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From staff reports

N estled in the rolling hills of  Central Texas, 
Copperas Cove, “The City Built For Family 
Living,” is a growing community with a 

small city feel.
The area began as a rural community centered 

around a small store in the 1870s. In the latter pa rt of  
the 1870s, residents applied for a post of� ce unde r the 
name Cove, but were rejected by postal authorities. 
The name Copperas Cove was inspired by the mineral 
taste of  the water in a nearby spring. 

Every year in October the city celebrates its origi n 
during Ogletree Gap Heritage Festival, named for 
Marsden Ogletree, the � rst postmaster of  the city.

A transient community, Copperas Cove has a 
mixture of  people who come through the city.

A close-knit community, departments in the city 
work together to protect and enhance the quality of  
life for the city.

The city’s Police Department is led by Chief  
Tim Molnes. The department works constantly to 
provide a safe and secure city for its residents. T he 
mission of  the Copperas Cove Police Department 
is to provide the citizens it serves with a safe an d 
secure community; accomplished by working in a 
partnership to protect life and property, maintain 

order, enforce laws and ordinances, and uphold the 
constitutional right of  all persons.

The city’s Fire Department led by Chief  Mike 
Baker provides the city’s residents with � re and 
emergency services. The Fire Department operates 
the radio system for the entire city, handles EMS 
services for the city and approximately 90 square 
miles of  southern Coryell County and internal 
training along with other duties.

Presiding over the Municipal Court for the 

city, Judge William Frank Price, rules on Class C 
misdemeanor cases in the city.

The Copperas Cove Animal Control Center’s of� cers 
are on-call 24 hours to respond to vicious, sick, i nured, 
stray and abandoned animals. The center works to 
control and contain stray, lost or wounded animal i n 
the city limits, in addition to maintaining the ani mal 
shelter and animals in its care, which includes a 
reclamation and adoption program.

The Copperas Cove Public Library downtown offers
many services to residents. Services, which include  
over 67,000 books, 15 Internet-accessible computers , a 
WiFi hot spot and a meeting room, are offered at th e 
library are free for Cove residents. 

The Hills of  Cove Golf  Course is an 18-hole course 
facility owned and operated by the city. General 
Manager since October 2007, Mike Chandler, a certi�  ed 
professional turf  manager manages the facility. The 
original nine holes were built in 1972 and were rec ently 
expanded to 18. The facility includes a golf  pro sh op, 
lighted driving range, clubhouse, bar and lounge ar ea, 
tennis courts and swimming pool. The facility offer s the 
Hills of  Cove Junior Golf  Academy.

City Parks and Recreation, under the leadership 
of  the Director of  Community Services Ken Wilson, 
manages seven parks, three swimming pools, four 
tennis courts and rental facilities.

A transient community, Copperas Cove has a mixture of 
people who come through the city.

Herald file photo

‘City built for family living’ keeps growing
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From staff reports

L ike most cities 
in Texas, 
Copperas Cove 

operates under a city 
manager/council form 
of  government.

Former Coryell 
County Judge John 
Hull was elected mayor 
of  Copperas Cove in 
November. 

However, he is 
without an active 
seven-member city 
council.

This month, Coryell 
County Judge Philip 
Ziegler called for a special election to 
Þ ll four city council seats left vacant by 
the Nov. 4 recall election.

Ziegler approved the cityÕs proposed 
Feb. 10 special election date with a 
possible run-off  on March 17.

The recall was the result of  a petition 
from a Cove resident, who began collecting 
signatures from residents on May 27.

The current councilman still in their 
seat are Larry Sheppard, Place 2; Willie 

Goode, Place 6 and 
Frank Seffrood, Place 7.

Once the council 
is active again, the 
members meet on the 
Þ rst and third Tuesday 
each month.

Copperas CoveÕs 
city manager is 
Andrea Gardner. In 
a unanimous vote, in 
September, the City 
Council appointed 
Gardner, then director 
of  Þ nance, making 
her the Þ rst woman 
to hold the position in 
Copperas Cove.

The OfÞ ce of  the City 
Manager provides overall management 
of  operations and services for the City 
of  Copperas Cove. The ofÞ ce is directly 
responsible for 10 department directors 
and the various operations they manage 
including: Finance, Human Resources, 
Engineering, Solid Waste, Library, Golf  
Course, Parks and Recreation, Police, 
Fire and Water/Wastewater. 

On the Web: www.ci.copperas-cove.tx.us

City of Copperas Cove: Important numbers
Animal Control .............................1601 N. 1st St. .....................................547-5584
Building .........................................507 S. Main St. ..................................... 547-4221
City Attorney ................................507 S. Main St. ..................................... 547-4221
City Manager ................................507 S. Main St. ..................................... 547-4221
City Secretary ..............................507 S. Main St. ..................................... 547-4221
Code Enforcement .....................415 S. Main St. ..................................... 547-2514
Engineering ..................................507 S. Main St. ..................................... 547-4221
Finance ..........................................507 S. Main St. ..................................... 547-4221
Fire Department ..........................415 S. Main St. ..................................... 547-2514
Station No. 2 ................................1208 W. Ave B ...................................... 547-1112
Station No. 3 ................................1050 W. Hwy 190 ............................... 547-1113
Golf Course ..................................102 Golf Course Rd. ...........................547-2606
Grants Administration ................507 S. Main St. ..................................... 547-4221
Human Resources ......................507 S. Main St. ..................................... 547-4221
Information Systems ...................507 S. Main St. ..................................... 547-4221
Public Library ...............................501 S. Main St. ..................................... 547-3826
Municipal Court ...........................602 S. Main St. .....................................547-5030
Parks & Recreation .....................1408 Golf Course Rd. ........................542-2719
Planning ........................................507 S. Main St. ..................................... 547-4221
Police Department ......................202 S. 4th St. .........................................547-4272
Public Works ................................1601 N. 1st St. ..................................... 547-0751
Solid Waste ..................................2605 S. FM 116 ................................... 547-4242
Streets ...........................................1601 N. 1st St. ..................................... 547-2168
Support Services ........................1601 N. 1st St. ..................................... 547-8111
Utility Administration ...................305 S. Main ........................................... 547-8718
Water/Wastewater .....................1601 N. 1st St. ..................................... 547-0751

