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FINANCIAL FITNESS

Regular home 
maintenance saves 
money and lives
By Manuel Z. Rios
Courtesy of USAA

Y ou change your car’s oil every 
few months. You visit the dentist 
twice a year. You back up your 

hard drive religiously. You do these 
things because you know that ignoring 
them is asking for trouble.

But when was the last time you 
tested your smoke detectors or 
dishwasher hose? If  you’re like most 
people, you overlook warning signs 
around the house that could lead to 
something far more disastrous than a 
few cavities. 

Fires, � ooded � oors, severe weather 
damage — � ascos like these can not 

�„
only drain your bank account, but 
put your family’s safety at risk and, at 
the very least, be a major pain in the 
neck.

Like routine check-ups for your self  
and your car, checking your policy to 
make sure it’s up to date and contains 
any additional coverage you may 
need such as those listed above. 

Additional riders may be needed 
above ad beyond the typical 
homeowner’s policy. Additional 
coverage can add additional costs.

The good news is you can make a 
difference without much effort. 

To a large degree, most home 
damages can be reduced or avoided 
altogether with some routine 
preventive maintenance. Start with 
this list of  potential trouble spots. 

These simple check-ups may cost 
you a few hours per year, but could 
save you thousands of  dollars and 
months of  headaches. 

They might even save your life.

Plumbing
Neglecting your pipes and hoses can 

get you into hot water – literally. The 
equipment that breaks is one problem, 
but worse are the soaked carpets and 
waterlogged walls that result. That’s 
why it’s essential to do a walkthrough 
of  your home at least once a year to 
look for signs of  trouble.

Pull out your washing machine, 
refrigerator, ice maker, dishwasher 
and other appliances to inspect hoses 
for bulges, cracks and leaks. Replacing 
the rubber or plastic hoses with more 
durable steel hoses is a worthwhile 
investment of  $10-$20.

Check your hot water heater for rust 
or leaks, and have it repaired or replaced 
if  necessary. If  you suspect that the unit 
may be damaged, contact a licensed 
professional. Don’t � x it yourself.

Also look for discoloration on the 
walls and ceilings that could indicate 
a leaky pipe. Call a plumber for help 

�„

�„

�„

before the pipe bursts completely or 
mold starts to grow.

Heating and Air Conditioning

A good heater may keep you toasty 
through the winter, but starting a � re 
in the attic is going too far. Preventive 
maintenance can keep your HVAC 
unit from breaking down, or worse, 
becoming a hazard. You’ll get lower 
utility bills to boot.

Every three months, change your 
air or furnace � lter to prevent excess 
dust and air pollutants from circulating
through the house. Fresh air � lters 
may keep the system from getting 
clogged and overheating.

It’s also a good idea to have a 
professional check your system once a 
year. For a service fee, a technician will 
clean the furnace, check for � uid leaks 
and other more complicated tasks, any 
of  which could prevent � res or major 
damage to your unit.

�„

�„

Prevention can provide peace of mind
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Electrical

You’d be shocked at how many � res 
and injuries result from utter disregard 
for the basic rules of  home electricity. 
Just keeping an eye on these areas 
and correcting problems quickly can 
greatly reduce your risks.

Check electrical cords and replace 
any that are frayed. And make sure 
you’re not overloading an outlet or 
power strip that is connected to too 
many appliances. House � res are 
especially common during the winter 
holidays, when circuits become 
overwhelmed with lights and other 
electric décor.

Also check that all ground 
fault circuit interrupters, or GFCIs, 
are working. GFCIs protect people 
from injuries by cutting off  power 
to a circuit when there’s a change 
in current. The devices are usually 
attached to electrical outlets that are 
outdoors, in bathrooms and kitchens 
and other areas where appliances 
come in contact with water. Tripping 
breakers are a sign that professional 
attention may be required.

Flickering lights, outlets that 
don’t work, circuit breakers that 
trip frequently, and wall switches 
that are warm to the touch – any 
of  these symptoms could point to a 
wiring problem. Best to call a licensed 
electrician to investigate.

