reality.

The bypass is a work in progress since 1996, 
as Copperas Cove and Coryell County of� cials 
have been working with the Texas Department 
of  Transportation and the Killeen-Temple Ur-
ban Transportation Study to get the project 
started.

The 13-year project was recently named a 
priority for the TxDOT and K-TUTS.

According to County Judge John Firth, the 
U.S. 190 bypass was bumped to the No. 2 posi-
tion for the region after the Interstate 35 ex-
pansion that will make Interstate 35 a six-lane 
highway between Farm-to-Market 2484 near 
Salado to U.S. 190 in Belton.

Ken Roberts, TxDOT Waco district public re-
lations manager, said the project is still in plan-
ning and should be ready for construction next 
January. The project is waiting for funding, but 
will remain a priority for TxDOT.

Of� cials hope the bypass will alleviate con-
gestion for drivers who travel between Killeen 

and Copperas Cove and will foster residential 
and economic growth for Cove.

“The intent is to create more safe and ef� -
cient traf� c in Copperas Cove by creating a by-
pass for the city,” Roberts said.

The reliever route is a loop project that is set 
to be built with two lanes that go from the east 
side of  Copperas Cove at U.S. 190 and then meet 
U.S. 190 on the west side of  Copperas Cove, Rob-
erts said.

K-TUTS staff  director, Annette Shepherd, 
said K-TUTS provided the two projects to Tx-
DOT that were shovel ready.

“The intent is to put people to work, and so 
shovel-ready projects will translate into jobs,” 
Shepherd said.

“The commission felt I-35 with six lanes is a 
priority for the state,” Shepherd added.

Many of  the of� cials working on the approx-
imately $55 million project said by getting the 
I-35 expansion completed, it will free up funds 
for the U.S. 190 bypass.

Not only will the bypass create work and ease 
congestion on U.S. 190 in and out of  Copperas 
Cove but will provide growth for the city as 
well.

Copperas Cove Mayor John Hull said the by-
pass will have a huge impact for the city.

“A lot of  things look forward,” Hull said.

Council gutted, then
reÞ lled by elections

U.S. 190 bypass closer to reality
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Fun times 
for all ages
By Evan Mohl
Killeen Daily Herald

With seven parks, two pools 
and a bevy of youth programs, 
Copperas Cove Parks and 
Recreation offers tons of 
opportunities for everyone. 

Here is a brief overview of some 
of the programs provided by Cove 
Parks and Rec. 

Youth Leagues
Baseball
Softball
Spring soccer
Fall soccer
Basketball
Smart start
Tackle Football
Cheerleading
Flag football 

Senior activities
(1012 North Drive Suite 5) 

Bingo: Tuesdays and Fridays 
at noon

Potluck: Third Wednesdays at 
noon

Stretch and Flex: Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays at 8 a.m.

Haircuts: Second and fourth 
Mondays (sign-up required)

Community Events
Cove Country Opry: � rst 

Saturday of every month at Civic 
Center

Tough Cookie: April (TBA) at 
Civic Center

Easter Egg Hunt: April 11 at 
City Park

Jack Rabbit Run: May 9 at 
City Park

Rabbit Fest: third weekend in 
May at City Park

Music at the Gap: Saturdays 
all summer long

Gallop or Trot 5k: Sept. 26 
Ogletree Gap Heritage 

Festival: third weekend in October
Downtown Safe Treat: Oct. 31
Spooktacular: October 28-31 

at Ogletree
Feast of Sharing: Nov. 19
Tree Lighting Ceremony: Dec. 4
Kris Kindle Market: � rst 

weekend in December
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Traffic makes its way along U.S. 190 through Copperas Cove.

By Alicia Lacy
Killeen Daily Herald

Despite the slow economy and a slight 
drop in sales tax revenue, Copperas Cove 
is booming with growth.

The city’s new mega-entertainment cen-
ter, Cinergy Cinemas, is scheduled to open 
in early June, land will be exchanged in 
April between Fort Hood and the city to 
develop a 1.5 million-square-foot open-air 
shopping center the Shops at Five Hills 
and the projection of  the U.S. 190 bypass 
to begin construction next January will 
help foster more commercial and residen-
tial growth for the city.

In December, Jeff  and Jamie Benson 
made Cinergy Cinemas a reality after buy-
ing the Speculation Building on Constitu-
tional Boulevard in Cove.

The 40,000-square-foot cinema-eatery, 
complete with a two-story laser tag arena, 
eight movie screens, a large arcade and 
party room will bring in an estimated $3.5 
million in tax revenue and create approx-
imately 50 jobs for the area.

“We feel this project will be a catalyst to 
continue retail and commercial develop-
ment in this area,” CCEDC Marketing Di-
rector Monica Hull said about the upcom-
ing developments in the area.

The Copperas Cove Economic Develop-
ment Corporation is still working on the 
Shops of  Five Hills shopping center, which 
will be located directly across the street 
from Cinergy Cinemas.

Austin-based developer First Advisors 
Inc. is developing the shopping center.

“Depending on the economy, more re-
tail and more entertainment opportuni-
ties and venues,” CCEDC Executive Di-
rector Jerry Connor said of  the planned 
shopping center.

A land swap with Fort Hood is set to hap-
pen in April and construction is set to be-
gin in the late 2010.

“Everything hinges on how fast we come 
out of  the recession, he’s dealing with na-
tional chains, the national economy ef-
fects them and we’re sheltered because 
our economy is more or less set by Fort 
Hood,” Connor said.