Cove uses city manger/
council system for rule

Hull Goode

Sheppard Seffrood



From staff reports

Police Chief  Tim Molnes and 
Deputy Chief  of  Police Mike 
Heintzelman lead the Copperas 

Cove Police Department.
The chief ’s of�ce handles internal 

affairs investigations and commands the 
Organized Crime Unit along with the 
deputy chief. The police department is 
divided into three major divisions: the 
uniform services division, community 
services division and the support 
services division.

The Uniform Services Division is 
made up of  the Uniform Patrol Division, 
the Motorcycle Traf�c division and the 
Reserve Police Force and is where most 
of�cers are assigned. The Community 
Services Division is responsible for 
community programs and crime 
prevention programs. Lt. Daniel Austin 
leads this division and works as the 
community relations of�cer along with 
two school resource of�cers, Of�cer 
Lorraine Palmer and Jacorby Smith, 
and warrant of�cer Fred Chavez. The 
division works the Citizens Police 

Academy Alumni Association, Citizens 
on Patrol, National Night Out, the Kiddo 
Cards and other community services.

The Support Services Division handles 
administrative tasks, record keeping, 
physical affairs and building services.

The police department works to 
provide Cove residents with a safe 
community and to maintain order and 
enforce laws and ordinances.

The department is at 202 S. 4th St. Call 
(254) 547-4272 for non-emergencies.
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New police station coming
A new police station is in sight for 

2009. The ground-breaking ceremony 
for Copperas Cove’s new police 
facility took place this month.

The new 33,000-square-foot police 
facility began as an idea in 2002 and 
is slated for completion by the end of 
2009. The facility will accommodate a 
full-size jail, meeting room, emergency 
operations center, dispatch center 
and has adequate space for future 
growth. The new police headquarters 
will be at the corner of Avenue E and 
Fourth Street.

Herald file/DAVID MORRIS

Andrew Carter, 6, of Copperas Cove, plays in the squad car of his father, Cpl. Kevin 
Keller, of the Copperas Cove Police Department during the block party hosted by 
Terry Saul at the intersection of Mathew and Curtis drives in 2006.

Police serve community
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Post ofÞ ce in Cove
The Copperas Cove 

Post OfÞ ce is at 802 E. 
Avenue D

ItÕs open from 1 p.m. to 
4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday and from 9 to 11 
a.m. on Saturdays. 

The telephone number is 
(254) 547-3605. 

The Copperas Cove ZIP 
code is 76522.

From staff reports

T he trash and water services for 
the city are handled under public 
works.

The city’s solid waste department 
collects trash, brush and recyclables. The 
city adopted an automated system with its 
Monday through Thursday, once-a-week 
residential trash collection.

Through the system, the city provides 
residents with one 96-gallon container. 
The containers are designed to reduce 
odor and litter. Items not permitted in the 
containers include grass, leaves, solvents, 
� ammable liquids, hot coals or ashes, 
brush, lumber, rocks, dirt, bricks or other 
building materials.

In the case that the container’s capacity 
is not enough, residents can choose to 
have another container for an additional 
fee of  $13 per month added to their utility 
bills.

Recyclables, brush and bulky items 
are collected every other week during 
residents’ scheduled collection days.

The city of  Copperas Cove’s solid waste 

division adopted a new fee schedule 
this year to keep in line with industry 
standards.

The ordinance was approved by the City 
Council on Aug. 19 and adopted by the 
council on Sept. 16, but the fee schedule 
did not go into effect until Oct. 1.

Solid Waste Superintendent Mike 
Mundell said the ordinance had not been 
updated since 2000. 

Some of  the new changes include:
A required deposit for residential and 

commercial solid waste accounts.
Nurserymen, tree surgeons and people 

who cut or trim trees or shrubs as an 
independent contractor are required to 
register with the city.

The free bulk collection service is 
changed to a special items collection 
service that includes an $18 fee; however, 
if  residents request a bulk collection 
on a non-collection day, there will be an 
additional fee.

Residents cannot drop brush and yard 
waste at the transfer station.

A manual or mechanical assistance fee 
will be charged to remove unauthorized 

items from a commercial container.
Boats, trailers, RVs and cars are 

prohibited from parking at the curb on 
collection day. If  the trash is blocked and 
trash collectors have to return to collect 
the trash, residents will incur a $10 fee.

A minimum of  four feet will be required 
between automated containers.

Owners or property managers of  an 
eight-plex building or larger will be 
required to pay for solid waste services 
and all associated charges.

The amount of  brush collected free-
of-charge per biweekly collection was 
reduced from seven cubic yards to three 
cubic yards.

In addition to the changes made to the 
ordinance, fees for several services have 
been created or were increased.

New fees and fee increases include:
Missed service fee from $5 to $10.
Uncovered load fee from $3 to $12.
Service fee of  $25 for city employees 

to � nd a lost container.
Now, $7.50 will be charged for removal 

of  a trash container from the curb after 
collection.

