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Copperas Cove a ‘city built for family living’

By Alicia Lacy
The Cove Herald

Hidden among its famous Pve hills,
Copperas Cove continues to grow while
sticking to its small-town roots.

Copperas Cove is the largest city in
Coryell County and is called a Ocity
built for family living.O

The city partners with Fort Hood
and entities within the city as well as
surrounding communities to maintain
constant growth in a thriving close-knit
community atmosphere.

A transient community because of
its neighbors at Fort Hood, Copperas
Cove is home to nearly 30,000 residents,
according to the U.S. Census BureauOs
2000 report.

Founded in the latter part of the
1870s, Copperas Cove was built around
a stone structure that originally
served as the townOs post ofbce at
Ogletree Gap. The structure was built
by Marsden Ogletree. Residents at the
time applied for the post ofpce under
the name Cove, but were rejected by
postal authorities because the name
Cove was already taken by a nearby

1211-Cove Newcomers 4

Important numbers

City Hall — (254) 547-4221
Police — (254) 547-4272

Fire — (254) 547-2514

Solid Waste — (254) 547-4242
Water — (254) 547-2416

city that was later renamed Evant.
According to historical accounts, the
name Copperas derived from the OEgad,
thatOs copperas!O from the mineral-
tasting water near Ogletree Gap. The
application was later resubmitted as
Copperas Cove and approved March 25,
1879.
In order to maintain the theme
Othe city built for family living,O city
services, departments and more than
300 employees work to protect and
enhance the quality of life for the cityOs
residents and visitors.
The cityOs police and bre departments,
animal control and municipal court
work to ensure public safety in the
city and the surrounding areas in the
unincorporated areas of Coryell County.
Fire Chief Mike Baker, Police Chief

Tim Molnes, Animal Control Supervisor
Ernie Lee and Municipal Court Judge
Bill Price head the departments under
the public safety section of the city

Several departments fall under the
public works section, which regulates
water services, trash collection, streets
and drainage. The public library, parks
and recreation department and the
Hills of Cove Golf Course fall under
the cityOs community services division,
which is led by Ken Wilson, director of
community services. City Hall is at 507
S. Main St.

For more information, call City Hall
at (254) 547-4221.

Several entities within the city often
work together on projects and events:
the Copperas Cove Independent School
District, led by Superintendent Rose
Cameron; the Copperas Cove Chamber
of Commerce and VisitorOs Bureau, led
by President Marty Smith; the Copperas
Cove Economic Development Corp., led
by Executive Director Jerry Connor;
and the city of Copperas Cove, led by
City Manager Andrea Gardner.

The four entities meet once a quarter
to receive updates from each group.

Cove Her@lATRINA RA
Cyclists are followed by a group
during the “Good Ole Summerti
Race” June 20 outside of Copper

12/10/2009 2:35:47 PM
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Ordinances provide rules for Copperas Cove resident s

From staff reports

The city of Copperas Cove has the
authority to adopt, repeal and amend its
own civil and criminal code of ordinances.

The city’s code of ordinances outlines
guidelines within the city to enhance the
quality of life and promote the health
and safety of residents and visitors to
Copperas Cove.

The full list of Copperas Cove’s code
of ordinances can be found at www.
ci.copperas-cove.tx.us.

Animal Control

Violating the animal control ordinance
results in nes ranging from $1 to $500.

Prohibited

» Noisy animals

» Animals that are a public nuisance

» Animals in food establishments except

auditory; seeing eye and assisted-living dogs.

» Tethering an animal so that it can
gain access to the public near sidewalks or
streets.

» An animal left in a motor vehicle or
trailer unattended that poses health risks.

» Abandoning an animal in the city.

» Selling, trading or giving away an
animal in a public right of way.

For more information, contact animal
control at (254) 547-5584. The animal
control facility is at 408 Public Works.

The facility’s hours are Monday through
Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday
from 9 a.m. to noon.

Smoking in public

An individual violates this ordinance if
he/she:

» Smokes in a public place.

» Smokes in an enclosed area in a building
owned, leased or operated by the city

» Smokes in an enclosed area of a
workplace.

» Smokes at a public entrance or
open window of an enclosed area where
smoking is prohibited.

The ordinance does not apply to:

» Residential buildings.

» Aretail tobacco store.

» A hotel or motel room designated as
smoking.

» A private or semi-private room in a

Ernie Lee, Copperas Cove Animal Controps

Cove HerSGEVEN |

arwisehaired terrie

Continued , Page 7 Was found as a stray dog Sept. 18 at the facility.



Continued from Page 6

nursing home or long-term care facility
for employees.

» Outdoor area of a workplace.

» A bingo facility

» Afacility operated by a fraternal
organization for a charitable or
educational function if the area is
controlled by the organization.

