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On Tuesday, early voting locations opened around

March 2 Primary

the county for residents to begin casting their vot es Election Voting
In the March 2 primary electlon§ for several state and Locations
county ofpces that are open this year. Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
. . » Precinct 105 Copperas Cove Civic
The Killeen Dally Herald-Cove Herald staff Center 1206 W. Ave B, Copperas Cove
. . » Preci 109 E City Hall, 598 E
attempted to contact all the candidates in county oy 8 vt e R RS
i » Precinct 110, 111 Purmela Baptist
races.to give them the chance to angwer several Church 875 FM 932, Purmola
guestions about high-proble county issues and » Precinct 116, 108 Kling Baptist Church,
. 6730 FM 1783, Gatesville
provide background on themselves for our readers. , Precinct 117 Holy Family Church, 1201

Veterans Ave, Copperas Cove
, Precinct 122 Immanuel Lutheran Church,

In this special section, read information about the Yy e

responding candidates, their backgrounds and their » Precinct 202 Coryell County Courthouse
. Annex , 201 S. Seventh St., Gatesville
personal statements about why they are running. . Precinct 213 St. Johns Lutheran Church,

10801 FM 929, Gatesville
» Precinct 219 First Presbyterian Church,

On pages 8 and 9 Of tOdayOS COVG Herald’ we have 704 Martin Luther King Drive, Copperas Cove

created a grid comparing the answers of responding » Precinct 221, 320 Eastside Baptist Church,
. . . ) 1202 ML King Jr. Drive, Copperas Cove
candidates in each race to four questions about maj  or . Precinct 303 Coryell County Activities
. . Complex, Hwy 84 East, Gatesville
county issues that were asked of all the candidates . . Precinct 314, 312 Flat Community

Center, 159 CR 334, Flat
. . » Precinct 315 Oglesby Community
Early Voting Locations Center, Oglesby

» Precinct 401 Copperas Cove Public
Library, 501 S. Main St., Copperas Cove

, Precinct 404 Gatesville Senior Center,
208 N. Lutterloh, Gatesville

» Precinct 406, 407 Turnersville
Community Center, 8115 FM 182, Gatesville

» Precinct 418 Coryell County Courthouse
Annex, 201 S. Second, Copperas Cove

Hours, dates

» Monday through Feb. 26 — Early voting from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

» Tuesday — The last day to apply for a ballot by mail request (must be received, not postmarked

» March 2 — Primary Election Day. Deadline for receiving early ballots by mail (must be received,
not postmarked).

Locations

» Copperas Cove — Coryell County Annex, 201 S. Second

» Gatesville — Coryell County Courthouse Annex Courtroom, 201 S. Seventh St.
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Susan R. Stephens

Age, City: 63, Copperas
Cove

Ofpce: County Court at
Law

Status: Incumbent

Political Afbliation:
Republican

Background: Stephens
grew up and graduated from
high school in Gatesville before attending Baylor
University for law school. She has lived in Copperas
Cove since 1978. Stephens has held the position
of County Court at Law judge since the ofpceOs
inception in 1993.

Personal Statement: It has been a privilege
and honor to serve as Judge of the County Court at
Law. Many challenges face our county and the Court
at Law, including jail overcrowding, increased case
loads in the family law and misdemeanor dockets,
increased cost of indigent defense and budgetary
limitations.

With 17 years of experience as Court at Law
judge, | have full knowledge and understanding of
how to address and manage these challenges. |
am a bscal conservative and have always utilized
available county resources to avoid unnecessary
increases in the court®s budget.

| adhere to a personal and judicial code of
conduct and core values, which are critical to an
independent and impartial judiciary.

Joe Rodriguez
Age, City: 32, Gatesville

Ofpce: County Court at
Law Judge

Status: Challenger

Political Afbliation:
Republican

Background: Rodriguez
is a Gatesville attorney
with an associateOs degree
in general studies from Central Texas College
and a bachelorOs of professional studies from the
University of Mary Hardin-Baylor. He received
his juris doctorate from Ohio Northern University.
Rodriguez lives in Gatesville with his wife,
Stephanie, and two children.