�„
�„
�„

�„

Cove offers trash pickup, recycling
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Ick’s Upholstery
601 S. 2nd St., Killeen • 254-526-4151

We upholster boats too.
All major credit cards accepted

For all your

Furniture Upholstery & Repair
• Auto Interiors & Tops • Leather

Come see us at

•  Convertible & Vinyl Tops  • Carpets
• Custom Interiors   • Boats
• Original materials available
                           601 S. 2nd St., Killeen
            254-634-5272 • Fax: 254-634-1165

Billy Barrett
Owner

All Major 
Credit Cards 

Accepted

From staff reports

T he Copperas Cove Fire 
Department now has a new 
chief.

In September, three months after 
the retirement of  former Fire Chief  
Dennis Haas, Copperas Cove welcomed 
Fire Chief  James Michael Baker, who 

goes by “Mike.” 
The � re department 

has several 
responsibilities in the 
city. 

The department, in 
addition to handling 
� re calls, operates 
the radio system 
for the entire city, 

handles EMS services for the city 
and approximately 90 square miles of  
southern Coryell County and internal 
training along with other duties.

The department is divided into the 
Administration/Support Services 
Division, the Operations Division 
and the � re marshal handles the Fire 
Inspections Division, which is split into 

three areas.
Fire Chief  Mike Baker oversees 

the Operations Division and works 
alongside three battalion chiefs and 

42 � re� ghters. The division’s duties 
include providing emergency services 
to residents of  Copperas Cove and 
Coryell, Bell and Lampasas counties.

The division has three main areas 
it’s responsible for, which are � re 
inspections, � re investigations and 
public education.

The Administration/Support 
Services Division is made up of  the 
deputy � re chief, along with nine staff  
members, It is responsible for training, 
personnel services, and code and health
enforcement and in addition to other 
duties.

The � re department works with 
the community and the Police 
Department’s community services 
division during National Night Out. 
The department holds an open house 
every year for Cove residents to 
kick off  Fire Prevention Week. The 
department also offers programs for 
residents including the Community 
Emergency Response Team, the 
Citizens Fire Academy and an 
immunization clinic.

The city’s Code Enforcement works 
under the leadership of  the deputy � re 
chief.

The � re department is at 415 S. Main 
St. and can be reached at (254) 547-2514.

Copperas Cove welcomed new Þ re chief this year

Herald file/SARAH MOORE KUSCHELL

Copperas Cove firefighter Rowan Arnold helps children down a ladder out of the Fort Hood 
Fire Safety House during the Copperas Cove Fire Department’s Open House in October.

Baker
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From staff reports

A   Texas Education Agency 
Recognized District, the
 Copperas Cove Independent 

School District has big plans for its 
students and faculty in the next few 
years.

For the �rst time in �ve years, the 
district received the rating of  recognized, 
which distinguishes CCISD as one of  
the best districts in the state. In order to 
receive a distinguished rating, at least 75 
percent of  all students have to pass all 
subject areas of  the Texas Assessment 
of  Knowledge and Skills state exam. 
The district’s attendance reports and 
completion and dropout rates are also 
factored in by TEA.

Individual campuses in the district 
received ratings of  exemplary, 
recognized and academically 
acceptable. There are 10 schools in 
the district with a total enrollment of  
7,918, which grew since last year: six 
elementary schools serve students in 
pre-kindergarten through �fth grade, 
two junior high schools serve students 
in sixth- through eighth-grade, and two 
high schools serve students in grades 
nine through 12.

The curriculum for the district 
begins with a pre-kindergarten 
program that is funded in part by 
the State Center for Early Childhood. 
The program “includes cutting-
edge research based materials and 
assessments for three- and four-year 
old students,” Deputy Superintendent 
Bobby Ott said. “This program was 
recently named a ‘School Ready’ 
prekindergarten program by the State 
Center for Early Childhood.”

Twelve pre-kindergarten teachers 
were recognized as exemplary at a 
recent school board meeting for having 
students school ready.

At the high school level, the district 
is focusing on college and workforce 
readiness. Copperas Cove High School 
offers dual-credit classes through 
a partnership with Central Texas 
College. Courses in the program 
include veterinary science, aviation, 
automotive technology, food service, 
culinary arts and criminal justice.

The high school is currently 
undergoing a redesign in order to 

prepare students for life after high 
school, whether it is any form of  
college or entrance into the work force. 
“The redesign will provide speci�c 
Institutes of  Study for students looking 
for �eld-related courses correlated with 
future employment opportunities,” Ott 
said. “We will be launching details in 
the spring of  2009.”

According to CCHS Principal Carol 
Saxenian, the redesign is being done 
across the state to prepare students.

The district is working on continuing 
its Community Science Initiative 
and is focusing on math and science 
integration courses.

“CCISD is also excited about 
the new Copperas Cove Education 
Foundation. This group formalized 
in the spring of  2008 and will provide 
grant opportunities to teachers and 
scholarships to students,” Ott said.

This month, the Copperas Cove 
Education Foundation presented the 
district with a check for $22,668 for 
teachers.

In its �rst year of  existence, the 
foundation raised the �rst round of  grant 
money for teachers in the district.

Also this month, CCISD welcomed 
Region 12 Field Service Agent Charlene 
Simpson to their board meeting where 
she presented seven campuses with 
plaques for their Academic Excellence 
Indicator System rating.

Fairview-Miss Jewell, Hettie 
Halstead and Clements-Parsons 
Elementary Schools and S.C. Lee 
Junior High School all received the 
recognized campus rating by the state.

