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Everything stood still.
The moment of  silence 

Friday was a time to stop 
and remember those who 
were killed and injured 
Thursday in the largest 
mass shooting at a military 
installation — 12 soldiers 
and one civilian died and 
another 38 were wounded.

After the warning sirens 
rang at Fort Hood and the 
post was locked down, 
a suspect was shot and 
apprehended. Since then, 
details into the shooting 
investigation are being 
released each day. 

So are the many stories 
of  those who witnessed the 
tragic events and the heroes 
who saved many lives.

While the media will 
continue informing the 
public about the horri� c 
day’s events, the Killeen 
Daily Herald is taking a 
moment — a special section 
— to pay tribute to the 
victims and mourn with 
their loved ones.

In addition, the Herald 
will donate a portion of  
the proceeds from the 
advertisements in this 
section to the victims’ 
families.

This is a time to re� ect on 
all that was lost, pray for the 
healing process to begin and 
hope for better days ahead.

— Olga Peña 
Killeen Daily Herald 

Managing Editor

Medical Corps ofÞ cer 
opens Þ re; 13 killed, 
38 wounded Nov. 5
By Amanda Kim Stairrett
Killeen Daily Herald

A Medical Corps of� cer from 
Carl R. Darnall Army 
Medical Center opened � re 

at a Soldier Readiness Processing 
site Thursday afternoon, killing 13 
and wounding 38.

Maj. Nidal Malik Hasan was 
transported to Brooke Army 
Medical Center about 3 p.m. Friday 
afternoon. As of  Saturday evening, 
he was off  a ventilator, but still in 
intensive care.

Of� cials announced Thursday 
afternoon that Hasan was shot and 
killed, but corrected themselves that 
evening. 

Kimberly Munley, a Fort Hood 
civilian police of� cer, who was 
one of  the � rst to arrive on the 
scene about 1:30 p.m., was shot 
but survived and was in stable 
condition. Munley shot Hasan, 
ending his shooting spree.

The 13 bodies of  those killed in the 
shooting were honored Friday during 
a “ramp ceremony” at Robert Gray 
Army Air� eld. During the ceremony, 
the � ag-draped cof� ns were loaded 
onto a C-17 plane bound for Dover, Del.

About 300 troops participated in 
the ceremony and among those was 

�„
Timeline of events

Thursday, Nov. 5, 2009

1:30 p.m. — Shooting 
starts inside the Soldier 
Readiness Processing 
site near Battalion Avenue 
by the Clear Creek Road 
entrance to Fort Hood. 

1:40 p.m. — Bell County 
dispatchers alert 
paramedics from Bell and 
Coryell counties to “mass 
casualty situation” at Fort 
Hood.

2 p.m. — Bell County 
dispatcher reports the last 
wounded is transported.

2:20 p.m. —  Mass 
NotiÞ cation System orders 
everyone to seek shelter 
inside buildings. 

3:30 p.m. — Sound of a 
pair of gunshots heard. 

3:38 p.m. — Killeen police 
SWAT ofÞ cers and tactical 
vehicles arrive. ATF arrives 
soon after. 

4 p.m. — Lt. Gen. Robert 
Cone, III Corps and 
Fort Hood commander, 
announces the shooter was 
dead and the female ofÞ cer, 
who was the reported Þ rst 

responder, was dead.

6 p.m. — Non-military law 
enforcement leave.

7:08 p.m. — Mass 

NotiÞ cation System calls 
off the emergency.

8 p.m. — Cone retracts 
statements that the shooter 
and the female ofÞ cer died.

Tragedy strikes Fort Hood

a soldier wounded in the shooting 
who insisted upon seeing his 
friends’ remains depart, Rossi said.

Also present for the ceremony 

were Gen. George Casey Jr., 
Army chief  of  staff, and Defense 
Secretary John McHugh.

Casey said the Army will put full 

resources behind Fort Hood in the 
recovery process.

“This was a kick in the gut,” 
Casey said of  the shootings.

Herald/STEVEN DOLL

Col. (promotable) John Rossi, Fort Hood deputy commander of fires, addresses the me-
dia at a press conference outside III Corps headquarters Saturday afternoon to deliver 
the names of those killed in Thursday’s mass shooting.
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Pfc. Michael Pearson
Pearson, 22, of the 

Chicago suburb of 
Bolingbrook, Ill., quit what 
he � gured was a dead-end 
furniture company job to join 
the military about a year ago.

Pearson’s mother, 
Sheryll Pearson, said the 
2006 Bolingbrook High 
School graduate joined the 
military because he was 
eager to serve his country 
and broaden his horizons.

“He was the best son in 
the whole world,” she said. 
“He was my best friend 
and I miss him.”

His cousin, Mike 
Dostalek, showed reporters 
a poem Pearson wrote. “I 
look only to the future for 
wisdom. To rock back and 
forth in my wooden chair,” 
the poem says.

At Pearson’s family 
home Friday, a yellow 
ribbon was tied to a 
porch light and a sticker 
stamped with American 
� ags on the front door 
read, “United we stand.”

Neighbor Jessica 
Koerber, who was with 
Pearson’s parents when 
they received word 
Thursday their son had 
died, described him as a 
man who clearly loved his 
family — someone who 
enjoyed horsing around 
with his nieces and 
nephews, and other times 
playing his guitar.

“That family lost their 
gem,” she told the AP. “He 
was a great kid, a great guy. 
... Mikey was one of a kind.”

Sheryll Pearson said 
she hadn’t seen her son 
for a year because he had 
been training. She told the 
Tribune that when she last 
talked to him on the phone 
two days ago, they had 
discussed how he would 
come home for Christmas.

Hundreds gather 
at Hood Stadium

By Rebecca LaFlure
Killeen Daily Herald

F ORT HOOD — As 
people began to 
trickle out of  Hood 

Stadium Friday evening, 
Spc. James Smith stood 
alone.

He’s didn’t know the 
names of  the 13 people 
killed during the mass 
shooting at Fort Hood 
Thursday. But that part 
didn’t matter, he said.

“They’re still soldiers,” 
Smith said, as he grasped 
a single white candle and 
watched the � ame burn.

“It’s our duty to support 
them.”

Hundreds of  soldiers, 
Army spouses and their 
children huddled at Hood 
Stadium Friday to honor 
the victims of  the worst 
attack ever on a military 
installation.

Some sought comfort. 
Others came to pray. Most 
were still struggling to 
make sense of  the tragedy.

“We have grieving 
people once again at Fort 
Hood. It’s no stranger to 
us,” Col. Mike Lembke, III 
Corps chaplain, said at the 
candlelight vigil.

“We know standing 
shoulder to shoulder as an 
Army family is the right 
thing to do. We know in the 
midst of  tears there could 
be laughter and joy. There 
could be hope.”

At 1:30 p.m. Thursday, a 
Fort Hood of� cer opened 
� re at a Soldier Readiness 
Processing site, killing 13 and 
sending 30 to the hospital.

Maj. Gen. Douglas 
Carver, the Army chief  
of  chaplains, commended 
the � rst responders who 
arrived at the scene and 
encouraged the Fort Hood 
community to lean on each 
other for support.

“Remember to keep 

�„

Hundreds gather for vigils

breathing,” Carver said. 
“Keep going.”

Jenny Suarez, wrapped in 
a camou� age blanket, sat on 
the stadium bleachers, and 
cried. Suarez said she was 
driving onto post when the 
shooting occurred.