Personal Statement: Serving the community
as a judge is something | am passionate about.
One of my strengths is interacting with diverse
groups of people.

As an Army child, | really disliked moving all the
time because it meant | had to start all over. But as
an adult, that really helped me. During my service in
the United States Army, | was tested every day on
my ability to lead people of different backgrounds.

As a judge, that ability is important because
the way a judge interacts with litigants has a
tremendous impact on the likelihood that they will
comply with court orders. Explaining mandates
and allowing people to tell their side of the story
are important in improving the ultimate likelihood
of success. It also reRects consistency and helps
people understand your decisions.

| want to make a positive difference in the
community by using my abilities to improve our way
of life.

e R L

Vote Republican
Coryell County Treasurer

Re-Elect
Donna Medford

33 Years On The Job Experience
14 Years As Treasurer
Appointed 2005 - Elected 2006
Certified County Treasurer
Proud Life-Long Resident of Coryell County
Proud Conservative

ok ok
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Elect Peggy Thompson County Clerk

John R. Lee

Age, City: 45, Coryell
County

Ofpce: County Court at
Law

Status: Challenger

Political Afpliation:
Republican

Background: Lee
graduated from high school in
Gatesville before joining the Air Force and serving
for bve years. He attended at the University of Texas
in Austin and studied law at Texas Tech University.
He served on the Gatesville City Council for two
terms between 2003 and 2007.

Lee is a bfth-generation Coryell County resident
and lives in an unincorporated part of the county
with his wife and daughter.

Personal Statement: | have extensive
experience in the areas of the law practiced before
the court. | manage my legal practice with the same
hardworking, common sense values that | will bring
to the bench.

Prior to the 2006 election, my opponent
announced that she would be retiring and would
not seek re-election in 2010. Since that time | have
discussed pursuing this position with my family and
peers on many occasions.

After much deliberation and encouragement, |
feel this to be the natural progression of my career
and am excited to bring new and different ideas,
perspective and enthusiasm to the bench.

| am ready to go to work on day one and will
not waiver in my commitment to the court and the
citizens of Coryell County.

Candidate for County Clerk
Republican Party Vice Chairman
Retired Attorney, U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers, Real Estate Division.
Improved service and strive for a
Satellite office in Copperas Cove.

Ready to serve You.

Political ad. Pd for by Peggy Thompson
Campaign, Peggy Thompson Treasurer

covering all of central texas

OSress

PUBLISHING Sunday, March 28, 2010

To advertise in the Progress Edition, contact your sales representative, call 501-7490 or visit us online at www.kdhnews.com.



John Firth

Age, City: 62, Copperas Cove
Ofpce: County Judge

Status: Incumbent

Political Afpliation:  Republican

Background: Firth has lived in Coryell County since
1989. Firth and his wife Jean have two children and four
grandchildren. Firth served as a colonel in the U.S. army
and received his pre-law degree at University of Redlands
in Souther California. He received his MBA from Texas
Christian University and holds a masters in education from
Georgia State University. Firth was Prst appointed county judge in June 2007
following the death of then-ofbce holder Riley Simpson.

Personal Statement: | am running for a full term as Coryell County Judge
following the privilege of serving the citizens while completing the term of our
beloved former Coryell County Judge, Riley Simpson. If elected, | pledge to
continue to focus my efforts to help provide effective county government at the
lowest cost possible to the property taxpayers of Coryell County.