“It is an unusual circumstance in 
today’s AEIS ratings to have a large 
junior high school that is recognized,” 
Simpson said.

Martin Walker and Mae Stevens 
Elementary Schools received an 
exemplary rating by the state. Simpson 
also presented CCISD Superintendent Dr. 
Rose Cameron with a plaque honoring 
the district’s recognized status.

“You certainly have a tremendous 
amount of  academic success,” Simpson 
said. “CCISD is the largest district in 
Region 12 to receive recognized status 
on a district level and that is quite an 
accomplishment.”

On the Web: www.ccisd.com

Cove ISD has big plans 
for its students, faculty
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From staff reports

W ith plans for future 
expansions, Family Medicine 
Clinic cut the ribbon on its 

new Copperas Cove location in August.
Family Medicine Clinic adds to 

two facilities in Lampasas and one in 
Cove’s Town Square shopping complex 
with its newest facility, located on the 
west side of  town.

The placement of  the new, 10,000-
square-foot clinic on Walker Place 
Boulevard is notable because of  the 
large planned residential expansions 
just west of  town.

“Timing is everything,” Family 
Medicine Clinic Senior Administrator 
Ruben Cardenas said. “We think the 
timing is right.”

It will initially house the of� ces of  Dr. 
Robert Perry, Kristy Anderson, certi� ed 
physician assistant William Montgomery 
and Dustin Smith, a podiatrist. 

Two more, Drs. Melanie MacLennan 
and James Kyle Morsch, opened of� ces 
in Cove in October.

Family Medicine Clinic’s � rst 
Lampasas of� ce has operated for 
more than 30 years, and its other Cove 
location has operated for about 10 
years, Cardenas said.

He said the company is looking at 
other expansions as well, including a 
30,000-square-foot of� ce in Lampasas.

The of� ce will open for business on 
Tuesday and operate from 8 a.m. to 5 

p.m. Monday through Friday.
The new location has 12 exam rooms, 

and Cardenas will move the corporate 
of� ces there in the near future.

Copperas Cove Practice Manager 
Amanda Allen, who started with the 
company as a receptionist 13 years ago, 
will run the new “� rst-class, � rst-rate” 
facility.

Family Medicine Clinic employs 35 
people in Lampasas and 15 in Cove.

“It’s just fabulous. It just shows 
how we’re growing (as a city),” said 
Copperas Cove Chamber of  Commerce 
President Marty Smith.

The existing Cove location will begin 
moving toward a more occupational 
business model, providing drug testing 
along with other services.

The new site will offer preventive 
medical and primary care, serving 
patients of  all ages. Other speciality 
services include health screenings, 
physical exams, acute care for short-
term illnesses, � u shots, allergy 
injections, and lab, X-ray and podiatry 
services, according to a news release.

Family Medicine Clinic expanding care in Cove

Herald file/SARAH MOORE KUSCHELL

Future patients and guests had questions answered by employees during the Family 
Medicine Clinic opening in late August.



Thursday, December 18, 2008 �„  Cove Welcome Guide �„  13

���������	��
���
�
��
�� ��������	
����	�
���������������������������������� ������� 
!���"��� #$�$���
�%
&����'�!���"��� #$����
�(((��)� �*�
�+�
�(((���,-
&	��
�

��������	�
���
��������������
����������
�	�
������ ���������

�����������������
���������
�������������  !
�������
�����"��
	��
�#
$%� ����&%� ������'
(�)
	��)���
*
(�������+
(���
(���
(�����%��
*

(�, -��
(���*���
����)���
*
(�������+.���+��*�!

(�������+.�/"�00"
(���	����+�������+
(���
*�,��
(������1������
(����
���+� &2��#
(��*�����������&�����
�%�*������2�
������


(����

(�1��%����

(�32 �����.�$�

��)2� �,�� 2����
(�&*+�������*���"��
.�,��������

���������
�����"
�
��.�$��4�������*�����.��
	"�
�
� ���
�����+

��11����5 ��,2 �����
(�&����������
�
����"�������


/�+���"������ ����
�
��� �4"'�"��!'� �4"'� ��� 	������� ! ����
��� ��"���'�1��
�*���� �4������
�"������ ����
�
��� ���
"�
"��� �6����'

�2 �)�,2�
(������
�7�����������*

1��
�������
�!���'��8�+������4"��������"��!�����'

&27�,���
(��*�����������&�����
�%�*������2�
������


���������
�����������	�
����
��������������
�����������������������������  ���������
��!�����"����#���

��$������%�������&��
�����
������
���#����������  
��'�������


	�����������	�"���

)�1� )�2, �)
(�&*+�������*���"��


����+���� 0#��4"��������"��!�����

(��"���*��*���"��

����+���� 0#��4"��������"��!�����

(�����"�
�
�����*���"��

����+���� 0#��4"��������"��!�����

&)2�12�5
(�&*��	����
.�&��

�9�,���������:�����.�8�+������4"��������"��!�����
(����������&*��	��+��

�����

�

1��
�*����&*��	��'�����������
���4���&*��	��+�
�������'�1
���+���$����+���������+�;
*���
����+'�
���"
�������!
��"*��	����
����������!
��"�
���
�'

�2����&�,1��2� 5
(����"���

�+��*���"��


0�+���4"�"��!'.��4������
����

	�����������-�
�
	"�
����6����

(���������"
�
���

$�.�8�+����4"���:'�2�����
��+�
������������������
� 
�
��

!�
	�	��������
�!!������
�	��+�	�����'

)�2, �)���$��12 �����12�2��1���
(� ��������"
�
���
.�$�

8�+����4"���:'�2�����
��+�
������������������
�
�
� �!�
	�
	��������
�!!������
�	��+�	�����'

� .//01� 2 �..� � .33410�5
� .�60�7/

(�1��%������
(�1�������,������*

By Alicia Lacy
The Cove Herald

M ore growth means a bigger 
space and a new building 
for Metroplex Health 

System Home Care in Copperas 
Cove.