“Where it happened, all of  
our husbands and wives go 
through there. Every single 
person on this base has 
been there,” said Suarez, an 
Army spouse who lives at 
Fort Hood.

“There’s so few of  us that 
understand the military life. 
We need to band together 
when something like this 
happens.”

Smith stood on the Hood 
Stadium bleachers until his 
candle � ickered out.

He was in the Warrior 
Leaders Course building, 
located behind the Soldier 
Readiness Processing site, 
when he heard gunshots.

Immediately, Smith 
helped gather all the Army 
medics in the building, 
and prepared them to go 
assist victims at the scene. 
Instead, they all spent the 
next six hours locked in a 
classroom.

“I came to re� ect on the 
fallen and the injured,” he 
said. “My fallen comrades.”

Contact Rebecca LaFlure 
at rlaß ure@kdhnews.com or 
(254) 501-7548.

Herald/STEVEN DOLL

Soldiers l ight candles at a vigil Friday at Hood Stadium for the 
victims of Thursday’s shooting that left 13 dead.
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Capt. John Gaffaney
Gaffaney, 56, was a 

psychiatric nurse who 
worked for San Diego 
County, Calif., for more than 
20 years and arrived at Fort 
Hood the day before the 
shooting to prepare for a 
deployment to Iraq.

Gaffaney, who was born 
in Williston, N.D., served 
in the Navy and later the 
California National Guard 
as a younger man, his family 
said. After the Sept. 11 
terrorist attacks, he tried to 
sign up again for military 
service. Although the Army 
Reserves at � rst declined, 
he got the call about two 
years ago asking him to 
rejoin, said his close friend 
and co-worker Stephanie 
Powell.

“He wanted to help the 
boys in Iraq and Afghanistan 
deal with the trauma of what 
they were seeing,” Powell 
said. “He was an honorable 
man. He just wanted to 
serve in any way he can.”

His family described him 
as an avid baseball card 
collector and fan of the San 
Diego Padres who liked 
to read military novels and 
ride his Harley-Davidson 
motorcycle.

Gaffaney supervised a 
team of six social workers, 
including Powell, at the 
county’s Adult Protective 
Services department. Ellen 
Schmeding, assistant 
deputy director for the 
county’s Health and Human 
Services Agency, said 
Gaffaney was a strong 
leader. He is survived by a 
wife and a son.

Herald/STEVEN DOLL

ABOVE: Ken Adams, associate pastor at Lifeway Fellowship Church, leads attendees of a prayer vigil for the victims of Thursday’s mass shooting at Fort Hood.
BELOW: Wendy Gray of Florence clutches her necklace as she prays at Lifeway Fellowship Church Friday morning.

By Mason W. Canales
Killeen Daily Herald

The Lifeway Fellowship Church 
offered a prayer service early Friday 
to lift the spirits of  those suffering 
from the mass shooting at Fort Hood 
Thursday afternoon.

“It is just a prayer service,” said 
Ken Adams, Lifeway Fellowship 
Church associate pastor. “Just like 
every other church in this community, 
we are connected to Fort Hood.”

About 30 people attended to pray 
within the walls of  the Lifeway 
Church. People splintered into three 
smaller groups so each person could 
have a chance to voice their prayers.

“Thank you, Lord, for protecting 
the ones, that you protected,” one 
woman prayed. “We pray for those 

who have lost loved ones and who are 
injured.”

There is a power behind praying, 
Adams said. It � lls you with answers 

when there are no answers especially 
in a situation like this, he said.

“We � nd it very important that 
prayer is the only way to give that 

sustenance and God is the only 
answer,” Adams said.

John LaGrane, a Lifeway 
congregation member, wouldn’t 
have missed the opportunity to pray 
for those suffering; even though, he 
personally didn’t know any of  the 
victims.

“Prayer to the Lord is vital to 
healing,” LaGrane said. “When we 
are praying as a community; we will 
be heard.”

The prayer service was a chance 
for those suffering to start healing.

“Our belief  is that God gives you 
the will and power to get through 
this,” Adams said.

Contact Mason W. Canales at 
mcanales@kdhnews.com or (254) 
501-7554.

Power of prayer starts healing process for community
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Michael Grant Cahill
Cahill, a 62-year-

old physician assistant, 
suffered a heart attack two 
weeks ago and returned 
to work at the base as 
a civilian employee after 
taking just one week off 
for recovery, said his 
daughter Keely Vanacker.

“He survived that. He 
was getting back on track, 
and he gets killed by a 
gunman,” Vanacker said, 
her words bare with shock 
and disbelief.

Cahill, of Cameron, 
Texas, helped treat 
soldiers returning from 
tours of duty or preparing 
for deployment. Often, 
Vanacker said, Cahill 
would walk young soldiers 
where they needed to go, 
just to make sure they got 
the right treatment.

“He loved his patients, 
and his patients loved 
him,” said Vanacker, 33, 
the oldest of Cahill’s three 
adult children. “He just felt 
his job was important.”

Cahill, who was born 
in Spokane, Wash., had 
worked as a civilian 
contractor at Fort Hood 
for about four years, after 
jobs in rural health clinics 
and at Veterans Affairs 
hospitals. He and his wife, 
Joleen, had been married 
37 years.

Vanacker described her 
father as a gregarious man 
and a voracious reader 
who could talk for hours 
about any subject.

The family’s typical 
Thanksgiving dinners 
ended with board games 
and long conversations 
over the table, said 
Vanacker, whose 
voice often cracked 
with emotion as she 
remembered her father. 
“Now, who I am going to 
talk to?”

Sgt. Amy Krueger
Krueger, 29, of Kiel, 

Wis., joined the Army after 
the 2001 terrorist attacks 
and had vowed to take 
on Osama bin Laden, her 
mother, Jeri Krueger said.

Amy Krueger arrived 
at Fort Hood Tuesday 
and was scheduled to 
be sent to Afghanistan 
in December, her mother 
told the Herald Times 
Reporter of Manitowoc.

Jeri Krueger recalled 
telling her daughter that 
she could not take on bin 
Laden by herself.

“Watch me,” her 
daughter replied.

Kiel High School 
Principal Dario Talerico 
told The Associated Press 
that Krueger graduated 
from the school in 1998 
and had spoken at least 
once to local elementary 
school students about her 
career.

“I just remember that 
Amy was a very good kid, 
who like most kids in a 
small town are just looking 
for what their next step in 
life was going to be and 
she chose the military,” 
Talerico said. “Once she 
got into the military, she 
really connected with that 
kind of lifestyle and was 
really proud to serve her 
country.”

Special to the Daily Herald

I n this week’s address, President 
Barack Obama expressed his 
sadness for the tragedy at Fort 

Hood and praised the sel� ess valor 
of  those who came to the aid of  the 
wounded. While the nation mourns 
the heartbreaking violence, it is also 
a time to honor the heroism of  the 
soldiers and civilians who rushed 
to help their comrades. That is the 
heroism that makes the U.S. military 
the � nest in the world, the White 
House said in a statement. Below is 
the text of  Obama’s speech:

“I’d like to speak with you for a few 
minutes today about the tragedy that 
took place at Fort Hood. This past 
Thursday, on a clear Texas afternoon, 
an Army psychiatrist walked into 
the Soldier Readiness Processing 
Center, and began shooting his fellow 
soldiers.

