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Look for products 
with high value 

and low cost
(MS) -- Families know how im-

portant it is to retain the value of  
their homes, especially when we 
hear so much about diminishing 
home values and foreclosures. Still, 
remodeling is one of  the best ways 
to preserve your home’s value and 
in some parts of  the country, hom-
eowners can still recover up to 90 
percent of  their remodeling costs 
despite falling home prices. If  
you’re a homeowner who’s in the 
process of  remodeling, consider 
budget-friendly options to get the 
look you want without breaking 
the bank. Here are several tips to 
give you some less expensive op-
tions when remodeling.

Kitchen

The countertops are one of  the 
high impact surfaces in your kitch-
en. While natural stone options 
like granite and quartz, as well as 
solid surfaces are alluring, they’re 
expensive and can quickly drain 
your remodeling budget. Now is a 
good time to check out a contempo-
rary laminate countertop, which 
offers luxury looks at a surpris-
ingly low cost when compared to 
stone. Wilsonart(R) HD High Defi-
nition Laminate is available in 43 
designs created specifically for 
heavy use horizontal surfaces like 
countertops. The deep, rich look 
and dimensional texture can give 
your kitchen countertop the look 
you want without the sacrifice. 
Custom cabinets, though gorgeous 
to look at, can also make a signifi-
cant dent in your budget plan. To 
get the same look for less, install 
oversized crown molding on top of  
stock cabinets to make them “pop.” 
Most people won’t notice the differ-
ence, and you’ll save enough to buy 
a new appliance or two.

Bathroom

A beautiful, updated bathroom 
will undoubtedly add value to 
your home, but it can also be a 
money pit that sucks away your 
remodeling dollars due to poten-
tially high material and labor 
costs. In an effort to cut back, try 
searching for discounted fixtures 
like shower heads and faucets at 
home improvement stores or at 
online sources like eBay.

Oftentimes, the cost of  new 
luxury-name fixtures can run be-
tween $500 to $1000 while mass-
market versions may provide the 
same look for less. Many manufac-
turers, like Moen and Delta, pro-
vide detailed installation instruc-
tions so you can save there, too. 
Those popular glass or decorative 
nickel knobs and pulls on cabinets 
and doors can often run as much 
as $20 apiece. A better option is 
oversized hardware -- eight to 12 
inches long as opposed to the stan-
dard four to five inches -- which 
gives you a bold look for less.

You can also save money on 
bathroom countertop surfaces 
by considering durable lami-
nate instead of  stone, which 
can be stained by cosmetics and 
cleaners. Another advantage of  
laminate is that if  you decide to 
change the color scheme of  your 
bathroom in a few years, lami-
nate can be switched out easily 
and inexpensively.

Family Room

Estimates tell us that adding a 
family room, as opposed to sim-
ply remodeling one, will help a 
homeowner recoup as much as 
80 percent of  their original in-
vestment at resale. Remember 
to plan the space by factoring in 
the size of  your family, the ages 
of  your kids (and their friends), 
and perhaps even the possibil-
ity of  additions to your immedi-

ate family, like grandparents or 
babies. Some families go as far 
as taking out walls to improve 
space, but careful planning and 
wise furniture positioning can 
help you avoid drastic changes 
to the room that tend to drain 
your budget. If  you’re handy or 
can afford to hire a carpenter, 
built-in shelving and possibly an 
entertainment/gaming nook are 
useful and popular additions, 
and can be painted, stained, or 
simply covered with laminate to 
match your decor.

Bedrooms

From a purely practical stand-
point, your bedrooms are places 
for you and your family to sleep 
and take refuge from the outside 
world. A master bedroom remod-
el should reflect an atmosphere 
of  serenity and comfort. It’s also 
the perfect place to install energy 
efficient windows, which will 
help keep you cool in the summer, 
warm in the winter, and allow 
you to eventually recoup the cost 
with savings on your monthly en-
ergy bill.

