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Herald photo

The Market Heights retail center continues
to drive economic growth in Harker Heights.

Helghts experiences a year of growth

By Mason W. Canales
Killeen Daily Herald

uring the last year, Harker
D Heights has seen a great

number of new things
from new city facilities to new
businesses.

The city started out with bang
during the past 12 months with
Market Heights opening the 3ood
gates to businesses bnding a
home in Central Texas. Some of
the business that claimed Harker
Heights as home prior to those
12 months were Cinemark and
Target, but a great deal followed
after them.

Those other businesses included
Cracker Barrel, CheddarOs, Twin

Liquors, Bed Bath & Beyond and
much more.

Market Heights was not the
only source of commercial
growth. Businesses also sprang
up along Farm-to-Market 2410
(KnightOs Way), Veterans Memorial
Boulevard, and Central Texas
Expressway. Some of those
businesses included a Super 8
Hotel, Texas Star Bank, and a Scott
and White Harker Heights Clinic.

The commercial growth paved
the way for Harker Heights to have
increasing sales tax percentage every
month since Market Heights began
opening its doors. It also contributed
to the growth of the Harker Heights
Chamber of Commerce.

The City Council and city staff

made sure that businesses werenOt
the only thing growing in Harker
Heights.

The city opened two brand new
facilities and laid the ground work
for a third. Those facilities included
the Harker Heights Library and
Activities Center, Harker Heights
Community Park and a new animal
shelter, which is currently being
engineered.

The library almost didnOt miss
a beat on programing as it leaped
into its increased space. Programs
in the activities center portion of
the building also started to take
shape not to far after the library
opened.

Residents started to use the
walking trail to the community

park even before it was Pnished,
but children got the brst taste

of four new green adult-softball
Pelds at the grand-opening Easter
weekend with a pitch, hit and run
competition.

The City Council also voted
to annex nearly 800 acres of
property from itDs Extra Territorial
Jurisdiction.

The Prst annexation conducted
was 746 acres of land along FM
2410, which was completed on Feb.
2. The second was a voluntary
annexation of 96 acres that was
completed in early July.

Contact Mason W. Canales at
mcanales@kdhnews.com or
(254) 501-7554.




A good year for the city

In the last 12 months, Harker Heights has experienc ed tremendous

commercial growth, the expansion of city parks and facilities, and even
stronger relationships with Fort Hood. We welcomed the
opening of Market Heights where Target, Barnes & No ble,
Cheddars and Cracker Barrel are located, among othe rs.
Record sales for all stores at their national or re gional brms
have been reported. New enterprises on Farm-to-Mark et 2410
and U.S. Highway 190 are seeing excellent growth al  so. The
city has a wonderful new library/activity center, a beautiful
new athletic park, and we expanded the facilities a tCard

Levin Park. A new state-of-the-art animal shelter w ill open next year also.

The city annexed about 1,000 acres along FM 2410, ¢ onstructed water lines

to the area (with a more extensive installation und er way), and concluded

an agreement with the city of Belton to Pnalize th e ETJ border between the

two cities. Our relationship with Fort Hood has str engthened under General

Lynch®s guidance. The city concluded a memorandumo  f understanding for

sustainable cities. This has led to our Prst recyc ling partnership with Fort

Hood. Our citizens wanted recycling. Working with F ort Hood chaplains

and our clergy, we have begun a Mutual Ministry For um to help soldiers

returning from the wars to reintegrate into the com munity: Two new

councilmen were elected, Spencer Smith and Sam Murp hey,

The City Council again attended the AUSA annual con vention in
Washington and visited with our congressional leade rship and the Army
senior commanders. We sadly said goodbye to our ado  pted unit, 4th Infantry
Division, but claimed the 3rd Armored Cavalry Regim ent as our own.

It has been a great year for Harker Heights and we look forward to another
excellent year ahead. N Mayor Ed Mullen

Friday, July 31, 2009 , Heights Progress ,,
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Chamber keeps growing

By Mason W. Canales
Killeen Daily Herald

uring the last year,
D the Harker Heights
Chamber of Commerce

has continued to grow in

improvements to the Chamber
of Commerce is the Web site’s
move to a new provider. It
allows for the chamber staff

to communicate with all its
members in a very timely
manner, Kozlik said.

membership and programs.