“It is an act of  violence that would 
have been heartbreaking had it 
occurred anyplace in America. It is 

a crime that would have horri� ed 
us had its victims been Americans 
of  any background. But it’s all the 
more heartbreaking and all the 
more despicable because of  the place 
where it occurred and the patriots 
who were its victims.

“The SRP is where our men and 
women in uniform go before getting 
deployed. It’s where they get their 

teeth checked and their medical 
records updated and make sure 
everything is in order before getting 
shipped out. It was in this place, on 
a base where our soldiers ought to 
feel most safe, where those brave 
Americans who are preparing to risk 
their lives in defense of  our nation, 
lost their lives in a crime against our 
nation.

“Soldiers stationed in Iraq, 
Afghanistan, and around the world 
called and e-mailed loved ones at 
Fort Hood, all expressing the same 
stunned reaction: I’m supposed to be 
the one in harm’s way, not you.

“Thursday’s shooting was one of  
the most devastating ever committed 
on an American military base. 
And yet, even as we saw the worst 
of  human nature on full display, 
we also saw the best of  America. 
We saw soldiers and civilians alike 
rushing to aid fallen comrades; 
tearing off  bullet-riddled clothes 
to treat the injured; using blouses 
as tourniquets; taking down the 
shooter even as they bore wounds 
themselves.

“We saw soldiers bringing to bear 
on our own soil the skills they had 
been trained to use abroad; skills 
that been honed through years of  
determined effort for one purpose 
and one purpose only: to protect and 

Obama praises selß ess valor of responders
“Thursday’s shooting was one of the most devastatin g 
ever committed on an American military base. And 
yet, even as we saw the worst of human nature on 
full display, we also saw the best of America. We 

saw soldiers and civilians alike rushing to aid fal len 
comrades; tearing off bullet-riddled clothes to tre at 

the injured; using blouses as tourniquets; taking d own 
the shooter even as they bore wounds themselves.”

President Barack Obama

Continued, Page 7
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Spc. Jason 
Dean Hunt

Hunt, 22, of 
Frederick, Okla., went 
into the military after 
graduating from Tipton 
High School in 2005 
and had gotten married 
just two months ago, 
his mother, Gale Hunt, 
said. 

He had served 
3 1/2 years in the 
Army, including a stint 
in Iraq.

Gale Hunt said two 
uniformed soldiers 
came to her door late 
Thursday night to notify 
her of her son’s death.

Hunt, known as 
J.D., was “just kind 
of a quiet boy and a 
good kid, very kind,” 
said Kathy Gray, an 
administrative assistant 
at Tipton Schools.

His mother said he 
was family oriented.

“He didn’t go in for 
hunting or sports,” Gale 
Hunt said. “He was 
a very quiet boy who 
enjoyed video games.”

He had re-enlisted for 
six years after serving 
his initial two-year 
assignment, she said. 

Jason Hunt was 
previously stationed 
at Fort Stewart in 
Georgia.

“I am deeply 
saddened by the 
tragic events today 
at Fort Hood. 
My thoughts and 
prayers are with the families 
of the fallen, the wounded 
and all those touched by this 
incident.”

Defense Secretary Robert Gates

“This is a terrible 
tragedy that we will 
know more about in the 
coming days. For now 
our focus is squarely 
on taking care of our 
soldiers and their families. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with the 
families and friends of those who 
have been killed and wounded.”

Army Secretary John M. McHugh

“I am deeply saddened 
by the news of the 
shooting at Fort Hood 
today. My thoughts 
and prayers — and 
those of every other 
member of our Armed Forces — go 
out to the wounded, to the families 
of those killed, and to all those 
stationed at Fort Hood.”

Navy Adm. Mike Mullen

defend the United States of  
America.

“We saw the valor, 
sel� essness, and unity of  
purpose that make our 
servicemen and women the 
� nest � ghting force on Earth; 
that make the United States 
military the best the world 
has ever known; and that 
make all of  us proud to be 
Americans.

“On Friday, I met with 
FBI Director Mueller, 
Defense Secretary Gates, 
and representatives of  the 
relevant agencies to discuss 
their ongoing investigation 
into what led to this terrible 
crime. And I’ll continue to be 
in close contact with them as 
new information comes in.

“We cannot fully know 
what leads a man to do such 
a thing. But what we do 
know is that our thoughts 
are with every single one 
of  the men and women who 
were injured at Fort Hood. 
Our thoughts are with all the 
families who’ve lost a loved 
one in this national tragedy. 
And our thoughts are with all 
the Americans who wear — 
or who’ve worn — the proud 
uniform of  the United States 
of  America; our soldiers, 
sailors, airmen, Marines, and 
coast guardsmen, and the 
military families who love 
and support them.

“In tribute to those who 
fell a Fort Hood, I’ve ordered 
� ags � ying over the White 
House, and other federal 
buildings to be lowered 
to half-staff  from now 
until Veterans Day next 
Wednesday. Veterans Day is 
our chance to honor those 
Americans who’ve served on 
battle� elds from Lexington 
to Antietam, Normandy to 

Manila, Inchon to Khe Sanh, 
Ramadi to Kandahar.

“They are Americans 
of  every race, faith, and 
station. They are Christians 
and Muslims, Jews and 
Hindus and nonbelievers. 
They are descendents of  
immigrants and immigrants 
themselves. They re� ect the 
diversity that makes this 
America. But what they 

share is a patriotism like no 
other. What they share is a 
commitment to country that 
has been tested and proved 
worthy. What they share 
is the same un� inching 
courage, unblinking 
compassion, and uncommon 
camaraderie that the 
soldiers and civilians of  
Fort Hood showed America 

and showed the world.
“These are the men and 

women we honor today. 
These are the men and 
women we’ll honor on 
Veterans Day. And these 
are the men and women we 
shall honor every day, in 
times of  war and times of  
peace, so long as our nation 
endures.”

Continued from Page 6

AP/RON EDMONDS

President Barack Obama  spoke about the tragedy at Fort Hood during his weekly Internet and Radio address Saturday.
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Staff Sgt. Justin 
M. DeCrow

DeCrow, 32, was 
helping train soldiers on 
how to help new veterans 
with paperwork and had 
felt safe on the Army post.

“He was on a base,” his 
wife, Marikay DeCrow, said 
in a telephone interview 
from the couple’s home in 
Evans, Ga. “They should 
be safe there. They should 
be safe.”

His wife said she wanted 
everyone to know what a 
loving man he was. The 
couple have a 13-year-old 
daughter, Kylah.

“He was well loved by 
everyone,” she said through 
sobs. “He was a loving 
father and husband and he 
will be missed by all.”

The couple were high 
school sweethearts who 
married in 1996. Marikay 
DeCrow said her husband 
was � rst stationed at Fort 
Gordon in 2000, and she 
had hoped they would 
reunite at their home in 
nearby Evans when another 
post there opened up.

DeCrow was stationed 
in Korea from September 
2008 to August. He left in 
September to go to Fort 
Hood.

His father, Daniel 
DeCrow, of Fulton, Ind., 
said he talked to his son 
last week to ask him how 
things were going at Fort 
Hood.

“As usual, the last words 
out of my mouth to him 
were that I was proud of 
him,” he said. “That’s what 
I said to him every time 
— that I loved him and I 
was proud of what he 
was doing. I can carry that 
around in my heart.”