Security
Sometimes preventing disasters is 

about having the right tools in place 
and keeping them maintained.

Keep a � re extinguisher within 
easy reach of  the kitchen, where most 
house � res start. Check for any damage 
to the � re extinguisher that may impair 
its use, including a cracked nozzle or 
dented canister. As a general rule, if  a 
residential � re extinguisher is 12 years 
old or more, it should be discarded and 
replaced with a new extinguisher.

Change the batteries in your 
smoke detectors every six months or so. 
And test to make sure they’re working.

Consider getting a monitored 
security system that alerts authorities 
to possible intrusions or � res. 
Typically, a security system will 
earn you a discount on homeowners 
insurance.

Outside

When the weather turns nasty, your 
home is put to the test from the outside 

�„

�„

�„

�„

�„

�„

in. As with indoor hazards, poor exterior 
maintenance can create dangerous 
situations and lead to major property 
damage. It may be time to get your hands 
dirty with these outdoor chores.

Cut tree limbs so they’re not 
touching the house or hanging over 
the roof. This prevents damage from 
falling limbs and also keeps � res from 
spreading.

Check once a year to see that 
roof  vents, shingles, metal � ashing, 
and other roof  materials are in good 
condition. Even small leaks or loose 
materials could become big problems 
in a heavy storm.

Clean your gutters of  dirt and 
debris at least once per year. Proper 
drainage of  rainwater prevents 
foundation problems and water 

�„

�„

�„

damage to exterior wood and walls.
While it takes a little time and 

elbow grease, the bene� ts of  home 
maintenance far outweigh the work 
and costs involved. Not only can you 
prevent major repair costs down the 
road, you make your home a more 
enjoyable place to live, and protect its 
resale value should you decide to move. 
Most importantly, you can sleep better at 
night knowing you’ve taken precautions 
to help keep your family safe.

For more information about how to 
keep your home and family safe, visit 
the Federal Alliance for Safe Homes at 
� ash.org and the Institute for Business 
& Home Safety at disastersafety.org.

This information is provided for 
general informational purposes 
only and should not be considered 

a substitute for insurance coverage 
or professional insurance coverage 
advice. Please contact your insurer 
regarding any speci� c policy converge 
and any restrictions regarding your 
current policy.

Rios oversees a team of  professionals 
who develop insurance policies and 
coverages to meet the unique needs 
of  USAA membership. Stewards of  
the association, these professionals 
help keep USAA Þ nancially sound 
and protect members. Over the last 
25 years, Rios has progressed from 
Þ nancial and regional management 
positions in the property and casualty 
industry to developing strategic 
property underwriting initiatives on a 
countrywide basis.

© 2008 MCT
Source: Boca Raton Police Department, 

South Florida Sun-Sentinel research
Graphic: Brian Haas, researcher and Belinda 

Long-Ivey, South Florida Sun-Sentinel

Keep doorways
well-lit and partially 
visible from the street

Prune tree branches
to 6 to 7 ft. (1.8 to 2.1 m) 
above ground, so 
burglars can•t climb them

Trim shrubs
low around windows 
and doors to prevent 
criminals from hiding 
behind them

Place large gravel
below windows 
to make it easier 
to hear intruders 
walking by

Keep shrubs
that border sidewalks 
or driveways at a 
height of 2 to 4 ft.
(60 to 120 cm)

Remove trellises
from walls to prevent 
them from being 
used as ladders

Keep garage doors
locked and closed 
while you are away

Limit fences
in the front yard 
to 4 ft. (120 cm); 
they should be 
see-through

Police recommend
against privacy fences, 
but if you have one, 
plant a hedge or 
thorny plants and 
bushes for climbing 
deterrents

Here are a few simple landscaping ideas to help make your home safer:

Install
self-closing
gates and keep 
them locked

Plant spiny
or thorny plants, 
such as roses, 
under windows; 
keep them trimmed 
low to keep 
windows 
unobstructed

Position 
motion-activated 
floodlights in dark 
areas around the 
house; place them in 
hard-to-reach areas 
to prevent tampering

Guide to burglar-proofing home with plants
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By Rebecca Hertz
Homefront Magazine

R
etired Col. William C. 
Haponski graduated from 
West Point in 1956. Fort 

Hood was his Þ rst full-time duty 
assignment. He volunteered to 
serve in Vietnam in 1966 and 
deployed in 1968 to a location east 
and north of  Saigon. 