First Advisors Inc. President Gary Da-
vis said between the time the city obtains 
the land and the construction begins in 
2010, the � rm will negotiate with prospec-
tive tenants and continue its architectural 
plans.

“It’s a lot of  planning, permitting, de-
tailed works and getting approvals,” Da-
vis added.

According to Davis, the multi-phase proj-
ect will take approximately � ve to seven 
years to complete. The number of  retail fa-
cilities is contingent upon the demand.

“There will be a number of  larger stores 
and smaller stores. I don’t know how many 
there will be, but it depends on the mar-
ket’s demand,” Davis said.

Last year the city’s Building and Devel-
opment Department issued 2,030 permits 
totaling more than $29 million with six be-
ing commercial, one multi-family, seven 
duplex and 177 single-family permits, 
which was a decrease from 2007’s 2,254 per-
mits valued at more than $47 million.

Cove constantly changing
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By Alicia Lacy
Killeen Daily Herald

No one looking at the metal 
framework, the dangling wir-
ing and the fresh concrete in-
side the walls of  the specu-
lative building in Copperas 
Cove (not to mention the dirt-
covered parking lot) would’ve 
imagined that the 40,000-
square-foot building was 
the beginning of  a mega-en-
tertainment, cinema-eatery 
complex. The huge new en-
tertainment facility is slated 
to open in early June.

However, Jeff  Benson 
and contractor Tony Prutch 
knew different as they guided 
groups of  15 through the skel-
etal building recently, explain-
ing the location of  the eight 
theaters, the party room, ar-
cade, main lobby and the two-
story laser tag arena.

Filled with excitement, 
Copperas Cove community 
leaders gathered at the site of  
Cinergy Cinemas to welcome 
Benson and his wife, Jamie 
Benson, owners of  the soon-
to-be entertainment center, to 
the area.

Carol Mills, former 

Copperas Cove Economic De-
velopment Corporation ex-
ecutive director, got the ball 
rolling for the estimated $7 
million project with the help 
of  the city, CCEDC and the 
Copperas Cove Industrial 
Foundation.

The new theater will bring 
in an estimated $3.5 million 
in tax revenue, create approx-
imately 50 jobs for the area 
and give families something 

to do.
“Not only are we excited 

about the growth in Cove, 
the fact that we not only ex-
panded our tax base and 
brought some good tax reve-
nue into our community, but 
we gave our people a boost 
in quality of  life, so there’s 
something extra to do in the 
evenings,” CCEDC Treasurer 
Fred Chavez said.

Mayor John Hull said he is 

excited about the jobs the new 
theater will create and the 
way it will � t in with other 
development in the area.

However, he’s most excited 
about the laser tag.

“I don’t know what it is 
but, it sounds fun,” Hull said 
jokingly.

The � rst-of-its-kind, full-
service theater will include 
eight screens with the pos-
sibility of  adding up to six 
more, stadium seating, a 
two-story, 3,350-square-foot 
laser tag arena, large arcade, 
party rooms, a menu � lled 
with traditional concessions 
and food cooked to order and 
delivered to patrons’ seats, 
beer and wine for customers 
of  age, tray tables at every 
seat, vintage light � xtures, 
online ticketing and other 
amenities.

Jeff  Benson said he’s � lled 
up every space in the the-
ater’s lobby.

“We feel this project will 
be a catalyst to continue re-
tail and commercial develop-
ment in this area,” CCEDC 
Marketing Director Monica 
Hull said about the upcoming 
developments in the area.

By Rebecca LaFlure
Killeen Daily Herald

Like nearly everything in 
Copperas Cove, area tour-
ism rose in 2008, with an en-
hanced focus on Cove’s popu-
lar bicycle races.

Chamber President Marty 
Smith predicts a continual 
increase for this year.

The chamber’s biannual 
bike races increased by 
about 100 cyclists from 2007, 
she said.

Smith credits the events’ 
rising success with know-
ing what to provide, getting 
to know the people, improved 
advertisements and better ed-
ucation on tourism trends.

Smith said the chamber fo-
cused on establishing the bi-
cycle races as the city’s niche 
because the events bring in 
people from all over Texas.

“The majority of  the cy-
clists at these events are from 
out of  our city, period,” Smith 
said. “I’d say about 10 out of  
500 are from here. We have 
been focusing on those be-
cause that’s true tourism.”

Smith said she hopes this 
year’s bicycle events will 
bring even more cyclists to 
the “bike friendly” city, with 
three races planned instead 
of  the usual two.

“I think this year, even 
with the economy the way 
it is, these people will still 
come,” Smith said. “They 
love the challenge, our com-
munity, the route, and they 
think it’s beautiful.”

David Landmann, a 
founder of  the Cove bicy-
cle group Team Roadkill, 
agreed.

“Copperas Cove is in the 
middle of  many wonderful 
roads with not a lot of  traf� c 

so it’s a great place for peo-
ple to ride,” Landmann said.
“We don’t have any trouble
getting people to show up.”

The city held its � rst bi-
cycle race of  2009 in Janu-
ary. More than 200 men and
women from across Texas
competed in the TBi Copperas
Cove Classic Road Race.

The next race is scheduled
for June 20.

Some other notable Cove
tourism events of  2008 were
the Spooktacular Halloween
trade ride, Ogletree Gap Fest,
and the Rabbit Fest.