As the federal government spends trillions of dalis it has to borrow and Texas
government spends billions of dollars, which will ake it difbcult to balance the Texas
budget in the next legislative session, Coryell Coty is spending $400,000 less in
2010 and lowered the property tax rate to help easthe taxpayer burden during these
challenging economic times. Unfortunately, increasj unfunded mandates by the
federal and state governments will likely continue force Coryell County to spend
more local property tax dollars to fund those mantis. It will take assertive Coryell
County leadership to work with federal and state btials to hold property taxes at the
lowest level possible. To provide essential goverrent services in the future, however,
Coryell County will need to continue to tighten itspending belt just as families are
being required to do during this economic downturn.

Coryell County will face challenges over the nexadir years, and it will take strong
leadership to address them. Because | believe thahave the knowledge and
persistence to successfully deal with these challeyes, | am asking Coryell County
citizens to allow me to continue to serve as thedounty judge for the next four years.
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Janice Gray
Age, City: 51, Gatesville
Ofpce: District Clerk
Status: Incumbent
Political Afpliation:  Republican

Background: Gray was born and raised in Coryell
County and lives in Gatesville with her husband, Fred. The
couple has four children and four grandchildren.

Gray was brst elected district clerk in 1998. Before that,
she was the court coordinator. Gray has an associates
degree in accounting.

Personal Statement: My name is Janice Gray and | am presently your District
Clerk for Coryell County. | am asking for your vote to be re-elected to this position.
| have been honored to be your district clerk since 1999.

| have served as a board member for the Texas Association of Counties in Austi
representing Coryell County. | have also served as the president for the Texas
Association of County and District Clerks for the State of Texas.

| feel it is important to be involved in these associations so Coryell County will
have a voice in Austin.

| have always tried to go above and beyond my duties as district clerk to serve
the citizens of Coryell County and you have my guarantee | will continue to do so.

It is a great honor and privilege to represent the citizens of Coryell County.

].D. SHEFFIELD

REPUBLICAN FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICT 59

“AS YOUR STATE REPRESENTATIVE IN AUSTIN, I WILL BE
ACCESSIBLE AND RESPONSIVE TO YOUR NEEDS.”

*****

Education improvement:
- High Tech Classrooms
- Local control of schools

- Teacher Support

Healthcare Change:
- Lower medical insurance costs
- Patient choice of doctors, hospitals,
and insurance.

*x K * * «

EARLY VOTING

PRIMARY
ELECTION VOTING
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B| Barbara Simpson

Age, City: 72, Gatesville
Ofpce: County Clerk

Status: Incumbent
Political Afbliation: Republican

Background: Simpson has lived in Gatesville with
her husband since 1974 and they have three daughters
who also live in the city. She developed activities for the
Gatesville senior center before owning and operating her
own business. She worked for Medical Plastics and traveled
the country before being appointed to the county clerk position in 1993.

Personal statement: It has been my pleasure to serve the citizens of Coryell
County. | have the experience and knowledge necessary to complete my mission
of public service.

My ofbce is a full service ofpce, and in 1993, | was the brst elected ofbcial to
computerize the ofbce. | made that connection available to the county attorney and
the County Court at Law for more efpcient service.

The ofbcial public records will be available online by the end of February and can
be accessed from the link on our Web site.

My goal is to implement e-bling of ofpbcial public records before the end of this
term, thereby reducing the cost of mail and travel.

RE-ELECT

ELIZABETH TAYLOR

COMMISSIONERTPCT4
I am asking for your vote in the upcoming
Republican Primary election on March 2nd.

I have been married to my husband John for 19 years and we have 3 children ages 16, 13, and 7. My husband
and [ have a family business and a ranch in Coryell County that we own and operate. [ have a BSBA and over 25
years working in the business and construction industry. [ previously served on the JISD school board and direct
the children’s ministry at my church. I am involved in numerous community volunteer organizations and serve
on many boards representing Coryell County. [ am passionate about what I do for Coryell County, as [ want this
to be a place my children and others will continue to call home as they grow and raise families of their own.

[ will continue to ...