Serving under Col. George 
Patton, son of  the famous general, 
as his right-hand man in planning 
and operations and later as his 
executive ofÞ cer, eventually 
Haponski became commander 
of  the 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry 
Regiment.

He grew up in an era at West 
Point taught by tactical ofÞ cers 
from World War II or Korea, and 
was told that a battalion level 
command was the best command 
one could ever hope for, he said.

ÒIn Vietnam I had a squadron 
battalion level command. I found 
they were right, especially in 
Vietnam,Ó he said. ÒIn one minute 
you were with a general doing 
planning and the next with the 
troops that were Þ ghting and 
dying.Ó

HaponskiÕs new book, ÒOne 
Hell of  a Ride: Inside an Armored 
Cavalry Task Force in Vietnam,Ó 
is his third book, but his Þ rst 
military history.

ÒVietnam was very difÞ cult 
for me. I lost 40 young men,Ó 
Haponski said. ÒI was the father 
Þ gure. Even though I was only 
36, I was the old man. It was my 
responsibility to bring them back 
and I didnÕt.Ó

He said he couldnÕt talk about 
Vietnam for many years. 

In 1999, he opened a footlocker. 
ÒIt still smelled like the jungle.Ó 

He found his journals and put 

them on the shelf, unable to read 
them for another year. When he 
did start reading them, he decided 
he had to write about what he 
experienced.

On the Internet, he searched for 
his regiment and found a Web site 
put up by one of  his soldiers. 

That one contact turned into 
about 200 within a year, with men 
who served in the same area. 
They began to open up and talk 
about their experiences and he 
felt he owed it to the boys to write 
the story.

Haponski said he didnÕt trust 

his memory and began intensive 
research through the National 
Archives with the help of  a few 
other veterans.

ÒSome (of  the records) were in 
my handwritten scribbling from 
combat,Ó he said.

During his eight years of  
research he encountered a retired 
CIA ofÞ cer who was ß uent in 
Vietnamese and served for years 
in Vietnam as a CIA ofÞ cer. 
He had records of  the history 
in Vietnamese, one relating to 
a battle Haponski fought. So 
not only did he have the battle 
accounts from the American 
side but also from the enemyÕs 
perspective, he said.

ÒThe guys are astonished with 
the background from the enemy,Ó 
he said. ÒNow they understand 
what when on.Ó

The book features four Fort 
Hood area soldiers: retired 
Command Sgts. Maj. Charles 
McGrath of  Kempner and Thomas
Arbaugh of  Killeen who fought 
in battles at the Michelin Rubber 
Plantation north of  Saigon; 
retired 1st Sgt. Terry Valentine 
of  Copperas Cove who fought in 
battles in the Iron Triangle and 
along Thunder Road; and retired 
Command Sgt. Maj. Robert Haire 
of  Copperas Cove who fought 
along Thunder Road.

Valentine said it was helpful 
to see the other side of  what was 
happening. Often soldiers didnÕt 
understand what the American 
side was doing or why.

Valentine worked with 
Haponski to gather records and 
information. He said they started 
looking for the basics from 
1968-70. 

Initially he spent almost every 
waking hour on the project, which
is ongoing. 

Author recounts service in Vietnam
ON THE HOMEFRONT

“Vietnam was very dif� cult for me. I lost 40 young  men. 
I was the father � gure. Even though I was only 36, 
I was the old man. It was my responsibility to brin g 

them back and I didn’t.”
Retired Col. William C. Haponski, pictured above in Vietnam
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They hope to locate and catalog 
the records from the time the 
division went into Vietnam in 1965 
until they returned in 1970.