According to Smith, the
annual rabbit fest in 2008
was the most successful it’s
ever been due to increased
advertisements.

Spooktacular participation
increased by 10 percent.

The Ogletree Gap Fest re-
mained the same as the year
before, Smith said.

The hills are alive with
the sounds of bicyclists

Herald/ALICIA LACY

Tony Prutch shows off the lobby of the Cinergy Cinemas sched-
uled to open in June in Copperas Cove.

Cove getting a movie megaplex

Herald/STEVEN DOLL

Blake Coll ier, 17, gets himself 
prepared for the Bikers in the 
2009 TBi Copperas Cove Clas-
sic Road Race.

Hills of Cove changes its holes, launches Web site
By Evan Mohl
Killeen Daily Herald

The Hills of  Cove golf  course got a face-
lift this year. 

Holes 10 and 13 got brand new tee boxes 
to give golfers more options and chal-
lenges while a grass bunker was removed 
from hole 12.

“We feel like this is makes the course 
more versatile,” Hills of  Cove general 
manager Mike Chandler said. “The ad-
justments reach more player’s skill 
level.” 

Hills of  Cove also launched their new 
web site — www.golfhillsofcove.com. It 
offers internet specials, a guide to the 
course and rates.

You can even book a tee time from the 
site. 

“We’ve been working on it since Octo-
ber,” Chandler said. “It really launched 
in February and we’re proud of  it.”
The municipal course still offers a teach-
ing professional (Janet Gaddy), a full ser-
vice pro shop, snack bar and a lighted 
driving range. 

Hills of  Cove also has one of  the best 

deals in the area: $28 to play on a week-
day. Add 5$ to play on a weekend. 

Twilight specials and military dis-
counts are also available

“We feel like we offer a great deal, one 
of  the best in the area,” Chandler said. 

The course is open seven days a week 
from dusk until dawn. 

Hills of  Cove will host a plethora of  
tournaments this year. The Knights of  
Columbus kicks tournament season off  
on April 25 while the city tournament — 
revived last year — will close things out 
on Sept. 12 and 13. 
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By Alicia Lacy
Killeen Daily Herald

Kempner Water Supply Cor-
poration is one of  the region’s 
largest water providers, serv-
ing a four-county area.

The water supply company 
is undergoing the construc-
tion of  its own treatment plant 
facility on Stillhouse Hollow 
Reservoir, the Cliff  and Eldine 
Poe Regional Treatment Plant 
and transmission line project, 
tentatively slated for comple-
tion at the beginning of  2010.

Perry Steger of  Steger and 
Bizzell Engineering in George-
town is developing the treat-
ment plant.

According to KWSC Gen-
eral Manager David Sneed, 
the project was four years in 
its development and was nec-
essary to be in compliance 
with the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality’s 
rules on production.

KWSC provides water to 
about 4,800 households — each 
of  which consumes between 
5,000 and 10,000 gallons of  wa-
ter per month — in Lampasas, 
Coryell, Bell and parts of  Bur-
net counties.

The company secured loans 
of  more than $30 million from 
the Texas Water Develop-
ment Board to put toward the 
project.

In March 2007, KWSC pur-
chased 87 acres of  land in 
Harker Heights. The location 
was ideal for the treatment 
plant and shortened the dis-
tance of  the amount of  pipe-
line that will be constructed.

Because of  the cost of  the 
project, KWSC held two town 
hall meetings to explain to its 
water customers the rate in-
creases that they will incur 
through 2015.

KWSC is the largest com-
pany in the city of  Kempner, 
with 14 employees and esti-
mated annual sales of  more 
than $3.9 million.

Kempner 
Water 
keeps the 
taps on

By Rebecca LaFlure
Killeen Daily Herald

Bringing in crowds of  up 
to 3,500, the annual Gatesville 
Shivaree was the city’s lead-
ing event for 2008.

Presented by the Gatesville 
Chamber of  Commerce, the 
Shivaree is held every year 
on the � rst weekend in June 
at the Fauntleroy and Raby 
Parks.

The festival includes arts 
and crafts vendors, wiener-
dog races, a petting zoo, vol-
leyball tournament and much 
more.

“Its really the only commu-
nity event like that here in 
Gatesville,” said Susan Jack-
son, executive director of  the 
Gatesville Chamber of  Com-
merce. “It’s free admission so 
it’s something you can bring 
the kids to and not spend a lot 

of  money.”
Though admission is free, 

Jackson said the Shivaree 
brings in people from all 
over Texas, and contributes 
money to the city by eating 
and sleeping at the local res-
taurants and hotels.

Jackson said she does not 
know the exact dollar amount 
Gatesville gained from the 
event.

If  attending the Shiva-
ree is not an option, Gates-
ville’s Coryell Museum and 
Historic Center contains the 
largest collection of  spurs in 

world. On Sept. 19, the mu-
seum hosts its annual Spur 
Fest celebration.

Gatesville tourism events 
did not experience signi� -
cant growth in 2008, but the 
Gatesville Chamber of  Com-
merce has since received an 
increased amount of  inqui-
ries in 2009 from people want-
ing to move to the city, Jack-
son said.

For more information on 
Gatesville tourism or to re-
view the town’s upcoming 
events, go to www.gatesvil-
letx.info or call (254) 865-2617.

Gatesville comes together for Shivaree
Spur Fest 

another big 
draw for city

�„
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A view of downtown Gatesvil le, which hosts the annual Gatesvil le 
Shivaree in June and Spur Fest in September.