 “My heart goes out 
to the victims of the 
tragedy that occurred 
today at Fort Hood, 
as well as their 
families. Fort Hood is one of our 
largest military installations, 
and a place that has long been a 
source of pride for Texans ...”

 U.S. Sen. John Cornyn

“The Texas 
family suffered a 
signi� cant loss 
today with the 
tragedy at Fort 
Hood. Along with all Texans, 
Anita and I are keeping those 
affected by today’s incidents in 
our thoughts and prayers.”

Gov. Rick Perry

“I am shocked and 
saddened by today’s 
outburst of violence 
at Fort Hood that has 
cost seven of our brave 
service members their 
lives and has gravely injured 
others. My heart goes out to their 
loved ones ...”

U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison

By Amanda Kim Stairrett
Killeen Daily Herald

F ORT HOOD — Calls 
came in to 911 at about 
1:23 p.m. Thursday.

Word was an active shooter 
was in the area between 
Howze Theater and Soldier 
Readiness Processing site. 
Kimberly Munley, a Fort Hood 
civilian police of� cer, was in 
the immediate vicinity.

At 1:27 p.m. she arrived 
on scene and saw injured, 
frightened people. She heard 
the shooter was in a courtyard 
between two buildings at the 
processing center. Rounding 
the corner, she saw an injured 
soldier on the ground. The 
shooter turned toward her and 
charged. 

The 5-foot, 2-inch of� cer 
held her ground. She and the 
shooter � red their weapons, 
hitting each other at the same 
time. Munley was struck in 
the legs and wrist. The shooter 
in the torso. 

“She did what she was 
trained to do,” Munley’s boss 
said Friday afternoon at Fort 
Hood. 

Of� cials reported Friday 
evening that Munley wasn’t 
the only law enforcement 
of� cial to quickly arrive on the 
scene. 

Col. (promotable) John 
Rossi, Fort Hood deputy 
commander for � res, said that 
Sr. Sgt. Mark Todd also arrived 
on scene at about the same 
time. 

Both he and Munley 
engaged the shooter, Rossi 
said. Todd is a retired military 
police of� cer. 

When of� cials started 
telling the story of  what 
happened that Thursday, the 
� rst responders stood out. 
They, and as reported, Munley, 
were the � rst ones on the 
scene. Of� cials said Munley 
was the � rst one to shoot 
the suspect who was later 
identi� ed as Maj. Nidal Malik 
Hasan, a psychiatrist at Carl R. 
Darnall Army Medical Center. 

Munley was a topic of  
interest for the public and the 
media swarm that descended 
upon Central Texas, but 
of� cials said little of  who 
this mystery of� cer was until 
Friday.

Munley’s boss, Chuck 

Medley, director of  Fort Hood 
Emergency Services, talked 
about her efforts.

“She saved, in my mind no 
doubt, countless lives,” Medley 
said. 

Munley is a Fort Hood 
police of� cer, but not a 
military police soldier. Fort 
Hood employs civilian police 
of� cers to maintain the force 
needed to patrol the post. 

Munley is a member of  the 
Fort Hood Police Department’s 
SWAT team, a weapons expert 
and “very, very, very physically 
� t,” Medley said. Though she’s 
short in stature, “don’t let that 
fool you,” he added. 

Munley has been on the 

Fort Hood force since January 
2008 and is 35 years old. Her 
husband is a soldier at Fort 
Bragg, N.C., and was en 
route to Fort Hood Thursday 
afternoon to be with her. 

The of� cer was shot in the 
left leg and knee, and surgeons 
at Metroplex worked Friday to 
remove bullets from her right 
thigh.

Medley visited Munley 
in the hospital early Friday 
morning and said she was in 
extremely high spirits. She 
joked that the bullet wounds 
on her arm were a “minor 
scratch.” Of� cials said that 
Munley would fully recover 
from her injuries. 

Col. Steven Braverman, 
commander of  Carl R. Darnall 
Army Medical Center, praised 
the efforts of  � rst responders 
like Munley, calling them 
“heroic.”

Contact Amanda Kim 
Stairrett at astair@kdhnews.
com or (254) 501-7547.

AP/TWITTER

Sgt. Kimberly Munley ended 
the shooting spree at Fort 
Hood Thursday when she shot 
and wounded alleged shooter 
Maj. Nidal Malik Hasan. Munley 
was wounded in the shooting, 
and was recovering Saturday in 
stable condition.

Munley’s heroics saved many lives
The 5-foot, 2-inch of� cer held her ground. 
She and the shooter � red their weapons, 

hitting each other at the same time. 
Munley was struck in the legs and wrist. 

The shooter in the torso.
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Juanita Warman
Warman, 55, was a 

military physician assistant 
with two daughters and 
six grandchildren.

A half-sister, Kristina 
Rightweiser, said Warman 
was from a military family. 
Their father, who died 
in 2007, was a “career 
military man,” Rightweiser 
served in the Air Force, 
and Rightweiser’s brother 
is in the Coast Guard. 

Warman “loved the 
Army and loved her family 
very much,” she said in 
a message sent through 
Facebook.

Another sister, Margaret 
Yaggie of Roaring 
Branch in north-central 
Pennsylvania, told the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
that Warman attended 
Pittsburgh Langley High 
School and put herself 
through school at the 
University of Pittsburgh. 
She said Warman spent 
most of her career in the 
military.

“I am saddened by the tragic events that occurred a t Fort Hood this afternoon. My thoughts and 
prayers are with the soldiers and families affected  by these terrible acts of violence. I ask that 
everyone continue to support our soldiers and their  families during this dif� cult time.”

State Rep. Jimmie Don Aycock,  R-Killeen

By Amanda Kim Stairrett
Killeen Daily Herald

F ORT HOOD — 
Accounts are starting 
to emerge from 

Thursday’s shooting at Fort 
Hood, from � rst responders 
to health care providers 
at Carl R. Darnall Army 
Medical Center.

Sgt. Andrew Hagerman, 
a Fort Hood military 
policeman, escorted in a 
police car the � rst ambulance 
on scene. That ambulance 
would transport Kimberly 
Munley, the � rst of� cer 
to respond, who shot the 
suspect, Maj. Malik Hasan.

Munley was shot, too, and 
Hagerman said it was in the 
upper leg and thigh region. 
He didn’t know how many 
times Munley was shot, he 
said Friday.

Hagerman was also on 
scene as medics treated 
Hasan. He said the suspect 
was unconscious and in 
handcuffs, and they were 
then removed so care could 
be administered. Hasan’s 
two handguns were laying 
on the ground beside him, 

Hagerman said.
He pointed out that 

regardless of  whether Hasan 
was a suspect, the medics did 
what they had to do to save 
a life.

The sergeant is a soldier 
in the 89th Military Police 
Brigade who has deployed 
to combat in 2005 and 2007, 
and described the scene as 
controlled chaos.

When Hagerman � rst 
heard shots, he said his ears 
perked up and he started 
moving toward the � re. A 
soldier’s training comes into 
play, he said. “That’s what 
you do. That’s what you’re 
trained for.”

There were a lot of  
moving pieces at the scene, 
with soldiers helping other 
soldiers, he said. Though he 
wouldn’t identify what unit 
patches soldiers at the site 
wore, he said they were from 

across Fort Hood.
Hagerman described the 

scene in relation to what he’d 
seen in combat and said one 
wouldn’t usually see that 
many dead and wounded, 
adding it is expected “more 
in combat than you do here.”