Curfew

Minors under 17 cannot be in public
places between 11 p.m. and 6 a.m.
Sunday through Thursday or between
12:01 and 6 a.m. Saturday and Sunday;

During the school year, minors under
17 cannot wander, walk, drive or ride

1211-Cove Newcomers 7

in public between 9 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday:

The ordinance does not apply if the
minor is with a parent or guardian,
involved in a school or religious
function, working or with a adult at
least 21 years old who is approved by the
minor's parent or guardian.

Property maintenance

Vehicles cannot be parked on
unapproved surfaces in the city; an
approved surface would be a cement,
paved surface.

Grass, weeds or brush that grow more
than 12 inches on property is prohibited.

Junk vehicles cannot be stored on
residential property.

Friday, December 11, 2009 , Newcomers 2009 ,, 7
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Cove youth centers offer afte

Boys and Girls Club of Copperas Cove

The club offers the following programs during the
fall:

The Torch Club is for youth 8to 13 yearsold help  build
leadership skills to inspire and enable young peopl e.

After-school care and bus transportation;

» Power Hour after-school tutoring;

» Smart Girls;

» Passport to Manhood;

» Pne arts programs; and

, Drama Matters.

» A computer lab with 12 computers is available for
kids to use.

The center offers beld trips and other programs
throughout the school year and during the summer
months when school is not in session.

Membership is $25 per calendar year, but children
of active-duty military personnel receive free annu al
membership.

The club is at 1306 South Farm-to-Market Road 116.

Copperas Cove YMCA family center

The YMCA offers a game room with three televisions,
a Playstation 2, foosball, board games and movies f  or
kids to kick back and relax.

The center also offers ShotoKan Karate and the Tum-
bling Academy: Both programs are held in the center

1211-Cove Newcomers 8

Os Consultants to offer counseling services for milita

-school care, family fun

gym, which has a full-sized bas-
ketball court.

Bitty Sports is offered for pre-
school-aged kids. The parent-
child program helps parents
identify what sports their child
may be interested in.

The btness room is equipped
with stationary bicycles, tread-

mills, elliptical machines,
strength training machines and
free weights.

MenOs and womenOs locker
rooms are available.

Childwatch is available for par-
ents so they can bring their chil-
dren when they workout.

The centerOs concession stand
carries snacks and drinks for
guests at a low price.

The center serves adopted mili-
tary units and Family Readiness
Group functions.

It sponsors pre-deployment
briebngs, FRG picnics, birthday
parties, Christmas and Easter parties and quality-o
training for soldiers and family members.

In addition, the center works with Military Life

Cove Herald file

Jalem Guillory, 16, of Copperas Cove, siesnpty game room of th
as he anxiously waits for an answer on @ Yob for th

flife  families.
Doreen Vasseur is the director of the center, Chris -
tina Hon is the personal trainer for the Ptness ro om and

ry  Amelia Hinckley works the front desk.
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From staff reports

Known as the front door to the
city and the city’s cheerleaders, the
Copperas Cove Chamber of Commerce
and Visitor's Bureau strives to bring
visitors to the city, It also fosters
relationships between businesses in the
city and surrounding area and works
closely with Fort Hood, the city and
entities in the city.

Through several networking events
and other events the chamber hosts, the
chamber assists local businesses.

With a membership exceeding 400,
the chamber continues to grow and
provides leadership to businesses. The
chamber promotes a competitive and
cooperative business climate in the city
hosting monthly mixers for businesses
members in the community to socialize
and network.

In addition to helping businesses, the
chamber’s Visitor's Bureau coordinates
and sponsors several events throughout
the year including Rabbit Fest in May;
the Spooktacular Trail in October and
various events at Ogletree Gap Park.

Also known for its Bike/Run Central
Texas campaign, the city has been known

1211-Cove Newcomers 9
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Chamber of Commerce promotes business, growth

Cove Herald

Sam Mayo, 15, checks in as he gets prepdesk fRabbhé& Run May 9 in Ogletree Gap Pk GoCapp

as the bike and run center of Central
Texas. The chamber has hosted state
championship races for several years,
hosting the rst state championship bike
race at Fort Hood this year, and other bike
and run events such as the Jackrabbit
Run, Gallop or Trot 5K Run/Walk and the
Cove House Classic Bike Tour.

The chamber's 12-member board of
directors meets once a month. The board

leads the chamber, approves procedures
and policies, budgets and programs.

To ensure the chamber runs smoothly,
President Marty Smith, Vice President of
Tourism and Events Betty Price, Of ce
Manager and Finance Manager Teressa
Hawkins, Special Projects Coordinator
Darrell Clemons and receptionist Gina
Hill operate the chamber of ce.

The chamber contracts with the City

of Copperas Cove to promote tourism
and to attract new businesses to the city.

The visitor's bureau provides maps,
information on places of interest,
lodging, dining, shopping, conference
facilities and other activities in the
Copperas Cove area.

For more information, call (254) 547-
7571 or go to www.copperascove.com.

The chamber is at 204 Robertson Ave.

