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Making Progress

Recapping the growth
and accomplishment
of Central Texas, is an
annual publication of the
Killeen Daily Herald that
focuses the developments
of the last year in the
communities the paper
serves.

This year’s 88-
page edition includes
news, information and
advertisements that
highlight the strides
made in Killeen and our
neighboring communities
of Harker Heights, Fort
Hood, Copperas Cove,
Belton, Nolanville,
Florence, Salado,
Kempner, Gatesville and
Lampasas.

In addition to business
gains, this year’s progress
also features news from
the areas of education,
medical and local real
estate.

The content for this
Progress edition was
created by the editorial
staff and advertisement
departments of the Killeen
Daily Herald.

News department

Dave Miller, Olga Pefia,
M. Clare Haefner, Amanda
Kim Stairrett, luliana Petre,
Don Bolding, Justin Cox,
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LaFlure, David Morris,
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Rawson, Sean Lamphere,
Debbie Moore, Ruth
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Mark Miller, Evan Mohl,
Kevin Posival, Jason
Chlapek, Corey Johnson.

Advertising

Angela Austin, Amanda
Adams, Wendy Ely, Dale
Culver, Rachel Hunley,
Anthony Edwards,
Christina Hill, Stacie Perez,
Glenda Del Rosario, Darrel
Riley, Torre Burley, Tracy
Stoker, Paul Kallinger,
Tamika Galmore, Beverly
McNair, Ashlee Alexandre,
Tiffany Muller, Alana Allen,
Sandra Santiago-Green.

Graphics

Judy Boldra, Krista
Kasper, Bailie Duncan,
Carol Vance, Randy
Calderon, Renee Boone.

And special thanks also
goes out to the production,
press and mail room
staff members for seeing
the project through to
completion.
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Area still seeing business grow

By Don Bolding
Killeen Daily Herald

The national recession be-
gan to affect Central Texas to-
ward the end of the year, but
the area is always insulated
to a great extent by the steady
Fort Hood payrolls and the
regularity of government con-
tracts to civilian Prms. There-
fore, the size of deployments
has more effect on the vigor
of business activity than the
areaOs economic ties to Texas
and the rest of the nation.

Fort Hood just welcomed
back the 4th Infantry DivisionOs
1st Brigade Combat Team and
Special Troops Battalion. In
December, the 1st Cavalry Di-
vision started a brigade-by-
brigade exodus back to Iraq
starting with the 3rd Brigade
Combat Team. A slew of other
Fort Hood units are expected
to return this summer, while
the 4th InfantryOs remaining
Fort Hood units will relocate
to Fort Carson, Colo.

Harker Heights

With the advent of Mar-
ket Heights, sales activity in
Harker Heights is up more than
40 percent since last year, mir-
roring a jump previously seen
when Wal-Mart opened its store
there in 2006. Membership in
the Harker Heights Chamber
of Commerce grew by about
175, nearing the 1,000 mark.

The chamber is planning a
wine tasting event in Septem-
ber and is looking forward to
participating in a weekend-
long Memorial Day festival.
The chamber is also planning
its Prst Business Bonanza in
April, a business showcase
at the Harker Heights Events
Center with a catered barbe-
cue meal and live music.

Market Heights, developed
by Direct Development in Aus-
tin, was located at the north-
east corner of the intersection

ofbcials at the Greater Killeen
Chamber of Commerce March
20 that the company plans to
sign closing papers on the old
Target location at 2500 E. Cen-
tral Texas Expressway by the
end of March.

The city also saw industrial
growth after the establish-
ment of Oshkosh Truck Corp.
in the Killeen Industrial Park,
which is nearly at capacity

Those gains, along with sev-
eral smaller stores opening
and/or expanding in the area
are bringing steady growth to
the city.

Nolanville

NolanvilleOs city council
passed a resolution that the
city has more than 5,000 peo-
ple now, with new houses,

The Wal-Mart Supercenter was one of theofestibigiarker Heights. In the past ygajui

Herald photdoth duplexes and single-fam-

ily dwellings, on the north side
d the upscale Bella

been joined by the Market Hei(I;hts retailicke mie gt many big stores to the city,&%Ra%velopment south of
|

ing its sales-tax base and fue

ng growth.

of U.S. 190 and Farm Road 2410 have steadily been building

because that was the only par-
cel of land big enough for the
concept of an outdoor regional
shopping center. The Cine-
mark entertainment center

was the Prst facility to open,
followed quickly by the anchor-

ing Target that moved into a

space 42,000 square feet larger

than the one it left in Killeen,
a Family Dollar and a Circuit
City The Circuit City has since
closed along with the rest of
the nationwide chain, but the
center continues building out.
It has three banks, a wide va-
riety of restaurants, sport-
ing goods, fashion and beauty;
and jewelry stores along with
a Barnes & Noble, the biggest
bookstore in Bell County.

The center, which also has
a potential for a second phase
of development, is responsible

for most of the cityOs business

growth, but individuals, part-
nerships and small companies

shells which they then Pll up
with four or Pve tenants along
Farm-to-Market 2410 from U.S.
190 southeast as far as Harker
Heights High School. The
southernmost point at the mo-
ment is Heritage Park, which
also is still growing. The Shops
at Modoc grew up to the west
of the landmark Extraco Bank
building west of 2410, and
new businesses still squeeze
in along Commercial Drive
east of Wal-Mart and the area
around City Hall. A four-story

hotel is planned near where
Union State Bank is about to
build a two-story facility across
2410 from Extraco. Other busi-
nesses continue to go in along
Indian Trail, east of 2410.

Killeen

Killeen lost a big retailer in
Target when it moved to Mar-
ket Heights, but the empty

space should soon be Plled by

Academy Sports and Outdoors.
Consultants working for the
Katy-based store said through

U.S. 190. The city, about half-
way between the population
centers of eastern and west-
ern Bell County, will vote on
raising its sales tax to fund
street projects and economic
development in May:

Also scheduled for a May
vote is legalized sale of alco-
holic beverages, including
mixed drinks, which would
encourage development of
restaurants as well as retail
outlets.

Interim city administrator
Jeff Looney said the city bud-
get has increased about 6 per-
cent over the year.
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Sales start sliding at end of ye

, Central Texas
Isolated from
€conomic Woes
plaguing country

By Don Bolding
Killeen Daily Herald

In many ways, Central
Texas is an economic island
in the ocean of the rest of the
country — a mountaintop on
a greater island, if you con-
sider that the Texas economy
is generally better than the
rest of the nation because of
its friendly business climate.

But the cities and counties
around Fort Hood always see
the effects of a regular num-
ber of military paychecks and,
increasingly, the checks of re-
tirees. Some households have
four paychecks when a mil-
itary retiree and his or her
spouse have had rst careers
and both start second careers.

Only recently has the area
started to feel the trickle-down
effects of the national reces-
sion. No one knows how all
that will iron out yet, but the
area was strong enough to
draw the major retail devel-
opment of Market Heights,
which continues to boost the
economy of the area, and
the few businesses that have
closed have mostly been local
branches of national chains
that shut down all at once.

The best indicator of the
health of local commerce is the
sales tax rebate that counties,
all incorporated cities and spe-
cial-purpose taxing districts get
in the month after merchants
send sales tax revenue to the
state comptroller. They collect
taxes all during January; for ex-
ample, and send them in Feb-
ruary, and the comptroller re-
turns a portion as a rebate, or
“allocation,” in March.

The rebates are not mirror
re ections of a month’s activ-
ity because some merchants

Herald photo

ber receipts, while Cove was
up 15.21 percent and Killeen
2.61 percent. Of cials believed
that Cove residents were shop-
ping more at home than they
usually did because of high
fuel prices, which might have
contributed to the lackluster
performance in Killeen, which
also was to lose Target and Cir-
cuit City to Market Heights.

By September, the shock of
the deepening recession was
beginning to be felt. Killeen
was down 2.7 percent in No-
vember. Income levels hadn't
skidded that much, but
Greater Killeen Chamber of
Commerce President John
Crutchfield theorized that
people were holding onto their
pocketbooks after they opened
their 401(k) statements and got
sticker shock, and the nation
was facing a landmark election
after a long, hard campaign.
Harker Heights had been up
38.99 percent in September but
saw only a 33.10 percentrise in
both October and November.
Cove was down to a 3.27 per-
cent rise after showing an Oc-
tober increase of 6.29 percent.
Since 2009 has started, com-

The stores in Market Heights have broughsahresd@aga@venues to Harker Heights saiceghieratpened last spbihngd payments in January

Most cities and counties in the area have shown inc reases most of the year,
with some dips into the negative side in the past f ew months.

send taxes quarterly or annu-
ally and sometimes there are
administrative corrections.
Neither can local of cials al-
ways explain a surge or drop,
and unless a change is sud-
denly drastic or sustained over
a long period, they may not
spend a lot of time looking for
causes, preferring to fold each
month’s activity into long-
term trends and look at how
receipts meet projections.
Forexample, Market Heights,
a part of Harker Heights, to-
gether with other develop-
ment along Farm-to-Market
2410, has produced a major
sustained increase this year
over 2007 gures that will pro-
duce a new “normal” in future

years. New developments that
Copperas Cove and Killeen are
about to see will produce the
same effects there, although
the increase in Killeen will be
amuch smaller percentage be-
cause Killeen is many times
the size of its neighbors.

Most cities and counties in
the area have shown increases
most of the year, with some
dips into the negative side in
the past few months. The na-
tional recession has acted like
a blanket holding all the places
down with equal weight, so
that all increases are a little
less than they would be oth-
erwise, and dips into the red
are a little worse in about the
same proportion.

If Cove got a 10 percent in-
crease and Heights got 24 per-
cent, then Cove would have
gotten 12 percent and Heights
26 if it hadn’t been for the re-
cession. But the bottom hasn’t
dropped out anywhere.

As the year started, with
checks in March reflecting
January sales, double-digit in-
creases over the same period
the previous year were com-
mon due to the return of a lot
of soldiers from deployment,
good weather in January and
good growth in general. Texas
showed a growth of 9.9 percent.
Killeen went up 13.79 percent,

Cove wentup 12.22 percent and
Heights 15.39 percent.

Even before the opening
of Market Heights, Harker
Heights typically showed the
greatest percentage in growth
because of rapid retail devel-
opment. Heights had the great-
estamount of open space to de-
velop, and civic leaders were
encouraging it. In August, it
was up 14.97 percent from the
same period the previous year,
while Killeen grew 5.82 per-
cent and Cove 9.89 percent.

Market Heights started tak-
ing off in July, and Heights saw
a 38.99 percent rise in Septem-

and February for the last two
months in 2008 have been
down 10.88 percent for Killeen
and 0.89 percent for Cove. The
combined total for all cities
in Bell County is 3.89 percent
less than the comparable pe-
riod last year and 0.66 less for
all cities in Coryell County.
With Market Heights lling
up, Harker Heights showed an
increase of 42.52 percent.