* be fiscally responsible and keep a tight rein on taxes;

* to be proactive and aggressive in seeking state and private funding;
* work hard for the taxpayers of Coryell County;

* put my values and practical business experience to work for you!

I would appreciate your
vote March 2nd!

Thank you!
Elizabeth Taylor

Pol. Adv. Paid for by Elizabeth Taylor Campaign, Elizabeth Taylor, Treasurer

Peggy Thompson
Age, City: 72, Copperas Cove
Ofbce: County Clerk
Status: Challenger
Afpliation: Republican

Background: Thompson has lived in Copperas Cove
with her husband Ed for 13 years. Thompson grew up in
Fort Worth and graduated from Texas Christian University
and the University of Texas School of Law before practicing
law in Fort Worth. She said she is retired from the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers. Thompson has one child and two stepchildren as well as two
granddaughters.

Personal Statement: | am an active Republican; a member of the Central
Texas Republican WomenOs Club and support the Republican platform. | am
an elder in North Pointe Church in Copperas Cove, an interdenominational
congregation, and along with my husband, Ed, oversee the Sunday evening praye
gathering. | believe prayer changes things, and have been the coordinator for
National Day of Prayer in Copperas Cove for more than 10 years.

| believe our country veered off the course set by our founding fathers and
needs to get back on track, and that starts at the grass-roots level by our voters.
I am involved in the Coryell County community and believe my experience and
background as an attorney will enable me to handle all the responsibilities of the
County ClerkOs ofbce with no transition problems.

| request your vote in the March 2 Republican Party Primary.

FOR CORYELL COUNTY COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 2

Education: Gatesville High School 1965

B.S. Texas A&M, chemistry, 1970

M.S. environmental science, Baylor University 1997
Ph.D. analytical chemistry, Baylor University 2003

¢ Farming and ranching interests in the Coryell City area

¢ Employed by Baylor University as Laboratory Coordinator and Lecturer
¢ Research Associate at Baylor working with waste water and alternative energy
production from agricultural biomass.

Familiar with balance sheets and accounting systems

Familiar with environmental issues

Pledge support of local fire departments

Knowledge of computers and computer capabilities

Familiar with heavy construction equipment

Past member and Chairman of Coryell County Farm Service Agency
Committee

¢ Past member of Farm and Ranch Supply Coop Board

¢ Past member and chairman of Coryell County Farm Service

¢ Active member of First Baptist Church Gatesville

IMPROVE COUNTY ROADS
PROGRESSIVE COMMON SENSE
COUNTY GOVERNMENT
GET INVOLVED

Pol. ad paid for by Dennis Rabbe treasurer




Donna Medford
Age, City: 54, Gatesville
Ofbce: Treasurer
Status: Incumbent
Afpliation: Republican

Background: Medford is a lifelong resident of Gatesville
and lives there with her husband Cary. Medford has been
the treasurer for Coryell County for 14 years, with a two-
year break when she lost in 2002. She began working in the
treasurer’s of ce when she was 21 years old and became
deputy treasurer before she was elected treasurer. Medford graduated from
Gatesville High School.

Personal Statement: | love my job as county treasurer, and that is why |
am running for re-election. Having been in the of ce as deputy treasurer and as
county treasurer for 33-plus years proves my quali cations for the job. I learn and
implement new procedures as the laws change the duties of the of ce.

There are many procedures that could be done in the county treasurer’s
of ce, but due to a lack of staff and costs, are done in the county auditor’s
of ce. The decisions made for my of ce are not mine alone. The auditor, county
commissioners and | discuss and decide what is most cost effective for the Coryell
County taxpayers.

Saving money for the taxpayers is the most important part of my job.

| have always done the very best job | could for Coryell County and will continue
to do so if re-elected.

Republican Claire Grogan of Gatesville is challengi  ng
Medford for the County Treasurer seat. She failedt o
respond to information requests by the Cove Herald.