12/10/2009 2:41:46 PM
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Cove operates under mayor-council system

By Alicia Lacy
The Cove Herald

Copperas Cove
is a home-rule
city governed by
its city charter
that operates

under the Hull
council-manager

municipal

government system.

The city’'s government structure is
composed of a mayor, seven elected
council members voted for at-large
positions and a city manager appointed
by the council.

The mayor does not have any veto
powers or vote unless it is used to break
a tie.

The mayor and council members
serve three-year terms, but cannot serve
more than two consecutive terms in
the of ce to which they are elected. The
mayor pro-tem is elected by their fellow
council members to serve a one-year
term.

City council meetings are held in the
council chambers at City Hall the rst

1211-Cove Newcomers 10

Meredith

and third Tuesday of every month at 7
p.m.

Youngs

Mayor John Hull

John Hull was elected at the helm in
November 2008 and re-elected in May.
Hull's current term began June 2009
and ends May 2012.

Hull has lived in Copperas Cove his
entire life. He and his wife, Shirley, have
three kids, eight grandchildren and
eight great-grandchildren.

Hull has spent 47 years in public
service, including 12 years as Coryell
County judge, eight years as a Coryell
County commissioner, 20 years on the
Copperas Cove Independent School
District board, three years on the
Copperas Cove City Council and four

Downard Palmer

years as a trustee for the now-defunct
Coryell County School Board, among
other statewide of ces.

Place 1 Councilwoman Cheryl
Meredith

Cheryl Meredith was rst elected
to her seat in November 2008, serving
a partial term, and re-elected in May.
Meredith’s term began June 2009 and
ends May 2012.

Meredith is the escrow of cer for Land
Exchange Abstract and Title in Killeen,
where she has worked for 20 years.

“I want responsible growth and
a more positive government for the
people of Copperas Cove.” Meredith
said. “l just want what's best for Cove.”

She has been a Cove resident since

Stephens Goode

Seffrood Gardner

1984 with husband, retired 1st Sgt. Rick
Meredith. The two have two children
and eight grandchildren.

Place 2 Councilman Charlie Youngs

Charlie Youngs was elected to his seat
during the May election. His term ends
May 2012.

Youngs has served on the Copperas
Cove Economic Development Corp.
board and the Coryell Central Appraisal
District board and worked for the city’s
planning department.

He retired from the military in 1998
after 27 years. Youngs lives with his
wife, Peggy, of 38 years and has one
daughter.

Continued , Page 11
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Continued from Page 10

Place 3 Councilman Charles “Chuck”
Downard

Chuck Downard was elected
February to a term ending June 2010.

Downard is a 22-year retired Army
veteran and 18-year retired city
employee.

A Copperas Cove resident for more
than 35 years with wife Cora, Downard
is the father of bve, grandfather of
28 and great-grandfather of eight.
Downard is a USO volunteer, 1st
Cavalry Division Association, AARP,
VFW 8577 and Disabled American
\eterans.

Place 4 Councilman Danny Palmer

Danny Palmer was elected February
with his term ending June 2010.

Palmer settled in Copperas Cove in
2004 after a being moved from El Paso
by his kids.

Palmer had a long military career. He

served in Vietham from 1969 to 1970 and

completed two tours in Saudi Arabia.
Palmer has three kids, two who live
in Cove.

Place 5 Councilman Bill Stephens
After a run-off election, Bill
Stephens was elected to the council in

March and his term will expire in June
2010.

Stephens has worked for the Internal
Revenue Service in Austin and as a
contractor in Washington, D.C.

Stephens has lived in the Copperas
Cove area for 17 years since he retired
from the Army after Desert Storm.

Stephens has six kids and 10
grandchildren.

Stephens works as a contractor for
the Army.

Place 6 Councilman Willie Goode
Willie Goode began his term July in
2008 with his term ending in May 2011.

Goode has been a resident of
Copperas Cove since 1973. He earned
his bachelorOs degree in business
administration from the University of
Pennsylvania. Though retired, Goode
works with Security National Life
Insurance Company. Goode has three
kids with his wife, Linda, and one
foster son.

Mayor Pro Tem and Place 7
Councilman Frank Seffrood

Frank Seffrood began his term July
2008 and it will expire May 2011.

A 32-year resident, Seffrood is a
Army retiree with a bachelorOs degree
in business from the University of

Friday, December 11, 2009 , Newcomers 2009 , 11

Virginia and a bachelorOs degree in
information systems from Tarleton
State University in Stephenville.

After teaching at Central Texas
College following his retirement from
the Army; Seffrood works for the U.S.
Postal Service.

City Manager Andrea Gardner

Andrea Gardner, the chief
administrative and executive ofpcer of
the city was appointed by the council
in September 2007.

Gardner is responsible for 10 city

departments as well as consultant
to the council and liaison between
the council and outside entities,
communities and media.