But the local economies may
not be ailing as much as people
are beginning to economize as

nancial counselors and bank-
ers have been advising. To the
extent they keep it up, they may
bring a new kind of stability

Contact Don Bolding at
dbolding@kdhnews.com or
(254) 501-7557.
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Chamber works to bring growth to Killeen

By Gerald Skidmore
Special to the Daily Herald

Oshkosh Corporation, manu-
facturer of heavy-duty trucks and
equipment, is growing steadily in
the Killeen Business Park, and the
Prm has plans for expanding its
Killeen operation even further.

Assistance in locating the Osh-
kosh plant here and working with
the company on its plans for future
expansion was one of 26 projects
handled by the Economic Develop-
ment Division of the Greater Killeen
Chamber of Commerce during the
past year.

Since its formal opening in Au-
gust of 2008, OshkoshOs labor force
has grown to more than 50 employ-
ees. These employees are manufac-
turing cabs for the Heavy Expanded
Mobility Tactical Truck (HEMTT),
the backbone of the U.S. ArmyOs lo-
gistics Reet.

In addition to its role as a major
defense contractor and builder of
Army equipment, Oshkosh also
manufactures a broad range of spe-
cialty access equipment, commer-
cial, bre and emergency vehicles
and vehicle bodies.

Oshkosh purchased the former lo-
cation of Oakwood Homes, a 230,000-
square-foot building, for the manu-
facturing operation here.

Another major project, the estab-
lishment of Texas A&M University-
Central Texas, has also occupied
much of economic development
time and now appears to be near
reality:

Tarleton State University-Central
Texas passed 1,000-student-equiva-
lent status during the spring enroll-

Heral STEVEN |

Tarleton State University-Central Texas,GledBCre®k Road in Killeen, is becomingfameehelxas A&M University System. It fee
graduate and graduate courses.

ment, clearing the way for establish-
ing a stand-alone, upper-level Texas
A&M-Central Texas.

In addition to Oshkosh and Texas
A&M, the chamber has been work-
ing closely with a company that is
planning a mixed-use development
in Killeen. This development, lo-
cated on FM 2410, will include ofbce,

retail and residential components.

OThe development of Oshkosh in
our business park is signibcant be-
cause it represents our communi-
tyOs re-entry into manufacturing,0
John Crutchpbeld, president of the
Greater Killeen Chamber of Com-
merce, commented.

He added: OWhile that is impor-

tant, it is not the whole story. The
big picture is that our community is
unique and fortunate in that, despite
these challenging economic times,
we have a great many initiatives un-
der way that will provide economic
growth, and, more importantly, cre-
ate positive change for generations
to come.

OThese initiatives, including
TAMU-CT, Darnall Army Medi-
cal Center, a second runway at the
airport to name a few, are interre-
lated and will provide synergistic
benebts for years to come.O

The chamber continues to work
with consultants specializing in
industrial, ofbce and retail de-

velopments and through targeted
conferences and trade shows.

The chamber®s marketing and
recruiting efforts are focused
on bve areas: military defense,
health care and bioscience, in-
formation technology, business
services and transportation and
logistics.

MAJOR EMPLOYERS IN KILLEEN AREA AS OF JULY 2008

1 - 111 Corps & Fort Hood — 55,000 employees — government

2 — Killeen ISD - 6,000 employees— school

3 — Civilian Personnel Of ce — 3,187 employees — government

4 — Central Texas College — 1,360 employees — education

5 — Metroplex Health System — 1,300 employees — hospital

6 — Fort Hood Exchange — 1,218 employees — retail

7 — City of Killeen — 1,100 employees — Government

8 — Westar Aerospace & Defense Group, Inc — 1,050 employees—
Defense Contractor

9 — First National Bank — 1,000 employees— Bank

10 — Science Applications International Corp. — 1,000 employees —
Defense Contractor

11 - Sallie Mae — 936 employees — Student Loan Svc.

12 — Killeen Mall — 800 employees — Retail

13 — Wal-Mart — 650 employees — Retail

14 — L-3 Communications Vertex Aerospace — 600 employees — Defense
Contractor

15 — APT-LLC — 560 employees — Defense Contractor

16 — ESP Incorporated — 510 employees — Defense Contractor

17 — Convergys Corporation — 500 employees — Call Center

18 — First Community Services — 500 employees — Baking - Back Of ce

19 — Army & Air Force Exchange Service — 375 employees — Retail

20 — Project OLR — AMCOM - 292 employees — Defense Contractor

21 — HEB Food Store #581 (Trimmier Road) — 275 employees
— Grocery

22 — Camber Corporation — 270 employees — Engineering/Survey

23 — Fort Hood National Bank — 250 employees — Bank

24 — Blackhawk Management Corporation — 250 employees — Defense
Contractor

25 — System Studies & Simulation, Inc. — 245 employees — Defense
Contractor

26 — Killeen Fire Department — 223 employees — Public Service

27 — Indian Oaks Living Center — 210 employees — Nursing Home

28 — Automax — 200 employees — Auto

29 — HEB Food Store (Indian Trail) — 200 employees — Grocery
30 — Management and Training Consultants Inc. — 200 employees —

Defense Contractor
31 — Mickey’s Convenience Food Stores — 200 employees — Gas & Food

32 — Lowe’s of Killeen — 191 employees — Retail

33 — City of Harker Heights — 189 employees — government

34 — Killeen Police Department — 180 employees — Public Service
35 — Killeen Post Of ce — 180 employees — government

36 — Constructors & Associates Inc. — 175 employees — Defense

Contractor

37 — Olive Garden — 160 employees — Restaurant

38 — Killeen Daily Herald — 150 employees — Media

39 — Sears, Roebuck & Co. — 150 employees — Retalil

40 — Chili's Grill & Bar — 145 employees — Restaurant

41 — EG & G Technical Services — 128 employees — Defense Contractor
42 — Dillard’s — 120 employees — Retail

43 — Red Lobster Restaurant — 120 employees — Restaurant

44 — Home Depot — 110 employees — Retail

45 — JC Penny Co. — 110 employees — Retail

46 — The Rosewood — 105 employees — Nursing Home

47 — Texas Road House — 104 employees — Restaurant

48 — Tarleton State University-Central Texas — 100 employees — School
49 — Time Warner Cable — 96 employees — Utilities

50 — T.G.I. Friday’'s — 92 employees — Restaurant

51 — Cleo Bay Honda — 90 employees — Auto

52 — KWTX-Channel 10 — 90 employees — Media

53 — Dennis Eakin Mazda-Jeep-Kia — 89 employees — Automotive

54 — Ryan'’s Family Steakhouse — 87 employees — Restaurant

55 — Boston’s The Gourmet Pizza — 85 employees — Restaurant

56 — Dodge Country Jeep Chrysler — 85 employees — Automotive

57 — First Texas Bank — 85 employees — Bank

58 — Patriot Pontiac*GMC*Buick*Olds* — 81 employees — Automotive
59 — Sedona Staf ng Services — 80 employees — Employment

60 — Zip Cleaners — 80 employees — Dry Cleaners

61 — Longhorn Regional Service Center — 80 employees — Defense
Contractor
62 — Plaza Hotel — 78 employees — Hotel
63 — Hooters — 75 employees — Restaurant
64 — KCEN-TV Channel 6 — 75 employees — Media
65 — K-Mart — 75 employees — Retail
66 — Oncor — 75 employees — Utilities
67 — Communities In Schools — 70 employees — Nonpro t
68 — International House of Pancakes — 70 employees — Restaurant
69 — Johnson Controls World Services — 70 employees — Defense
Contractor
70 — Outback Steakhouse of Florida, Inc. — 65 employees — Restaurant
71 — Rosewood Retirement Community, The — 65 employees — Nursing
Home
72 — Shelton & Shelton Plumbing, LP — 65 employees — Plumbing
73 — Best Buy — 63 employees — Retail
74 — Advanced Electrical Systems — 60 employees — Contractor
75 — Applebee’s Neighborhood Grill & Bar — 60 employees — Restaurant
76 — Central Texas Workforce Center — 60 employees — Employment
77 — Advanced Electrical Systems — 60 employees — Defense Contractor
78 — Scott & White Clinic — 59 employees — Hospital
79 — Hill Country Transit District — 56 employees — Transportation
80 — Education Connection — 55 employees — Child Care
81 — KXXV News - Channel 25 — 53 employees — Media
82 — Texas Partners Federal Credit Union — 53 employees — Bank
83 — Connell Chevrolet-Chrysler/Plymouth — 50 employees — Automotive
84 — Fort Hood Catering & Conference Center — 50 employees

— Restaurant

85 — HEB Food Store (Gray Street) — 50 employees — Grocery
86 — Huckabee & Associates Inc. — 50 employees — Architects
87 — Medical Of ce Management — 50 employees — Data Processing
88 — Pepsi Cola South — 50 employees — Distributors
89 — TXU — 30 employees — Utilities
Source: Greater Killeen Chamber of Commerce
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Industrial foundation scores big with Oshkosh

By Don Bolding
Killeen Daily Herald

With the establishment of
Oshkosh Truck Corp. in the
space formerly occupied by
an Oakwood Homes manu-
facturing facility and the sale
of about 16 acres in two par-
cels to a local developer, the
Killeen Industrial Park has
nearly reached capacity, ac-
cording to Greater Killeen
Chamber of Commerce pres-
ident John Crutchpeld.

Oshkosh has an option on
another 50 acres for future ex-
pansion. The company held a
grand opening in August for
the 230,000-square-foot facility
and started production slowly;
planning to expand as it gets
contracts.

The Wisconsin-based ex-
treme-terrain vehicle manu-
facturer expects to work with
the Army as well as civilian

The Killeen Industrial Foundation offers a number o

customers, with two service
centers in Houston and one
in Dallas. The Austin-based
Longhorn International, an-

other relative newcomer in

the park, provides after-mar-
ket services for Oshkosh.

At the grand opening, Osh-
kosh ofbcials signed a mem-
orandum of understanding
with the Army Recruiting
Command on behalf of the
Department of Defense Part-
nership for Youth Success
to give an employment edge
to qualibed soldiers exiting
Army service. At the begin-
ning of their enlistments,
soldiers in the program reg-
ister with particular compa-
nies and acquire needed skills
for employment and licensing
during their service.

The Oshkosh and Long-
horn plants join various call
centers, transfer and storage
companies and manufactur-
ing Prms including Sallie Mae
Servicing Corp., Pepsi-Cola,
Raytheon, First Convenience
Bank, Convergys, North
American Moving, Ferguson
Enterprises, Martin Marietta
and Raytheon.