“Task Force QuarterCav was the 
last of  the 1st Infantry Division 
combat units to stand down,” 
Valentine said. “We protected 
the rear to make sure the North 
Vietnamese and Viet Cong didn’t 
attack 1st Infantry Division units 
preparing to come home.”

He said it is important to 
have the documentation if  a 
veteran needs to � le a claim with 
the Veterans Affairs. Because 
soldiers were often pulled from 
their regular unit and sent to 
work with another, they don’t 
always know who they were 
working for to access the logs for 
information.

The book is dedicated to 
the “magni� cent troopers 
and soldiers of  Task Force 
QuarterCav, especially those who 
did not return with the rest of  
us or who became emotionally 
or physically ill from Vietnam 
service and to their families and 
loved ones.”

This “band of  brothers” 
has reunited to share their 
experiences and support one 
another.

“One Hell of  a Ride: Inside an 
Armored Cavalry Task Force in 
Vietnam” is available at Amazon.
com.

Contact Rebecca Hertz at rhertz@
kdhnews.com or call (254) 501-7469.

Courtesy photos

Retired Col. Will iam C. Haponski, left, and retired 1st Sgt. Terry Valentine worked 
together on research for “One Hell of a Ride: Inside an Armored Cavalry Task Force,” 
which recounts Haponski’s experience in Vietnam.
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By Amanda Kim Stairrett
Homefront Magazine

H
is wife and son. Mexican food. The Dallas 
Cowboys. Green grass. Seeing the sky. Spc. 
Jonathan Lopez missed a lot of  things 
while he was in Iraq.

He got them back Oct. 8.
Lopez returned to Fort Hood with about 300 

from the 13th Sustainment Command’s 96th 
Transportation Company and 81st and 151st 
Movement Control Teams. Soldiers from the 81st 
were welcomed at a morning ceremony, while the rest 
arrived later that afternoon.

The 96th Transportation Company deployed to 
Iraq in early October 2008 — its sixth tour to Iraq 
since 2003. The company’s tours last anywhere from 
six to 12 months. Its previous deployment was nine 
months, while the current one lasted 12.

The 96th is a combat heavy equipment transport, 
or HET, company, meaning the soldiers haul the 
biggest equipment in the Army like M1A1 Abrams 
tanks that can weigh more than 60 tons each.

The deployment was scary at � rst, Lopez said 
while riding a bus from Robert Gray Army Air� eld 
to Kieschnick Physical Fitness Center. He didn’t ge t 
used to it, but he did get more familiar with roads 
he navigated almost every day as an “88 Mike” — an 
Army truck driver.

Lopez, an El Paso native, graduated early and 
started out life after high school as a computer 
engineering student at the University of  Texas 
at El Paso. School was easy, though, and after two 
semesters he wanted a challenge. Lopez joined the 
Texas National Guard.

Fifteen months later he switched to active duty 
and, from in� uence from his stepfather, who is an 88 
Mike in the National Guard, Lopez became a truck 
driver.

Lopez deployed from Fort Hood a year ago, just a 
month after his son, Jonathan Nicolas, was born. He 
went home for leave in March to El Paso and saw his 
son for the second time. By the time Lopez returned 
Thursday, Jonathan was a high-� ve slapping, 
walking 1-year-old.

Beatrice, Lopez’s high school sweetheart and wife 
of  two years, made sure little Jonathan knew who 
his daddy was even though he was 7,000 miles away. 
She hung photos above his crib and told him: “This is 
your dad.”

Lopez would call home after long missions to 
talk to Beatrice and she would put Jonathan on 
the phone. She told her husband that their son 
recognized his voice.

The � rst-time father was frustrated that his job 
kept him from experiencing many important � rsts 
with his family: � rst birthday, � rst steps, � rst  high-
� ve after a Dallas Cowboys touchdown.