Friday, February 19, 2010 ,, Election Guide ,,

John Guinn
Age, City: 66, Copperas Cove
Ofbce: Justice of the Peace, Pct. 1
Status: Incumbent
Political Afbliation:  Republican

Background: Guinn lives in Copperas Cove with his wife
and has two children who live in the area. He earned his
law degree from Baylor University in 1973. He has been an
attorney in private practice law since 1975.

Guinn has been justice of the peace since 1981.

Personal Statement: | have been privileged to serve this community as
justice of the peace for many years. If re-elected, | look forward to continuing that
service and working with the citizens and county of cials in dealing with the many
problems and issues that confront our county including jail overcrowding and
increased court workloads.

The justice courts in Copperas Cove are ef cient and serve the needs of this
community in a professional manner.

| want to keep it that way so that the citizens will feel con dent when they have
to deal with the court system.

Republican Alan Wevodau of Copperas Cove is
challenging Guinn for the Justice of the Peace, Pre
seat. He failed to respond to information requests
Cove Herald.

cinct 1
by the

CLAIRE GROGAN

candidate for

CORYELL COUNTY

TREASURER

-Deputy Clerk in County Clerk’s Office

«Deputy County Treasurer for over 1%z years

«City Clerk, Stafford, KS, for 8 years

«Accounting Background
-Lifelong Republican

Political advertising by Claire Grogan Campaign, Don Grogan, Treasurer
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Steven Howard
Age, City: 52, Gatesville
Ofpce: Justice of the Peace Precinct 3
Status: Challenger
Afpliation: Republican

Background: Howard was raised in Amarillo and has lived in Gatesville for 22
years. He is a registered representative with American National Insurance and a
former high school football coach and biology teacher in Gatesville. Howard and
his wife, Karen, have three children and three grandchildren.

Howard has a bachelors of science from West Texas A&M University in Canyon.
previously West Texas State University.

Personal Statement: (not available)

Republican Frank Bill Price of Copperas Cove isrun  ning
for the Justice of the Peace, Precinct 2 seat. He f  ailed to
respond to information requests from the Cove Heral d
before the publication deadline.

Jeb Dixon
Age, City: 34, Gatesville
Ofpce: Justice of the Peace, Precinct 3
Status: Challenger
Political Afbliation:  Republican

Background: Dixon lives in Gatesville with his wife and three children. He owns
a construction company called Dixon Homes, LP, LLC.

Personal Statement: (not available)

Elect Peggy Thompson County Clerk
Candidate for County Clerk

Republican Party Vice Chairman
Retired Attorney, U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers, Real Estate Division.
Improved service and strive for a
Satellite office in Copperas Cove.

Ready to serve You.

Political ad. Pd for by Peggy Thompson
Campaign, Peggy Thompson Treasurer

covering all of central texas

0g7eSS

PUBLISHING Sunday, March 28, 2010

To advertise in the Progress Edition, contact your sales representative, call 501-7490 or visit us online at www kdhnews.com.



Jack Barcroft
Age, City: 33, Gatesville
Ofbce: Justice of the Peace, Precinct 3
Status: Challenger
Political Afbliation:  Republican

Background: Barcroft grew up in Coryell County and
lives in Gatesville with his wife, Faith, and two children.
Barcroft currently works in sales with Sears Holding
Corporation. Barcroft has a background in information
technology and has worked in Atlanta, Chicago, Boston and
Austin. Barcroft attended Texas State Technical College.

Personal Statement: For many years this seat was well represented, and | ask
for your support so that | may continue this important service to our community.
Public service is nothing new in my home.

My father, Nelson Barcroft, served the community until he retired from the city of
Gatesville. My mother, Alice Barcroft, also served the community until she retired
from the local hospital.

| have had the privilege to have served in the capacity of president and vice
president in organizations | have worked with. | believe the decision-making skills |
have acquired to date will effectively translate in performing the duties of this ofpce

The life of a public servant is one of humility and sacribce and | pledge that | will
perform the duties of the justice of the peace with the utmost professionalism and
efbciency while maintaining the open door policy of my predecessor.