Color is typically one of  the 
easiest and most cost effective 
ways to make a significant change 
in the look of  your bedrooms. 
Kids’ bedrooms can benefit from 
bright colors and easily washable 
surfaces. Pick up a pre-fabricated 
laminate countertop slab and a 
couple of  file cabinets at a local 
home center to create a simple 
desk with the look of  a custom 
piece. Wilsonart has a large, cut-
ting-edge collection of  colorful 
laminate patterns that children 
can easily grow into, in addition 
to a bevy of  designs perfectly 
crafted for a children’s room.

For more information and 
some examples of  successful 
home remodeling pro jects, visit 
www.countertop.com. 

HOME IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 
MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER
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Since 2006, owner Steve 
Creech and his sta�  have been 
providing Central Texans with 
reliable, dependable service 
for landscaping, lawn care and 
nursery needs.  A large variety 
of trees, shrubs, plants, bushes, 
gravel, dirt and containers, al-
lows each customer the oppor-
tunity to allow their gardens its 
potential.  

Guys with Green Shoes and 
Thumbs strive in customer sat-
isfaction by providing courtesy 

and professionalism 
every day to 
every cus-

tomer.  

Customers are al-
ways right and the 
entire sta�  take 
pride in what they 
do every day.  

Backing their 
work and providing 
each customer indi-
vidual service, Guys 
with Green Shoes 
and Thumbs are 
professional both 
in appearance and 
their knowledge of the prod-
ucts.  You will always be able 
to spot a •GuyŽ by the uniform.  
The level of their knowledge of 
products and services, as well 
as the strong desire to assist 

in making a lot of positive 
success in the commu-
nity.  Quality lawns are 
popping up all over the 
place.  Watch out, if you 

stop by Guys with Green Shoes 
and Thumbs yours will improve 
tremendously. 

Located at 1600 W. Stan 
Schlueter Loop in Killeen, 
any Guys with Green 
Shoes and Thumbs will 
assist in meeting your 
landscaping needs.  
Hours of operation are 
as follows:

Guys with Green Shoes
Monday … Friday 
8 am … Sundown

 
Guys with Green Thumbs

Monday … Saturday 8 am … 6 pm
Sundays 9 am … 5 pm

For additional information or
questions to any of your landscap-
ing or lawn care needs, contact Steve
Creech or a Guys with Green Shoes at
254-394-3763 or a Guys with Green
Thumbs Nursery sta�  member at
254-699-4600 during business hours.

BEAUTIFYING CENTRAL TEXAS ONE LAWN AT A TIME



(NewsUSA) - When it comes to 
home decorating, lighting proves just as 
important as paint color. Quality lighting 
allows residents to perform tasks without 
eyestrain and creates a warm, comfortable 
feel. 

When lighting a room, remember 
that you will need more than one type of 
light. You will need to use general lighting, 
or overall illumination, and task lighting, 
which helps you perform tasks like read-
ing or cooking without eyestrain. Many 
homeowners also use accent 
lighting to spotlight paint-
ings, shelves or other 
areas of visual interest. 
Using all three types 
of light will help 
homes look more 
attractive.

The American 
Lighting Asso-
ciation o� ers these 
tips for Americans 
looking to update their 
lighting in the di� erent 
areas of their home:

- Use light to create an 
attractive living room. To 
make a focal point, consider 
using recessed downlight 
above the � replace mantel. 
The light will make stone 
and brick surfaces look more 
intricate. Place � oorlamps behind 
arm chairs to provide light for reading 
or other activities. Highlight paintings with 
low-voltage, tungsten-halogen picture 

lights, which shine white light directly on 
the painting.

- Brighten up your kitchen. A large ceiling 
light will provide adequate general light-
ing but might not let you see into cabinets 
or on your stove range. Add supplemen-
tal lighting where you need to perform 
speci� c tasks. Track lights over the stove 
and the sink, for example, will help you see 
when your onions are browned and when 
your pots look clean.

- Create an elegant feel in 
the  dining room. Use a 

chandelier above the 
dining room table 
to  provide func-
tional light and 
to highlight any 
centerpieces.

- Use light to create 
a calming bedroom. 