Beatrice recorded short videos of  Jonathan and 
sent them to her husband. It may have only been � v e 
seconds of  video, “but it was the best � ve seconds  of  
the day,” Lopez said.

He was nervous to see his family as the bus that 
carried him and his fellow soldiers to the gym 
crossed from West Fort Hood to main post. He was 
worried that maybe his little boy wouldn’t recogniz e 
him.

“My heart’s already pounding right now just 
thinking about it,” Lopez said.

Once the soldiers arrived, nervousness made way 
for excitement as they formed up and ran into the 

gym, which was packed with screaming soldiers, 
family members and other loved ones.

Lopez didn’t see the neon, handmade signs his 
grandmother and little sister waved. 

His � rst glimpse of  his family came as Beatrice 
maneuvered through the mass of  people toward him.

Lopez immediately took his son in his arms and 
quietly spoke to him, running his � ngers along his  
little face. Beatrice pointed at her husband and to ld 
her son: “This is your dad. This is daddy.”

Contact Amanda Kim Stairrett at astair@kdhnews.
com or (254) 501-7547.

IN THE SERVICE

Soldiers reunite with families

Homefront/STEVEN DOLL

Soldiers with the 13th Sustainment Command’s 96th Transportation Company check in after disembarking at Robert 
Gray Army Airfield Oct. 8 as they return from Iraq. INSET: Spc. Jonathan Lopez, with the 13th Sustainment Command’s 
96th Transportation Company, holds his son, Jonathan Nicolas Lopez, as his wife, Beatrice Lopez, looks on.
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Best bets
The Second Chance Animal Shelter 

will conduct pet adoptions from noon to 
4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday at PetSmart 
and Petco.

The adoption fee for dogs is $120, 
which includes spay/neuter, vaccinations, 
vet check and microchip.

The adoption fee for adult cats in $50 
and $45 for kittens.

Visit the shelter at 5501 Clear Creek 
Road (two miles north of the Killeen 
airport) to see animals ready for adoption. 
It’s open from noon to 5 p.m. weekdays 
and from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekends.

For more information, call 526-6200 or 
go to www.centexhumanesociety.com.

�„���„���„
The Fort Hood OfÞ cersÕ WivesÕ Club

is to host the 28th Annual Holiday 
Bazaar from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Nov. 14 and 
from noon to 5 p.m. Nov. 15 at the Killeen 
Civic and Conference Center. It is set 
to feature more than 100 arts and crafts 
vendors. The bazaar is open to the public, 
and activities include pictures with Santa, 
outdoor food vendors and the Holiday 
Café. More information can be found on the 
club’s Web site: www.FortHoodOWC.org

�„���„���„
Phantom Warrior Lanes  is offering 

families the opportunity to make their 
Family Night a Bowlopolis Night  each 
Monday. Families are invited to bring 
their children and bowl for $25 per lane 
per hour. The cost includes shoe rental, 
medium soft drinks for each bowler, free 
nacho coupon for the family, membership 
to the Bowlopolis Club for kids and a 
complimentary DVD. 

A new Bowlopolis DVD will premiere 
each month, and a limited supply of DVDs 
will be available to Bowlopolis Family 
Night bowlers. 

For more information, go to www.
hoodmwr.com, call Phantom Warrior 
Lanes at (254) 288-6414 or stop by 
Building 49010, located on Clear Creek 
Road at Santa Fe Avenue. 

Movies, Music, Arts, 
Theater & Books

MoÕs Productions  presents BLUJAZZ 
Harvest Festival  Nov. 14 at the Events 
Center in Harker Heights. This is for the 
mature audience to come out and enjoy 
good music. 

The evening will be hosted by comedian 
Walter Campbell , with opening act 
SJQ Swann Jazz Quartet  from Waco, 
showcasingBigg Robb and da Poblem 
Solvas  and legendary artist Lenny
Williams.

Food will be provided by Hooters 
in Killeen. Food is included with the 
purchase of VIP tickets and will be for 
sale for general admission ticket holders. 
The show is for age 21 and older. Dress 
to impress. Doors open for VIP at 6:30 
p.m. and for general admission at 7:30 

p.m. The show starts at 8:30 p.m. Photos 
will be available for purchase.