Republicans Jesse Barron, Dewey Jones and Beverly

Jones and Democrat Ronald Dayton, all of Gatesville , are
also running for the Justice of the Peace, Precinct 3 seat.
All four failed to respond to information requests from
the Cove Herald before the publication deadline.

Coy Latham
Age, City: 40, Gatesville
Ofpce: Justice of the Peace Precinct 3
Status: Challenger
Afpliation: Republican

Background: Latham lives in Gatesville with his wife, Janna, and two children.
Latham grew up in the Fort Hood area, and is a bfth generation OdescendantO of
Fort Hood, he said. Latham graduated high school and owns L3 Construction in
Gatesville.

Personal Statement: (not available)

Republicans Vernon Lee Kelley and Robert Jeffcoat

and Democrat Kenneth Jones, all of Gatesville, are  also
running for the Justice of the Peace, Precinct4se  at. All
three failed to respond to information requests fro m the
Cove Herald before the publication deadline.

Day. Deadline for receiving earl
Go vote 4 o ey

ballots by mail (must be received, not
Hours, dates postmarked).
., Monday through Feb. 26 N Early ~ Early voting locations

voting from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. , Copperas Cove N Coryell
. Tuesday N The last day to apply County Annex, 201 S. Second
for a ballot by mail request (must be , Gatesville N Coryell County
received, not postmarked). Courthouse Annex Courtroom, 201
., March 2 N Primary Election S. Seventh St.
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Jimmie Daren Moore
Age, City: 40, Gatesville
Ofpce: County Commissioner Precinct 2
Status: Incumbent
Political Afbliation:  Republican

Background: Moore grew up in Gatesville and has been
the county commissioner for precinct 2 for three years.
Prior to becoming commissioner, Moore was the mayor of
Gatesville for three years. He was elected to a second term,
but had to resign when he moved out of county.

Moore has an associates degree from the Dallas Institute of Funeral Services in
Dallas and is the funeral director of the Gatesville Funeral Home.

Precinct 2 goes from the far west end of the county, near Coryell City and
Osage area and includes portions of Copperas Cove.

Personal Statement: | have been honored to serve you for the past three years
as your precinct 2, commissioner for Coryell County. | am asking for your continued
support in the upcoming March 2 Republican Primary as | seek re-election.

Our county has been challenged in the past three years since | have taken ofpbce.

We are now working through the planning phase of constructing a new county
jail. The cost of outsourcing the overBow of our county inmates is a mounting
problem that has to be addressed. | look forward in working with the jail
committee and the commissionerOs court in tackling this issue.

| am always looking at ways to improve services, facilities and roadways and
offer the best possible benebts and compensation to our employees that work for
you the taxpayer. While at the same time, | do my best to keep our taxes and debt
as low as possible.

Republican Dennis Rabbe of Crawford is challenging
Moore for the Precinct 2 commissioner seat. He falil
respond to information requests by the Cove Herald.

ed to

Elizabeth Taylor
Age, City: 43, Jonesboro
Ofpce: Coryell County Commissioner, Precinct. 4
Status: Incumbent
Political Afbliation:  Republican

Background: Taylor lives in Jonesboro with her husband
John of 19 years. They have three children and operate
a family business and ranch in Coryell County. Before
becoming commissioner, Taylor worked in construction and
mortgage banking for 20 years.

She is also involved in several organizations including the Exchange Club, Rota
Club of Copperas Cove, Coryell County AgriLife Extension Leadership Advisory
Board and the Coryell County Youth Advisory Board.

Taylor was elected to her brst term in 2006 and took ofpce January 2007.