“The chamber is doing
very well even with the
economic situation that has been,” said
Bill Kozlik, Chamber of Commerce
president. “We had a very successful
membership drive back in December,
and we just keep moving forward.”

The December membership drive
added another 175 members to the
chamber, bringing its membership to
about 900 organization, businesses and
individuals.

Both the Governmental Affairs
Committee and the Military Affairs
Committee have had successful years,
Kozlik said.

The Governmental Affairs
Committee hosted numerous of events
where local and state governmental
candidates were allowed to address
local issues, Kozlik said.

The chamber’s normal events such
as its monthly mixers have also grown
in size, Kozlik said.

Probably one of the biggest

“We can put something

Kozlik  together that morning and then

have it e-mailed out by that
afternoon,” Kozlik said.

The chamber has also worked on
planning its rst wine and tasting
festival for Sept. 19, which will take
place at the Farm-to-Market 2410
Community Park.

The chamber has contacted more
than 125 wineries between Dallas
and San Antonio, Kozlik said. It is
also planning on using all the local
restaurants and caterers as well
some of those whom the wineries use
speci cally

“We are hoping we are doing the
right thing to open this up to our
community and the surrounding
communities,” Kozlik said.

There has been a lot of business
growth in Harker Heights and the
chamber has grown to match it.

The chamber had a good year last
year and is awaiting the excitement of
next year, Kozlik said.

City making progress

The last year has been lled with opportunities fo r the city of Harker

Heights. Increases in revenue from new property val ues
and increased sales tax have allowed the city tobe  gin or
complete many projects that were identi ed by citi zens in
the Exploring New Heights document, a vision for th e city,
The city continues its multi-year plan for the best use of
city resources. Funds were budgeted for continued s treet
maintenance programs, sewer and water improvements,
building and upgrading parks, drainage, equipment
replacement and personnel needs in accordance with the
city’s master plans. Balances in general and utilit y funds will increase.

The City Council, staff and citizens of Harker Heig hts are committed to
realize the shared vision of a safe, attractive, hi gh quality of life and scally
sound community: We will all need to work as a team to realize our vision.

Overall growth in new permits for residents and com mercial permits has
slowed, but still continues at a steady pace. One h  undred and fty to 200 new
homes are expected to be built in the nextyearas  well as a number of smaller
businesses.

The proposed budget for 2009-10 will continue to pr  ovide quality resources
and provide continued investment in the city’s infr astructure. We urge you to
be involved in your city

— City Manager Steve Carpenter
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Sales tax rebates nearly double In past year

By Don Bolding
Killeen Daily Herald

he retail sales of most cities in
T the area had been increasing

bit by bit over the years, at
least until the effects of the national
recession started taking hold, and
Harker Heights might have been
following suit except for two events that
propelled it onto new plateaus, one after
the other.

The brst was the opening of a
Super Wal-Mart and a Furniture Row
complex in 2005. The second is the
gradual Plling of the Market Heights
shopping center starting with the
premiere of the Cinemark movie
theaters in May 2008, then led by
establishment of the anchor Target
store in July The center now has 42
stores and restaurants.

The events would have been a
major percentage boost in all but
the largest cities, but they made a
phenomenal difference in Harker
Heights, until recently a small town
only a few decades old. The Wal-Mart
and Market Heights both were located
there because Heights is central to
the region and were intended to draw
customers from a wide area. But the
local part of sales taxes paid there
jingle in Harker HeightsO coffers.

In each case when sales hit a plateau,
so did sales taxes collected, and so did
rebates the state comptrollerOs ofbce
return to the city the following month.
In September 2004, Heights® check
from the state was about $192,000. In
September 2005, it went up to $266,000.
Comparable increases went on for
a year until the increases caught up
with themselves.Then in January

Construction keeps driving up sales ta
Heral8TEVEN Dy

2008, in pre-Market Heights days, the
rebate check was about $233,000, but
in January 2009, the bgure was up 36
percent to $339,000. The increase from
2004 was almost double.

The advance was not due to those
locations alone. Stores collecting sales
taxes also have been mushrooming
along Farm Road 2410 east of its
intersection with U.S. 190 and along
Indian Trail.