Hagerman escorted ambulance 
that carried Munley to hospital

AP/LM OTERO

Military Police Sgt. Andrew Hagerman of Lewisville pauses while 
he speaks to reporters describing his encounter with Maj. Nidal 
Malik Hasan. Hagerman was one of the first people on the scene 
after the shooting that left 13 people dead.

When Hagerman � rst heard shots, he said 
his ears perked up and he started moving 
toward the � re. ... “That’s what you do. 
That’s what you’re trained for.”
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Pfc. Kham Xiong
Xiong, 23, of St. Paul, 

Minn., was a father of 
three whose family had a 
history of military service.

Xiong’s father, Chor 
Xiong, is a native of 
Laos who fought the Viet 
Cong alongside the CIA 
in 1972; Chor’s father, 
Kham’s grandfather, also 
fought with the CIA; and 
Kham’s brother, Nelson, 
is a Marine serving in 
Afghanistan.

“I very mad,” Xiong’s 
father said Friday. Through 
snif� es and tears, he 
said his son died for “no 
reason” and he has a hard 
time believing Kham is 
gone.

Kham Xiong was 
preparing to deploy to 
Afghanistan, and his 
sister Mee Xiong said the 
family would be able to 
understand if he would 
have died in battle.

“He didn’t get to go 
overseas and do what 
he’s supposed to do, and 
he’s dead ... killed by our 
own people,” Mee Xiong 
said.

Xiong was one of 11 
siblings and came to the 
U.S. when he was just a 
toddler. He grew up in 
California, then moved to 
Minnesota with the family 
about 10 years ago, Chor 
Xiong said.

He was married and 
had three children ages 
4, 2 and 10 months. His 
wife, Shoua, said they 
started dating in eighth 
grade, and the last time 
she saw her husband was 
Thursday morning at their 
Texas home.

She said he gave 
everyone a kiss and 
went to work. “It was an 
ordinary day,” she said. 
After she heard about 
the shooting, she tried to 
call him, but never got an 
answer.

At 3 a.m. Friday, the 
doorbell rang.

“My heart dropped. 
I knew the reason they 
were here, but I asked 
them to tell me he was 
OK,” she said.

Look for 
continuing 
coverage 

online at www.
kdhnews.com 
or follow us on 

Twitter at twitter.
com/kdhnews/

Group gathers at 
Survivor Outreach 
Services building
By Hailey Persinger
Killeen Daily Herald

F ORT HOOD — When 
a television anchor 
announced that at 

least seven people had 
been killed at Fort Hood 
on Thursday, Melissa 
McGinnis turned to her 
sister. 

“At least,” she said, her 
head shaking, her eyes wide 
in disbelief. “How can they 
just say it like that?”

The two girls, along with 
30 others, sat just a few 
miles across post from the 
site where of� cials say 
Maj. Nidal Malik Hasan 
unloaded more than 40 
rounds of  ammunition 
from two handguns, killing 
13 and wounding 30 more 
before he was wounded. 

The group met at 
the Survivor Outreach 
Services building Thursday 
afternoon for a trip to the 
post’s � ight simulators — a 
trip that was canceled when 
of� cials put Fort Hood on 
lockdown for more than � ve 
hours. Instead, the group of  
Gold Star family members 
— mothers, fathers, siblings 
and children of  fallen 
soldiers — watched the 
scene unfold as memories 
of  their own losses came 
� ooding back. 

“They think it’s easy,” 
McGinnis said, referring to 
the experience of  hearing 
the knock at the door or 
the ring of  the phone from 
military of� cials with news 
of  a loved one’s death. “But 
it’s hard for the families. 

�„

They just say it like it’s so 
easy.” 

While some in the Gold 
Star family experienced 
their losses years ago, 
hearing the death toll, 
which seemed to rise 
hourly from seven to nine 
and � nally to 13, reopened 
wounds. A new pain, 
however, settled in the heart 
of  Beverley Clark. 

As she stood outside a 
room full of  people with 
eyes � xed on the TV screen, 
thoughts of  the families and 
countless friends affected by 
Thursday’s shooting began 

to tug on her heart. 
“I get upset,” she said, 

her eyes � lling with 
tears. “Because that’s 
going to be another 12 
families devastated. Just 
devastated.” 

Together in grief
That initial devastation 

is what binds Gold Star 

families. These men, 
women and children 
support each other through 
the months of  shock and 
grief  of  losing a loved one. 

Even after the heart 
wrenching, tear-jerking 
pain gives way to the ache 
of  acceptance, the families 
stay together, waiting with 
open hearts to support 
those who will inevitably 

experience the same type 
of  loss. 

“It’s a different 
perspective you have about 
this,” said Doug Duerksen, 
a support coordinator for 
the program and Gold 
Star father who lost his 
daughter. 

He looked back at his 

“Jill and I join the president and Michelle in expr essing our sympathies to the families of the 
brave soldiers who fell today. We are all praying f or those who were wounded and hoping for 
their full and speedy recovery. Our thoughts and pr ayers are also with the entire Fort Hood 
community as they deal with this senseless tragedy.”

Vice President Joe Biden

Shooting stirs memories for Gold Star families

Herald/STEVEN DOLL

Beverley Clark wipes away tears following a prayer for the victims of Thursday’s mass shooting at Fort Hood as she watches TV for 
updates on the event at the Survivor Outreach Services building Thursday.

Continued, Page 11
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Francheska Velez
Velez, 21, of 

Chicago, was pregnant 
and preparing to return 
home. A friend of 
Velez’s, Sasha Ramos, 
described her as a 
fun-loving person who 
wrote poetry and loved 
dancing.

“She was like my 
sister,” Ramos, 21, said. 
“She was the most fun 
and happy person you 
could know. She never 
did anything wrong to 
anybody.”

Family members 
said Velez had 
recently returned from 
deployment in Iraq and 
had sought a lifelong 
career in the Army.

“She was a very 
happy girl and sweet,” 
said her father, Juan 
Guillermo Velez, his 
eyes red from crying. 
“She had the spirit of a 
child.”

Ramos, who also 
served briefly in the 
military, couldn’t 
reconcile that her 
friend was killed in 
this country just after 
leaving a war zone.

“It makes it a lot 
harder,” she said. 
“This is not something 
a soldier expects — 
to have someone in 
our uniform go start 
shooting at us.”

 “I am shocked and very deeply saddened by the events that occurred at Fort Hood today. Those 
soldiers are America’s heroes that protect our free doms worldwide, and to have one of their 
own turn on them deeply saddens me. And my family’s  prayers and thoughts go out to all of the 
parties involved — the victims, their families and their friends. This is a very dark and sad day 
for Central Texas.” 

 Scott Cosper,  Killeen mayor pro tem

Herald/STEVEN DOLL

Gold Star family members, who have lost a solider in action, Survivor Outreach Services staff members, and soldiers are led in prayer for the victims of Thursday’s 
mass shooting incident at Fort Hood.

desk at a framed drawing of  
her in front of  an American 
ß ag and continued. ÒOur 
reaction is ÔthatÕs a family. 
ThereÕs a family thatÕs going 
to get a visit. ThereÕs a family 
thatÕs going to get a call.ÕÓ

The Gold Star program is 
ready for those families, he 

said. Ready to accept them, 
ready to love them and 
ready to help them heal. 