By Rebecca LaFlure
Killeen Daily Herald

Similar to previous years, 
Lampasas’ biggest tourism 
event of  2008 was the city’s an-
nual Spring Ho festival.

Last year’s festival attracted 
an estimated 30,000 people 
from throughout Texas, ac-
cording to Jill Carroll, execu-
tive director of  the Lampasas 
Chamber of  Commerce.

With a history more than a 
quarter-century old, the week-
long event features a beauty 
pageant, talent contest, street 
dancers, barbecue, arts and 
crafts and � re works display.

“It offers something for ev-
erybody, both kids and adults,” 
she said, adding that the festi-
val sees growth every year.

Carroll said the chamber 
also successfully launched a 
new event in 2008 called the 
Women’s Expo.

The event was held on the 
second Thursday in May, just 
in time for Mother’s Day. With 
about 150 people in attendance, 
the event gave women advice 
on issues ranging from healthy 

living to beauty products.
A second expo will be held 

at the same time this year, and 
will include a life coach to edu-
cate women on how to be suc-
cessful in the home and of� ce.

Carroll said the chamber 
does not have any new events 
planned for this year, but in-
stead will expand on existing 
ones.

Some of  the city’s reoccur-

ring events include arts and 
crafts festivals, a motorcycle 
rally, an Indian artifacts show 
and a citywide garage sale.

Lampasas also had a histor-
ical photo-essay published in 
February 2009.

The book “Images of  Amer-
ica: Lampasas County” offers 
a glimpse into the communi-
ty’s history through 128 pages 
of  vintage photographs and 

captions spanning from the 
county’s founding in 1856 to 
the early 1960s.

The Lampasas County Mu-
seum Foundation compiled 
the paperback, and it chron-
icles the area’s natural re-
sources and disasters, busi-
nesses, schools, architecture, 
and people.

“We wanted to produce a 
book that would be afford-
able,” said Amy Ellis McDan-
iel, president of  the LCMF 
and one of  the book’s authors. 
“We thought it would be a good 
idea for a souvenir, and also we 
knew there was a lot of  inter-
est in historic photographs in 
the area.”

McDaniel said the photos 
were gathered from the Key 
Stone Square Museum, op-
erated by the LCMF, as well 
as � les from the Lampasas 
County Historical Commis-
sion and the private collec-
tions of  local residents.

For more information on 
Lampasas tourism or to review 
the town’s upcoming events, go 
to www.lampasaschamber.org 
or call (512) 556-5172.

Lampasas loves its Spring Ho, Women’s Expo

Herald/DAVID MORRIS

Sami Dawn Thompson, daughter of Mackey and Brenda Thompson, 
waves to the crowd during the introductions for the 2008 Litt le 
Miss Spring Ho pageant in Lampasas.

By Rebecca LaFlure
Killeen Daily Herald

The Gatesville commu-
nity experienced signi� cant 
growth in 2008 with a slew 
of  newly opened business 
and restaurants, over 20 ad-
ditional single-family houses 
and a 76-unit apartment com-
plex open for occupancy.

“The population clearly in-
creased in the past year, and 
the city is looking forward to 
the 2010 census to quantify 
the current population,” said 
Roger Mumby, Gatesville city 
manager.

The new businesses in-
clude: Walgreens, First Na-
tional Bank, Taco Express, 
Bush’s Chicken and Shoe 
Dept.

Mumby said the city’s key 
project in 2008 was connect-
ing the North Fort Hood 
wastewater system to one 
of  the Gatesville wastewater 
plants.

“As November 2008, 
Gatesville began providing 
this service to the Army at 
North Fort Hood,” Mumby 
said. “This project will en-
able expansion of  the North 
Fort Hood facilities, and sup-
port expansion of  the mobi-
lization and deployment plat-
form at North Fort Hood.”

Gatesville’s second ma-
jor project last year was the 
beginning of  the expansion 
and modernization of  the 
Gatesville Regional Water 
Supply operation.

Gatesville pumps water out 
of  Lake Belton, then treats 
it, and sells it to The Grove, 
Flat, North Fort Hood, South 
Mountain, Coryell City, the 
Texas Department of  Cor-
rections’ six prison units in 

Gatesville, as well as the City
of  Gatesville.

The Gatesville Regional
Water Supply Water System
Master Plan is a $13 million
project to modernize and ex-
pand the water system.

The city began work on this
master plan in 2008, and it
will probably take � ve years
to complete it.

A Gatesville splash park is
currently under construction
— just one of  several projects
the city has planned for its
community parks this year.

The facility will contain
shower and sprinkler-like
waterspouts, a gazebo and a
xeriscape garden � lled with
hearty Texas plants.

The 3,000-square-foot facil-
ity will be in Raby Park off
of  South Seventh Street in
Gatesville, behind the city
swimming pool.

The splash park will be free
and open to the public during
the summer months. It is set
to be operational in June.

“It’s a great opportunity
for kids recreation in the
park, and it doesn’t require
a life guard or much mainte-
nance,” Mumby said.

According to Mumby, the
city received a $50,000 small
cities match grant from Texas
Parks and Wildlife to build
the facility. The entire proj-
ect will cost a little more than
$100,000, he said. The city will
cover the additional costs.