Since Market Heights is still
growing, the annual increases will go
on for at least another year. But the
growth of the city and consequently
all taxes together have enabled a
proposed budget of $5,040,000 for the
coming bscal year, an increase of 38
percent. And Heights, hemmed in by
Killeen to the west and Nolanville to
the east, is well on the way to blling

up its available space with carefully
regulated commercial and residential
areas to become a showcase of
attractive prosperity, a stated goal of

the cityOs leadership.
Contact Don Bolding at dbolding@
kdhnews.com or (254) 501-7557.
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Commercial development keeps climbing

By Mason W. Canales
Killeen Daily Herald

ommercial development kept
‘ climbing in the pass 12 months
throughout Harker Heights and
not just in Market Heights.

Knight's Way is a street that is not a
stranger to commercial development.
During the past 12 months it has
seen the creation of three new strip
center and several new free standing
businesses.

The newest of three strip centers
is the Knights Way Village located at
2330 Verna Lee Boulevard, which is on
the corner of Knights Way and Verna
Lee.

The 16,500 square foot building is
nearing completion. The shell can
be divided into suits and has one
con rmed tenant so far, a new branch
of Sun Cleaners. The property is
being developed by Bong Evans.

Knight's Way also saw the
construction of Knights Crossing,

a strip center that already has a
cleaners and has a dental of ce
coming soon.

Two other leases are being
negotated in the space, said Danya
Reider, co-owner of John Reider
Properties, which manages the
building.

The property is just under 17,000
square feet.

“The land is prime for commercial
development,” said John Reider, John
Reider Properties owner, prior to its
opening.

A third center, Royal Plaza, was
built at about the same time of
Knight's Crossing. Its managers are
out of San Antonio.

Heral @ATRINA RAWSON

The Knights Crossing shopping center is located
along Farm-to-Market 2410 in Harker Heights.

The city has also seen its share of
free standing commercial business
pop up along Knight's Way and other
major thoroughfares.

A Texas Star Bank is still under
construction at 905 East Farm-to-
Market 2410.

The facility will be a 6,000-square-
foot full-service bank, offering
consumer and commercial loans and
checking accounts with four drive-
through windows and an automated
teller machine. The bank will have

state of the art electronics with
cameras and video screens at the
drive-through lanes, said the bank’s
Executive Vice President Bobby
Whitson at the ground breaking in
February.

The bank will have about six
employees.

Other businesses built in Harker
Heights excluding those in Market
Heights include:

» A KFC and a McDos Lube on
Knight's Way earlier this year.

, A hotel on Veterans Memorial
Boulevard called Regency Heights,
and another on Central Texas Express
Way, Super 8 Hotel.

» A National Tire and Battery
on Central Texas on Central Texas
Express Way.

Don Bolding contributed to this
article.

Contact Mason W. Canales at
mcanales@kdhnews.com or
(254) 501-7554.
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More stores coming to Market Heights

Signs point the way to
stores in Market Heights.

Herald photo

By Don Bolding
Killeen Daily Herald

bout 40 stores are open in
A Market Heights and more
expected to come.

There are about four leases currently
in the works for the 600,000 square
feet of shopping center space, which
started a string of businesses opening
in Harker Heights since May of 2008,
said Direct Development ofpbcials who
manage the property.

Site plans for the 82 acre shopping
development also shows that there is
still a second phase planned, but Direct
Development ofbcials are unsure when
that would happen. The phase calls for
two addition buildings in the plaza.

Some of the major stores set records
in their parent companies with their
grand openings. Direct Development
leasing director Krista Dabney Dillard
of Austin said some store ofpcials have
told her their early performance has
generated interest in their home ofbces
in expanding further in secondary
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markets in Texas. Secondary markets More than 40 stores now occupy
means locations outside major cities. space in Market Heights.
The 16-screen Cinemark movie Herald photo

theater complex was the prst
business to Rip its lights on, with a
grand opening May 22.

Target, which moved its operation
from Killeen with greatly expanded
facilities to become the centerOs
anchor, snipped a yellow ribbon July
29.