The Killeen Industrial
Foundation offers a number
of incentives to companies
that hold the potential for cre-
ating large numbers of jobs
including tax abatements, dis-
counted land and cash pay-
ments. It was instrumental in
securing land for the Shilo Inn
next door to the Killeen Civic
and Conference Center.

The industrial foundation

f incentives to companies that hold the potential
for creating large numbers of jobs including tax ab  atements, discounted land and cash payments.

is considering future options
for new enterprises, including
the State Highway 195 corri-
dor (Fort Hood Street) going
south. The intersection of
195 and State Highway 201 is

where political and economic
leaders hope Texas A&M Uni-
versity-Central Texas will be
established with its potential
for high-tech and bioscience
enterprises in cooperation

with the Army and local med-
ical research facilities.

Commercial development
is building slowly in the area
along with homebuilding, but
a great deal of land is still
available. And the nearby
Killeen-Fort Hood Regional
Airport is trying to grow into
its potential.
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Business booming in Market Helights

By Mason W. Canales

Killeen Daily Herald

HARKER HEIGHTS — New
businesses have been opening
their doors to city and Killeen-
area residents throughout
the past year in the city. Mar-
ket Heights, which opened in
2008, is the largest single loca-
tion for those businesses to be
located.

“We have probably doubled
the amount of businesses in
Harker Heights over the last
year,” said Bill Kozlik, Harker
Heights Chamber of Com-
merce president.

Market Heights is a shop-
ping destination for Harker
Heights and the surrounding
communities because it has
anchor stores that other com-
munities don’t have, such as
Barnes and Noble, said City
Manager Steve Carpenter.

The rst thing that opened
in the Market Heights shop-
ping center was a Cinemark
Theater, followed by Family
Dollar, a Target and Circuit
City.

While the Circuit City has
closed because of the na-
tional chain’s collapse, Mar-
ket Heights is still seeing lots
of build-outs in its space, said
Krista Dabney, Direct Devel-
opment brokerage services
director.

“It (leasing space) is going
well,” Dabney said. “We have
a prominent prospect for cir-
cuit city building...”

In recent months, Market
Heights has seen the open-
ing of new restaurants such
as Genghis Grill and Chick-

I-A, and new retailers such
as Firestone and James Avery
Jewelry

Dabney said businesses that
residents should look forward

Herald phi

Market Heights has brought new businessdightarkarcd it opened in May. It includewesfadsgaurants, banks and a movie theater.

to are Ecoblue Spa and Salon,
Federal Credit Union, and
Five Guys Hamburgers.

Direct Development, the de-
veloper of Market Heights,
does have a phase two plan
where more buildings can be
put in the center, but that is
not a priority of the company,
Dabney said.

“Itis our job and our hope to
have it fully leased as soon as
possible, but when it comes to
atime frame it is hard to say;”
Dabney said.

Other areas of town such as
Knight's Way and Indian Trail

have also seen their fair share
of business growth as well,
Carpenter said.

“We still have permits com-
ing in over there (Market
Heights) and in other areas
of the city” Carpenter said.
“... | would expect consistent
opening of different types of
businesses.”

Several strip centers have
opened on Knight's Way as
well as some free-standing
business, while strip centers
like Texas Heritage Park are
seeing the rest of their space
become full, Kozlik said.

“There are several locations
that are either being built or
built that people can move
into,” Kozlik said.

Kozlik and Carpenter both
believe the business growth
in Harker Heights will con-
tinue to expand in the up com-

ing years, but it may not be as
much as had been expected

Continued , Page AA
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because of the national eco-
nomic downturn, they said.

“I think we are going to see
a little of slower trend,” Koz-
lik said. “I think it will be fa-
vorable because we are not re-
ally in depressed area at all, as

far as our state, and | think we
have held our own market.”
Harker Heights has been pro-
moting the business growth of
the city by providing support

to those who develop, he said.

There is also marketing via
directly talking with develop-

ers to come to Bell County; be-

cause of its population and di-
verse demographics.

“When we are doing things
like that we are really sell-
ing the area,” Carpenter said.
“The key is to get them to
come here to Bell County, and
once they want that, we show
them that we have a couple of

* Checking
* Savings
* CD & IRAs

* Commercial Loans
* Consumer Loans
* VA & FHA Loans

 Conventional Home Loans
* On-Line Banking
* Bill Pay

pieces of property that would

make good developments.”
Harker Heights Sales Tax

revenues have been drasti-

The first thing that opened in the

Market Heights shopping center wa
Cinemark Theater in May, followed
Family Dollar, a Target and Circuit

While the Circuit City has closed b
of the national chain’s collapse, Mé
Heights is still seeing lots of build-
in its space, said Krista Dabney, Di
Development brokerage services d

In recent months, Market Heights h
opening of new restaurants such a:
Grill and Chick-fil-A, and new retail
as Firestone and James Avery Jew

Other stores include Old NavE, Bed
Beyond, Ulta, Barnes and Noble an

Herald photos by David Morris

“The key is to get them to
come here to Bell County,
and once they want that, we
show them that we have a
couple of pieces of property
that would make good
developments.”

Steve Carpenter, Harker Heights ¢

cally increasing since the

opening of businesses in Mar-

ket Heights, Carpenter said.
“For January and February

of this year we (Harker Heights)
are up 43 percent, that means
that people are coming here to
this area,” Carpenter said.
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Lots of growth

In Harker Helights

Signs of construction are still
around Harker Heights as new
shopping centers are springing up.

Market Heights added many
stores this year, including a Barnes
and Noble book store.

Shopping strips are also popping
up along Knight's Way; including
Knights Crossing and Royal Plaza.

The forecast for 2009 calls for
more growth, although at a slower
pace than in 2008.

Herald staff photos
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Harker Heights to make the most of its growth

By Mason W. Canales
Killeen Daily Herald

HARKER HEIGHTS — The
city is looking ahead with
projects to better the quality
of life for its residents and fu-
ture residents.

“We have a very active capi-
tal improvement program that
includes a number projects,”
said Steve Carpenter, Harker
Heights city manager. “The in-
tent of that program is to put
the infrastructure into place
for the city”

That infrastructure comes
in many forms, from water-
lines to parks and roadways,
Carpenter said.

Currently the city is work-
ing on a number of projects
that will expand and better its
infrastructure and looking at
others to start in the near fu-
ture, Carpenter said.

The current water projects
include placing a looping wa-
terline into an annexed area

and the cane eld donated by
the Goode family off of Amy
Lane.

“There always seems to be
another projects to take their
place,” Carpenter said. “We
would like to get as many as
we can because of the good
prices we're getting.”

Several of the cities proj-
ects have come under bud-
geted cost, which could allow
for more capital improve-
ments to be done. The proj-
ects are all based upon res-
ident committees that have
created items such as Explor-
ing New Heights Il, which the
staff uses as a guide line, Car-
penter said.

They also are geared toward
Harker Heights reaching its
build-out population and be-
coming an attractive commu-
nity before and after it reaches
that residential count.

“Itis all geared towards try-
ing to improve the quality of
life here in the city, whether

and extending water lines
down other streets in the an-
nex area; over sizing the line
along Indian Trail; and plac-
ing a 1.5 million-gallon water

clude redoing Indian Trail
from Osage Trace to Farm-

As projects like the library
and the athletic complex come

the new animal shelter and re-
structuring its pump station

Heral@ATRINA RAWSPN in the commercial areas

A new athletic complex continues to expandeghiarkehe city also plans to build alrsheléavirttds year.

Other projects the city is
hoping to start this year in-

or residential areas,” Carpen-
ter said.

Contact Mason W. Canales

clude items like the land de-
velopment of Purser Park

off Veterans Memorial Boule-
vard, Carpenter said.

tank at the end of Arrow Head
Drive. The streets projects in-

at mcanales@kdhnews.com or
(254) 501-7554.

to-Market 2410, and redoing
parts of Harley Drive.

to a close, the city hopes to
break ground on projects like

Copperas Cove works on infrastructure improvements

By Alicia Lacy
Killeen Daily Herald

The Copperas Cove community
has been buzzing with the recent
proposed developments taking place
in the city While Copperas Cove is
developing economically, the city
has been working on maintaining
and improving its infrastructure.

In the Nov. 4 election, Cove voters
passed Propositions 3 and 4 for the

use of city funds to revamp sewer
systems and roads.

Proposition 3 is a $7.9 million street
improvement package. The package
includes costs for the Southeast by-
pass that will connect U.S. Highway
190 and Farm-to-Market 2657, the
Northeast bypass that will connect
U.S. 190 and Farm-to-Market 116 and
improvements to Lutheran Church
Road that will increase its width to
40 feet with a third turn lane and a

two-foot curb and gutter.

Proposition 4 is for a $5.13 mil-
lion water and sewer system expan-
sion. Costs associated with Propo-
sition 4 will include an acquisition
of land to extend and improve the
city's water and sewer system and
infrastructure improvements that
includes water lines, sewer liens and
a lift station.

In the past year, there has been
construction of about one mile of

road connecting Big Divide Road to
U.S. 190 and the completion of a side-
walk on Farm-to-Market 1113.
Summers Road reconstruction
began in January. The project will
widen the road from FM 1113 to Lu-
theran Church Road from 18 feet to
40 feet and make curb, gutter and cul-
vert improvements. The construc-
tion on Summers Road is expected to
take seven months to complete.
Construction has begun for

Grimes Crossing to remove the sub-
standard pavement section and pro-
vide a full 24-foot pavement width.
Resurfacing for the project was com-
pleted in December.

Future projects for the city’s in-
frastructure improvements include
water line upgrades, Long Moun-
tain and Taylor Mountain tank re-
habilitations, Mesa Verde | and I
water improvements and the Valley
at Great Hills water project.
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Workforce center helps people Pnd |

By Linda Angel
Special to the Daily Herald

In all our actions and decisions,
Workforce Solutions of Central Texas
values customer focus, accountabil-
ity quality, teamwork and integrity.

Central Texas Workforce received
the state’s 2006 Industry Sector Out-
reach Award for its work supporting
Fort Hood contractors’ employment
needs, which included a monetary
award of $50,000. The organization
also received the national Rural One
Stop Center Award from the National
Workforce Association.

CTW assists all youth and adult
jobseekers, including veterans, dis-
located workers, individuals transi-
tioning from public assistance, and
civil service workers who have been
laid off at Fort Hood. Perhaps its
best-known program, Jobs for Mil-
itary Families, is a concentrated
effort to help Fort Hood's military
spouses nd local employment, thus
adding to their income and stabiliz-
ing families in the community.