Gardner earned her bachelorOs
degree in accounting from the
University of Houston at Clear Lake
and completed the certiPed public
manager program through Sam
Houston State University Gardner
began with the city as assistant city
manager and director of Pnancial
services. Gardner and her husband,
Jerry, have twin daughters.
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Copperas Cove offers curbside trash pickup, recycling

From staff reports

Copperas Cove’s public works
department operates the city's trash
and water services.

The solid waste department collects
residential trash, brush, bulky items
and recyclables.

Residential trash collection happens
once a week Monday through Thursday;
with different areas picked up on
different days.

The city provides residents with a 96-
gallon container; however, if a resident
opts for a smaller container, a 64-gallon
container is available at the same price.

The blue containers are designed
to reduce litter and odor. Items not
permitted in the containers include
grass, leaves, solvents, ammable liquids,
hot coals or ashes, brush, lumber rocks,
dirt, bricks or other building materials.

If the container’s capacity is not
enough, residents can have another

Area post ofpces
The Copperas Cove Post Ofpce

274-8777 or (877) 889-2457 for TTY
service for hearing impaired.
A UPS store is at 101 Oak Street

handles all the mail services for the area.gyjte A.

The facility does not handle passports
applications, but post ofbce boxes and
Rat rate boxes are available, along with

Other area post ofpces include:
» Kempner: 379 Pecan St. Hours

are Monday through Friday from 8 a.m.

other shipping supplies. Jeff Davis is the to 4 p.m. and Saturday from 8 a.m. to

postmaster of the Cove facility.

The post ofbce is open Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.

noon and serves the 76539 ZIP code.
Call (512) 932-3621.

» Lampasas: 700 E. Fourth St.
Hours are Monday through Friday from

The post ofPce serves the 76522 ZIP 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Saturday

code and is at 802 E. Avenue D. Call
(254) 547-3605.

Patrons can go to www.usps.com
to rent post ofbce boxes, schedule
package pickups or order stamps and
mailing supplies that will be delivered
to their residence. The main line for the
United States Postal Service is (800)

for pickup at least 4 feet away from the

from 8 a.m. to noon and serves the
75660 ZIP code. Call (512) 556-5131.

» Gatesville: 802 E. Leon St. ItOs
open from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday and from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. Saturday and serves the 76528
ZIP code. Call (254) 865-5117.

N From staff reports

be placed curbside on the designated

, Cardboard.

Recycling collection does not
accept Styrofoam, plastic wrap, glass,
magazines and telephone books.

For more information, call 254) 547-
4242 or go to www.copperascove.org.

The solid waste department is at 2605
S. Farm to Market 116.

Water distribution

Copperas Cove residents are
provided with water through the water
distribution department.

The city’s water distribution system
is in accordance with all applicable
federal and state laws. The department
maintains and repairs approximately
175 miles of water distribution
lines, 10 storage/pump facilities and
approximately 10,500 water meters.

A deposit for water services is
required. The price of the deposit
ranges and depends on meter size.

Soldiers stationed at Fort Hood have

container for an additional $14 per month.
Recyclables and bulky items

are collected once a month during

residents’ scheduled collection days.
During scheduled trash collection

days, items should be placed at the curb

automated container by 7 a.m.
Residents are asked not to mix bulky
or brush items with recyclables.
Up to two 22-gallon recycling
containers are provided to residents
free of charge. Recyclables should

recycling day Accepted items include:
» Newspapers and inserts.
» Aluminum cans.
» Of ce paper.
» Steel cans.
» Plastics 1 and 2 without the cap.

the option to participate in the “No
Deposit for Authorized BAQ” program
that will waive the water deposit.

The water distribution department is
at 914 Tank St. Call (254) 547-2416.

1211-Cove Newcomers 13 12/10/2009 2:53:06 PM
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Copperas Cove police getting new station next yea r

From staff reports

The home of crime bghting in
Copperas Cove will get a face-lift
over the next year. A new 33,000-
square-foot police station will
upgrade Copperas Cove Police
DepartmentOs bght against crime
with a state-of-the-art complex.

The station will be a welcome
upgrade of more space and a
new building for CCPD, which is
led by Police Chief Tim Molnes
and Deputy Chief of Police Mike
Heintzelman.

Oversight of CCPD starts with
MolnesO ofbce, which handles
internal affairs investigations.
CcCPDOs internal affairs investigates
complaints and possible crimes
against its own.

With the help of Heintzelman,
Molnes commands the organized
crime unit, which conducts
undercover investigations, including
narcotics trafbcking stings with the
help of the Central Texas Narcotics
Task Force.

From there, the rank and ple of
the CCPD falls into three major
divisions: uniform services,

1211-Cove Newcomers 14

community services and support
services.

The uniform services division
incorporates the uniform patrol
division and the motorcycle trafbc
division. Most ofpcers are assigned
to the patrol and trafbc divisions.
These are the ofbcers most people
see on the streets of Copperas Cove,
whether it be issuing tickets or
checking in on businesses. Lt. Eddie
Wilson leads the uniform services
division.