The 40 businesses that have
followed are Firestone, Dicks
Sporting Goods, Chick-pPI-A, Bank of
America, Chase, First National Bank
of Texas, Panda Express, Five Guys
Hamburgers, Chipotle, Genghis Girill,
James Avery, Cheddars, Cracker
Barrel, Twin Liquors, AT&T, Great
Clips, H&R Block, Any Lab Test
Now, Navy Federal Credit Union,

A nail salon, Dollar Tree, Petco,
Payless ShoeSource, Sally Beauty

Supply, Ulta, Maurices, Bed Bath & Harker Heights® sales tax revenues David Mitchell, the cityOs director a history here. It will take a couple
Beyond, Old Navy, The ChildrenOs have gone up by about a third with of planning and development, said in of years of operation before we can
Place, Portrait Innovations, Rue 21, the opening of Market Heights, other December that during the Christmas measure what to expect from them.
CatherinesO, Rack Room Shoes, Lane stores along Farm-to-Market 2410 and shopping season, you could I00OK L,
Bryant, Barnes & Noble, Avenda, The Shops at Modoc. The volume is at the parking lot and see that the Mason W. Canales contributed to this
VioletOs, Fish City Girl, Salado establishing a new plateau that can stores were extremely busy, but it report.

Cigars, Jackson Hewitt and YoYoOs be expected to increase with recovery will be awhile before they establish Contact Don Bolding at dbolding @

Yogurt. from the current recession. a baseline because they donOt have kdhnews.com or (254) 501-7557.
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Construction to double size of Heritage Park

By Don Bolding
Killeen Daily Herald

ARKER HEIGHTS —
H Construction to double the size
of Heritage Park started in
April.

Craig and Lisa Parker's Texas
Heritage Park will be developing
new buildings on both sides of the
Mountain Lion Circle cul-de-sac.

Texas Heritage Park began with the
opening of Heritage Park Fitness in
December 2006, accompanied by Texas
Tan and Sun Cleaners. Recently, the
Parkers bought Texas Tan from the
tenant who owned it and are aligning
its operations into the tness center's
work.

Construction was completed earlier
this year on a shell facing the building
that housed those businesses in an L
shape, and the Scott & White health
system leased the entire 9,100-square-
foot building to open its Harker Heights
clinic there March 2.

Now groundwork is beginning

Herald@AVID MORRIS

Construction continues at Heritage Park at
the intersection of Mountain Lion Road and
Farm-to-Market 2410 in Harker Heights.

on a 7,000-square-foot shell across
the street that will be adapted to the
needs of new tenants, but the tness

center will use part of it for personal
training, functional training and spin
or stationary bicycle classes, plus the
center's youth program, which has
been in place from the beginning.

Beyond that, another 5,500-square-
foot building and a 7,000-square-foot
building are planned, Lisa said in
April. The three buildings will form
an L shape like the
original center.

Behind the clinic,
but not part of
the complex, is a
building that will
house the Military
Child Education
Coalition.

The tness
center was always
intended to be the
anchor for the
business park, and
Lisa said in April,
“It's just outgrown
its current space
and has to expand”
into the new
building.

Its member services manager, Clint
Cepeda, said, “We only compete against
ourselves and said the clientele has
expanded by word-of-mouth with some
self-advertising such as iers.

“We have 10 personal trainers
including myself (up from four when
the facility opened) and we emphasize

Now groundwork is
beginning on a 7,000-
square-foot shell across
the street that will be
adapted to the needs of
new tenants, but the Ptness nutition and
center will use part of
it for personal training,

functional training and
spin or stationary bicycle
classes, plus the centerOs augment each other
youth program.

four-year degrees and certi cation
with national associations. We don’t
use cookie-cutter programs but develop
custom programs for all members
who want them. We aim for lifestyle
changes that will produce real results.”
The center uses interns from
physical training curricula at the
University of Mary Hardin-Baylor in
Belton and caters to
clients with special
needs. Itis an
approved provider
for the Killeen
Independent School
District’s off-campus
physical education
program, providing

lifestyle education
as well as exercise
programs.

“We hope that
with Scott & White
next door, we can

We're convenient to
serve their clients
when what we do
can help them,” he said.

The tness center has 15 kinds
of group classes for adults besides
personal training and a full range of
exercise equipment. It has classes for
children 5 to 12 years old and others for
youths 13 to 17 Monday, Wednesday and
Friday afternoons.
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Road contruction has reversed
ramps along U.S. Highway 190
and Knight's Way and Indian Trail.

Herald photo

Drivers see ramp changes

By Mason W. Canales
Killeen Daily Herald

exas Department of
I Transportation and Harker

westbound travel, creating a cul-de-
sac at Coronado Road and changing
the intersection of U.S. 190 and Indian
Oaks Drive.