The center’s grand reopening took 
place in October.

The center relocated to an of� ce 
space across the street from its old 
building on Avenue D, where it has 
been operating out of  for the past six 
years.

Home care center director Karen 
Voegele said the center provides in-
home health services to more than 
600 patients every year.

Voegele said patients are scheduled 
for about 68 home visits, depending 
on recovery time, which in that case, 
a patient may be discharged early.

“We offer nursing, physical 
therapy, speech therapy; we have 
a social worker and an aide. We 
go into the patients’ homes and 
try to meet their individual needs 
and coordinate services with their 
physician to determine what kind of  
services they need,” Voegele said.

The center’s marketing 
representative, Deborah Dixon, said 
the facility accepts all insurance, 
including Medicaid and Medicare.

“We serve a lot of  patients in the 
Copperas Cove area,” Voegele said, 
“We service a 50-mile radius from 
our of� ce.”

Sheppard presented Voegele 
with the proclamation stating that 
November is National Home Care 
Month.

More than 11 million Americans 
receive home-delivered health care 
from home-care providers.

Metroplex Cove facility grows

Herald file/SARAH MOORE KUSCHELL

Jonathan Harris, 1, looks up at the weight scale while his great-grandmother, Joann 
Morgan, and grandmother, Lisa Baker, show him where the numbers are during the 
Family Medicine Clinic opening in Copperas Cove in August.
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From staff reports

T he Copperas Cove Public 
Library, located downtown 
between City Hall and the main 

Þ re station, is part of  the Central Texas 
Library System.

The libraryÕs 19,250-square-foot 
facility holds a collection of  more than 
67,000 items.

The library has periodicals dating 
back to 1957 available for use.

In addition to books, the library 
offers videotapes and audiotapes 
for checkout, and any materials not 
available in the libraryÕs inventory can 
be requested through the Inter-Library 
Loan program.

The library offers many programs 
for children, who have their own 
library room, in addition to a puppet 
theater.

Books can be checked out three at a 
time for up to three weeks and may be 
renewed twice. Library cardholders 
can check out up to Þ ve audio books 
and two videos at one time. Any 
materials that arenÕt returned by the 
due date are subject to late fees of  25 
cents per day for books and $1 a day for 
audiotapes and videos. A book drop is 
located in the libraryÕs parking lot.

Services at the library are free for 
Cove residents living inside the city 
limits, but non-residents pay an annual 

fee of  $10 for a family account.
The library has 15 Internet-accessible

computers, four catalog computers and 
a typewriter for use, and as of  July, the 
library is a Wi-Fi hotspot.

A conference room seating up to 
150 is available for rent for meetings, 
workshops and seminars.

Other programs at the library 
include Baby Time, an eight-week 
program for infants under 1, preschool 
story time during the school year, a 
summer reading program, beginning 
computer training for adults, monthly 
family story times, a monthly teen 
club during the school year and a book 
discussion group.

The reference staff  is available to 
assist students in locating materials 
for class assignments and to help other 
patrons in Þ nding materials for their 
own personal research.

The library has 15 public access 
computers with Internet access and 
Microsoft OfÞ ce, as well as a public 
access typewriter.

Children can listen to recorded 
stories offered through the Dial-a-Story 
program sponsored by the Friends of  
the Library by calling 547-2665 (BOOK). 
For additional information, contact 
the library staff  at 547-3826 or check 
out the libraryÕs Web site at www.
ci.copperascove.tx.us/pages/library/
library.htm.

Herald file photo

The Copperas Cove Public Library offers many programs for children, who have their 
own library room, in addition to a puppet theater.

Cove library offers more than 
67,000 items for its patrons
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FLAWLESS REPUTATION

Serving the area since 1946

“The Family of Jewelers Who Care.”

Come in to see our dazzling jewelry and ask for our brochure, 
“What you should know about Buying a Diamond.”

Buying a diamond is an act of faith. 
Whether it’s for love or just 
to reward yourself – be sure 
before you buy. Be sure of the 
quality, be sure of the value and 
be sure of the jeweler. Look for 
the jeweler with the “J” on the 
door. As your local Jewelers of 
America member, we have the 
experience and knowledge to 
help you select diamonds and 
other fine jewelry.

All major credit cards accepted • MILITARY FINANCING AVAILABLE

2102 S. W.S. Young Dr., Killeen

(254) 699-4653

From staff reports

T he front door to the city, the 
Copperas Cove Chamber of  
Commerce and Visitor’s Bureau 

works to assist business networking 
and coordinating events for the city.

The chamber provides leadership 
and services to its more than 350 
members and helps promote a 
competitive and cooperative business 
climate in the city.

The chamber coordinates events 
throughout the year, which include 
Rabbit Fest in May and the Ogletree 
Gap Festival in October. The chamber 
promotes the city as Bike Central, 
Texas, and hosts bike and run events 
such as the State Championship Bike 
Festival, the Jackrabbit Run 4 Hope and 
the Cove House Classic Bike Tour.

A 17-member board of  directors that 
meet each month leads the chamber.

The board approves procedures and 
policies for the chamber, including a budget 
and program of  work. In addition to the 
board, the chamber has several individuals 
in place who help keep business running 

smoothly — President Marty Smith, along 
with Vice President of  Tourism and Events 
Betty Price, Finance Manager Klaudia 
Brand and Finance and Office Manager 
Teressa Hawkins. 