CTW, with a agship center in
Killeen, has two workforce centers in
Temple and one each in Lampasas,
Cameron, Copperas Cove and Rock-
dale. Included in their menu of ser-
vices are training assistance to learn
new skills that local employers are
demanding and help with certain
work-related expenses.

“The workforce centers have
earned incentive funds totaling
$175,000 in recognition of their top
performance among workforce ar-
eas in Texas for the sixth consecu-
tive year,” said Susan Kamas, CTW
executive director.

In 2006, supporting the workforce
board’s goal to “expand and main-
tain a diversi ed funding base,” the
organization increased initial pro-
gram allocations from $14.68 mil-
lion to $15.81 million (7.7 percent),
through competitive grants, fee for
service, performance awards and lo-
cal partnerships. CTW also earned
$156,191 by providing customized
services designed to meet local busi-
nesses’ needs.

To assist job-seekers, CTW has
state-of-the-art computers, software

Rita Lancaster looks for a nursing job abthe Bftkfons of Central Texas job cerger in Kille

programs and Internet job banks.

Staff members provide career
counseling and planning, job match-
ing, resume and job-search assis-
tance, training guidance and one-on-
one support where needed. To nd
out more about CTW and available
services, job seekers may contact the
workforce center in Killeen at (254)
200-2000 or wwwiworkforcelink.com.

The specialized CTW Business
Services Unit offers services for em-
ployers including:

» Labor exchange services includ-
ing job-posting and employee screen-
ing and referral.

» Testing of applicants for key-
boarding, typing and other skills.

» Online searches of resume
databases.

» Wage and labor law informa-
tion, including updates.

» New-business
assistance.

» Assistance in expanding mar-
kets including access to nancial as-
sistance for training.

» Rapid response services in mass
layoffs.

» Customized service and train-
ing options.

Businesses interested in more in-

startup

Heral@AVID MOF

formation or service options can call

(254) 200-2020. Businesses also can

post local job openings and search
for job applicants at wwwworkin-
texas.com.

CTW also offers businesses a vari-
ety of services through the Central
Texas Business Resource Center in
Room 101 of the workforce center at
300 Cheyenne Drive in Killeen. The
BRC provides job and career coun-
seling and business training, much
of it free of charge.

“We offer free counseling and
training for potential and present
businesses,” said BRC director Mar-

cus Carr. “Our goal is to help people
run a more successful business.”

He said many people are seek-
ing employment when they nd the
BRC. Often they have ideas for busi-
nesses of their own and can bene t
from training in marketing, advertis-
ing and employee relations.

The BRC s supported by CTW, Cen-
tral Texas College and the Greater
Killeen Chamber of Commerce.
Backed by area leaders, it opened its
doors in January 2000 to replace a
similar facility that closed in 1989 at
CTC. Persons interested in BRC pro-
grams can call Carr at (254) 200-2001.

Area Jobs increase, but population grows faster

By Don Bolding
Killeen Daily Herald

Local civic and economic
leaders have been saying re-
peatedly that the effects of the
national recession on Central
Texas are primarily psycho-
logical — that people read the
disturbing national news and
talk to relatives in other parts
of the country and decide con-
ditions must be similar here
or soon will be.

The national woes do have
some effect here, but ups and
downs in the local economy
depend more on changes at
Fort Hood and demographic
changes caused by troop
movements.

It's de nitely true in the un-
employment gures for the
Killeen-Temple-Fort Hood
Metropolitan Statistical Area,
which showed a gradual in-
crease during the year after a
low point in the spring.

In June, the jobless rate
went up to 5.1 percent from
4.4 percent in May. Workforce
Solutions of Central Texas au-
thorities said that was usual

and predictable because stu-
dents and school workers re-
leased for the summer register
for seasonal work at that time,
but last year the rate didn’t go
down the rest of the year.

That undoubtedly had
something to do with the
gathering storm, but in the
fall there were actually more
people employed than in
comparable periods previ-

were moving in from other

parts of the country, or some
combination. Also, more peo-
ple exiting the service at Fort

Hood have been staying in
the area.

For example, 1,000 people,
rounded to the nearest hun-
dred, entered the workforce
in November, but growth in
employment was 600. The
jobless rate rose, but only
because job growth hadn’t
caught up with the rise in
population.

Killeen workforce cen-
ter director Jerry Haisler
said at the time, “The reces-
sion that’s hit the rest of the
country so hard is creeping
up on us a little here. Sea-
sonal hiring seems to be a lit-
tle off. But toward the end of

Heral@AVID MORR{fe year, few employers are

Kangela Davenport updates her resume asrshgoloakstfe Workforce Solutions of’tﬁ'ﬁﬁﬂ'%q their permanent
Texas job center in Killeen. stafls an

ously because the number of
jobs kept growing. It was just
that the number of available
workers was growing faster
because military families
were moving in or civilians

we have more peo-
ple looking.”

He said the workforce cen-
ter remained busy with both
jobseekers and employers
looking for people.

The year started with a 4.9
jobless rate in January that
gradually dropped to a low
of 4.0 percent in April, rising
again gradually to 5.2 percent
in July and remaining steady
in August. Then September
and October were identical
at 5.4 percent, and November
and December were identical
at 5.6 percent.

The WSCT is the regional
af liate of the Texas Work-
force Commission.

Atthe end of the year, Texas
lost 25,700 jobs, and statewide
unemployment stood at 6.0
percent, up from 4.2 percent
the previous December.

Contact Don Bolding at
dbolding@kdhnews.com or
(254) 501-7557.
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Killeen works to revitalize downtown

By Justin Cox
Killeen Daily Herald

Revitalizing downtown Killeen
will be a lengthy process.

No one said it would be easy,
said Bell County Commissioner
John Fisher, who serves as a mem-
ber of the downtown partnership
committee.

It's been more than two years
since the project rm HyettPalma
presented their study to the city of
Killeen — their playbook — a plan
of action for the city to follow for the
foreseeable future to revamp down-
town into something better.

The plan was designed to get the
city’'s downtown redevelopment
through 2012.

The biggest moves by the city come
in the adoption of the Tax Incre-
ment Reinvestment Zone, or TIRZ,
introduced in its current form to the
council last summer and passed in
November.

The TIRZ makes use of future
growth potential to build improve-
ments in growing areas.

It takes the difference from one
year's tax to the next and puts it in
a fund to be used for public improve-
ments only in that district. It can be
used to pay for projects like water
and sewer lines, street and sidewalk
improvements, building trails and
parks, storm drainways, providing
money to businesses for facade im-
provements and maintaining histor-
ical markers.

The TIRZ includes most of down-
town from Veterans Memorial Bou-
levard to Rancier Avenue, and most
of Killeen on the eastern side of
Martin Luther King Jr. Drive.

Killeen City Manager Connie
Green said the potential of the 30-
year TIRZ program could yield up
to $292 million worth of new taxable
value in the city The multi-use zone
includes a new development called
La Cascata, which would yield $29.9
million in sales tax for Killeen and al-
most $10 million for the county.

About $15 million of the estimated
$41.2 million generated in the new

Herald pf

Beverly Zendt, the new community projectriten&gigr 66 Killeen, left, listens to LdslesHinely take a walking tour of the doverto\
August 2007. Zendt is working to revitalize wliokvneow business opportunities and parks.

fund could be going to a new city
hall, as designated in the prelimi-
nary nancing plan released in early
March to the City Council.

Projections in the next few de-
cades include $8 million for im-
provements to U.S. Highway 190 and
Farm-to-Market 2410 and $12 million
toward the La Cascata infrastructure
development.

Beverly Zendt, Killeen Downtown

project manager, said the HyettPalma
downtown action agenda suggests
the TIRZ as an effective funding
mechanism. She said it is important
to choose an area that has potential
for property value increases and
places that need development.
Parke Patterson, of Parke Pat-
terson Land Development in Sugar
Land, said places like a mall or a car
dealership on the highway would not

be good places to include because
those properties have likely reached
near maximum property tax value.

Green said the new plan proposes
the largest mixed-use development
in Killeen, and would signi cantly
improve some of the traf c conges-
tion issues on the Stan Schlueter
Loop and the Killeen side of Farm-
to-Market 2410.

Before passing the TIRZ in Novem-

ber, the city received a vote of sup-
port from the Bell County Commis-
sioners Court on moving forward
with the project.

As for the buildings in downtown
that need significant upgrades,
Fisher said the effects of the econ-
omy will present further delays as
business owners try to maintain
their livelihood as well as their fu-
ture earning potential.
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Several

By Victor O’Brien
Killeen Daily Herald

The Texas Department of Trans-
portation did a lot of reversing di-
rection in 2008, planning to give
drivers more room on the road in
coming years.

Several highway projects in Bell
County have TxDOT racing to
catch up to the more than 110,000
daily drivers that pass between Stan
Schlueter Loop and Copperas Cove
along Highway 190, making it more
traf cked than Interstate 35, spokes-
man Ken Roberts said.

‘All of this is in response to tre-
mendous growth that we've seen in
the greater Fort Hood area: Killeen,
Fort Hood, Copperas Cove, Harker
Heights,” Roberts said. ‘As a re-
sult, we're trying to keep up with
the demand on transportation
infrastructure.”

A $42.1 million expansion from
four lanes to six lanes of U.S. High-
way 190 from Fort Hood's main gate
to Copperas Cove is expected to be
completed this summer, Roberts
said.

One aspect of the project already
completed includes a permanent ce-
ment barrier. The barrier separates
eastbound and westbound lanes of
U.S. Highway 190 and could save lives
in cases when drivers lose control
and careen into oncoming traf c.

TxDOT nished a $2.7 million
ramp reversal project from Trim-
mier Road to Stan Schlueter Loop
along U.S. 190 in September. Most re-
cently, it is putting the nal touches
on a ramp reversal project in Harker
Heights from Farm-to-Market 2410
to Indian Trail.

The ramp reversals, which relo-
cate entry and exit ramps, offered
drivers seeking to reach some of the
area’s busiest market places, includ-
ing Market Heights, more time to
maneuver when exiting the ramps
before approaching busy traffic
lights.

Roberts said in September that
economic development, includ-
ing restaurant, car dealership and
stores, bene ted from the new lanes
in Killeen. The ramp reversal was in
two phases: the rst in Killeen and
the second in Harker Heights.

The second phase in Harker

highway projects in Bell County

Herald pt

Traffic at the intersection of W.S. YoungUD8ividighdiay 190. Several projects duripgatheepaste ramps along U.S. 190 to hghstas

Heights was to accommodate the
rising traf c expected by Market
Heights attracting customers. The
phase came with a $2.5 million price
tag split between the city, TXDOT
and Market Heights developers. Tx-
DOT reversed the ramp locations
on the eastbound lanes of Central
Texas Expressway along U.S. 190
and then added a turnaround at
the Indian Trail underpass to al-
leviate bottleneck at the light and
make it easier to loop back to Mar-
ket Heights on the westbound side
of U.S. 190.