The changes were made to deal

Heights teamed up in the past with the growing volume of traf ¢

year to reconstruct the off-ramps

between Knight's Way
and Indian Trail with
a few other signi cant
changes for drivers.
TTG Utilities started
its construction on
reversing the on- and
off-ramps between
Knight's Way and
Indian Trail in April
2008. TxDOT and the
city of Harker Heights
awarded the project to
TTG Utilities for $2.5

in the area, said City Manager Steve
Carpenter in April

The changes were  200s.

The contractor

made to deal With  nished the job in the

; spring of this year.
the growing volume 0 i it be

of trafPc in the area,  abig improvement.
With Market Heights

said City Manager  comingin, its very

; timely” said the city’s
Steve Carpenter In Public Works Director

Aprll 2008 Mark Hyde, when

the construction was
starting in April.

million. The city paid about $466,000 of The opening of the city’s 650,000-

the cost.

Besides the ramp reversals the

square-foot Market Heights retail
center has increased traf ¢ in the

project also involved construction area.

of a turnaround at Indian Trail and
Central Texas Expressway, an off-
ramp and on-ramp between Indian

Contact Mason W. Canales at
mcanales@kdhnews.com or

Trail and Farm-to-Market 2410 for (254) 501-7554.
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Heights residents get recycling program

By Mason W. Canales
Killeen Daily Herald

arker Heights has opened a
H place where residents can drop

their brush, bulky items and
recyclables.

After changes implemented by Waste
Management, the city’s solid waste
collection contractor, Harker Heights
opened a transfer station in August
2008. The city added to that site by
letting Fort Hood place containers for
recyclables in March.

The site is located at 1761 Farm-to-
Market 2410, and is open from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. Tuesday and Friday and 7 a.m. to
6 p.m. Saturday.

Residents are welcome to drop off
cardboard, aluminum, plastics, paper
and scrap metal as recyclables.

The site has collected 96,680 pounds
of recyclable material between March
27 and June 30, said Ken Bouchard,
Harker Heights city planner and
geographic information systems
coordinator.

Jeff Cassell of Nolanville unloads
his truck of bulk trash at the
Harker Heights dumping facility.

HeralDAVID MORRIS

The city has also paid for Waste
Management to roll off 488 containers
since the site opened bulky item and
brush collection Aug. 1, 2008, said
Public Works Director Mark Hyde.

Each container is about 30 cubic yards.

“The locations of the containers will

make the lives of passionate recyclers
more convenient and allow others in
Harker Heights a chance to recycle,”
said David Mitchell, Harker Heights
Planning and Development director, in
March.

Prior to the site being available for

recycling, residents who recycled in
Harker Heights would either drive to
Killeen or Fort Hood to drop of their
recyclables, Mitchell said.

The mayor and staff had been
working on obtaining this cooperative
program with Fort Hood for several
months prior.

A prior Killeen Daily Herald article
stated that Fort Hood would only offer
its services for a limited time until
Harker Heights can get its own up
and running. This is not the rst time
Harker Heights has had a recycling
drop-off center. Waste Management
created a drop-off center about 12
years ago, but the program was ended
because the material was being taken
to a land Il instead of recycled, said
City Manager Steve Carpenter.

In order to use the site, residents
must show proof of residence and a
valid driver’s license.

Contact Mason W. Canales at
mcanales@kdhnews.com or
(254) 501-7554.
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K%/Iie Moore, 9, of Harker Heights, reads a book
after attending the ribbon cutting ceremon
for the new Harker Heights Library April 16.

New library opens

By Mason W. Canales
Killeen Daily Herald

ith the completion of one
W of Harker Heights’ newest
facilities, the city library got

a new home this past year.

On April 1, the library staff locked
the doors behind its patrons for the
last time at the Beeline Lane location.
Five days later the staff opened the
doors to the public at the much larger
and brand new facility at 400 Indian
Trail.

“Public libraries are what lift us
up in the community;” said Mayor Ed
Mullen at the grand opening for the
library on April 16. “We nally built a
library that lives up to our librarian.”
He added that Lisa Youngblood,
library director, has been a good asset
to the city and schools.

While the library shares its building
with the activities center, it received
increased space for its collection, staff,
research tools and more. The library’s
portion of the building takes up
roughly 16,500 square feet.

The new library has an adult section
separated from the children’s section,
a media section, more computer
stations, several sitting areas, study
rooms, a story time room and staff

area for library staff and the volunteer
organizations that support the library.