The chamber contracts with the city 
of  Copperas Cove to promote tourism 
and to attract new businesses to the 
city. The visitor’s bureau supplies 
visitors with information on places 

of  interest, lodging, dining, shopping, 
conference facilities and other 
activities in the Cove area.

The chamber can be reached at 547-
7571 or at www.copperascove.com.

Chamber of Commerce promotes Copperas Cove

Herald file photo

Carnival rides l ight up the night sky at Rabbit Fest, an annual event the Chamber of Commerce helps coordinate each May.
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From staff reports

O gletree Gap Park, located at 
the western edge of  the city, 
ß ourishes quietly in vibrant 

shades of  green and gold.
Ogletree Gap Park is a perfect foil 

for Copperas Cove City Park, the other 
jewel in the Parks and Recreation 
departmentÕs crown. While City Park is 
developed with ball Þ elds, playground 
equipment and picnic tables, and is home 
to the civic center, the YMCA building 
and swimming facilities, Ogletree Gap 
remains relatively untouched as a nature 
preserve located along U.S. Highway 190.

Despite a lack of  established 
facilities, Ogletree Gap Park 
accommodates a surprisingly wide 

array of  activities. Families come 
bearing picnic lunches. Students use 
the empty Þ elds for sports practice. 
Hobbyists indulge in bird watching, 
and ß ying kites and remote-controlled 
airplanes in the open skies. And many 
come simply to sit quietly and reß ect.

The site is especially popular with 
dog owners, who bring their pets to 
frolic in the open pastures.

While there is only one legitimate 
road through the rear portions of  the 
park Ñ Post OfÞ ce Road, which loops 
westward behind the old stage stop 
Ñ for avid hikers, there is a hidden 
network of  challenging trails that wind 
throughout the hills.

There are no markers or any known 
maps that chart these pathways, 

which start and stop and branch off  in 
multiple directions at random. Many, 
admittedly, were created illegally 
by unauthorized motor vehicles, 
according to Wilson.

While on most days Ogletree Gap 
remains a peaceful haven, the park 
is also versatile Ñ a blank canvas 
adaptable to a variety of  community 
needs. The Boys and Girls Club of  
Copperas Cove hosts the annual 
summer Music at the Gap outdoor 
concerts at the Ogletree Gap pavilion, 
and the Chamber of  Commerce 
transforms Post OfÞ ce Road for 
HalloweenÕs eerie Spooktacular 
Hayride. The police and Þ re 
departments use the park to conduct 
training exercises, and the Texas 
State Guard has utilized the primitive 
grounds for land navigation drills.

But the premier event at the park 
is OctoberÕs annual Ogletree Gap 
Heritage Festival, which Þ rst began 
in 1985 to commemorate the 150th 
anniversary of  the cityÕs founding. 
Last year, the extravagant three-day 
event brought more than a thousand 
people into the city for a weekend of  
historical activities. The festival has 
always placed an emphasis on the roots 
of  the region and in recent years has 
become a living history book of  the 
Civil War era. The open, rural acreage 
and natural setting make it ideal for re-
enactments of  battles and camp sites.

Find toe-tappin’ music at 
Cove oprys each month

Bring your cowboy hat and get 
your toes ready to tap for the live 
shows at the Cove Country Opry 
and the Copperas Cove Opry.

Both venues feature family fun 
with a country music twist that gets 
crowds moving. 

The Copperas Cove Opry hosts 
its events on the Þ rst Saturday of 
every month, and the Cove Country 
Opry brings on the music the 
second Saturday of every month.

Both oprys are held at CoveÕs 
Civic Center, with the Copperas 
Cove Opry performances starting at 
7 p.m. and the Cove Country Opry 
shows beginning at 2 p.m. 

Bringing in outside talent, while 
promoting local ones is what the 
Cove Country Opry does best, said 
Trey Hooten, the director of the 
organization. He knows because he 
is also a part of the house band, the 
Travelers.

ÒThe thing I love the most about 
our opry is that we get performers 
from all over. Mainly the United 
States, but weÕve had performers 
coming from different parts of the 
world to do shows for us,Ó Hooten 
said. ÒI think a lot of people who 
have never been to one of our 
shows think that it is an amateur 
open mic night, but this is a 
professional show, and we get 
professional entertainers.Ó

Along with country music, 
inspirational gospel performances 
are common at the Cove Country 
Opry, and snacks are always 
available.

Bringing a different sound 
to country music is what lead 
guitarist Freddy Fuller, ÒThe Singing 
Cowboy,Ó and his BellJam Band 
bring to the patrons of the Copperas 
Cove Opry.

ÒMy band is probably the best 
in this area,Ó Fuller said. ÒMore 
importantly than knowing how to 
play, they know how to listen. ThatÕs 
what creates the dimension and 
texture in music. ItÕs a gift to know 
how to do that, and they have it 
covered.Ó

 Ñ From staff reports

If you go
Copperas Cove Opry
(254) 238-7960
www.coveopry.com

Cove Country Opry
(254) 542-5474
www.covecountryopry.net

Both groups meet at the 
Copperas Cove Civic Center.

Herald file photo

James Powell with the Copperas Cove Chamber of Commerce, tells about the history of Copperas Cove and how the town got its name
at the Ogletree Gap Heritage Festival in Copperas Cove.

Many activities at Ogletree Gap Park
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From staff reports

F ounded in 1854 and named 
for frontiersman James 
Coryell, Coryell County has a 

total population of  more than 70,000 
residents.