Use wall sconces, 
chandeliers, fanlights 

or downlights to create 
enough light for you to get 

dressed, then add additional 
lights near your vanity and in 
your closet. Consider install-
ing swing-arm wall lamps on 
either side of your bed. The 
lights will provide enough illu-

mination for reading but won•t 
take up space on your nightstand.

For more information, visit www.
americanlightingassoc.com.

Upgrade Your 
Lighting  With 

These Simple Tips
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First Community Mortgage, 
Inc. is a leading mortgage com-
pany offering a full range of  
services for home buyers. Es-
tablished in 1988, First Commu-
nity Mortgage (FCM) special-
izes in Department of  Veterans 
Administration (VA) Loans, 
FHA loans, conventional loans, 
Texas veterans and first-time 
home buyer loans. FCM’s par-
ent company, First National 
Bank Texas, has been serving 
customers since 1901. Since 
then, thousands of  homeown-
ers have trusted FCM for one of  
the biggest financial decisions 
of  their lives.

Because of  FCM, thousands 
of  military families, veterans 
and reservists have been able 
to realize the Great American 
Dream of  home ownership. 
Offering a combined total of  
135 years of  mortgage experi-
ence, their employees are well 
trained in the mortgage lend-
ing industry, and able to serve 
your VA, FHA and convention-

al financing for purchases 
and refinances.

The experienced team at FCM 
is the best in the business, offer-
ing exceptional service and sup-
port and helping thousands of  
people like you. Because FCM 
is a full-service mortgage lend-
er – including originators, loan 
processors, underwriters and 
closers under one roof  – they 
have the experience and ability, 
in many cases, to approve a loan 
at the time of  application or 
within 24 hours. The dedication 
of  the associates has ensured 
their lead as a mortgage lender 
of  choice because they take care 
of  customers from the very be-
ginning until long after your 
home closes.

First Community Mortgage 
has office located in Killeen, 
Copperas Cove and Harker 
Heights. For more information 
about loan products, mortgage-
related questions or for mort-
gage loan approval, call 800-759-
7224 toll free from the USA, visit 
valoans4u.com or a FCM office 
near you.

ALL YOUR MORTGAGE 
NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF 
WITH FIRST COMMUNITY 

MORTGAGE, INC.
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Are you dreaming 
of  a custom home?

Curtis Cook Residential 
Designs has been designing 
award winning custom homes 
in the Central Texas area for 
over 19 years. Curtis has built 
his reputation by designing el-
egant homes for clients with 
discriminating taste. Visit his 
web site @ curtiscookdesigns.
net for some examples of  cus-
tom home design and view 
some of  our stock plan selec-
tions.

 Curtis Cook Residential De-
signs has a large selection of  

stock plans on file as well. 
Stop by our office at 910 Wat-
son Lane in Harker Heights 
and view our plan file. You 
may find one you like, or if  
some modification is needed, 
the staff  at Curtis Cook Resi-
dential Designs will be happy 
to assist you.

Whether you want a cus-
tom home designed from 
scratch or a stock plan modi-
fied to fit your needs stop by 
Curtis Cook Residential De-
signs or call 254-699-6345 for 
an appointment. He would 
love the opportunity to work 
with you to make your dream 
home a reality.

CURTIS COOK
RESIDENTIAL DESIGNS
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A change of  seasons can inspire 
any homeowner to embark on a home 
renovation project. Proper planning 
will make the job much easier.

No matter who will be doing the 
work -- a contractor or a do-it-yourself-
er -- proper planning is an important 
part of  any home-improvement proj-
ect. Contractors should be notified ex-
actly as to what the homeowner wants 
accomplished. Homeowners need to 
meet with professionals, explain the 
work and get realistic estimates. Do-
it-yourselfers also should plan ahead 
to ensure they have set aside enough 
time for the project, have the right 
equipment and materials and under-
stand the work.

Having the proper equipment 
means getting the tools specifically 
designed for the task, but also hav-
ing tools that are in good condition. 
It is a nice idea to check that tools are 
in working order before beginning a 
project. All handles should be fixed 
firmly into the tool’s working end, and 
jaw teeth, cutters and blades should be 

sharp. Throw away any dam-
aged tools.