“We found that additional
activities in the park are
desired. There’s already a
public swimming pool in
Gatesville, but you have to
pay to get in,” Mumby said.
“We thought this would be a
good summer activity with-
out paying.”

Great things happening
all around Gatesville
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By Kevin Posival
Killeen Daily Herald

Killeen

The young and young-at-
heart are welcomed at each 
of  Killeen’s 18 parks and two 
athletic complexes and in any 
Killeen Parks and Recreation-
sponsored league or event.

From national and state 
softball tournaments to the 
Centex Race Series and ev-
erything in between, there is 
something for everyone and 
almost everything one could 
imagine.

Killeen Parks and Recre-
ation offers organized com-
munity flag football, bas-
ketball, volleyball, soccer, 
baseball, softball, T-ball and 
track teams.

The Centex Race Series 
brings in runners of  all ages 
to compete for points in 12 
events, beginning in March 
and running through Decem-
ber, that are celebrated at a 
banquet every year.

The city’s new $5.7 million 
aquatic center is projected 
to open around July 4 at Li-
ons Club Park and recently 
opened the doors on the Fam-
ily Recreation Center, which 
offers a state-of-the-art � t-
ness gym, child-care center, 
computer lap and activity 
center.

The aquatic center, which 
has a maximum capacity of  
780 people, will boast a 2,180-
square-foot bathhouse, a 
10,360-square-foot multiuse 
pool, a 25-meter lap pool, three 
water slides, a bowl slide and 
shade shelters.

Long Branch Park on 
Branch Drive and Pershing 
Park Pool on Bonnie Drive 
each provide pools as well.

Last year, KPR opened the 
doors to two new buildings — 
the Killeen Senior Center and 
the Family Recreation Center, 
both at Lions Club Park.

Amenities in the senior 
center include the Kyle Hill-
iard Ballroom, � tness room, 
two arts and crafts room, a 
card room, billiard room, liv-
ing room, meeting room and 
a professional-grade kitchen. 

Residents ages 55 and older 
can register for free.

The Family Recreation Cen-
ter has an indoor track, two 
full-size gyms, two locker 
rooms, two basketball courts 
and aerobics room with hard-
wood � oors for all kinds of  
classes including spin, yoga 
and dance, a child-care room 
and a game room.

Skateboarders can use Con-
dor Skate Park which features 
a covered overhead pavilion 
and is the at the corner of  Vet-
erans Memorial Boulevard 
and W.S. Young Drive. The 
park can accommodate about 

30 skaters. The park is open 
from sunrise to sundown and 
admission is free.

In addition to the skate 
park, there are three skat-
ing rinks in the area includ-
ing the Killeen Skate Palace 
on Fort Hood Street, Skate 
World on U.S. Highway 190 
in Copperas Cove and Texas 
Skateland on Cox Drive in 
Harker Heights.

In addition to outdoor ac-
tivities, KPR offers a plethora 
of  indoor opportunities with 
classes ranging from Amer-
ican Ninjutsu to dancing to 
gymnastics to yoga.

For more information on 
KPR’s programs, call 501-8889 
or go online at http://www.
ci.killeen.tx.us.

Harker Heights

With six parks, a baseball di-
amond, a soccer complex and 
a recreation center, the Harker 
Heights Parks and Recreation 
Department is making Harker 
Heights as much fun to play in 
as it is to shop in.

Children can enjoy age-ap-
propriate sports such as soc-
cer, baseball, basketball and 

kickball, offered at different 
times throughout the year.

Annual contests such as the 
NFL Punt, Pass and Kick com-
petition and Pepsi Pitch, Hit 
and Run also are offered for 
the younger contestants.

Harker Heights will open 
its new Knight’s Way Athletic 
Complex this spring, which 
will feature four adult-sized 
baseball � elds, a walking trail, 
a playscape, picnic tables and 
other amenities.

The Harker Heights Rec-
reation Center, located at 307 
Miller’s Crossing, sports a 
gymnasium for basketball and 

volleyball, two multi-purpose
rooms and a cardio room with
exercise equipment.

There are also several non-
athletic activities for the youth
in the community such as tae
kwon do, gymnastics, cheer-
leading, hunter education and
rock climbing.

For adults, there are pro-
grams such as adult exer-
cise, yoga, water works, hap-
kido and art classes. There
are also many opportunities
for an adult to be a class in-
structor, volunteer as a coach
or sign up as an of� cial or ref-
eree through the local of� cial
association.

For adults 55 and older, many
monthly programs, activities
and events are offered.

For more information about
parks and recreation activi-
ties in Harker Heights, go to
http://www.ci.harker-heights.
tx.us or call 953-5657.

Copperas Cove

Copperas Cove Parks and
Recreation offers seven parks,
three swimming pools and
a load of  opportunities for
youth sports.

Youth sports such as base-
ball, softball, football, basket-
ball, soccer and cheerleading
are offered throughout the
year.

Smart Start is a course for
tiny tots ages 3 to 5 years-old
and it teaches these young ath-
letes skills to help them de-
velop. Fun activities help them
advance their range of  motion
as well as work on their hand-
eye coordination.

Spring break and Summer
break camps allows kids to
spend time with other chil-
dren while doing craft proj-
ects, activities and going on
cool � eld trips. 

Pools are available at South
Park, on Dennis Drive, and
the City Park Complex, on
West Avenue B. The pools
are available during the sum-
mer for open swim from 1 to
7 p.m. on the weekends and 1
to 5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. There also is family swim
on Tuesday’s and Thursday’s
from to 9 p.m.