The county seat is located in 
Gatesville, one of  the counties two 
largest cities. The other populous city 
in the county is Copperas Cove.

Coryell County is home to 11 cities 
and towns with three major highways 
running through the county: State 
Highway 36, U.S. Highway 190 and U.S. 
Highway 84.

The county is led by the 
commissioners court. The court is 
made up of  a county judge and four 
commissioners. County Judge John 
Firth leads the court with Precinct 1 
Commissioner Jack Wall, Precinct 2 
Commissioner Daren Moore, Precinct 3 
Commissioner Don Jones and Precinct 
4 Commissioner Elizabeth Taylor.

The court’s duties include setting 
the yearly property tax rate and county 
tax rate, approving the budget and 
employment for the county, setting 
precinct boundaries for the justice of  the 
peace and commissioners, conducting 
and certifying elections, supervising 
the county courthouse, building and 
facilities in addition to other duties.

The court meets the second and fourth 
Monday of  every month at 9 a.m. at 
the county courthouse, which is at 620 
East Main St. in Gatesville. Any of  the 
commissioners or the county judge can 
be reached at (254) 865-5911, ext. 221.

County Attorney Brandon Belt 
works closely with the commissioners 
court and as the county’s legal advisor. 
In addition to his other responsibilities, 
the county attorney prosecutes any 
misdemeanor that occurs in the county 
and represents the State in criminal 
investigations.

County Sheriff  Johnny Burks works 
closely with the county attorney during 
investigations.

The sheriff  has countywide 
jurisdiction, but concentrates on areas 
outside the city limits.

All the county of� cials and employees 
work together so the county runs 
smoothly. The county receives revenue to 

operate from taxes, fees, � nes and grants.
Other county of� cials include 

interim chief  tax appraiser Roy 
Johnson who determines the tax value 
for property and heads the Coryell 

Central Appraisal District, County 
Auditor Ben Roberts, county tax 
assessor/collector Justin Carothers 
who also serves as voter registrar and 
county clerk Barbara Simpson.

The of� ce of  the county clerk is 
responsible for all birth, death and 
marriage certi� cates, and real estate 
records and conducts all state and 
county elections for the county.

Coryell County 
information

Coryell County: On The Web
Coryell County is online at www.

coryellcounty.org.
County Judge: www.

coryellcounty.org/county_judge. htm
Commissioners Court: www.

coryellcounty.org/commissioners_
courtv2.htm

Sheriff: www.coryellcountysheriff.
com

Emergency management: 
www.coryellcounty.org/
E%20management.htm

County Clerk: www.coryellcounty.
org/county_clerk.htm

Treasurer: www.coryellcounty.org/
county_treasurer.htm

Tax Assessor-Collector: www.
coryellcounty.org/county_tax_
assessor.htm

Justice of the Peace: www.
coryellcounty.org/justice_of_the_
peace.htm

County Court at Law: www.
coryellcounty.org/county_ court_at_
law.htm

Constable: www.coryellcounty.
org/constable.htm

Herald file photo

Modern Gatesvil le maintains its busy atmosphere, with four-wheeling trucks replacing 
the horse drawn carriages at lunchtime.

Coryell County 
is home to 11 
cities, towns

From staff reports

F rom a restaurant that serves a 
Texas-sized chicken fried steak 

to a museum that celebrates spurs, 
Gatesville is a small town that revels in 
old-style country living that you won’t 
� nd in the bigger Central Texas cities.

Gatesville is the spur capital of  
Texas. Its appreciation for spurs 
brings in visitors to the Coryell 
Museum and Historical Center on 
East Main Street to catch authentic 
western wear and capture a glimpse 
of  the city’s history. The Mitchell 
collection has a reputation of  being 
the largest spur collection in Texas.

Gatesville’s appreciation for the 
good old days does not end with 
spurs. Gatesville is Coryell’s county 
seat and has a towering courthouse 
as a reminder. The Coryell County 
Courthouse was built in 1898 of  native 

limestone and Pecos sandstone, which 
was shaped by Scottish stone cutters.

Founded in 1854, Gatesville is a city 
of  about 16,000 in a county of  76,000 
residents. The city runs under the 
council-manager government setup, 
with a seven-member council. 

Gatesville also offers a trip back to 
the 1950s with an old-school drive-in 
movie theater. At the Last Drive-in 
Picture Show on Highway 36, drivers 
can lay back in their front seats and 
take in new releases on the big screen 
beneath a starlit sky. 

At Andy’s restaurant, a salad 
bar and buffet-style dining are on 
the menu, but the restaurant’s real 
entree is a full-order chicken fried 
steak that spans a plate and will be 
a challenge for even Central Texas’ 
most bottomless bellies to � nish.

The Old Leon River Bridge, erected 
in 1904, was a major link between 

eastern and western Central Texas 
for many years. It became part of  
State Highway 7 in 1917 and since the 
1930s has been part of  U.S. Highway 
84. The historic bridge still stands 
after a restoration in 1994.

Mother Neff  State Park, the oldest 
state park in Texas, is located near 
Gatesville in nearby Moody.

The park provides hiking, biking 
and riverbank � shing. Gatesville also 
offers visitors a variety of  antiques, 
arts, crafts and gift shops.

Several prisons are operated in 
Gatesville as a result of  a partnership 
between the city and the Texas 
Department of  Criminal Justice.

The partnership dates back more 
than a century since the Texas Youth 
Council opened the Gatesville State 
School for Boys in 1889. Gatesville 
units mostly house female offenders.