Personal Statement: | am passionate about what | do for Coryell County,
as | want this to be a place my children and others will continue to call home as
they grow and raise families of their own. | will continue to be Pscally responsible
and keep a tight rein on taxes. | will continue to be proactive and aggressive
in seeking state and private funding, and will continue to work hard for the
taxpayers of Coryell County. Please allow me to continue to put my values and
practical business experience to work for you! | ask for your vote again for County
Commissioner, Precinct 4 on March 2.

Republican Justin Latham of Gatesville is challengi  ng
Taylor for the Precinct 4 commissioner seat. He fai  led to
respond to information requests by the Cove Herald.
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State candidates present views at county forum

By Taylor Short

The Cove Herald
ocal and state candidates for the March 2
L Republican primary presented their platforms
at a meet-and-greet event Feb. 9.
Dozens of residents mingled with the candidates
at the Copperas Cove library before Coryell
County Republican Party Chairman Ed Thompson
introduced the ofpce-seekers. Each got four minute s
to speak.
Greg Schannep, the regional director for
Texas District 31 U.S. Rep. John Carter, said the
congressman was snowed in Washington, D.C., but he
expects great changes after the election.
In state races, Darren Yancy is now running for
Texas Senate District 22, which contains Coryell an d
McLennan counties, unopposed after state Sen. Kip
Averitt R-Waco, citing health difbculties, dropped out
of the race on Jan. 13.
Because Averitt missed the Dec. 30 deadline to be

removed from the race, his name will still appear o n
the ballot, but Yancy touted a campaign sign that r ead
"Skip Kip."

Yancy said he is a practicing Pscal and social
conservative and would have no problem saying "No"
to government spending.
"One of my goals going into the state Senate is not
to make Texas an economic powerhouse, but the
economic powerhouse," he said.
Texas House Rep. Sid Miller, District 59, aimed to
win re-election support with examples of his work i n
protecting agricultural land from annexation during
his bve terms in ofpce.
"I have a pickup that has over half a million miles
and some old suits in my closet, but that doesn't
make me a conservative," he said. "I'm a conservati ve
because | believe in protecting your family values.
Opposing Miller in the primary is J.D. Shefbeld,
a Gatesville doctor of 17 years. He's focused on
health care issues and emphasized his opposition
to socialized medicine and unfair health insurance
premiums.
"l want to restore freedom of choice to our health

Cove Heraldc

Darren Yancy, a candidate for state Houx® Dodtiscip his literature as he introdut¢s thesizs
of Copperas Cove during a candidate forumeF@bppeats Cove Public Library.

care market, starting with insurance because
insurance is a state issue, not a federal issue,"h e said.
Nancy Robbins, representing Texas gubernatorial
hopeful Debra Medina, said Medina needs support
to beat U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison and Gov. Ric  k
Perry
"Debra Medina wants to eliminate property
tax," she said. "It's got a nice economic benebpt,
which would be $3 billion in net income increase

in the brst year alone.”

Daniel Reyna, son of Justice Felipe Reyna in
the Texas 10th Court of Appeals, Place 3, ralliedt o
support his father's re-election, saying his judgme nts
come from his conscience and that he appliesthela  w
fairly.

Another contender for the court of appeals seat, Al
Scoggins, said his 26 years of trial court experien  ce
would allow him to serve the court well.
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Republlcan governor candidates on the issues

The Associated Press

AUSTIN — A look at where the Republican can-
didates for governor stand on some key issues
ahead of the March 2 primaries.

Abortion

Rick Perry: Opposes abortion in all cases except
rape, incest or when the mother's life is in danger .
Kay Bailey Hutchison: Supports the right to

nerships will have to be part of future road-build-
ing plans.

Hutchison: Calls for a sweeping audit of the
Texas Department of Transportation and would
appoint a special committee to nd areas of
wasteful spending in the agency that could be
eliminated; she has proposed a series of reforms,
including new restrictions on toll road construc-
tion and any future tax increases, also wants to
begin developing high-speed rail; she has offered
few details on how to pay for it all.

choose an abortion before a fetus is viable; also

supports abortion restrictions such as the parental

consent law and a ban on late-term abortions.
Debra Medina: Opposes abortion in all situations.

