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Congratulations 
2009 Graduates!
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Congratulations 2009 Graduates!
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(MS) -- With millions of  stu-
dents headed to college this fall, 
chances are you may know a 
member of  the graduating class 
of  2009. Soon both grads and 
their parents will begin seek-
ing advice on how to prepare 
for this exciting but challeng-
ing time of  life. Challenges like 
what to bring, how to get it to 
school and how to fit it into a 
room the size of  a closet can 
seem daunting -- the experts at 
Bed Bath & Beyond recommend 
following some simple steps to 
help make getting to school as 
stress free as possible without 
breaking the bank.

“For years, Bed Bath & 
Beyond has been helping stu-
dents and parents save time 
and money,” commented Bari 
Fagin of  Bed Bath & Beyond. 
“We have developed many tools 
and tips for students and par-

ents -- whether it’s using our 
comprehensive checklist, read-
ing ‘College Insider’ on our Web 
site or seeking the help of  one 
of  our in-store experts. We’re 
here to help make going off  to 
college as simple and stress free 
as possible.”

Fagin offers the following 
suggestions to help students 
and parents save time and 
money:

• Check it Out! Check with 
your school before you shop to 
learn about the specific rules 
and regulations of  your on-
campus housing. This will help 
make sure you don’t spend your 
money on things your school 
won’t allow or things that may 
be provided.

• Check it Off.  Use a compre-
hensive checklist to figure out 

what you need to buy and what 
you can take from home. Bed 
Bath & Beyond has a checklist 
that can be found in all stores 
and online at bedbathandbe-
yond.com.

• Split it Up.  Students should 
reach out to their roommates 
before they shop to decide who 
is bringing what so they avoid 
bringing (and buying) dupli-
cates. They can split up the 
checklist online, discuss a color 
scheme and even e-mail their fu-
ture roommate their selections 
using the “E-mail a friend” 
feature.

• Cheat Sheet.  Many college 
and university dorms have twin 
extra long mattresses -- make 
sure you know which yours has 
before you select your bedding 
to avoid return trips to the store.

• Find it Here,  Pick up Near 
School! Bed Bath & Beyond 
stores offer a unique “Pack & 
Hold(R)” service that eliminates 
the hassle of  packing the car 
or the cost of  renting a moving 
van. Simply shop at a store near 
home and then pick the items up 
at the store near college.

• If  You Forget it, Don’t Sweat
it!  Bed Bath & Beyond offers a 
college/store locator on their 
Web site so you can easily find 
the store closest to college to 
pick up the things you forgot to 
bring -- like hangers, extension 
cords and surge protectors.

Visit Bed Bath & Beyond 
stores nationwide or online at 
www.bedbathandbeyond.com 
and let the experts make getting 
to college a lot easier than it was 
to get in.
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College Prep: Home Sweet Dorm 101
Tips to help you save time and money
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Congratulations 2009 
Graduates!



By Rebecca LaFlure
Killeen Daily Herald

A melia Mallett, valedictorian 
of  Shoemaker High School, 
said she loved everything 

about high school.
Mallett transferred to Shoemaker 

from Ellison High School three years 
ago to take higher level math courses 
and participate in Shoemaker•s 
Robotics team. 

•I loved the challenges and the 
opportunities I had. I loved the 
chance to extend myself  to be more 
than what I was already,Ž she said.

Not only did Mallett excel in 
academics, but she made it a point to 
participate in other activities in the 
school. 

She played on the school•s golf  
team, and was a member of  the 
Robotics team, math club and 
Student to Student program.

She looks forward to graduation 

and is eager 
to pursue 
her chosen 
profession, she 
said. 

She will 
attend Tulane 
University in 
New Orleans 
on a Naval 
scholarship. 

She plans to 
study biomedical 
engineering, and 
hopes to get into 
reconstructive plastic surgery. 

•I•m sad that it•s ending, but I know 
how bright my future is,Ž she said.

Jeyna Perez, salutatorian of  
Shoemaker High, described high 
school graduation as •bitter sweet.Ž 

She will attend the University of  
California „ Los Angeles this fall to 
study biology. 

She plans to pursue a career in 

medicine.
Perez will be 

a step ahead 
of  her peers at 
UCLA. 

She was 
involved in 
the Temple 
Bioscience 
Program, and 
will earn her 
Associate•s 
degree by the 
end of  this 
summer.

Perez was a member of  the 
National Honor Society and played 
varsity tennis. She served as team 
captain her senior year. 

She was also actively involved in 
her church•s youth group at Holy 
Family in Copperas Cove.

Her parents and completive nature 
were what kept her motivated 
throughout high school, she said. 

•I•m really competitive and my 
parents really pushed me,Ž she said. 
•They always wanted me to do better 
and I always wanted to make them 
proud.Ž

Shoemaker duo plans to study science

AMELIA MALLETT

VALEDICTORIAN
JEYNA PEREZ

SALUTATORIAN

If you go
What: Shoemaker High School 

graduation
Where: Bell County Expo Center 

in Belton and broadcast online at 
https://www.killeenisd.org/gradcast.