Subphases of the Harker Heights
project included changing the inter-
section of U.S. 190 and Indian Oaks
so traf ¢ ows right and into a cul-

de-sac at Coronado Road. The fth
phase was the construction of a
northbound turn lane on Knight's
Way for drivers to enter the east-
bound U.S. 190 roadway, which is
expected to be nished this spring,
Roberts said.

A $5.5 million road widening of
Central Texas Expressway between
FM 2410 and Stan Schlueter Loop
has a possible start date in fall 2009,
Roberts said.

“These ramp reversals and pro-
posed widening, as well as widening
under way, will facilitate a smooth,
ef cient and safer ow of trafc
along Highway 190,” he said.

Also, a $150 million project to ex-
pand State Highway 195 from Wil-

liamson County Line to I-35 at
Georgetown was approved in No-
vember. Officials said in March
funding has been received for four
of ve segments: north of William-
son County Line to SH 138; SH 138
to near CR 240; just before CR 241 to
just past Reagan Boulevard; from
before Sun City Boulevard to I-35.

A third part from near CR 240 to
CR 241 has not been funded.

Construction bidding on the rst
two parts is expected in the fall of
2010. Bidding on three and four ex-
pected in fall 2011, with section ve
occurring in spring 2011.

There also have been public meet-
ings concerning expansion of State
Highway 201 from where itintersects

State Highway 195 east to Interstate
35. At the close of 2008, no funds had
been set aside and the route was un-
decided, but it was in early planning
stages and construction could begin
as early as summer.

Other expansion projects under
way for Bell County include adding
lanes to I-35 south of Salado, inter-
change reconstruction at the inter-
section of Loop 363 and I-35 in Tem-
ple and widening Farm-to-Market
3305 where it intersects with State
Highway 317.

Contact Victor O’'Brien at vobrien@
kdhnews.com or (254) 501-7468.

Herald reporter Hayley Kappes con-
tributed to this article.

State looking at toll roads to relieve interstate co ngestion

By Jay Root
The Associated Press

AUSTIN — State of cials
said earlier this year they are
scrapping the proposed net-
work of toll roads known as
the Trans-Texas Corridor, a
massive transportation proj-
ect that critics called an ex-
pensive boondoggle.

“The days of the Trans-
Texas Corridor are over, it's
nished up,” said Gov. Rick
Perry, who had proposed the
idea as a way to relieve high-
way congestion in Texas.

Speaking on a conference
call from lIraq, Perry said,
“The name ‘Trans-Texas Cor-

ridor’ is over with.”

Amadeo Saenz, execu-
tive director of the Texas
Department of Transpor-
tation, unveiled new guide-
lines in February for devel-
oping a network of toll roads,
rails and pipelines that have
grown ever-more controver-
sial since Perry began pro-
moting the idea in 2002. As-
sociates of the governor have
said for weeks the corridor
would not take shape as orig-
inally envisioned.

Perry said projects like In-
terstate 69 — which would
run from northeast Texas to
the Rio Grande Valley — and
highways that will run paral-

lel to north-south Interstate
35 will continue, he said. He
also said Texas’ commitment
to building roads is what at-
tracts many companies and
their jobs to the state, he said.

“l think the concept of
the Trans-Texas Corridor is
frankly one that got misun-
derstood,” Perry said.

The governor said it's not
a public relations failure on
his part or a rejection of his

views. He said Texans real-
ize, as he’s been pointing out,
that there’s major congestion
along 1-35 and other high-
ways. He said Texans want to
see their leaders have broad
visions and not be “sticking
our heads in the sand.”

“I'm not afraid of taking on
big and tough issues,” Perry
said.

Saenz said major corri-
dor projects will now com-

prise several small segments
closer to 600 feet wide. Origi-
nal plans called for corridors
up to 1,200 feet wide to allow
for several modes of trans-
portation and utility trans-
mission facilities.
Road-building is a corner-
stone of Perry’'s administra-
tion and is certain to be an
issue in his 2010 re-election
bid. His potential primary
opponent, U.S. Sen. Kay Bai-

ley Hutchison, also has said
transportation should be one
of the state’s top priorities.

The Trans-Texas Corridor
was envisioned as a huge set
of highways, rail and util-
ity lines crisscrossing the
state, but it came under re
almost since its inception.
Rural landowners in par-
ticular were opposed to giv-
ing up their property for the
project.
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high-tech jall

By Justin Cox
Killeen Daily Herald

It's the only one of its kind
in Texas.

That's what Adan Munoz
Jr, executive director of the
Texas Commission on Jail
Standards, said of the new
Bell County Jail.

Munoz said he’s been to ev-
ery jail in the state of Texas,
and not one of them equals
the new Bell County Jail from
top to bottom.

Bell County sheriff’s dep-
uties catered to visitors dur-
ing the open house to tour the
177,000-square-foot facility

The master control room
is one of the most revolution-
ary aspects of the new jail,
said Cpl. Edmund Gouraige.
Manning a computer termi-
nal while seated in central-
ized master control above
the main level, Gouraige
and fellow of cers on top can
look down to each of the sur-
rounding pods and monitor
prisoners.

Gouraige, with access to ev-
ery television monitor in the
jail, entertained the wealth of
visitors by zooming into the
parking lot and nding the li-
cense plate numbers off the
cars of requesting visitors.

It's going to take some get-
ting used to, Gouraige said,
but the deputies are excited
about the jobs ahead of
them.

“The computer system is
amazing,” Gouraige said.
“It's state of the art. We have
so much visibility over in-
mates, it's amazing. You can
only see so much in the old fa-
cility Now you have direct su-
pervision. Now you can look
directly into the cells. Before

Visitors toured the new
Bell County Jail complex
in Belton in mid-January.

The 177,000-square-
foot facility has a master
control room where
of cers can sit and
observe the entire jail on
monitors to keep a closer
eye on prisoners.

Herald photos
by Justin Cox

“The new computer system is amazing.
... From the booth, | can see everything.”
Cpl. Edmund Gouraige

you had to go down a hallway
and actually look inside the
cell. From the booth, | can see
everything.”

Sheriff Dan Smith has
noted on many occasions that
the new facility brings levels
of technology seen nowhere
else in Central Texas. And
Smith, along with Jail Ad-
ministrator Bob Patterson,
stood in the main hallways
to greet visitors and answer
questions.

County Judge Jon Bur-
rows said the new jail will be
able to provide for the needs
of inmates in a facility that

is stretched to its limits and
is having dif culty providing
for some of the basic needs of
the inmates, things that will
be taken care of by the new
facility

The structure also allows
for future expansion that can
accommodate 600 more in-
mates. The $38 million facility
incorporates video visitation
technology; a digital intercom
paging system and two-story
inmate housing units.

Contact Justin Cox at
jcox@kdhnews.com or (254)
501-7568.

County keeping an eye on economy

By Justin Cox
Killeen Daily Herald

In a downed economy,
County Judge Jon Burrows
said the county’s numbers are
down a bit, but not as bad as
the rest of the country.

“We'll be watching it
closely” Burrows said. “While
the country is suffering at a
high level, we're suffering at
a low level.”

That's good news for people
in the area, as many of the
markets have remained rela-
tively stable.

“We're really following sales
tax receipts. They're down a
little, but not much,” Burrows
said. “In June or July, we'll
know the tax base. We've had
signi cant construction. | as-
sume growth is down a little
bit, but we really don't know.
There hasn't been the deep de-
cline in prices there have been
in other parts of the country,

“It's going to be an interest-
ing next couple months.”

One of the biggest and most
long-awaited projects in Cen-
tral Texas history will be oc-
curring thanks to $134 mil-
lion of stimulus funds the
state has allocated for I-35
improvements.

That figure includes the
$11 million in local funding
from the stimulus the cities
received. The project was one
of 29 in the state.

That's a big deal, Burrows
said, and it will help get the
economy up and moving
throughout the region.

Last year, the new jail was
completed, and Burrows said
it was fortunate timing, as the
money had already been allo-
cated for that.

“Our major industries are
doing well. Harker Heights
is actually up (in sales reve-
nue),” he said. “Getting the
jail expansion was right place
right time.”

The biggest disappoint-
ment for Burrows is that the
hotel motel tax increase will
not happen in this legislative
session.

House District 55 Rep. Ralph
Shef eld will not be support-
ing that increase.

“Rep. Shef eld has indicated
he’s not willing to support the
2 percent increase in the ho-
tel motel tax right now;” Bur-
rows said. “Every segment of

the county would bene t from
that $9 million increase. So we
were kind of disappointed.
The local taxpayers would not
have to do it. It would be an
insigni cant dollar amount,
about $1.60 increase on an $80
hotel room.”

That way the visitors to the
areawould tthe bill. But Bur-

rows, and the rest of the county,
will go for it in the next session
to help get the expansion for
the Bell County Expo Center
up and running to continue to
help the area economy.
Contact Justin Cox at jcox@
kdhnews.com or call (254)
501-7568.
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Droughts
may change
county’s
water ow

Special to the Daily Herald

The water kept pumping
in Bell County in 2008, but
droughts could change how
much water ows from local
aquifers to faucets.

Bell County’s Clearwater Un-
derground Water Conservation
Districtimplemented new ways
in 2008 to keep track of water re-
sources and prepare for short-
ages in case of drought.

Clearwater completed a
strategic plan for the Edwards
BFZ and Trinity aquifers that
supply Bell County; including
new technologies to enhance
local aquifers.

Stream ow gauges were
installed in Salado Creek to
measure spring ow and are
expected to help maintain a
minimum ow of between 100
and 200 acre feet per month,
which is typically exceeded.

“That helps us determine
how much water that's com-
ing from aquifer to the sur-
face...That tells us health of
aquifer. If there was no water
pumping from aquifer, we'd
be concerned that the drought
is really affecting us,” board
chairman Horace Grace said.

Also, two water ow mon-
itors were added to the Ed-
wards wells to keep track of
water level changes.

Clearwater is also looking
at protecting the Edwards re-
charge water from pollution
and a plan is expected to be in
consideration by the spring,
of cials said.

In the boardrooms, the faces
stayed the same. The May 2008
elections were canceled be-
cause of no opposition.

With some seats up for elec-
tion in 2010, Clearwater is pro-
posing cost-saving legislation
to move the election date from
May to November in 2010 to
run alongside county elec-
tions, of cials said.

Herald redesigns Web site to be more user-friendly

From staff reports

Inits 118 years, the Killeen
Daily Herald has become
a strong, successful me-
dia company serving Cen-
tral Texas and the greater
Fort Hood area. Each day
the Herald has more than
70,000 readers and viewers
who depend on its print and
online publishing, both for
their news information and
for their primary source of
advertising.