The staff area includes a shipping
room where the library receives
books; a room where librarians can
repair books, work on videos and
audio; of ces for the library staff; and
of ces for Friends of the Library and
the library board. It also has a drive-
through book drop and pickup.

“I think it is going to be a rst-
class operation, like we intended
it to be, Mullen said during a tour
while the building was about nish
construction. ‘A library is the soul of
the city in my opinion.”

To help Il the space, the library
extended it hours of operation and
also increased the size of its staff. The
library is now open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Monday through Thursday and 9 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays.

The library has also increased its
number of programs, and for larger
events such as some of the Wednesday
summer programs, it has made use of
the adjacent activities center’s largest
room to hold more than 100 children
and their parents.

For a schedule of the library’s
programs, one can visit its Web site
at http:/mww.ci.harker-heights.
tx.us/library.
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People mingle together at the
Harker Heights Activity Center.

Heral @TEVEN DOLL

Clubs use activities center

By Mason W. Canales
Killeen Daily Herald

arker Heights can now offer
H more to organizations, clubs
and businesses through its
Activities Center, which opened earlier
this year.

Residents got their brst peek at the
Harker Heights Activities Center when
the new library N located in the same
building N held its grand opened in
the same building in April, but the
Activities Center really didnOt start
to take off with events until May The
facility is located at 400 Indian Trail.

In May, the city hired Activities
Coordinator Suzi Watson, as part of
Parks and Recreation to help bll and
organize the programs that would take
place the Activities Center.

The city also held an event in May
to showcase the buildings space and
features.

The activities center takes up 4,300
square feet of the entire building with
four rooms and a kitchen.

The main room, Room A, is a

ballroom backed by a warming kitchen.

It can hold roughly 150 people and can
be used for banquets, Watson said.

Room B is a small, intimate space
designed for a gathering of about
10 people, Watson said. Room C
seats about 35 people at desks and is
equipped with a projector.

Room D is what the city is currently
calling the craft room, Watson said. It
has a tile Roor, a sink, cabinet storage
space, cafe-style tables and a television.

Currently, the city is only leasing
the space to non-probt organizations,
civic groups and businesses to see how
much demand there is for the building,
Watson said in May:

Ol think the building is beautiful,
and it is designed specibcally for civic
issues,O Watson said.

Programs and events that have been
taking place range from dance and
yoga classes to seminars and banquets.

The city priced renting the facilities
at $30 for businesses and agencies and
$15 for non-probts.

To view the programs at the
Activities Center or for information,
people can visit http:/Amww.ci.harker-
heights.tx.us/parks.
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Clty celebrates opening of community park

By Mason W. Canales
Killeen Daily Herald

he city celebrated the opening
T of Harker Heights Community

Park on April 11, with more
than half the park completed and
another portion still to come in the
upcoming year.

“I am looking forward to hearing
the children laugh and play,” said
Parks and Recreation Director Jerry
Bark before the park opened. “There is
nothing better then hearing an umpire
yelling ‘play ball’ and the kids are
having fun.”

The park, located at 1501 Farm-
to-Market 2410, opened with an

Easter egg hunt; pitch, hit and run
competition; an opening ceremony
and several other games and activities.

The event showcased four adult-
sized softball elds, a concession
stand, a playground, a lighted walking
trail that stretches about a mile spread
out across the park’s 62 acres of land.

The elds are each 300 feet and
have been laser-leveled to a 1 percent
slope. There are dugouts and concrete
seating areas for viewers to watch the
games.

While children have already taken
to the elds to play their seasonal
sport clubs, adults will get to enjoy
them for the rst time this August.
Harker Heights started registration

for its rst adult softball leagues

in July: They will include a church
league, a co-ed league and a men’s
league. The registration was open all
month long and games are supposed
to start next month.

The playground has a 2- to 5-year-
old play unit, a 5- to 12-year-old play
unit, swings, a climbing rock and is
surrounded by cut large square stones
and large oak trees.

The second portion of the park
will include additional parking and
another four softball elds that will
be smaller and dedicated for youth
softball and baseball play, Bark said.

The construction will take place on
the southern end of the park and not

interrupt seasonal sports, Bark said.

The second phase will also extend
the walking trail around the southern
portion of the park.

The proposed 2009-10 scal year
budget shows that the city is expected
to spend about $2.3 million on the
second phase, which is currently
being engineered.