When: 7 p.m. Sunday (June 7)

Watch area graduations online at https://www.killee nisd.com/gradcast
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Good Luck in 
High School
Next year!
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(MS) - With graduation on the 
horizon, many high school 
seniors are anxiously anticipat-
ing their exodus from Mom and 
Dad’s house to the less restric-
tive dorms of  their colleges of  
choice. Visions of  parties, late 
school nights spent hanging out 
with friends, and no Mom and 
Dad to check in on them popu-
late the dreams of  many a high 
school senior as graduation 
draws closer and closer.

But as exciting as begin-
ning college can be, it can also 
prove difficult in a number of  
ways if  soon-to-be freshmen 
aren’t prepared for what may 
lie ahead. Parents and college-
bound kids alike should dis-
cuss the following topics before 
parting ways this fall.

Finances

It seems that no matter how 

much money kids head off  to 
college with, it’s never enough. 
This is especially true of  enter-
ing freshmen, who have more 
than likely never faced living 
on a budget before. If  a student 
will not be working and their 
parents will be sending them 
money during the semester, 
it’s best to work out a payment 
schedule (once per semester, 
once per month, bi-monthly, 
etc.) and stick to it. Parents 
should avoid the temptation 
of  bailing kids out if  they’ve 
spent their allotted money 
too quickly, just like students 
should avoid the temptation of  
spending the money too fast.

Parents should also discuss 
credit cards with their chil-
dren before the kids head off  to 
school. College campuses are 
notorious breeding grounds for 
credit card solicitation. Kids 
who don’t fully understand the 

concept of  credit can, and often 
do, find themselves in deep 
financial trouble because of  
credit cards. If  a student has 
his or her own cell phone (and 
who doesn’t these 
days?), let your 
son or daughter 
begin paying for 
it in the months 
before he leaves for 
college. This should 
help get him or her 
acclimated to pay-
ing bills, and the 
importance of  pay-
ing them on time, 
before heading off  
to school.

Academics

Understand-
ably, most
students
start off  

struggling in the academic 
department. This often has 
nothing to do with the course 
load. Instead, it’s typically the 
product of  students being over-
whelmed by their newfound 
freedom, resulting in studies 

sliding down their pri-
ority list.

Incoming 
freshmen 

should 
recog-
nize 

that, while 
struggling
 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Continued on 
page 18
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Helping New High School Grads Understand What Lies Ahead



Continued from page 17
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
to adapt to a new course load 
and new environment is to be 
expected, it’s not an excuse for 
a prolonged academic struggle. 
The point of  going to college is 
an education first and foremost. 
GoCollege.com, an online re-
source for college-bound stu-
dents, recommends developing 
a diligent and consistent system 
of  study habits to avoid digging 
an early academic hole. This 
can involve study groups, brief  
study periods after each class 
to make sure you understand 
all materials, or a number of  
things that might work for each 
individual. But the main thing 
is to be consistent in your study 
approach, as once you get it 
down, you’ll be more efficient 
and able to enjoy more of  that 
enticing free time.

Social Life

While education is the most 
important thing about college, 

developing socially is impor-
tant as well. For some students, 
over-focusing on academics can 
make college a difficult period 
in their life. Particularly for 
entering freshmen, developing 
friendships is an important step 
in adapting to college. Students 
should embrace the chance 
to meet new people, many of  
whom might be from different 
parts of  the country or even the 
world, which can be an educa-
tional process in and of  itself.

While social life should never 
take precedence over academ-
ics, balancing work and play is 
something students will have 
to do the rest of  their lives, and 
part of  college is preparing 
them to do just that. Parents 
should make students aware 
that academics are important, 
but that developing as a human 
being and not just as a student 
is important as well.

For more tips on preparing 
for college, visit www.gocollege.
com.
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(MS) -- College students 
majoring in Chemical En-
gineering can expect to 
earn more than their fellow 
graduates right out of  the 
gate. According to a study 
by the National Association 
of  Colleges and Employers 
(NACE), new college gradu-
ates with degrees in Chemi-
cal Engineering were offered 
an average of  $59,361 in the 
summer of  2007. That’s a bet-
ter than five percent increase 
from the salaries they were 
offered the year before. Com-
puter engineering grads were 
second on the list, fielding 
offers that averaged slightly 
more than $56,000 per year 
directly out of  college. 
Rounding out the top five 
were graduates with Electri-
cal Engineering, Mechanical 
Engineering and Computer 
Science degrees, each of  

whom averaged offers better 
than $53,000 per year right 
out of  college. On the op-
posite end of  the spectrum, 
Psychology majors might 
want to pick up a second ma-
jor if  they’re looking to make 
money upon graduation. 
Psychology majors received 
the lowest offers directly out 
of  college,averaging offers of  
$31,631 upon graduation. But 
psychology majors should 
be encouraged as the offers 
mark a nearly five percent 
increase from those received 
by those who graduated in 
2006. Salaries rose for new 
grads across the board in 
2007, although the increase 
didn’t much benefit gradu-
ates with degrees in History, 
English or Sociology, each 
which averaged offers less 
than $34,000 annually upon 
graduation. 

Did You Know?
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