The Killeen Daily Herald
serves its readers with three
newspapers — the Killeen
Daily Herald, with a circu-
lation of around 20,000 daily
and 23,000 Sunday; the Fort
Hood Herald, our military
paper, which is published ev-
ery Wednesday, with 31,000
distribution; and the Cove
Herald, our community
weekly that serves the city
of Copperas Cove, published
every Thursday, with a cir-
culation of 7,000.

The Killeen Daily Herald
also publishes four monthly
magazines for its readers:
Health and Fitness; Busi-
ness Journal; Homefront;
and the Home nder real es-
tate magazine.

While the Herald excels
in offering both traditional
and niche publications to
its readers, the newspaper
has also broadened its offer-
ings in the online market-
place in its continuing effort
to remain a regional leader
in local, state and national
news.

Two years ago, the newspa-
per dramatically upgraded
its Web site, kdhnews.com
In offering online news and
sports as well as classi ed
ads, interactive forums and
hot links, the Herald has
worked to bene t more read-
ers at home and abroad.

Videos and slide shows
further expand the daily
newspaper’s offerings, giv-
ing viewers a broader per-
spective on the news.

The Herald redesigned its

Web site early this year to
make it more user-friendly

A more recent addition
to the Web site is a daily
video tease, giving readers
a preview of features they
can nd in the next day’s

newspaper.

KDHPresshox.com, an-
other Herald Web site, fo-
cuses on local prep sports
and includes live play-by-
play for area football games,
as well as softball, baseball
and track — giving local
readers a chance to follow
their favorite teams, whether
they're just out of town or
out of the country

Plans call for even
more offerings as the site
grows.

In addition, the Herald
has Web sites featuring up-
dated stories for its weekly
publications, the Cove Her-
ald and Fort Hood Herald,
at TheCoveHerald.com
and TheFortHoodHerald.
com, respectively.

In the past eight years,
the Herald has increased
the number of products
and services it offers to area
readers.

In addition to the intro-
duction of the Cove Herald
in October 2003 and the de-
but of the Fort Hood Herald
in March 2004, the company
launched a commercial
printing operation in 2001 to
provide high-quality custom
printing for its customers..

From its inception in
1890, the Herald has grown
from a small weekly paper

to a metropolitan daily with
the latest press and Internet
capabilities.

In 1953, after becoming a
ve-day afternoon paper, the
Herald was purchased by
Texas communications pio-
neer Frank W. Mayborn.

He added the Sunday edi-
tion in 1969. A Saturday edi-
tion was added in 1982, when
the publication moved from
an afternoon to a morning
paper.

Mayborn continued to
oversee the newspaper un-
til his death in 1987. His wife,

Sue Mayborn, assumed his
duties as the owner, editor
and publisher of the Killeen
Daily Herald, Temple Daily
Telegram, and as president
of KCEN-TV.

As Killeen has grown
from a small cotton-farming
town into a burgeoning met-
ropolitan area, the Herald’s
news gathering resources
and circulation have grown
along with it. “It has been
exciting to be a part of the
growth and development
of this community,” Mrs.
Mayborn said.
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Churches building
In community

Several churches have been expanding in the pastye  ar,

including Marlboro Heights Missionary Baptist Chur ch
(above), which is being built on lllinois Avenue be hind the
Killeen Mall.

The First Baptist Church in Killeen is moving from
its building downtown to a new, bigger church on W, S.
Young Drive across the street from the Killeen Civi cand

Conference Center.

Herald photos by Steven Doll
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Several projects are in the works to imprivew @affitersections in Killeen. The Hiitsé tipewntersection of State Highway 2@WlamxtiveThere’s also plans to improveda

Killeen gets funds to improve bottleneck intersections

By Justin Cox
Killeen Daily Herald

A combination of stimulus fund-
ing and transportation master plan-
ning have led to planned projects for
the city’s infrastructure, primarily
designed to help the city’s growing
population and increased drivers.

Approximately $1.5 million, will
go toward improving a bottleneck
at the intersection of State Highway
201 and Mohawk Drive.

Green said that $11 million in
funding for the area will be put to-
ward a westbound direct connection

off of Interstate 35 from the south.
That project would avoid the sev-
eral turns it takes from Salado for
drivers who often come from that
direction.

Green said that the state allo-
cated the money for the project to
be lumped into I-35 improvements
rather than making funds for a six-

lane expansion of U.S. Highway 190.

“The whole process has one that
has moved extremely quickly — pri-
orities were primarily public safety
and infrastructure,” Green said.
“We are trying to stay away from
any unfunded mandates. From the

$5.4 million, none of it has a nega-
tive nancial impact on the taxpay-
ers. Those are the types of programs
we sought.”

Public Works Director Jim Butler
said the project at Mohawk Drive is
overdue.

“There will be some turnout lanes,
signi cant improvements to High-
way 201,” Butler said, noting that he
believes traf ¢ signals will be a part
of the process.

Mayor Tim Hancock agreed with
Butler.

“Mohawk was causing a bottle-
neck,” he said. “TxDOT looks at bot-

tlenecks ... at what are causing those
in Killeen? Once you correct that,
you relieve those bottlenecks.”

Green said the process wasn't per-
fect, though, as many of the hopeful
efforts did not come to fruition.

“I wrote the state that | was disap-
pointed that many of our projects
did not even make the state list. The
$5.4 million that have been identi ed
will be good projects. That is a good
investment for the city of Killeen.”

In addition, Butler's team will be
coordinating street improvements
on Trimmier Road in the near fu-
ture as the council recently ap-

proved more than $2 million for proj-
ects which are expected to begin this
summer.

Mayor Pro Tem Fred Latham
said that there are many ancillary
or “passive” bene ts which the city
will receive in addition to this, such
as the improvements to Texas High-
way 195 in Williamson County;

Councilman Scott Cosper added
that the K-TUTS efforts made by the
city helped get some of the projects
moved to the top of the list.

Contact Justin Cox at jcox@
kdhnews.com or call (254) 501-7568.

‘Doughnut Hole’ issue prompts closer look at zoning applications

By Justin Cox
Killeen Daily Herald

City of cials said early this
year that they may have taken
on annexation a bit early,

It was evident in the six-
month battle with the area
known as the “Doughnut
Hole.”

While they eventually lost
their biggest battle against
developer Bruce Whitis, their
six-month crusade caused the
City Council to pay closer at-
tention when considering zon-
ing applications.

The result is a greater em-
phasis on maintaining con-
sistency in newly annexed
neighborhoods, like the 1,300-
acre doughnut hole, now part
of Killeen for more than a full
year. The quirky “Doughnut
Hole” monicker arose from
what the area looked like on
city and county maps prior to
annexation.

After two years of negotia-
tions, the area became part of
Killeen on Jan. 22, 2008, when
the city and residents agreed
on an annexation proposal.

Conversely, the Doughnut
Hole region adjacent to it has
one home to every three acres
on average.

The last proposal is Phase 1

of the project, and Whitis re-
ceived approval for Phase 2 re-
zoning to R-1 in October.

“This is adjoining the previ-
ous piece,” Whitis said. “l don’t
know of a single case ever be-
ing denied R-1 in the City of
Killeen — what would we zone
it if not R-1? The city has
grown out there to that area
and in process of building wa-
ter and sewer lines along with
a new police station.”

Doughnut Hole resident Bill
King was one many that spoke
during two hours of protests
seen at the Oct. 28 City Coun-
cil meeting.

“To hear him talk, it sounds
like it's a wonderful project,”
King said. ‘A need? There are
1,400 homes on the market, |
don't see the need. That's 8,000
more cars. | seriously ques-
tion the safety He can threaten
you with lawsuits, but you do
not have to approve this. | can
personally vouch that it's not
safe. | was hit by a car. There
are 1,200 kids going to be there,
where are they going to walk?
Where are they going to play?
It's not congruent with the
nearby area. He's going to
put ve houses per acre. Why
would you allow us to put this
kind of density here?”

Whitis said it's just the natu-

ral evolution of a growing city;
and this project meets all the
requirements the city has for
single family homes.

“There is no other viable
zoning for that property”
Whitis said. “I understand
these people’s problems here.

| lived in the Doughnut Hole
areawhen | was growing up. ...
But why was it annexed in the
rst place? There is no reason

to keep it agricultural.”
Contact Justin Cox at jcox@
kdhnews.com or (254) 501-7568
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Smoking ban ignites controversy in Killeen

By Justin Cox
Killeen Daily Herald

The city’s smoking ordinance
may not be the newest passed
by the council, but it was cer-
tainly the most controversial.

The ordinance nally passed
in February after several dry
runs through public hearings
and committee meetings.

Starting June 1, restaurants in
Killeen will be 100 percent smoke
free, as will most work environ-
ments — but that's aboult it.

The Killeen City Council
voted 5-2 in February to ap-
prove a new ordinance banning
smoking from such public ven-
ues, but exempting some of the
area’s smoking spots.

The ordinance includes a ban
on smoking in all public build-
ings, providing exceptions for
stand-alone bars, pool halls,
clubs, bingo halls and even
bowling alleys.

While the ordinance pleases
the business owners of those
exempted locations, Council-
man Larry Cole said it's too
weak, and wasn't enforced to
start with.

“The committee was given
a very dif cult, if not impossi-
ble, task,” he said. “But we have
an ordinance that is unenforce-
able. By the time we get down to

it, all it restricts is restaurants.
How many citations have been
issued since 19917 None. | think
we should just enforce the cur-
rent ordinance.

“Economics will, in the end,
prevail. The people have a
choice right now”

Councilman Otis Evans said
that in trying to give everyone
due consideration, the coun-
cil has in effect approved a ban
without much teeth. And while
it's not perfect, it can still be
amended, and may be void if
the state Legislature passes a
law with stronger restrictions.

“This has not been a pleas-
ant process at all,” Evans said,
noting an old saying he learned
as a boy “But if you have eg-
uitably distributed dissatisfac-
tion, then you've done the right
thing.”

The ban most directly affects
restaurants, which will be to-
tally smoke free, as long as they
are enclosed. Open-air patios
will not be restricted.

The ban also restricts smok-
ing within 10 feet of any en-
trance to a public building. This
does not exclude employee en-
trances, though the topic was
discussed at length.

Contact Justin Cox at jcox@
kdhnews.com or (254) 501-7568.

Smoking ordinance

As written, the revised no-smoking
ordinance would make it unlawful to

smoke in the following areas:
» Most enclosed public places,

such as restaurants, lobbies, The only
exceptions to these rules are outdoor

patios either screened or not fully

» Within 10 feet of an entrance,
window or vent of an enclosed area
where smoking is prohibited.