On the Web: www.ci.gatesville.tx.us

Gatesville keeps old-time feel in modern city
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From staff reports

I ncorporated in 1883, Lampasas, 
the county seat for Lampasas 
County, was Þ rst named Burleson 

for John Burleson who received about 
1,280 acres of  land in the 1850s.

The name was changed to 
Lampasas Springs because of  several 
mineral springs in the area. 

When the county was created in 
1856, the law speciÞ ed, ÒThe county 
seat shall be the same name as the 
county.Ó

The city of  Lampasas was ofÞ cially 
incorporated in 1883.

The city has a population of  6,786, 
as of  the 2000 Census.

The city runs under a mayor-
council system of  government led 
by Mayor Judith Hetherly. Council 
member-Mayor Pro-Tem John Cole, 
council member Jerry Grayson, 
council member Robert McCauley, 
council member Evan Stubbs, council 
member Wanda Bierschwale and 
council member Les Gerhardt make 
up the city council.

The city councilÕs duties include 
adopting budgets, determining 
policies, appointing the city manager 
and approve legislation.

The council members and the 
mayor are elected at-large for two-
year terms.

The council meets regularly on the 
second and fourth Monday of  every 
month at 7 p.m. at city hall, which is 
at 312 East Third St.

The city manager, Michael Stoldt, is 
the general administrator of  the city. 
The city manager is responsible for 

the day-to-day operations of  the city. 
The city manager is appointed by 

the city council.
Every year during the second 

week in July the city hosts Spring 
Ho. Spring Ho commemorates the 

rejuvenating powers of  Sulphur 
Springs. 

The Þ rst Spring Ho was held in 1972 
from an idea from Gary Martin and 
Milton Boone.

Activities of  the festival include 

dancing, a barbecue cook-off, a talent 
contest, gospel singing, Þ reworks, 
Þ shing, a fair, crafts, carnival rides, 
games and other activities.

On the Web: www.cityoß ampasas.com

I n 1856, in response to a petition signed by the 
then 135 residents, the Sixth Texas Legislature 
formed Lampasas County, which was named 

after the Lampasas River.
As of  July 2007, the small countyÕs population was 

recorded at a little over 20,000 residents.
The county seat is Lampasas; and the governing 

body for the county is the Commissioners 
Court. The court is led by County Judge Wayne 
Boultinghouse and four commissioners. 

Commissioner Robert Vincent from the Kempner 
area serves Precinct 1, Commissioner Alex 
Wittenberg of  Lampasas represents Precinct 2, 

Commissioner Lowell Ivey from Lometa represents 
Precinct 3 and Commissioner Jack Cox from the 
Adamsville area represents Precinct 4.

In addition to the courtÕs responsibilities by 
the state, other responsibilities include setting 
the countyÕs annual tax rate, monitoring the 
expenditure of  county funds, handling budget 
responsibilities for all county ofÞ ces and the 
issuance of  bonds for building purchases and the 
repairs to county buildings.

The court meets the second and fourth Monday 
of  every month at 9 a.m. in the courtroom of  the 
Lampasas County

Courthouse, which is located at 501 E. Fourth St. 
in Lampasas.

County Attorney Larry Allison is the chief  
prosecuting ofÞ cer for the county court. The count y 
attorney prosecutes misdemeanor cases, motions to 
revoke cases and bond forfeitures.

County Sheriff  Gordon MorrisÕs duties include 
criminal investigations, trafÞ c enforcement, 
operations of  the jail, in addition to other duties .

Residents in the county can register to vote with 
the Lampasas County Elections Administrator 
Dorothy Person. Call her at (512) 556-8271, ext. 20 6.

Ñ From staff reports

Lampasas County, formed in 1856, now has 20,000 residents

Lampasas ofÞ cially incorporated in 1883

Herald file/DAVID MORRIS

Nickels the Clown gives Cameron Garner, 3, of Lampasas, a high five as he makes his way down Key Avenue during the annual Spring
Ho parade in Lampasas. The festival is held during the second week of July to commemorate the powers of Sulphur Springs.



Thursday, December 18, 2008 �„  Cove Welcome Guide �„  21

����������	
�
��
�����

����
����������
����������	

���
�������

��
���

���	�������������������
��������������������
���
�
���	��

��
��

������������	��
������
���
����������
��
��
��������������� ��

����������	�!!!�
�"�
���	�#��

From staff reports

T he city of  Kempner was founded in 1882 
and was named after Harris Kempner, a 
Texas philanthropist, banker and railroad 

magnate.
Kempner is located between Copperas Cove 

and Lampasas on U.S. Highway 190 in Lampasas 
County and, according to the 2000 Census, has a 
population of  1,070.

The city was incorporated in August 1997 and 
operates under mayor-council government. 

City Hall contains all the city’s of� ces, the 
municipal court, council chambers and the 
police department.

The city also provides emergency services 
through the Kempner Volunteer Fire 
Department, and Police Chief  Douglas 
Kahlstrom leads the Kempner Police 
Department.

Kempner is home to several restaurants, 
including The Brick Oven and Kemp-Fire BBQ.

A Shell station opened within the city limits in 
2006.

Fielder’s Fresh Produce continues to provide 
the area with organic, farm-grown fresh produce.
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Kempner nestled between Copperas Cove, Lampasas

Herald file photo
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There’s so much to do. Come and explore for yoursel f .

Cove House Classic bike race.

Civil War re-enactments 
in Ogletree Gap Park.

Bloomin’ Fest in Lampasas.



Thursday, December 18, 2008 �„  Cove Welcome Guide �„  23

Rabbit Fest each spring 
includes a parade.

National Night Out.

Copperas Cove High 
School’s football team 
is a big attraction 
each fall.
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