Sarah Hester, a former 
soldier whose husband was 
killed during a deployment 
to Iraq three years ago, said 
that though her own pain 
has receded, she aches for 
her new Gold Star family 
members. 

ÒIt makes you think of  
when they Þ rst knock on 
your door,Ó she said. ÒAnd 
itÕs heartbreaking to know 
that we will see them here.Ó 

So they wait. The people 
who have recovered from 
devastating loss wait to 
support and walk through 
the grieving process with 

families of  the 13 soldiers 
who were killed Thursday 
afternoon.

ÒWeÕre a family,Ó 
Duerksen said. ÒNone of  us 
wanted to be in this family 
but weÕre here.Ó 

Contact Hailey Persinger 
at haileyp@kdhnews.com or 
(254) 501-7568.

Continued from Page 10 “We’re a family. None of us wanted to be 
in this family but we’re here.”

Doug Duerksen, gold star father

11Sunday, November 8, 2009A MOMENT OF SILENCE



www.kdhnews.com • Killeen Daily Herald

Pfc. Aaron Thomas 
Nemelka

Nemelka, 19, of the Salt 
Lake City suburb of West 
Jordan, Utah, chose to 
join the Army instead of 
going on a mission for The 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, his uncle 
Christopher Nemelka said.

“As a person, Aaron 
was as soft and kind 
and as gentle as they 
come, a sweetheart,” his 
uncle said. “What I loved 
about the kid was his 
independence of thought.”

Aaron Nemelka was 
proud to serve and felt 
keenly the responsibility 
of representing his nation 
and his family, said another 
uncle, Michael Blades. 
Blades said several 
relatives of Nemelka’s were 
in the military, including a 
grandfather who served 
in the Korean War and 
received a Purple Heart.

“He felt it was his duty to 
stand with them in defense 
of our country,” Blades said.

Aaron Nemelka, the 
youngest of four children, 
was scheduled to be 
deployed to Afghanistan 
in January, his family said. 
He had enlisted in the 
Army in October 2008, 
Utah National Guard Lt. 
Col. Lisa Olsen said.

Blades said Nemelka 
had a tremendous love 
for his family and a deep 
sense of duty.

“His mission is 
completed,” Blades said, 
his voice breaking. “He 
now serves a higher 
calling in heaven.”

 “My condolences go out to the soldiers and the fam ilies affected by this horri� c event. The soldiers 
at Fort Hood are the � nest in the world and have o ur deepest gratitude for their service and 
sacri� ce. Our thoughts and prayers are with the so ldiers and their families tonight.”

U.S. Rep. John Carter

By Victor O’Brien
Killeen Daily Herald

Central Texas’ � rst 
responders rallied to 
the aid of  America’s 

soldiers when chaos erupted 
after a mass shooting at Fort 
Hood Thursday.

Paramedics from Killeen, 
Copperas Cove and Harker 
Heights rushed onto Fort 
Hood about 1:45 p.m. 
Thursday when dispatchers 
alerted emergency of� cials 
to the immense loss of  life 
expected. 

At the center of  crime 
where the bodies lay inside 
a building, FBI and Fort 
Hood Criminal Investigation 
Division agents assessed and 
processed the scene. 

Outside, local, state and 
federal law enforcement 
positioned themselves to 
create a perimeter around 
the crime scene. 

Justice of  the Peace 
Garland Potvin experienced 
the carnage at the Luby’s 
massacre in 1991 while a 
state trooper. He witnessed 
the chaos Thursday from 
inside the perimeter. 

He pronounced all of  the 
deceased on post and several 
more at local hospitals.

“I have a lot of  respect for 
how they treated persons at 
the scene, both the injured 
and the witnesses,” Potvin 
said of  all responders. 

Potvin described the 
investigation as thorough and 
comprehensive. He arrived at 
3 p.m., but waited to pronounce 
the dead while investigators 
� nished a detailed check of  the 
crime scene.

“I saw some on hands and 
knees searching grass” for 

evidence, shell casings and 
blood, Potvin said.

The local support for Fort 
Hood continued throughout 
Killeen where Temple and 
Killeen police of� cers secured 
Maj. Nidal Malik Hasan’s 
apartment in the 1800 block 
of  North Fourth Street. 
FBI agents investigated the 
apartment once an Explosive 

Ordnance Device team 
cleared the scene. 

KPD remained at the 
scene backing up FBI agents 
until 1 a.m., Killeen police 
spokeswoman Carroll Smith 
said. 

The FBI released only 
a brief  statement Friday 
saying they are “aggressively 
investigating all aspects of  

Maj. Hasan,” FBI spokesman 
Erik Vasys said. The crime 
scene at Fort Hood consisted 
of  several layers of  security 
Thursday. SWAT of� cers 
from local departments and 
the ATF formed a layer of  
security around the crime 
scene investigators and also 
aided in clearing several 
buildings. 

On the next layer, 3rd 
Armored Cavalry Regiment 
soldiers patrolled around the 
perimeter beyond parking 
lots that surrounded two 
sides of  the buildings next 
to the Soldier Readiness 
Processing Center. 

Military police barricaded 
the roads. Meanwhile, 
paramedics were staged at 
positions throughout Fort 
Hood to treat additional 
casualties until all the 
wounded were accounted for 
by 5:30 p.m. 

At the gates of  Fort Hood, 
state troopers, Copperas Cove
police, and Coryell County 
Sheriff ’s Of� ce assisted with 
the lockdown, halting any 
traf� c on or off  post. 

A SWAT team from Harker 
Heights received support 
calls at about 2:30 p.m. and 
stayed long into evening at 
the scene. The last of� cers 
returned home shortly after 
9 p.m., Harker Heights Police 
Chief  Mike Gentry said. 

More local of� cers 
remained on standby in 
Killeen, Harker Heights and 
Copperas Cove throughout 
the evening. 

“We did everything we 
could do, police, � re and 
EMS, as did every other 
agency in the area. It was a 
group effort. We all helped,” 
Gentry said. 

Contact Victor O’Brien at 
vobrien@kdhnews.com or 
(254) 501-7468.

Local ofÞ cials respond quickly to shooting

Herald/DAVID MORRIS

Officers from the Kil leen Police Department wait for Fort Hood’s Explosive Ordnance Device team 
to arrive at the apartment of Maj. Nidal Malik Hasan late Thursday as they prepare to search his 
residence following the mass shooting at Fort Hood.
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Maj. L. Eduardo 
Caraveo

Caraveo, 52, arrived 
in the United States in 
his teens from Ciudad 
Juarez, Mexico, knowing 
very little English said 
his son, also named 
Eduardo Caraveo.

He earned his 
doctorate in psychology 
from the University of 
Arizona and worked with 
bilingual special-needs 
students at Tucson-area 
schools before entering 
private practice.

His son told the 
Arizona Daily Star in 
Tucson that Caraveo 
had arrived at Fort Hood 
on Wednesday and was 
preparing to deploy to 
Afghanistan. 

Eduardo Caraveo 
spoke to the newspaper 
from his mother’s 
Tucson home.

His father’s Web 
site says he offered 
marriage seminars with 
a company based in 
Woodbridge, Va.

“I wish to express my 
heartfelt condolences to 
the families and friends of  
those killed or wounded in 
the tragic shooting on Fort 
Hood. The soldiers, family 
members and civilian 
employees here share a 
common commitment to 
serve our nation and a 
common bond to care for 
each other. In many ways 
we are family. It is this 
bond and this commitment 
that make us Army Strong. 