Exceptions include the following:
» Private residences, except those
which host a day care.

» outdoor public venues, such » Pool halls and bars.
as seating areas and bleachers » Bingo halls.
at parades, sporting events, and » Bowling alleys.
in playgrounds and inside fenced » Designated smoking rooms in

areas of public pools as well as the hotels.

outdoor patio area at Stonetree Golf

enclosed.

Clubhouse.

» Retail tobacco stores.

Source: City of Killeen

HOP to expand routes to Be

By Victor O’Brien
Killeen Daily Herald

The HOP made incremen-
tal improvements in 2008, but
in 2009 its buses will blaze new
trails.

Beginning April 1, HOP
will offer a route that starts in
Killeen and travels to down-
town Belton, Scott & White
Hospital and the Veterans Af-
fairs building. It also will of-
fer a new route through down-
town Belton that gives Killeen
residents access to the county
of ces.

The new routes came about
after residents, businesses and
community leaders called for
a way for Killeen residents to
reach the county of ces at the
Bell County Justice Center

ton, Scott & White Hospital

Hardin Baylor, and the Bell
County Justice Complex at

Loop 121 and Highway 436.

The Killeen-to-Belton route
will include stops at Confed-
erate Park, Scott & White Hos-
pital and the VA building in
Temple.

In 2008, HOP’s most signif-
icant changes came to four
Killeen routes. It merged two
30-minute routes along Lake
Road in North Killeen into one
60-minute route that covers
more area into the Westcliff
community without increas-

Herald photo

A HOP bus driver makes a practice stopHopKililéexpand
its routes April 1 to include Belton and $teoih &akiple.

among other places, Hill Coun-
try Transit urban operation di-
rectors Robert Ator said.

The downtown Belton route
willinclude stops at the Belton
Wal-Mart, University of Mary

ing cost. Since the change,
more riders have taken the
route, Ator said.

HOP also merged a Willow
Springs Road route with a Her-
eford Drive route near EIms
Road. The change allowed it to
make less trips to downtown
station and cover more area,
while only adding a few more
minutes for most riders.

Ator said the routes were
started in 2000 with downtown
as the hub, but the southward
growth of Killeen made it es-
sential to accommodate the

riders south of U.S. Highway
190 who may not travel to just
downtown. The HOP also re-
ceived funding from Congress
for six new buses, which Ator
said will replace buses pur-
chased in 2000 that long sur-
passed their life expectancy.
The new buses also will serve
the two new Belton-related
routes. For more information,
go to wwwitakethehop.com

Contact Victor O'Brien at vo-
brien@kdhnews.com or (254)
501-7468.
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Butch Menking of Killeen drops his cardboacgahng
bin March 10 at the Killeen Recycling Cemter Fan A

Heral@ATRINA RAWS

Recycling picks up
as Killeen grows

By Victor O’Brien
Killeen Daily Herald

Killeen keeps growing and
recycling grows with it.

The Killeen Recycle Cen-
ter experienced continued re-
cord customers in 2008, man-
ager Peter DiLlillo said. It had
about 2,100 curbside pickup
customers in October 2007,
but that number has grown
to 2,400.

Besides residential cus-
tomers, KRC has sought
other ways to grow within
the community, It has started
projects with Timber Ridge
Elementary School, recy-
cling ofbce paper and news-
papers discarded after being
donated through the News-
paper in Education program.
The recycling program came
after a teacher received a
grant to buy the container,
DiLillo said. Now KRC re-
ceives approximately 120
pounds of paper every two
weeks, which the school col-
lects and is then picked up by
KRC.

The program collects ma-
terials that Killeen ISD does
not collect on its own through
its cardboard and white pa-
per recycling programs.

Also, KRC started a joint-
recycling program with the
City of Salado where two
trailers of materials are
deposited in Killeen from
Salado.

Another program was
started with the Killeen Holi-
day Inn, where its recyclables
are picked up on the same
route as the Texas Workforce
Commission.

While there were no ad-
ditions to the seven-person
staff or new trucks in 2008, a
new recycling truck is on the
way in 2009 that will make
routes more efpcient. The
recycle center accepts paper
and metal products, glass and
plastics types 1 and 2, motor
oil, oil blters, antifreeze, bat-
teries and tires. There is a $2
fee for each tire recycled, but
no costs for other materials.

KRC also accepts frion-
based appliances for $15
charge, but no charges for
normal appliances.

Itis open Monday, Tuesday
and Friday from 11 a.m. to 6
p.m.; Wednesday and Thurs-
day from 11 am. to 5 p.m,;
and each even Saturday of
the month from 8 a.m. until
noon.

The city offers a residen-
tial curbside subscription
program at a cost of $2.10 per
month, which provides a bin
and weekly pick-up.

For more information,
visit the KRC at 111 E. Av-
enue F, Killeen or call (254)
554-7572.

Contact Victor O’Brien at
vobrien@kdhnews.com or
(254) 501-7468.

Heral @ATRINA RAW

Christine James of Kempner takes her bogdmtphan
March 10 at the Killeen Recycling CenterFon Aven

What Our Lawn Care Package Consists Of:

By Justin Cox
Killeen Daily Herald

If you drive in Killeen, be
sure to stop at the red lights N
if you donQt, it could cost you.

In 2008, the City of Killeen
began use of red light cam-
eras to bne drivers who donOt
stop at the lights.

Killeen police Capt. Lee
Caubeld said the number of
drivers who ran red lights in
the brst month as much as
three times higher than he
ONexpected. 3

And these arenOt close calls,

g either, said Caupeld, pulling
valp some random samples of
violations on the police de-
partmentOs computer system.

Caubeld said nearly all the
violations heOs seen are obvi-
ous. The right turn at LoweOs
Boulevard and Trimmier Road
has seen the highest number
of violations.

OThe company that we con-
tract with said we are their
number one provider,® Cau-
Peld said. OThat tells us how
dangerous the intersections
are. It tells us how egregious
the violations are.O

Police Chief Dennis Bald-
win said the numbers are a
bit high because of the demo-
graphics of Killeen. He said
Killeen has a wide variety of
people from across the coun-
try, and the world for that mat-
ter, as well as a younger-than-
average population. Those
factors lead to a greater per-
centage of less-experienced
drivers on the road, and driv-
ers who are on unfamiliar
terrain.

The company the city uses
is called RedRex Trafbc Sys-
tems. It receives all the vio-
lation data from its base in
Arizona.

Caubeld said that a ticket is
considered a civil offense, sim-
ilar to a code enforcement vi-
olation, and is not a moving
violation, which can show up
on a driving record, and affect
insurance.

Greg Mauz, a Texas activist
for the National Motorist As-
sociation, is part of a growing
contingent of people nation-
wide, and in Texas, bghting
the installation of red-light
cameras across the country.
He has made it his mission in
life to stop them.

OThe main thing people

5ON

rec

ue

THE GUY

- Complete Mow - Edge All Driveways & Sidewalks
- Trim - Blow All Driveways & Sidewalks
- Fertilize (as requested) - Insect Control (as requested)

REMEMBER -
“THE GUYS WITH GREEN SHOES” ALSO

- Mulch
Landscaping

Tree & Shrub Planting

Privacy Fence Repairs & Refinishing
- Odd Jobs (you don’t want to mess with)

FREE ESTIMATES & VERY COMPETITIVE PRICING
Owner - Steve Creech

P.O. Box 3477 « Harker Height
2954.394.3763

Herald photo

Stop at red lights or get a ticket

or at least reduce, false or dis-
putable violations. When Red-
Rex receives the initial data, it
checks and veripes its authen-
ticity If something is wrong
with the camera, the process
ends there.

RedRex also checks the li-
cense plate number and vehi-
cle registration, and sends the
corresponding information,
along with the video, to the
Killeen Police Department.

From that point, one of bve
ofpcers reviews the material.
If the car is stolen, doesnOt
match the registration infor-
mation or there is no address,
the violation is pulled. Then
itOs either eliminated or sent
back to the system to correct
any wrong data.

When a violation is sent to
an individual, it comes with
a corresponding number and
instructions on how to view
the video of the violation
online.

Currently, Caubeld said the
systemOs video information is
used only to verify red light vi-
olations. The U.S. Senate is re-
viewing the policy of subpoe-
naing the videos for use as a
tracking tool for law enforce-
ment in certain situations.

The more violations the
cameras pick up, the more
money the city pulls in. Cau-
Peld said the system will even-
tually become self-sustaining,
especially since all equipment
costs are borne by RedR3ex.

Caubeld said about three to
four man-hours are used daily
to view the videos.

OThis program has the abil-

A red-light camera catches light runnerseasetioimtoy to fund itsel,O Caubeld
Stan Schlueter Loop and Ceniral Texas EX{itiesswaysf Ol can pay an ofbcer over-

should know is that red-light
cameras do not decrease
crashes, they increase them,0
said Mauz; who lives in the
Houston area.

Mauz has written books and
compiled thousands of pages
of reports during the past 11
years since he brst took up the
bght.

Oltds all to provide corpo-
rate money for the support-
ers,0 Mauz said. OCameras re-
ally do cause more crashes. |
don®t get paid to do what | do.
... There are 370 cities in the
United States that have red-
light cameras. 1tOs a $7 billion
a year industry conservatively
b thatOs taking an average of

10 red-light cameras installed
in each city Where Killeen
may have only five, places
like Houston and Dallas have
in excess of 60.0

In Killeen, red-light cam-
eras donOt appear to be caus-
ing any additional accidents.
A four-month survey since the
systemOs installation in May
showed a 31 percent decrease
in violations.

The number of violations
has decreased steadily since
June, when 6,454 violations
were recorded, to 4,432 viola-
tions in September.

Caubeld said there are two
levels of redundancy built
into the system to eliminate,

time to process through these
videos, and that overtime can
be reimbursed through funds
received from the system.O
The brst 90 violations one
camera picks up in a month
will net the city $27. The next
90 will net $37 per the ticket.
After 180 violations at one in-
tersection, the city will pull
in $47 per violation until the
end of the month. Caubeld
said the current numbers are
amax, and he believes the sys-
tem will eventually condition
drivers to observe trafbc laws
on a more consistent basis.
Contact Justin Cox at
jcox@kdhnews.com or (254)
501-7568.

+The Guys with Green ShoesZ is proud to announce the opening of *The Guys with G
ThumbsZ Nursery located at 1600 W. Stan Schlueter Loop éeiilbehind Lange Roo ng).

The previous owner of Green Leaf Nursery has been very supportive and will be assij
our sta in the new nursery. We are fortunate to employ most of the sartge s that superb
knowledge that he and his employees have shared with their @mers through the years.