The policing mission requires
more than making arrests and
responding to accidents. The
community services division plays
the vital role of building CCPDOs
presence in the community and
developing mutually benebcial
relationships. The community
services division is responsible for
community programs and crime
prevention programs.

Lt. Daniel Austin, department
spokesman, leads this division and
works as the community relations
ofpcer. Austin is assisted in that
role by two school resource ofpcers,
Georgette Hurt and Doug Ellis, and
warrant ofbcer Fred Chavez. Chavez

coordinates the cityOs warrant
roundups throughout the year.

The community services division
runs effective community programs
such as the Citizens Police Academy
Alumni Association, Citizens on
Patrol, National Night Out, the
Kiddo Cards and other community
services. The Citizens Police
Academy offers an intensive multi-
week course where residents get
an insiderOs look at the department
from the ofbcers who work the
streets.

When a crime happens and an
investigation is needed, the criminal
investigations section takes over.
The criminal investigations section
is part of the support services
division, led by Lt. Jeff Stoddard.
Also in the support services division
are general administrative tasks and
the departmentOs records section.

The police department works to
provide Cove residents with a safe
community and to maintain order
and enforce laws and ordinances.

The reason CCPD makes
community policing a priority is
simple: O(It) helps us to get to know
our neighbors,O Austin said.

Cove Her@&dICIA D

Hunter Mitchem, 4, dances with McGruf
Dog at a block party on Sublett Avenue

tional Night Out in

ctober.
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From staff reports

The Copperas Cove Fire
Department's rst responsibility is
putting out res in the city of Copperas
Cove. But that does not mean the small
re department sticks just to home.

CCFD responds to res across several
counties, speci cally in unincorporated
portions of Bell, Coryell and Lampasas
counties. The area includes sections
near Fort Hood that fall between the
counties.

The department delivers re
suppression, re prevention,
emergency medical services, rescue
help and emergency management to
Copperas Cove as well approximately
90 square miles of unincorporated
areas.

The department revolves around
two primary responsibilities:
administration and operations. The
administration division is responsible
for re prevention, re inspections, re
investigations, re and EMS training
and emergency management. The
operations division is responsible
for re suppression, rescue and

1211-Cove Newcomers 15
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Department Pghts pres, encourages safety

The two divisions share the
responsibility of protecting the city’s
residents and property.

“Our mission involves our most
important asset, our personnel.
Their mission is to treat all citizens
and visitors like they are our own
family while delivering professional
and ef cient emergency and non-
emergency services,” Young said.

The Administrative Division also
consists of the division chief of

re prevention and two inspector/
investigators, the division chief
of training and EMS, and two

Cove HeraldICIA LACadministrative assistants. The

Copperas Cove Fire Department
Chief of Prevention Robert Martin

erations division consists of three
WL3IP1E persons each who work 24-
on a rotating schedule.

students at Mae Stevens ElementaryfioWigniy trained and dedicated

to stop, drop and roll.

emergency medical services.

Fire Chief J. Mike Baker oversees
the administrative staff of eight
persons, which includes Deputy Fire
Chief Gary Young. Young oversees the
operations division of the department
and is more commonly known as the
training chief.

professionals deliver all hazard

emergency and non-emergency

services to our customers,” Young said.
CCFD also partners with the

several entities to provide community

outreach programs such as the

Copperas Cove Police Department

for National Night Out, the Texas

Department of State Health Services to

provide immunizations to children and
the Central Texas Trauma Council to
provide trauma prevention activities.

Additionally, the Copperas Cove Fire
Department hosts an annual M.I.LM.E.S
(Mentoring Industrious Minds and
Educating Students) camp during the
summer aimed at junior high school
students.

Anyone with a desire to learn more
about the re academy can annual
Citizens Fire Academy courses.

Baker’s role extends beyond CCFD,
as he supervises the city’s building
department and the code compliance
division. These departments consist
of the chief building of cial and
two building inspectors, three
code compliance of cers, and two
administrative assistants.

The emergency management
division also provides educational
opportunities through public meetings
on preparedness and National Incident
Management System certi cation
classes.

For more information, call (254) 547-
2514 or go to www.ci.copperas-cove.
tx.us.

12/10/2009 2:47:04 PM



16 ,, Newcomers 2009 , Friday, December 11, 2009

Copperas Cove ISD employees honorec

. 8,200 students in district

By Jackie Stone
The Cove Herald

Copperas Cove Independent School
District employees were honored with
two awards this year.

Superintendent
Rose Cameron was
named the region’s
superintendent of
the year and was
one of ve nalists
for the statewide
title. Copperas Cove

Cameron elementary school
teacher Evelyn
Thompson was also named Teacher of
the Year for the region.

The district has six elementary
schools, two junior high schools and
one high school serving roughly 8,200
students.

“The size of our school district is a
great size too because we can give more
of that personal touch. We can get to
know all the teachers and the students,
and there are a lot of exciting things

1211-Cove Newcomers 16

with awards

Walker Elementary School.