By Jason Chlapek
Killeen Daily Herald

The City of  Killeen Parks and Recreation 
Department provides a plethora of  activities 
for people of  all ages.

Among the facilities that Parks and Rec-
reation oversees is Lions Club Park on Stan 
Schlueter Loop.

Lion’s Club Park has a bit of  everything. 
There are softball � elds, baseball � elds, bas-
ketball courts and football/soccer � elds.

Former Ellison High School football stand-
out Tommie Harris even has a � tness center 
named after him in the park. Harris is a de-
fensive tackle for the Chicago Bears.

The � tness center is open from 6 a.m. to 
10 p.m. Monday- through- Friday, 7 a.m. to 8 
p.m. on Saturday and noon to 5 p.m. on Sun-
day. Annual membership fees range from 
$100-$650, and various classes are offered as 
well.

The baseball and softball � elds are all part 
of  a four-plex with four � elds designed for 
baseball play and the other four for softball. 
The � elds are lighted as well.

Several select baseball and softball tourna-
ments have taken place at Lions Club Park.

Parks and Recreation also has leagues for 
youth in sports such as girls and boys basket-
ball, baseball, softball, boys and girls soccer, 
t-ball, coach-pitch baseball and softball, vol-
leyball and softball. Adult leagues are avail-
able in basketball, spring softball, fall soft-
ball and co-ed volleyball.

The Killeen Parks and Recreation depart-
ment also coordinates events with other cit-
ies’ Parks and Recreation departments. Tem-
ple, Copperas Cove and Harker Heights have 
joined Killeen in co-hosting a 12-race series 
called the CenTex race Series.

Killeen hosted the Metroplex Silver Clas-
sic 5K on March 1, and will host the Celebrate 
Killeen 5K on April 25, the Caliente 10K on 
Aug. 22, the Turkey Trot 5K on Nov. 21, and 
the Jingle Bell Dash 5K on Dec. 5.

Heights hosts a trio of  the races while Tem-
ple and Cove each host two.

In addition to Lions Club Park, Killeen has 
18 other parks in the city limits. The city also 
has a pair of  swimming pools – Long Branch 
and Pershing.

Getting out to play in Killeen

Herald photo

Red-Hat Society Members Judy Davis, left, and Gerry Huck watch Sis Coleman and Bob Copeland 
square dance during the grand opening of the Kil leen Senior Center last year. The center is located  
at Lion’s Club Park on Stan Schlueter Loop.

Herald/STEVEN DOLL

Lance Dunagan, 4, takes his turn at trying to kick the ball during kick ball practice which is a league offered by the Harker Heights 
Parks and Recreation Department. The area parks and recreation departments offer activit ies for kids of all ages and interests 
ranging from skateboarding to bil l iards.

There’s so much to do if you know where to look



Killeen Daily Herald • www.kdhnews.com PROGRESS 2009: RECREATION DD7Sunday, March 29, 2009

By Justin Cox
Killeen Daily Herald

Lion’s Club Park will be the 
host spot of  one of  the most 
expansive water parks of  
its kind in Central Texas for 
this year’s July 4 celebration 
when it conducts its grand 
opening.

The aquatic center, which 
will have a maximum capac-
ity of  780 people, will have a 
2,180-square-foot bathhouse 
and a 10,360-square-foot mul-
tiuse pool. It also will have a 
25-meter lap pool (one-half  the 
size of  an Olympic pool, but 
the minimum regulation size 
for competitions), three water 
slides, a bowl slide and shade 
shelters. The center carries a 
$5.7 million price tag.

On March 23, 2008, a con-
tract was signed to bring the 
process to fruition. Engineers 
emphasized they came to the 
decisions based on visits with 
members of  the community 
development department.

The park was at the heart 
of  a debate late last year when 
six councilmen voted to award 
the contract to local developer 
Purser Construction.

Children 3 and younger will 
get in free. Admission for chil-
dren between 4 and 18 will be 
$4; the same price would ap-
ply for those 55 and older. Ev-
eryone else would pay $6.

Those numbers would ap-
ply to residents only.

Family passes would be 
available only to those want-

ing a pass for the entire sea-
son, with prices ranging from
$175 for residents to $250 for
non-residents.

Assistant City Manager
Glenn Morrison said of� cials
intend to check utility bills or
� nd some sort of  reliable ver-
i� cation of  residency.

Season passes would be
available at a cost of  $75 per
person, $50 for those younger
than 19 and older than 54.

“It’s going to happen (open-
ing of  the center) during the
summertime. We kind of  en-
vision a big weekend,” Mor-
rison said. “We’ll have a very
reduced rate. It’ll be almost
a small festival, like a wa-
ter festival, have vendors out
there. We’ll really have a nice
weekend.”

Morrison said Lion’s Club
Park Family Recreation Cen-
ter and Senior Center Com-
plex has settled in as one of
the area’s best facilities of  its
type.

Funded by $10.24 million
of  the $64 million capital
improvements program ap-
proved by Killeen voters in
2002, the 41,000-square-foot
Family Recreation Center
includes a double gymna-
sium, � tness center and in-
door walking/jogging track,
game room, classroom, child
development room and locker
rooms. The 14,000-square-
foot senior center includes a
kitchen and dining facility,
a ballroom, arts and crafts
rooms and a game room.