Tickets available online and at local 
outlets. VIP tickets are $25, � rst-
class tickets are $20, coach tickets 
are $15, general admission tickets 
are $10 (available only at the door or 
online). Reserve table groups of 10 
in advance. Vendors welcome. Go to 
www.mosproductions.net or call (254) 
371-4696.

�„���„���„
“Bell, Book and Candle ” will be 

presented at the Silver Spur Theater  in 
Salado through Nov. 7. Show times are 
7:30 p.m. Fridays and 2 p.m. Saturdays. 
The cost is $15 for adults, $12 for senior 
citizens, military personnel and students 
with ID, and $8 for children 12 and 
under. For reservations, call (254) 947-
3456. For more information, go to www.
saladosilverspurtheater.com.

�„���„���„
The Killeen High School 

Kangarettes  will be sponsoring a Hip-
Hop Workshop  by Gino Johnson
Saturday, at the Killeen High School gym. 
Johnson’s award winning choreography 
can be seen on ESPN, ABC, FOX, NBC, 
as well as, by many of the NBA and NFL 
dance teams. Studio dancers, middle 
school and high school drill teams and 
anyone who loves the unique style of hip-
hop are welcome. 

The cost for the event is $25 in 
advance and $35 on the day of event for 
each workshop. There will be a beginner’s 
workshop from 9 to 10:30 a.m. and an 
intermediate workshop from 10:30 a.m. to 
noon.

For additional information or registration 
forms, contact Betsy Brown  at grace.
brown@killeenisd.org or call (254) 336-
0463. Registration will begin at 8 a.m. 
Oct. 31.

�„���„���„
The Texas Drive-In Theater , 4001 

S. Fort Hood St. in Killeen, will show a 
double-feature today through Thursday. 
Tickets are $7 for adults and $5 for 
children, ages 3-11. For more information, 
including � lms and showtimes, call (254) 
616-6400.

�„���„���„
Club Upscales  in Killeen is featuring 

karaoke every Wednesday night at 9 p.m.
Club Upscales is at 567 W. Veterans 

Memorial Blvd., across from Mickey’s.
Featured disc jockeys are The Diva and 

DJ Pipe La’yer.
�„���„���„

Gold Star Dance Studio  in Killeen 
is offering dancing at 9 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays for a $5 cover charge.

Gold Star is at 1110 W. Jasper Drive 
in Killeen. For more information, call (254) 
699-6000 or e-mail goldstar1110@
hotmail.com.

�„���„���„
Learn to dance like the stars! Ballroom

dance classes  are back each Thursday 
from 4 to 5 p.m. or from 7 to 8 p.m. The 
cost is $10 per session and classes are 

open to active-duty soldiers and families, 
airmen, reservists, military retirees and 
their families, Defense Department civilian 
employees and one guest. Join the Skate 
and Aerobics Center for a new dance 
style each week. Dress is casual but 
leather-soled shoes are required. For more 
information, call (254) 287-5623. The 
Skate and Aerobics Center is on 37th 
Street, Building 324.

Fundraisers
The Team Phoenix Car Club is

hosting the second annual Christmas 
toy drive  through Dec. 12. The group 
will accept new and gently used toys, 
clothes, shoes, school supplies and non-
perishable foods to be distributed to 
Families In Crisis, Communities In Schools 
and Santa’s Workshop.

Drop-off locations in Killeen and Harker 
Heights include Power Signs & Graphics, 
Big Bang Customs, Lone Star Customs, 
The Music Vault, Glamour Shots, The 
GAP, Estilos Barber Shop, Bambino’s 
Childcare, Cat Customs, R.A.W. Customs, 
Casa Realty and Texas Car Title and 
Loans.

On Dec. 12, a meet and greet will be 
held to end the toy drive. Car and bike 
enthusiasts and the general public are 

invited to come out, bring a donation and 
enjoy good music and food.