Four other schools — Fairview/
Miss Jewell Elementary School, Hettie
Halstead Elementary School, J. L.
Williams/Lovett Ledger Elementary
School and Copperas Cove Junior High
School — and the district overall are
rated recognized. S.C. Lee Junior High
School and Copperas Cove High School
were rated academically acceptable.

Cameron said the district’s standout
programs focus on both ends of the
educational spectrum, from early
childcare to college readiness.

“One of the things we've tried to
do over the last several years is give
kids as many opportunities as we can
in all areas, but particularly college
readiness,” she said.

At the high school level, CCISD has
instituted several programs to increase

Cove HerBlaNID MORR(I:ollege readiness including dual credit
ove mer brograms with Central Texas College

Students from S.C. Lee Junior High in Coppargle @otte soldiers fronmpigtstitutes of Study at the high

62nd Signal Battalion Sept. 24 as they ptsifofrphb of their newly péstee:
adopt-a-school sign. On the other end of the spectrum,

the district's pre-kindergarten
program, which is available to military

Continued , Page 17

happening here,” Cameron said.
Three of the schools are currently
rated exemplary by the Texas

Education Agency: C. R. Clements/
Hollie Parsons Elementary School, Mae
Stevens Elementary School and Martin
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Continued from Page 16

students and others who lack the
basic knowledge to be successful in
kindergarten, has been noted. Unlike
many other districts, CCISD serves 3-
year-olds as well as 4-year-olds.

“Now that kids are spending two
years in pre-k instead of one, it's forcing

kindergarten and rst-grade teachers
and all the way up to ratchet things up
because these kids are getting two years
of experience in pre-k instead of one,”
Cameron said.

“I believe that the pre-k program is
making a difference in those kids’ lives,

the first day of school in August.
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and | believe that we are going to reap
those bene ts.”

board members include Inez Faison,
Joan Manning, Lynn Wessels, Bob

The Weiss, Jim
e o . - ot
domats | The district is also in t.he ini- o
inital stage tial stage of efforts to build anew ~ Powel
of efforts to and Mike
buid a new 800-student elementary school. ~ wibur.
800-student Parents
elementary can turn to

school to give the district room for
growth and help move students out of
portable buildings.

The CCISD school board meets on the
second Tuesday of every month. School

Cove Her8l4VID MORRIS

Eying his french toast, Richard Longoriawegkewdugh the breakfast line on

the district’s Web site, wwwi.ccisd.com,
for state accountability information,
demographics of the district,
curriculum resources, educational links,
and the “refrigerator curriculum.”
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Four-member commission governs Coryell County

From staff reports

Coryell County is governed by a
four-member commissioners court led
by a county judge.

Each commissioner is elected by a
fourth of the county’s population.

Some duties the
commissioners court
is charged with
include: setting the
budget for county
departments,
adopting the tax
rate, maintaining
county roads and

Firth bridges, establishing

precinct boundaries

for the commissioners and justice of
the peace, conducting and certifying
elections, providing rural ambulance
services and subsidizing rural
re protection, and operating and
maintaining the county courthouse
and facilities.

County Judge John Firth leads the
court with Precinct 1 Commissioner
Jack Wall, Precinct 2 Commissioner
Daren Moore, Precinct 3
Commissioner Don Jones and Precinct

1211-Cove Newcomers 18

4 Commissioner Elizabeth Taylor.

records the minutes during
commissioners court meetings.

Meet county judges, district attomey district attorney c_an_designate one as the Dr_st ass_ista_nt. In the
absence of the district attorney, the Prst assistant is given all

Recently elected to the court this year, Judge Trent Farrell  1he guties, powers and privileges given by law to the district
presides over the 52nd Judicial District Court in Coryell attorney.

C%F;Zion criminal cases. Texas Department of Corrections District Court Clerk Janice Gray is an elected ofpcial. The
y ’ P district court clerk maintains judicial records of the court.

cases, divorce cases, civil disputes, adoptions and other types S . .
of lawsuits within the county fall under the jurisdiction of the cher duties include the accounting and disbursement of
child support payments through the court.

court. L .
The court is located on the second Roor of the county The IV-D associate judge, Michael J. Nelson, works out
of Belton and presides over the attorney general court and

courthouse at 620 E. Main St. in Gatesville. : J ! 1©
The district attorney provides legal representation for the IS appointed to handle all child support cases within Bell,

public and individual victims of crime. Elected District Attorney Comanche and Coryell counties.
David Castillo has two assistant district attorneys: Catherine Associate Judge Charlie Van Orden works out of Belton
Ferguson-Gilbert and Ryan Lawton. and presides over Child Protective Services cases.

In cases where both district attorneys are appointed, the — From staff reports

acts as the county’s legal adviser
and prosecutes misdemeanor cases
that occur in the county, as well as
representing the state in criminal
investigations.

The court meets the second and
fourth Mondays at 9 a.m. at the county
courthouse, which is at 620 E. Main St.
in Gatesville.