Phase 3 under way 
at Lion’s Club Park

By Mark W. Miller
Killeen Daily Herald

Coming off  a record-setting year of  
revenue, the Stonetree Golf  Club, owned 
and operated by the City of  Killeen, now 
� nds itself  battling economic and cli-
matic head winds in 2009.

The nation is gripped in an recession 
that already appears to be the worst since 
the early 1980’s and the area has been in 
a severe drought for the past year, but, so 
far, Stonetree is holding its own and more 
improvements are on the way.

Most notable is the development of  a 
learning center facility, where golfers 
will be able to get video swing analysis 
using cameras and computer technology 
to analyze their swing. That can then be 
used to get customized professional in-
struction. Also just added is a synthetic 
driving range area, which will allow golf-
ers to work on their game even during in-
clement weather.

Also beefed up is the course’s presence 
on the Internet. All kinds of  information 
about the course, including a periodic 
newsletter, can be found on the course 
Web site: golfkilleen.com. The site in-
cludes a virtual tour of  the entire course. 
Rates and upcoming events can also be 
checked on the site, and tee times can be 
booked as well.

Other recent improvements include a 
cleanup of  the native grass and plant ar-
eas, a fountain in the water hazard on the 
18th hole and tee box improvements. The 
addition of  a starter building will help 
improve the pace of  play during peak us-
age times.

Despite the challenges from Mother 

Nature, Stonetree General Manager Brad 
Baine said course conditions have im-
proved over the last year “due to our su-
perintendent really making an effort to 
provide the best product we can for our 
golfers.

“We made the emphasis on the greens 
and the putting surfaces to make sure 
they’re the best we can get them. Day-
in, day-out we feel like we’ve got the best 
greens around.”

Despite the economy, golfers are still 
turning out, but they’re not buying much 
new equipment.

“We have found that our rounds played 
and the golf  course revenue has been still 
very good in terms of  green fees and peo-
ple who play on an annual basis,” Baine 

said, “but our merchandise sales have 
been affected.

“But that’s typical. Many retailers are 
experiencing pretty substantial reduc-
tion in their gross sales. So our merchan-
dise is not as good as last year but our 
course utilzation green fees and carts and 
so forth has remained as high as last year, 
and last year was a record year.”

Baine said 49,000 rounds were 
played during the � scal year ending in 
September.

“The one thing that we really think our 
story is is that we’re a real good value 
for the dollar in terms of  golfers,” Baine 
said. “We kind of  like to say that we have 
a country club feel with a municipal golf  
course price.”

By Jason Chlapek
Killeen Daily Herald

FORT HOOD – Winter is 
not the best time of  the year 
for golf.

In spite of  all this, there 
is still plenty of  work going 
on at the Clear Creek Golf  
Course on Fort Hood.

The latest project for the 
course is a $1.5 million cart-
pass renovation, which is tak-
ing place for the 19th- through- 
27th holes on the course.

“The weather has not coop-
erated with our need to � n-
ish our construction,” said 
course manager Chuck Mc-
Thilamy, a retired Master Ser-
geant. “It was going well un-
til the rain hit, but we haven’t 
been that busy with all of  the 
deployments and re-deploy-
ments that have recently 
occurred.”

Clear Creek has been a 27-
hole course since 2000, but 
the back nine were not given 
the cart-pass maintenance 
originally.

The course hosts several 
tournaments and scrambles 
throughout the year, and the 
three largest are the Temple 
Ronald McDonald House, the 
Of� cers’ Wives’ Club and the 
Association of  the U.S. Army 
tournaments. Another big 
tournament, which will take 
place on April 27, is the Su-

san Komen Rally for the Cure, 
which promotes breast can-
cer awareness.

The Rally for the Cure 
started last year.

Although Clear Creek is 
on base, McThilamy said the 

course is open to the public.
“All we ask is that you go to 

the visitor’s gate and get a day 
pass,” he said. “After that, you 
can come on the course and 
shoot a few rounds.”

Green fees range from $12-

$18, while cart fees are $12.
Following the Rally for 

the Cure, Fort Hood intra-
mural golf  season begins in 
May, and the Ronald McDon-
ald fundraiser will take place 
that month as well.

Herald/STEVEN DOLL

Jeff Hoy knocks his ball onto Stonetree Golf Club’s No. 2 hole’s green while competing in the 2008 Killeen City Championship.

Stonetree looks to build on success

Construction puts hitch in Clear Creek’s plans

Herald/DAVID MORRIS

Jordan Payson lines up her next shot as her grandfather, Robert Kaeting, reaches for a 
ball on the putting green of Stonetree Golf Course.
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By Jason Chlapek
Killeen Daily Herald

FORT HOOD – Competition 
isn’t reserved just for profes-
sional, collegiate or high 
school athletes.

Soldiers are among those 
who love competition, and 
Fort Hood has plenty of  sports 
for their soldiers — and those 
from other bases — to com-
pete in. From special events 
like combative tournaments 
to monthly 5K runs, there are 
plenty of  things to get compet-
itive in.

Just earlier this month, Fort 
Hood hosted the Smoker box-

ing tournament in which sol-
diers from other posts com-
peted in as well. The Smoker 
took place March 2-5 at the 
Abrams Fitness Center.

Last month, basketball en-
thusiasts were treated to the 
Black History Month tourna-
ment, which took place Feb. 
16-21, at Abrams. The double-
elimination tournament fea-
tured teams made up exclu-
sively of  Fort Hood soldiers.