SOD

Bulk Mulch &
Other Materials

LIMESTON

FIREWOO

and Seasonal
Goods

and Landscape
Rocks

HERBS &
VEGETABLE

TREES &
SHRUBS

FLOWERS

Behind

WELCOME B/

RETURNING
CUSTOMER
LANDSCAPI

COMPANIE

GREAT SERVICE & VERY COMPETITIVE PRICING

Lange Roo ng

LANDSCAPING SUPPLIES

PINE BARK MULCH (2 CU.FT.). . ....... $4.59.].
HARDWOOD MULCH (2 CU. FT.)........ $4.59 |
d CBDAR MULCH (2 CU.FT.)............ $4.59. | B
TING SOIL (40LBS.) . ..o eeevn. $2.59 ).
.................... $2.59 ]
AGRAVEL (40LBS.) ... ... $2.59.
Top SOIL OR COWONMBRSNURE . ?‘1.59)

D (40 LBS.). .

Owner - Steve Creech

1600 W. Stan Schlueter Loop ¢ Killee

254.699.4600
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New police stations popping up In area

By Victor O’Brien
Killeen Daily Herald

Killeen

The Killeen police com-
pleted one of its most suc-
cessful years in 2008 and their
reward will be a new head-
quarters, set to open this
year.

KPD is expected to no lon-
ger have Texas's highest bur-
glary rate when crime rates
are released later this year, of-
cials stated. Burglaries de-
clined 26.30 percent in 2008,
spearheading an 18.03 percent
decline in non-violent crimes.
Violent crimes rose 3.07 per-
cent, caused by increases in
robberies and aggravated
assaults.

“The community; city coun-
cil, city manager, and the men
and women of the Killeen Po-
lice Department worked hard
to bring about the decrease in
the crime rate, and | congrat-
ulate each of them for doing
their part to reduce crime,”
Police Chief Dennis Baldwin
said.

Killeen police closed each of
its 10 homicide cases in 2008
for the rst time since 2005.

In February 2008, Killeen
broke ground on a $22.75 mil-
lion police headquarters,
which at the time was sched-
uled to open this summer.

The new Featherline Road
headquarters is an 80,000-
square-foot, three section com-
plex with a larger jail to house
a rising number of arrestees.

The building will also in-
clude an emergency opera-
tions center, a crime lab, a
communication system, an
exercise facility and space for
a future heliport.

In October 2008, KPD be-
came the rst Texas police de-
partment with a 3-D crime-
scene laser scanner. The
scanner maps crime scenes
for investigations, jury pre-
sentations and should help

Killeen Police Chief Dennis Baldwin escovta
new Killeen Police Headquarters on Feathd mee%zﬁaiuhty will open this year.

solve future homicides and
other crimes.

The retirement of veteran
Capt. Steve Hoskins led to a
shuffle among leadership
in early 2009. Michael Click
was promoted to captain and
commander of Patrol Divi-
sion; Margaret Young, chief
of staff; Lee Cau eld, crimi-
nal investigations and Jackie
Dunn, staff services.

A new system, a new station
and a new location will greet
Killeen re ghters in 2009.

Fire Station No. 8 will open
this spring at 7252 E. Trim-
mier Road. Killeen Fire De-
partment will shift to a two
battalion system with com-
manders at the Trimmier and
Central re station, which will
mean quicker responses and

more re ghter supervision,
Chief Jerry Gardner.

In December 2008 of cials
broke ground on a more than
10,000-square-foot, $3.5 million
re station in the 3800 block
of Westcliff Road. The new
station No. 1 will replace the
station on West Avenue D and
Il a void that left nearby resi-
dents 3.5 miles from a station,
of cials said.

Harker Heights

Harker Heights police were
greeted by good news in 2008.

Harker Heights had the ar-
ea’s lowest crime rate in 2007,
Chief Mike Gentry said.

Gentry believes crime in-
creased a small amount in
2008, but will not know until

numbers are released later this
year. The increase he credited
to population growth, more
business and more traf c.
Harker Heights were au-
thorized three new of cers

in 2008. Two openings are ex-

pected to be lled in the traf-
¢ management and K-9 units.
They will work under a new
program called Crime Analy-
sis, Director Enforcement and

Technology (CADET), focused

on property crimes, an area-

wide problem. Once the CA-

DET program is fully staffed
it should allow of cers to an-
alyze crime patterns and re-
spond in order to prevent
those crimes. Harker Heights
was authorized 48 of cers and
12 support staff in 2008.
Harker Heights Fire Depart-

Copperas Covi

The city of Copperas Cove
funded a new 33,000-square-
foot police station in 2008 to
be nished this year.

The $9.98 million station
puts CCPDin line with Killeen,
whose station is expected to
be completed this year, and
Harker Heights, which built
a new headquarters in 2006.
CCPD could move in as early
as the end of 2009 to the loca-
tion at the corner of Avenue E
and Fourth Street.

The station will increase ef-
ciency and boost of cer mo-
rale, Chief Tim Molnes said.
The facility will have emer-
gency operations and dis-
patch centers, a full-size jall
and a meeting room.

CCPD received approval
for two new of cers in 2008,
which bumped their number
to 56 sworn of cers. Molnes
said he plans to add more of-
cers in 2009.

Copperas Cove experienced
decreases in murders, rapes,
robberies, burglaries, thefts
and arsons in 2008. The city

HeraldOHN A. BOWERSIMITH

ment received a new rating in
2009, which means possible
savings for residents. HHFD

went from a Class 5 Insurance

Services Organization rating,
1993, to a Class 3, 2009. The rat-
ings could save homeowners
and businesses money on in-
surance premiums, since the
rating is used to set re insur-
ance rates.

“This is a very positive re-
ectiononour redepartment,
water distribution system, and
9-11 communications,” Chief
Jack Collier said.

Savings could be $41 for a
$100,000 home and $78 for a
$200,000 business, of cials said.

The re department added
three new positions, a total of
39 employees. Collier hopes
for three more in 2009.

ad small increases in aggra-

Hl€enothy Handcock to the podium atakgrguretemony forveigs assaults and thefts.

The retirement of Fire
Chief Dennis Haas in May left
city of cials scrambling for a
new chief. The search ended
with Mike Baker, former San
Marcos re chief. He started
with CCFD in October.

With the exception of the
change at chief, 2008 was
much the status quo. CCFD
added no new stations, but are
planning to purchase land to
relocate a station from 1208
W, Avenue B to a location that
would better cover northern
and western areas of the city.

Baker is supported by three
battalion chiefs and a staff of
42 shift re ghters, according
to the city’'s Web site.

Contact Victor O'Brien at vo-
brien@kdhnews.com or (254)
501-7468. Herald archives con-
tributed to this report.
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NAACP, LULAC raise money to fund dreams

By Victor O’Brien
Killeen Daily Herald

Killeen's cultural heritage
groups delivered big dollars
to help locals reach dreams
in 2008 and hope 2009 will con-
tinue the trend.

NAACP partnersh

The Killeen NAACP branch
continued raising money in
2008, but Phyllis Jones, pres-
ident, said its most impor-
tant work was furthering
the group’s education mis-
sion. The NAACP partnered
with the Killeen Indepen-
dent School District for its an-
nual “Back to school, stay in
school” program.

Since most of the workshop
educators traditionally are
KISD teachers, it was a natu-
ral move facilitated by former
KISD Superintendent Dr. Jim
Hawkins, Jones said.

“The students talked about
it, the school board talked
about it, so it brought more
parents and more students
back to the program,” Jones
said. “Education is impor-
tant. It is what you need to get
through life. Educating par-
ents is the second most im-
portant thing to be done. Part-
nering with the school district
allowed us to do both in a bet-
ter way”

One of key components of
the workshops was educating
parents about how to commu-
nicate effectively with KISD
teachers and administrators
so that their similar goals of
what's best for the children
can be met without discord,
Jones said.

Killeen NAACP raised
$5,000 to fund 2008's culture,
education and health work-
shops through 500 attendees

P

Center and the Shilo Inn.

“It was a slam-dunk,” LU-
LAC foundation chairman
Raul Villaronga said.

The convention is expected
to Il'as many as 300 rooms at
Killeen hotels.

In 2008, LULAC expanded its
Cinco De Mayo and Diez y Seis
de Septiembre celebrations.
The Diez y Seis de Septiembre
was expanded from just Sept.
16 to incorporate Hispanic
Heritage Month and celebrate
seven nations throughout the
whole month, but still aimed
to hold the main event as close
to Sept. 16 as possible.

“We felt it would be more ap-
propriate it do to express the
diversity of this community;”

HeraldAVID MORR] .
R\ﬁllaronga said.

Members of the Killeen NAACP Youth Coutmecilhanfodrtas they begin the annual Fg&inco De Mayo celebra-

Luther King Jr. March through downtown on Jan. 19.

at its annual Freedom Fund
banquet held at the Plaza ho-
tel. It also gave $5,000 in schol-
arships to local high school
seniors.

The focus in 2008 was edu-
cation, but Jones said more
workshops will be the top pri-
ority in 2009. There are plans
for an economic development
series to teach everything from
balancing checkbooks to how
to operate and succeed with
a small business. The date
for a planned health fair has
not been nalized. The Free-
dom Fund Banguet was held
March 27 at the Killeen Civic
and Conference Center.

The Killeen NAACP’s Ju-
neteenth celebration is June
19-20.

The branch also celebrated
the NAACP’s 100th anniver-
sary on Feb. 12.

LULAC gets state event

Killeen will host the 2011

The announcement came
after presentations from the
local LULAC branch 4535, the
Killeen Civic and Conference

League of United Latin Amer-
ican Citizens Council, and for
LULAC 4535 that was a key
goal reached in 2008.

Glady
Casteleird,

La Cas
De Puerto
Rico’s
presiden
and
founder
greets
attendees
at a
Decembg
gala.

Herald/
STEVEN DOL

-

tion expanded with more en-
tertainers, a car show, folk-
lore performance and games
for children.

LULAC also worked with
Casa de Puerto Rico to hold

the Puerto Rican Festival
“Puerto Rico in Killeen,”
which featured arts and cul-
ture inspired by Puerto Rico,
including the award-winning

sculptor Felix Velez.

LULAC also held the rst
Texas LULAC Elderly Confer-
ence, which it hopes to expand
in 2009. The free conference
focused on insurance, health
and legal issues that affect the
elderly

“I feel very pleased with
what the foundation did to
help elderly in the state of
Texas. This is the type of thing
we should be doing,” Villar-
onga said.

Last year, LULAC delivered
$10,000 in scholarships to high
school seniors and continu-
ing education students need-
ing help for college. It was a
$2,000 increase from 2007. Vil-
laronga is optimistic the orga-
nization will be able to match
$10,000 in 2009's tough eco
nomic conditions.
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