The commissioners and the county
judge can be contacted at (254) 865-5911,
ext. 2221.

The court meets the second and fourth Mondays
at 9 a.m. at the county courthouse, which is at
620 E. Main St. in Gatesville.

birth, death and marriage certi cates,
real estate records and county
elections for the county.

The court works closely with
County Attorney Brandon Belt, who

County Clerk Barbara Simpson

The clerk’s other duties include

12/10/2009 2:53:44 PM



Gatesville a small town overf3owing w

From staff reports

A small town overf3owing with
history, the spur capital of Texas sticks
to its roots as the community continues
to grow

Founded in 1854, Gatesville, the
county seat of Coryell County, has a
growing population of more than 16,000
residents.

The cityOs claim to fame comes from
the Mitchell collection, which is said to

be the largest spur collection in the state.

Residents and visitors can catch
a glimpse of the cityOs history at the
Coryell Museum and Historical Center
on East Main Street.

The museum collects, documents,
exhibits and interprets cultural
materials related to the county.

Many of the cityOs older buildings
stand today including the Coryell
County Courthouse building, which was
built in 1898.

The building is made of native
limestone and Pecos sandstone. The
building is still in use housing the
county court, 52nd Judicial District
Court and other county ofpces.

The Cotton Belt Depot building was
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Josh Hudson of Stephenville comes out afi
72nd annual Gatesville Riding Club Rod#te

built in 1910 and houses the Gatesville
Chamber of Commerce. The depot
served Gatesville and surrounding
communities until the early 1970s when
train service was discontinued.

The First Baptist Church building on
East Main Street has been a part of the
community since 1936, and the church

Cove Her8TEVEN DOLL

has been in Gatesville for more than 150
years.

The Old Leon River Bridge, also
known as the 1904 Bridge, functioned as
a major east-west route in Central Texas.
In 1917, the roadway became a part of
State Highway 7 and was renamed U.S.
Highway 84 in the 1930s. In 1994, the

ith history

bridge was restored and rededicated.

The brst ofpcial state park in Texas,
Mother Neff State Park is located
in Gatesville. The 259-acre park has
camping, Pshing and hiking areas.
Visitors to the park can view wildlife
and take in some of the scenic Texas
landscape.

The city is home to the Last Drive-

In Picture show on Highway 36, which
is one of the last operational drive-in
movie theaters where moviegoers can
see new releases from the comforts of
their own cars.

Many arts and crafts gift shops, Mom
and Pop restaurants and antique shops
can be found in Gatesville.

The Texas Department of Criminal
usticeOs presence in the city is clear

thatbateback riding eventva tiggeral prisons operated in the city
yelaCounty Activities Comigalyr Siebert and Laerdal Medical

Corporation are two manufacturers in
the city Kalyn Siebert manufactures
trailers for commercial and military
use and Laerdal Medical Corporation
manufactures medical teaching
supplies.

The city is governed under the
council-manager system. Mayor David
Byrom leads the seven-member council.
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Lampasas incorporated
In 1883, now county seat

From staff reports

Incorporated in 1883, Lampasas, the
county seat of Lampasas County, was
Prst named Burleson for John Burleson
who received about 1,280 acres of land
in the 1850s.

The name was
changed to Lampasas
Springs because of
several mineral springs
in the area. When the
county was created in
1856, the law specibed,

OThe county seat shall
be the same name as Hetherly
the county®

The city of Lampasas was ofbcially
incorporated in 1883.

The city has a population of 7,295,
according to the Lampasas Chamber of
Commerce.

The city runs under a mayor-council
system of government led by Mayor
Judith Hetherly Counciman-Mayor
Pro-Tem John Cole, counciiman
Jerry Grayson, councilman Brad
Neely, councilman Evan Stubbs,
counciwoman Wanda Bierschwale and
councilman Les Gerhardt make up the
city council.

The city councilOs duties include
adopting budgets, determining policies,
appointing the city manager and
approve legislation.

The council members and the mayor
are elected at-large for two-year terms.
The council meets regularly on the
second and fourth Monday of every
month at 7 p.m. at city hall, at 312 E.

Third St.

The city manager, Michael Stoldt, is
the general administrator of the city
The city manager is responsible for the
day-to-day operations of the city The
city manager is appointed by the city
council.

Every year during the second week
in July the city hosts Spring Ho. Spring
Ho commemorates the rejuvenating
powers of Sulphur Springs.

The Prst Spring Ho was held in 1972
from an idea from Gary Martin and
Milton Boone.

Activities of the festival include
dancing, a barbecue cook-off, a talent
contest, gospel singing, Preworks,
pshing, a fair, crafts and carnival.

Vision Lampasas!, a nonprobt
group for revitalization of the historic
downtown Lampasas area, has
completed two murals on downtown
businesses and is beginning a third,
titted OPostcard.O
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County named for river

In 1856, in response to a petition
signed by the then 135 residents,
the Sixth Texas Legislature formed
Lampasas County, which was
named after the Lampasas River.