�„���„���„
The Ladies of Charity of Harker 

Heights are preparing for the ÒAnnual 
Holiday BazaarÓ  from 9 a.m. to 7:30 
p.m. Nov. 7 and from 8 to 11 a.m. Nov. 
8 at St. Paul Chong Hasang Catholic 
Church, 1000 E. Farm-to-Market 2410 in 
Harker Heights.

All proceeds are used to assist the 
poor and needy of the community. 
The funds raised are donated to local 
groups such as Families in Crisis, Food 
Care Banks, Hope Pregnancy Center, 
Meals on Wheels and many other needy 
organizations.

Available for sale at the bazaar will be 
handmade crafts, baked goods, books, 
jewelry, hand-crafted gifts and a variety of 
other items. Raf� e tickets are also being 
sold for many gift baskets.

On Post
Meet and greet former Dallas Cowboys 

wide receiver Raghib ÒRocketÓ Ismail
at the Warrior Way Post Exchange at Old 
Ironside Ave., Building 87030, from 10 
a.m. to noon Saturday. The event is open 
to the public. For more information, call 
(254) 532-8100.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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By Rebecca Hertz
Homefront Magazine

Haunted houses are intended to appear unsafe,  
scary and brutal. But according to Norm Glenn, 
who has worked in the industry for 18 years, it is 

really one of  the safest places you can go.
“I grew up in Connecticut where Halloween and 

haunted houses are a big deal,” said Glenn, CEO of  
Mansion of  Terror in Round Rock. “I loved getting 
scared.”

Imbedded in theatrical lighting, sound effects, 
animatronics and scary actors, there are 
extensive � re codes and safety features 
to protect patrons and staff. The 
incorporation of  sprinkler systems, 
� re protection systems, use of  
� ame retardant materials 
and emergency exit signs 
all contribute to the 
construction of  a safe 
environment. There 
are egress hallways 
and secret 
passageways 
built into the 
house to 
allow staff  
members to 
move quickly 
through 
the facility 
to assist 
patrons if  
needed.

The 
Mansion 

of  Terror Haunted House has been operating for six 
years. The attraction, which operates two houses, 
has never had a safety incident. Glenn said its saf ety 
record is due to a concentrated effort to create a safe 
attraction. The haunted house partners with local 
police to have uniformed of� cers on-site.

“People tend to behave when an of� cer is present,” 
Glenn said.

Glenn said to prevent injury they try to limit 
groups to six people, because when folks get scared 

they tend to fall over one another, which can cause 
injuries. Groups are spaced up to two minutes apart 
and there may be as many as 10 to 11 groups in a 
house at once. The staff  knows how many people are 
inside at all times to allow for effective and comp lete 
evacuation should the need arise.

The attraction has about 500 individuals each year 
who get too scared to make it through and have to b e 
led outside. People have had panic attacks and even 
passed out, he said.

“It is a huge adrenalin rush for people, like a lon g 
roller coaster ride,” Glenn said. “Instead of  watch ing 
a horror movie they are a part of  the action.”

The attraction draws about 20,000 visitors per year 
over a six-week span. They rebuild from the ground 

up each year and change the themes and room 
designs for 42 rooms plus exterior facades and

animatronic props. The rebuilding process 
starts in January and continues until 

the next season opening. They employ 
about 70 individuals in staff, support 

and acting positions.
“It’s a labor of  love,” Glenn 

said. “It is something you have 
to be passionate about.”

The themes for this year are
“Blood Frenzy II: Reign of  
Blood,” which takes visitors 
through the farmhouse and
barn of  a serial killer; and 
“Death Asylum: Zombie 
Carnage,” a mental 
hospital overrun by 
zombies.