“Included in those killed 
or wounded were mobilized 
soldiers from the U.S. Army 
Reserve and the Army 
National Guard. We in 
Division West make it our 
solemn commitment to 
provide the best training, 
care, and mentorship we 
can provide for these noble 
citizen soldiers as they pass 
through the gates of  Fort 
Hood to serve our nation 
overseas. These mobilized 
soldiers are part of  our 
family, as are their loved 
ones back home. 

“We will work very 
closely with the leadership 
in their home states to 
ensure we do everything we 
can to care for our wounded 
and provide compassionate 
care and counseling to the 
loved ones of  our fallen 
comrades.”

Maj. Gen. Charles 
Anderson

Commanding General of  
First Army Division West

“A message to friends, 
families, and loved ones ... 
To the families and soldiers 
of  the Wagonmaster Team. 
I am saddened with you 
over the loss of  life on Fort 
Hood. Let me assure you 
that the full support of  the 
Fort Hood community, our 
surrounding cities, and 
our Rear Detachment are 
standing ready to assist 
your family in the wake of  
this incident. Please let us 
know if  we can assist you 
with counseling resources, 
or answer any questions 
for you. We are ready ... 
forward and rear ... to 
assist you in every way 
possible. We will all keep 
the families of  the fallen in 
our prayers.”

Col. Larry Phelps
15th Sustainment 

Command

“The Army Family 
suffered a stunning 
tragedy at Fort Hood when 
soldiers assembled for pre-
deployment processing 
were attacked by a lone 
gunman.

“During this tragic event 
� ve Army Reserve soldiers 
were killed and many 
others injured.

“My wife, Laura, and 
I are deeply troubled by 
these tragic events, and 

our thoughts and prayers 
are with the families of  the 
fallen and the wounded. 
I assure you that the 
Army Reserve will do 
everything in its power to 
help them through these 
heartbreaking times.

“I ask that you remember 
our dead and wounded 
soldiers and keep their 
Families in your thoughts 
and prayers. 

“At the same time, I 
must ask that you stay 
focused on your mission 
and continue to take care 
of  your soldiers and one 
another. Our brave men and 
women in uniform train 
constantly to preserve our 
security around the world. 
It is a tragedy when we lose 
soldiers to such senseless 
violence here at home.”

Lt. Gen. Jack C. Stultz
Chief, Army 

Reserve/Commanding
General, US Army 

Reserve Command

“On behalf  of  the leaders 

and soldiers of  the 89th 
Military Police Brigade 
deployed to Baghdad, 
Iraq, we offer our sincere 
condolences to the families 
and friends of  those 
killed and injured during 
yesterday’s tragic shooting 
at Fort Hood. 

“Our prayers and 
thoughts go out to the 
entire Fort Hood and 
Central Texas community.”

Col. John M. Huey
89th Military Police 

Brigade

“Families of  the fallen,
This whole nation grieves 

with you in the loss of  
your family members in 
the horri� c terror attack at 
Fort Hood. As the mother 
of  an Army soldier, this 
struck especially close to 
home for me. My son could 
have been there. 

“You are important. 
Your loss is immeasurable. 
The American people are 
behind you 100 percent. 

“You will never be 

forgotten.”
Karen House
Fayetteville, Tenn.

“We here at the 
Sacremento National 
Cemetery are deeply 
saddened and in shock over 
the incidents that occurred 
at Fort Hood. The staff  
here in California sends 
our deepest prayers to the 
victims and the families. 
God bless you all. With 
sympathy.”

Douglas Campbell

“To the Fort Hood 
Community:

My family just wants the 
Fort Hood community to 
know that our hearts and 
prayers are with all of  you 
who lost loved ones, have 
family wounded and those 
who have had your home 
violated. Your sacri� ces in 
keeping our country free by 
serving in the military and 
the families who support 
our forces are so greatly 
appreciated and it is so 

very unspeakable that you 
were not safe on your home 
base. I have three nephews 
who are in the Army and 
all have been deployed and 
it is unthinkable after they 
returned home they would 
be in jeopardy on their bases. 
Please know that all of  you 
are our heroes. God bless 
each and everyone of  you.”

Dena Puckett
Abilene

“Please accept our heart 
felt prayers, and sincere 
condolences. America feels 
your pain, and we are all 
praying.”

Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
Taber

Michigan

THOUGHTS AND CONDOLENCES FROM AROUND THE WORLD

Herald/STEVEN DOLL

Katherine Madron of Fort Hood comforts a woman, who wished to remain unidentif ied, during a prayer vigil at Lifeway Fellowship 
Church Friday morning for the victims of Thursday’s mass shooting at Fort Hood.
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THOUGHTS AND CONDOLENCES FROM AROUND THE WORLD

Capt. Russell Seager
Seager, of Racine, 

Wis., was a psychiatrist 
who joined the Army a 
few years ago because 
he wanted to help 
veterans returning to 
civilian life, said his 
uncle, Larry Seager of 
Mauston.

Larry Seager said 
Russell Seager’s death 
left the family stunned, 
especially because the 
psychiatrist only wanted 
to help soldiers improve 
their mental health.

“It’s unbelievable. He 
goes down there to help 
out soldiers and then 
he ... ,” Seager said, his 
voice trailing off. “I still 
can’t believe it.”

Spc. Frederick 
Greene

Greene, 29, of 
Mountain City, Tenn., 
was assigned to the 16th 
Signal Company, Fort 
Hood.

His family had not been 
reached for comment 
Saturday afternoon.

Posted on kdhnews.com

As a Canadian who’s 
soldiers are arm in arm with 
the U.S. in battle, I offer my 
sincere wishes for a speedy 
recovery to the wounded 
and my heartfelt sympathy 
to those whose lives were 
needlessly taken.

Posted By Ellie on Nov. 7, 
5:14 p.m.

Having been stationed in 
Killeen and at Fort Hood 
1995-1999 we retain close ties 
with our church there and 
our hearts as we continue 
our Army travels. We are 
praying for all harmed by 
this tragedy and sing praises 
for all those, military and 
civilian offering help and 
support. May God send you 
those to comfort you in this 
time of  sorrow and grief.

Posted By Crystal A. 
Bingham on Nov. 7, 4:56 p.m.

I want to say so much, but 
I sit here and simply cry and 
pray. May He continue to 
keep all of  you in His hands.

Posted By Kim on Nov. 7, 
4:24 p.m.

To all of  the brave solders 
involved is this horri� c 
event. We are thinking about 
you every day. Our son is 
stationed at Fort Hood and 
we have visited many times. 
I am always impressed with 
your dedication to your duty 
and your bond with your 
fellow soldiers. Bless you and 
stay safe.

Posted By Todd & Jane from 
Indiana on Nov. 7, 3:29 p.m.

My sincere condolences 
and prayers go out to the 
families who have lost loved 
ones and those injured. I lived 
in Killeen for 11 years or more 
and graduated from Killen 
High School in 1994, so for 
a long time Killeen was like 

home to me. To the people 
I know or are still there my 
prayers are with you and to 
those who are not there but 
still have family there my 
prayers r with you also.

Posted By Tara Dasher on 
Nov. 7, 3:01 p.m.

My thoughts and prayers 
are with the victims and their 
families of  the Fort Hood 
tragedy. God Bless you all.