Border Security and immigratioﬁ;ts in their ir_1 _their 2010-2011 spending in prepar  a-

Perry: Says federal government has failed to ade-
quately secure the Texas-Mexico border; favors usin g
state troopers and grant money to beef up state and lo-
cal law enforcement along the border.

Hutchison: CastU.S. Senate votes in favor of wall con-
struction along parts of the border; wants to requi re
state agencies to use federal “E-Verify” program to en-
sure state workers' legal status.

Medina: Calls for dispatching Texas National Guard
and Texas State Guard troops to border; claims that
Texas can unilaterally withdraw from international
treaties that encourage trade with Mexico; promises to
use state government to deport illegal aliens.

Medina
Budget and taxes

Perry: Has asked state agencies to propose 5 percent

Hutchison Perry

ion for an anticipated state budget shortfall; has
posed a constitutional amendment that would make
it more dif cult for the Legislature to raise taxe S.
Hutchison: Calls the state's revised business
tax, signed by Perry under court order in 2006, a
"tragic mistake." Supports property-tax appraisal
reforms to empower homeowners to ght ever-ris-
ing appraisals.
Medina: Has proposed eliminating property taxes
in favor of higher sales taxes; promises to work to re-
duce the size and scope of state government.

Transportation funding

Perry: Believes toll roads and private-public part-

pro-

Medina: Opposes all new taxes, tolls, debt or
new fees; Proposes audit of TxDOT and would
make sure all gas tax dollars are spent solely on
transportation, rather than being diverted as they
now are.

Worth noting

Perry: Opposes federal intervention in state policy-
making, even rejecting money for schools and unem-
ployment funds so as not to have to agree to federa |
changes.

Hutchison: Although she violated her own pledge
to serve only two terms in the U.S. Senate, Hutchis  on
says she would seek to restrict the governorship to
two four-year terms.

Medina: Argues that Texas can ignore and "nul-
lify" federal mandates and programs environmen-
tal regulation and international trade agreements;
Also doesn't rule out Texas seceding from the United
States.



Democratic gubernatorial hopefuls busineds@hantatett, and former Hous-
ton Mayor Bill White shake hands in the seldiash@fore their first debate in

Fort Worth Monday.

ARIM OTERO

Democratic governor
candidates on the Issues

The Associated Press

AUSTIN — A look at where the
Democratic candidates for governor
stand on some key issues ahead of the
March 2 primaries.

Budget and taxes

Bill White: Promises to "scrub the
budget" to eliminate waste; promotes
an expansion of health care coverage
for needy Texans.

Farouk Shami: Promises to pay
the state $10 million if 100,000
unspeci ed jobs aren't created under
his watch; Also says he'll reduce the
governor's salary to $1 a year.

Transportation funding

White: Opposes increase in gasoline
tax; proposes giving more funds and
authority to local governments but
doesn't say where the funds would
come from.

Shami: Has proposed an eight-cent
increase in the per-gallon gasoline tax.

Worth noting

White: Wants to expand a voluntary
summer program he helped start in

Houston intended to stop summer
learning loss and improve student
achievement with four weeks of hands-
on science and math for elementary
students.

Shami: Says he has a plan that would
make electricity free for all Texans,
using solar and wind power.

Abortion

White: Supports abortion rights, but
favors current restrictions and parental
consent laws.

Shami: Only favors allowing
abortions in the rst 60-90 days of
pregnancy.

Border security and immigration

White: Says border security is
largely a federal role; opposes
requiring Texas employers to verify
the citizenship status of prospective
employees with the federal “E-
verify” database.

Shami: Says he would promote
economic development along the
border; favors a guest worker
program; famously said in televised
debate "Without Mexicans, it would
be like a day without sunshine in our
state."
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