The Mansion of  
Terror is rated No. 1 in 
the country by Lionsgate 
Films and was selected a 
“Top 8 Haunted House” 

in the U.S. by The Travel 
Channel, according to a press

release.
Each season The Mansion 

of  Terror selects nonpro� t 
partners within the community 

and a percentage of  Friday 
night’s proceeds are donated to the 

organization.
Glenn said one of  the biggest safety 

tips is not to wear � ip-� ops to a haunted 
house. It is unsafe to run in them if  you get 

scared and they fall off.
“We end up with a whole basket 

full of  � ip-� ops,” Glenn said.

Contact Rebecca Hertz at 
rhertz@kdhnews.com or (254) 501-7469.

If you go
What:  The 

Mansion of 
Terror Haunted 
House

Where:  Round 
Rock, Interstate 35 
exit 251

When: 7 p.m. 
to midnight through 
Saturday.

Cost:  $15 admission 
to one house or $20 for 
both – tax included.

For information or 
to purchase tickets, 
go to www.
mansionofterror.
com.

HALLOWEEN EVENTS

Local haunted house scary, but safe
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Halloween events
Clayton Homes of Killeen will hold 

a Halloween Trick or Treat  from 
noon to 3 p.m. Oct. 31 at Clayton 
Homes #681, 3800 E. Central Texas 
Expressway in Killeen. The safe and 
fun family event will feature a costume 
contest with prizes and ID card 
Þ ngerprinting for the kids. Bring your 
treat bag for free candy. For more 
information, call (254) 690-3225.

�„���„���„
Central Texas College  presents a

Haunted House and Fall Carnival
Friday and Saturday from 6 to 11 p.m. 
in the Student Center, Building 106. 
Events include a hayride, games and 
food. A horror movie is scheduled for 
11:15 p.m. Tickets for the haunted 
house are $4 and hayride tickets are 
$1. The event is open to the public. 
For information call Joe Ribar, campus 
police at (254) 526-1427 or Student 
Life at (254) 526-1258.

�„���„���„
Trick or treat from 4 to 6:30 p.m. 

Oct. 30 at Keller Williams Realty 
Heart of Texas , 2025 Memory Lane, 
Suite 400 in Harker Heights. There will 
be free popcorn and drinks, moonwalk, 
face painting and a door prize for one 
lucky winner. For information, call (254) 
634-8500.

�„���„���„
DonÕt miss “Scared Straight”  at

Skyline Baptist Church . ÒScared 
StraightÓ runs 7 to 9 p.m. through 
Saturday at the church, at 906 
Trimmier Road in Killeen. This is the 
ninth year the church has conducted 
the Judgement House performances 
as an alternative to Halloween haunted 
houses.

�„���„���„
First Baptist Church  of Killeen 

is sponsoring a Trunk or Treat
event from 5 to 8 p.m. Saturday. 
Area residents area invited to come 
to the church parking lot at 3310 S. 
W.S. Young Drive for a safe family 
environment for their trick-or-treaters. 

�„���„���„
The Trinity Baptist Church Fall 

Festival is from 4:30 to 
7 p.m. Saturday. There will be lots of 
activities, a silent auction, a chili cook-
off, carnival games, cake walk, prizes, 
food, and fun for the whole family.

Everyone is invited to this yearÕs fall 
festival and requested to bring a can or 
box of food for the Food Care Center 
as an entrance fee. The church is at 
403 E. Farm-to-Market 2410 in Harker 
Heights. For more information, call the 
church ofÞ ce at (254) 699-0529.

�„���„���„
Grace Lutheran Church  of Killeen 

will hold its third annual Trunk or Treat
from 6 to 8 p.m. Saturday in the church 
parking lot.

This is held to give children a 
save alternative to traditional trick or 
treating. Participants receive bags to 
collect candy from the trunks of other 
participantÕs cars. Join us for games, 
prizes, food and fun. The church is at 
1007 Bacon Ranch Road. 

�„���„���„
Eastlake Baptist Church  invites 

the public to its annual Fall Harvest 
Festival Saturday. Activities are 
scheduled from 6 to 8 p.m. and include 
crafts, games and treats. Children and 
adults are welcome.

Eastlake Baptist is 3213 Lake Road 
in Killeen. For more information, call 
(254) 690-4400.
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