The combative mixed mar-
tial arts tournament took place 
in November, and featured sol-
diers from six different posts, 
including Fort Hood. Abrams 
hosted the event, which fea-

tured many forms of  Brazil-
ian Jiu-Jitzu.

There also was a triathlon in 
September and the Army 10-
Miler, which takes place in Oc-
tober in Washington, D.C. Sol-
diers from across the country 
participate in the 10-Miler.

Fort Hood also is putting to-
gether the Great Place Amaz-
ing Race series, which will 
feature running, hiking and 
cycling.

According to spokesman 
Koy Hicks, the individual 
programs on post put these 
events together, but it is up to 
the unit’s public affairs of� ce 
to market them.

By Kevin Posival
Killeen Daily Herald

Boasting two IMCA na-
tional champions and a re-
gional rookie of  the year in 
2008, Killeen’s Texas Thun-
der Speedway is as entertain-
ing from the stands as it is 
competitive around the quar-
ter-mile, semi-banked dirt 
track located west of  State 

Highway 195 and Stan Schlu-
eter Loop.

Texas Thunder is a place 
where drivers are part of  the 
pit crew and most began as 
fans in the stands. Current 
fans have access to both ei-
ther in the stands or in the 
pits after the races every Sat-
urday night from March to 
September.

Texas Thunder races six 

classes, including three sanc-
tioned by the IMCA: Modi-
� ed, I-Stock and Southern 
SportsMod.

Keith White won his third 
International Motor Contest 
Association (IMCA) South-
ern SportsMod national 
championship in the divi-
sion’s four-year history and 
began the 2008 season by 
beating the then-reigning na-

tional champ, Jeff  Turner, in 
the season-opener at TTS.

Kempner’s P.J. Egbert won 
his � rst IMCA Modi� eds na-
tional title in 2008 and Benji 
Kirkpatrick, who won the 
Texas Thunder I-Stock track 
championship in 2007, won 
the Modi� eds regional rookie 
of  the year in 2008.

In addition to the three 
IMCA classes, Texas Thun-

der also hosts Street Stocks, 
Texas Thunder and teen 
Mini-Stocks classes as well 
as specialty events such as 
demolition derbies and pow-
der puff  races throughout 
the season.

Gates open at 6 p.m., heat 
races begin at 8 p.m. with fea-
ture races following a brief  
intermission.

Ticket prices range from $3 

for children ages 6 to 12 to $10
for adults. Children younger
than 6 get in free.

Pit passes are $25 and mil-
itary discounts are available
at the Fort Hood ITR of� ce.

Season tickets and group
rates are also available at dis-
counted rate.

For more information, call
628-2888 or go online at www.
texasthunder.com.

It’s always revving at Texas Thunder Speedway

The competition is high on post

Herald/DAVID MORRIS

Soldiers trade punches during the opening day round of the III Corps Boxing Smoker on March 2. 

By Jason Chlapek
Killeen Daily Herald

FORT HOOD — Soldiers are physically 
active people.

All the physical training — or PT — they 
put in attests to that statement.

For some, PT is enough to satisfy a sol-
dier’s physical activity. But for those who 
like to compete or do more than just the req-
uisite amount of  PT, there are intramural 
and recreational activities.

From � ag football to water polo, there are 
plenty of  intramural sports in which  sol-
diers on post can participate.

Basketball season is wrapping up this 
month, and has been going on since Novem-
ber. Last month, basketball league play took 
time off  as troops participated in the Black 
History Month tournament Feb. 16-21.

In April, soccer and softball seasons start, 
and go through July. Water polo and power-

lifting seasons start in June and go through
August.

What’s September like without football?
Well, Fort Hood does not offer a traditional
full-contact tackle football league.

Instead, Fort Hood has a � ag football
league, which goes from September through
November. Volleyball also occurs during
these months.

There’s also golf, which takes place year-
round with periodic tournaments, and 5K
runs, which take place monthly.

“Intramurals are optional,” said Fort
Hood spokesman Koy Hicks. “Everyone
does the PT, but you have the option of  par-
ticipating in intramural activities.”

Mixed martial arts and wrestling
also are activities in which soldiers can
participate.

With so much physical activity out there,
it isn’t dif� cult for soldiers to stay physi-
cally active.

Intramural, recreational 
sports keep soldiers active

By Jason Chlapek
Killeen Daily Herald

BELL COUNTY — There’s 
nothing like the great 
outdoors.

And in Bell County, the 
Belton Lake Outdoor Recre-
ation Area — also known as 
BLORA — is the perfect place 
for the outdoorsy types.

From a water park to hik-
ing, BLORA has a little some-
thing for everyone.

“There’s a ton of  stuff  at 
BLORA,” said Fort Hood 
spokesman Koy Hicks. “A 
lot of  different activities for 
adults and kids.”

With Easter coming up 
soon, BLORA is conducting 
a � ashlight egg hunt for area 
youth on April 9. Approxi-
mately 5,000 youth are pro-
jected to participate in the 
egg hunt, which takes place 
on the Thursday prior to Eas-
ter Sunday.

The of� cial start of  the sum-
mer season kicks off  with Wa-
terfest in June. Waterfest fea-
tures water slides, a water 
park, jet skis and various wa-
ter activities.

Even in winter, BLORA has 
activities for all as the Nature 
of  Lights starts in November 
and concludes in January. 

‘Ton of 
stuff ’ at 
BLORA