According to the Lampasas
Chamber of Commerce, the small
county’s population now comes in at
a little more than 20,000 residents.

The county seat is Lampasas; and
the governing body for the county is
the Commissioners Court.

The court is led by County Judge
Wayne Boultinghouse and four
commissioners. Commissioner
Robert Vincent from the Kempner
area serves Precinct 1, Commissioner
Alex Wittenberg of Lampasas
represents Precinct 2, Commissioner
Lowell Ivey from Lometa represents
Precinct 3 and Commissioner
Jack Cox from the Adamsville area
represents Precinct 4.

In addition to the court’s
responsibilities by the state, other
responsibilities include setting the
county’s annual tax rate, monitoring
the expenditure of county funds,
handling budget responsibilities for
all county of ces and the issuance
of bonds for building purchases and
the repairs to county buildings.

The court meets the second
and fourth Monday of every month
at 9 a.m. in the courtroom of the
Lampasas County Courthouse,
which is located at 501 E. Fourth
St. in Lampasas. County Attorney
Larry Allison is the chief prosecuting
of cer for the county court. The
county attorney prosecutes
misdemeanor cases, motions to
revoke cases and bond forfeitures.

County Sheriff David Whitis’
duties include criminal investigations,
traf c enforcement, operations of
the jail, in addition to other duties.
Residents in the county can register
to vote with the Lampasas County
Elections Administrator Dorothy
Person. She can be reached at
(512) 556-8271, ext. 206.

The city of Lampasas along with
the Lampasas Economic Development
Corporation, the Lampasas
Independent School District and
Lampasas County has received a state
grant to establish the Lampasas County
Higher Education Center to offer
residents and high school students the
opportunity to take college courses and
vocational courses.
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Kempner, founded in 1882, named after railroad magnat €

From staff reports .
e it of Kempner Water Supply Corporation
e Gl Of Kermprer provides water for area cities
and was named after The nonprobt Kempner Water Supply Corporation
Harris Kempner, a Texas was incorporated in 1973 to provide water to the
philanthropist, banker community of Kempner. In 1986, Kempner Water
and railroad magnate. Supply Pnished all construction and began receiving
Kempner is located water from Stillhouse Lake. The water comes from
between Copperas Stillhouse Hollow Reservoir near Belton and is treated
Cove and Lampasas by the Central Texas Water Supply Corporation plant.
on U.S. Highway 190 The supply corporation now serves a little more
in Lampasas County, than 5,000 customers directly, as well as providing
Approximately 1,164 water for the City of Lampasas.
people live in Kempner, In 2007, Kempner Water Supply purchased 87
according to the city's acres in Harker Heights to locate the Cliff & Eldine
Web site. Poe Regional Treatment Plant. It is currently in the
The city was construction phase.
incorporated in August The base rate for water services is $50, with an
1997 and operates additional $2.80 per 2,000 gallons of water used.
under a mayor-council The company is overseen by a nine-member board
government led by of directors with President Robert McDonald and Vice
Mayor Gene Isenhour. President Rick Abraham leading the company.
Councilmembers are Cove Her@gVID MORRIS ~ New Kempner residents interested in using
Mayor Pro Tem Paul . . ) Kempner Water Supply Corporation may apply at
Cogk, Melba Vandeveer ~ Ke€mpner Mayor Gene Isenhour unveils the meteahas the Sylvia Tuckefe rﬁam ofbce. Foffn)c/,re in?ormanon, g)g tgr\),x,\,w,
Jennifer Snyder, Dora Memorial Park during a Veterans Day cereintvoyndtg past and presepdmpnerwsc.com, or call (512) 932-3701 or (254)
Silva and Clifton Morse, ~ Veterans for their service. 547-9430. After hours, call (512) 556-7511.
City secretary acres of land immediately west of
Francis Spinney is also the Taylor Creek on U.S. Highway 190. The
administrative judge. Trudy Davis is memorial, near the park entrance,
the assistant city secretary and courts has engraved granite bricks set in a
clerk. circular “Wall of Honor” as a tribute
City Hall contains all the city of ces, to veterans, military retirees and those
municipal court, council chambers in active service from the surrounding
and the police department. The city areas.
also provides emergency services The Fort Hood-based 36th Engineer
through the Kempner Volunteer Brigade adopted the community and
Fire Department. Police Chief David helped plan, survey and design work
Sheedy leads the Kempner Police and construction.
Department. Bricks can be purchased at the
Kempner is home to several Kempner City Hall for $50 per brick
restaurants including The Brick Oven and 40 cents per engraved letter.
and Kemp-Fire BBQ. A Shell station When complete, the park will
opened within city limits in 2006. feature a large pavilion for events, a
On Veterans Day;, the city dedicated playground, basketball court, sand
the Sylvia Tucker Memorial Park and volleyball court, picnic area and
veterans memorial on roughly seven walking trails.
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