Posted By Becky Briddle 
on Nov. 7, 2:54 p.m.

I grew up in Killeen and to 
hear of  this tragedy is truly 
upsetting. My heart and 
prayers go out to each and 
everyone.

Posted By Jennifer Botelho 
on Nov. 7, 2:51 p.m.

My son is in the 1st Cavalry 
in Iraq at present, may God 
bless you all and comfort you 
in this time of  sorrow.

Posted By Dennis Welch on 
Nov. 7, 2:25 p.m.

As a “Army Brat” and 
a vet I am so saddened by 
what happened at Fort Hood. 
My thoughts and prayers 
are with our fallen soldiers 
and Americans serving 
our country. To those who 
survived always remember 
we are all praying for you.

Posted By Valerie Sawyer 
on Nov. 7, 1:54 p.m.

I am overwhelmed with 
grief  for the fallen and 
wounded soldiers and their 
families and friends for this 
horrendous act/tragedy. 
May God bless you and may 
He meet your needs in this 
sad time. May God bless 
America.

Posted By Doris Saunders 
on Nov. 7, 1:23 p.m.

You are always in my 
prayers, but more so now. 
May God hold you closely 
and give you peace. God bless 
our military.

Posted By Sandra Craig on 

Nov. 7, 1:08 p.m.

From the other side of  
the Altantic our thoughts 
and deepest sympathies 
are with you all. We also 
salute Kimberly Munley. A 
very brave young lady who 
undoubtably saved many 
more defenseless souls. 
Speedy recovery Kimberly.

Posted By Trevor, UK on 
Nov. 7, 1:01 p.m.

Our heartfelt prayers and 
condolences go out to the 
family and friends of  those 
that have passed away or 
remain injured.

Posted By The Masters 
Family on Nov. 7, 12:37 p.m.

Killeen is my home town 
and I was in total shock 
when I saw Fort Hood all 
over the news. Living in 
Florida leaves me feeling 
helpless but I offer prayers 
to all the families of  the 
victims! My heart goes out 

to all of  you! God Bless!
Posted By Michelle Acosta 

on Nov. 7, 12:12 p.m.

Asking GOD for a lot of  
strength to the families of  the
soldiers who lost their lives 
or were injured on Thursday 
in Fort Hood, Texas.

Posted By Torres Family 
on Nov. 7, 11:49 a.m.

My wife and I lived in 
Killeen for 13 years. it was 
like a piece of  history all 
over again, we remember 
the Luby’s attack and were 
deeply affected then and 
now this. Our prayers and 
condolences are with all 
that had to succumb to 
something as terrible as 
this. May the grace of  god be
with all of  you threw these 
dif� cult times. Our prayers 
are with family, friends and 
all that serve in the armed 
forces.The grace will protect 
us all from all harm and 
danger today and forever. 
Amen.

Posted By Charles and 
Teresa on Nov. 7, 11:16 a.m.

Praying for peace and 
comfort for all.

Posted By Kay on Nov. 7, 
10:03 a.m.

My heart is heavy with 
grief  for my hometown. My 
prayers are with the victims, 
their families, and with Fort 
Hood, Texas — the best army 
base ever! God Bless!

Posted By Rachel (Rivera) 
Courtright Nov. 7, 8:48 a.m.

It is beyond belief  your 
loved ones have to � ght 
the political correctness of  
the day elite as well as the 
fanatics. Wake up leadership, 
both political and military.

Posted By Randy on Nov. 7, 
8:01 a.m.

Continued, Page 15
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Sgt. Anthony Sil ls, r ight, comforts his wife as they wait outside Fort Hood Thursday.

Our thoughts and 
prayers are with the 

victims’ families.
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Our hearts go out to the 
family and friends of  the 
victims. You will be in our 
prayers.....

Posted By Price on Sat, 
Nov. 7, 7:04 a.m.

To all of  the families of  
the victims — to all of  the 
� rst responders and to all 
of  our military personnel 
— God be with you all you 
are are ALL heroes in my 
book ... keep up the good 
work

Posted By Deb Spivey on 
Nov. 6, 10:07 p.m.

Mine and my family’s 
thoughts and prayers are 
with the families of  those 
lost and wounded. 

GOD bless America.
Posted By Sgt. Buck on 

Nov. 6, 10:05 p.m.

My thoughts and prayers 
are with the families and 
friends of  the soldiers in 
Fort Hood. Thank you to 
the hero’s who quickly 
responded to help the victims 
of  this tragedy. May God 
bless and keep you all.

Posted By Gaylene 
Henderson on Nov. 6, 9:36 p.m.

As a former Fort Hood 
community member my 
thoughts are with all the 
victims and their families.

Posted By Lucille on Nov. 6, 
8:25 p.m.

Our love and prayers are 
with you and with those lost. 
We treasure and appreciate 
you all.

Posted By Robin on Nov. 6, 
8:23 p.m.

My heart goes out to each 
and every soldier and � rst 

responder impacted by this 
tragedy. You and your families 
are in my thoughts and 
prayers. God speed and get 
well! You are America’s Best!

Posted By Gary Ortiz, SFC, 
Ret, Tipp City, OH on Nov. 6, 
8:01 p.m.

This is awful! My prayers 
are with you all!!!

Posted By Marc on Nov. 6, 
6:45 p.m.

To Kim Munley, your 
hometown of  Carolina 
Beach , N.C and the citizens 
of  New Hanover County, 
N.C are extremely proud of  
you in being so courageous 
in stopping this madness. 
I hope you have a speedy 
recovery. You will be honored 
tonight at the New Hanover 
— Hoggard football game 
in Wilmington, N.C. To the 
families of  Fort Hood, I have 

a heavy heart and will pray 
for your families!

Posted By Robert 
Wilmington, N.C. on Nov. 6, 
6:05 p.m.

We are once again shaken 
to our foundation. Let this be 
the opportunity to care for 
and understand our friends, 
family and our neighbors. We 
are not promised tomorrow. 
May our broken hearts 
heal; and our minds renew 
our commitment to our 
community.

Posted By KB in Cove on 
Nov. 6, 5:57 p.m.

My prayers and blessings 

go out to all of  the falling 
soldiers and the civilian and 
to their love ones

Posted By Vanessa 
Kornoelje on Nov. 6, 5:51 p.m.

My thoughts and prayers 
to all of  Fort Hood and their 
extended families. From a 
former Fort Hood spouse.

Posted By Amber on Nov. 6, 
5:29 p.m.

With every beat of  my 
heart I am truly praying for 
the entire Central Texas area. 
May your religious faiths and 
beliefs help each and everyone 
of  you � nd peace in your 
hearts and continue to band 

together as we always do.
Posted By Tonja Hill on 

Nov. 6, 5:12 p.m.

Hang in there! We are 
thinking about you all in 
Oxford, North Carolina.

Posted By Lisa on Nov. 6, 
4:37 p.m.

God bless the U.S. military, 
and their families.

Posted By Linda Tomberlin
Nov. 6, 4:36 p.m.

My thoughts and prayers 
go out to the families of  the 
victims!

Posted By Steve on Nov. 6, 
4:31 p.m.

AP/ERIC GAY

Flags and crosses are seen at a memorial Saturday at Central Christian Church in Kil leen. The memorial, 13 crosses and flags, is to honor those kil led and wounded in the shooting at Fort Hood.
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