“There is a lot of emphasis on
baseball and softball, but really it is
for all ages,” said Park Committee
member Ursula Pirtle while touring
the facility earlier this year.

Contact Mason W. Canales at
mcanales@kdhnews.com or
(254) 501-7554.

Heral@@ATRINA RAWSON

Participants wait their turn to take part BiRitehViHit and Run competition while atapengngnaf the Harker Heights Communityi Park April
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Summit Soccer Complex gets a new 0ok

By Mason W. Canales
Killeen Daily Herald

arker Heights is performing
H a face lift on Summit Soccer
Complex. The brst phase of
construction is suspected to end in
September.
Things are proceeding nicely, said
Jerry Bark, Harker Heights Parks
and Recreation director in June. The
projectOs contractor, David Smith
Construction, is right on target, he
said. The ultimate goal for Summit
Soccer Complex is to have six adult-size
soccer Pelds, a paved parking lot and a
concession stand, Bark said.
The Prst phase of construction

includes a 240-space parking lot, a People play a game of football at the SumgoinSleccer Harker Heights. The fields anstundgéordo corf
sewer system, and the placement of drainage problems and fill barrenearsAvd Morris
three adult Pelds, according to city
plans. The second and third phases three pelds, Bark said. time that way, he added. decides and the direction they want
include the concession stand, sports When those belds are Pnished, the Bark hopes to have the second phase to take. The $572,557 contract for the
lighting, a bathroom and the other city will start league play while the started as soon as the brst phase is construction was awarded to David
three pelds. second phase of construction is under Pnished, he said. Smith Construction on March 24.
The city is using land it purchased in way, Bark said. The construction and That is the cityOs plan, Bark said. Summit Soccer Fields are at 401 N.

2005 that adjoins the park for the brst the league play can happen at the same It just depends on what the council Amy Lane.
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Clty plans to bul

A Koe teuckss o3t ai 1S cugo at th Hesler
[EBsigits Enhval Centrol Fuelilty Jaby 7.

By Mason W. Canales
Killeen Daily Herald

replace its animal control facility
with a newer and larger facility in
less than a year.

The City Council put its rubber
stamp on the design of the animal
control facility, and the architect,
Michael Marrs, set up time lines for
the facility that will hopefully set its
completion in about 10 months from
the present, Marrs said in July,

“The current shelter is just small
and inadequate; that is why we are
so excited about building this new
facility,” Police Chief Mike Gentry said
in July,

The shelter, which is on Harley Drive
behind the old police department, was
once a switch building for a telephone
company. It was then acquired by the
city, changed into a police detective
building and nally into an animal
shelter, Gentry said.

“It has been that way for, | am

I f all goes as planned, the city could

ld new animal shelter

guessing, approaching 20 years,”
Gentry said.

The current facility is about 1,000
square feet with little more than
walking space between kennels.

“Itis old. ... It is a cramped space,”
animal control Of cer Rebecca Hejnal
said in July.

It houses 12 dog kennels and enough
cages for about 20 cats. It has very little
storage room, Gentry said. It also has
a quarantine area and a small of ce
for the two animal control of cers. It is
surrounded by a gate where animals
can play

The new shelter, which will be
located on the corner of Indian Trail
and Clore Road, will house 31 dog
kennels and a room with 40 cat cages
with a glass wall to view from the lobby;
according to the site plan. It will be
roughly 6,500 square feet.

The site plan also contains a
sally port with outside kennels to
leave animals at night or during
the weekend, a quarantine area, a
procedure area next to an incinerator



and a room with additional cat cages,
ofbces, a lobby, a conference room and
a walking area for dogs, bathrooms and
showers for employees.

With the new facility the city hopes
to offer more services at the center,
including pet seminars and longer
ofbce hours, Gentry said.

The city is also hoping to keep
animals longer in hopes for more
adoptions with the increased amount
of space, Gentry said.

Two more animal control ofbcers
have also been purposed in the cityOs
budget to start at the end of the years in
which the facility should be completed.
This will double the number of animal
control ofbcers.

Volunteers might even start working
at the animal control facility, because
of the increased space.

The animal control facility has been
in the cityOs budget for about three
years, according to Herald archives.

Animal control ofpcers are excited
to Pnally see the new facility on the
horizon, Hejnal said.

Contact Mason W. Canales at
mcanales@kdhnews.com or
(254) 501-7554.
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Dogs from the Harker Heights Animal
Control Facility sit in their pens July 7.
Heral @ATRINA RAWSON
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Harker Helghts approves annexations

By Mason W. Canales
Killeen Daily Herald

he Harker Heights City Council
T approved two annexations in the
past 12 months.

The Prst annexation contained 746
acres of land and was completed on
Feb. 2 after several months of debate
and public hearings.

The annexation vote almost came

sure that service works properly

Ol believe 100 percent when Harker
Heights police show up they take it
personallyO Claton said.

City Manager Steve Carpenter and
other members of the city staff assured
Claton that they know about the
problem, and they are working to solve
the issue.

along Farm-to-Market 2410 from the
previous city limits to about High Oaks
Drive, the service plan, and zoning of
all lots to single-family dwellings.

The service plan for the annexation
stated the city will provide police
protection, bre protection, emergency
medical services, maintenance of
water and wastewater facilities, solid

resources to the area in under two
years.

Since the annexation, the city has
been working to meet the water plans
in the service plan. It awarded the bid
for the second phase of the service plan
to Bell Contractors on July 14, which
would provide water down many of
the streets that were annexed. The brst
phase of the water plan has already

been completed.

The city also annexed 96 acres of
land through a voluntary annexation.
The annexation process for this one
resident piece of land started in late
May and ended in earlier July.

The service plan for this property
included police, bre and emergency
medical protection. It didnOt no require
any infrastructure work on behalf
of the city, but rather stated any
infrastructure to be installed will be
done by future developers.

The service plan for the annexation stated the city  will
provide police protection, bre protection, emergen cy medical
services, maintenance of water and wastewater facil ities,
solid waste collection, maintenance of public roads and
streets, and maintenance of public parks, other pub lic
services and buildings on the date of the annexatio n.

without any problems, until one
current Harker Heights resident
wanted to make sure that his area
and the newly annexed area would be
getting the proper 911 service.

OWhat | have tonight falls on you
guys...O Richard Claton said to the City
Council. 0911 is broken.O

Claton said that since he was
annexed into the city years ago, he has
called 911 multiple times and received
services from other entities other than
Harker Heights.

He would rather have the services
of Harker Heights than the county, he
said. And the City Council should make

waste collection, maintenance of
public roads and streets, maintenance
of public parks, other public services
and buildings on the date of the
annexation.

The service plan also states that
the city would provide more water

OWe have and will continue to chase
your problem,O Mayor Ed Mullen said,
before Carpenter said they will be
bringing the issue to a workshop later
in the month.

The Council voted unanimously to
approve the annexation of 746 acres

Contact Mason W. Canales at
mcanales@kdhnews.com or
(254) 501-7554.
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Dr. Jeffery Hal visits with a patient at the Scott
& White Clinic in Harker Heights in March.

Scott & White clinic opens

By Mason W. Canales
Killeen Daily Herald

cott & White opened a clinic
Sin the Texas Heritage Park on

Mountain Lion Circle in Harker
Heights on March 2 this

place to sit during checkout instead of
standing in line.
Five providers will eventually
staff the clinic, but currently three
providers are at the location: Dr.
Jeffery Hall, Dr. Scott Gogulski and
a physician assistant,

year. Once all bve Billy Church.

Within the clinic’s

Scott & White

9,100 square feet are 15 prOVideI‘S are in plans to have all

examination rooms,
an X-ray room, a

ve providers at the

place’ the CliniC facility within 12 to

diagnostic room and should be able to 18 months after the

two treatment rooms

clinic’s opening, Payne

that will be used for service about 125 sai.

minor procedures, said
Regional Site Director
Chris Payne.

Each examination room is equipped
with computers so the providers can
order prescriptions and do other tasks
from inside the room with patients,
Payne said.

Two of the examination rooms and
both of the treatment rooms have
examination tables that can be lowered
and raised for patients in wheelchairs,
Payne said.

The clinic also offers patients a

patients a day.

Once all ve
providers are in place,
the clinic should be
able to service about 125 patients a
day, Payne added.

“We (Scott & White) think it is going
to be popular because of the heavy
demand,” Brent Blumenthal, Scott
& White assistant executive director
of regional clinics, said in October,
while contractors were preparing the
building for Scott & White. “Itis in a
new location, which will be popular
on the east side of town.”
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