If, when planning a project, 
do-it-yourselfers discover they 
don’t have a tool they need, they 
can rent, buy or borrow it. Rent-
ing or borrowing allows them to 
see if  they like a particular model 
or brand, making the decision eas-
ier when they finally decide to buy 
the tool. For those who want to buy 
the tool, many home improvement 
professionals recommend going to a 
knowledgeable local dealer.

After getting the proper equip-
ment, homeowners should 
follow the manufacturer’s 
instructions when using each 
tool. Tools should be kept 
clean, dry and away from 
excessive heat.

With proper planning 
and the right tools and 
materials, homeowners can 
be well on their way to a 
successful project and a 
more beautiful home.

Planning Essential to Home Projects
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The Garage Door Company 
has always been known for 
their excellent service and high 
quality products. After opening 
their doors in 1986, the Garage 
Door Company ensured their 
customers that they ‘sell the 
best and service the rest.’ Now, 
23 years later, they are continu-
ing their promise by offering 
Raynor ShowCase™ doors with 
Accufinish.

As described by Raynor:
Featuring the beauty of  natural 

wood and the durability of  steel, 
Raynor ShowCase™ doors with 
AccuFinish woodgrain colors add 
instant curb appeal to any home. 
Designed using a maintenance-free 
laminate film, ShowCase doors 
with AccuFinish woodgrain colors 
offer an excellent level of  resistance 
to UV rays and are environmentally 
friendly. In addition, AccuFinnish 
is available in four colors—Cedar, 

Oak, Cherry and Walnut.
But good looks are just part 

of  the story. Beneath the surface, 
ShowCase™ is also one of  the most 
tightly engineered garage doors 
you can own. Its rugged, two-sided 
steel design provides strength and 
maximum protection against noise, 
impact and weather. The superior 
construction includes a core of  ther-
mally bonded, CFC-free, expanded 
polystyrene insulation. At a full 
2” thick, the 3-layer construction, 
combined with raynor’s superior 
thermal break 
technology, deliv-
ers an R-value 
of  10.25, keeping 
your garage cool-
er in the summer 
and warmer in 
the winter. What’s 
more, the white, 
woodgrain em-
bossed steel skin 
interior provides 

and attractive finished look from 
within your garage.

ShowCase™ features heavy-
duty, hot-dipped, galvanized steel 
sections with an epoxy primer and 
baked-on polyester finish to resist 
rust and impact. To ensure durable, 
long-lasting performance, standard 
features include:
• Rugged, hot-dipped galvanized 

steel track
• Steel wheel, ball-bearing rollers
• Vinyl thermal break interior & ex-

terior skins

• Section joint seal to prevent weath-
er infiltration

• Bottom weather seal to keep ou t
elements

• Adjustable track for a precise fit

So come by The Garage 
Door Company today at 703 
W. Cen Tex Expwy., Harker
Heights, to see all of  products 
that the ‘The Original Garage 
Door Company of  Killeen’ can 
provide you.

GARAGE DOOR COMPANY BRINGS YOU
BEAUTIFUL RAYNOR SHOWCASE’ DOORS
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For many people, buying 
or selling a home is the big-
gest purchase or sale they 
will ever make. It’s no sur-
prise then that most choose 
to involve a real estate 
agent in the process. With 
such important decisions 
at hand, it helps to involve 
a professional with experi-
ence in buying and selling 
homes.

But with so many agents 
out there, it’s not always 
easy choosing the right one. 
So how to decide? The pro-
cess often depends on the 
individuals doing the buy-
ing or selling.

Do You Really Need a 
Broker?

Yes. Real estate agents 
work on commissions, 
which are typically in the 
neighborhood of  five per-
cent. If  you’re selling your
home for $300,000, the stan-
dard commission would be 
$15,000 on that sale. Natu-
rally a person looking to 
save money might be ap-
prehensive about the com-
mission. But ultimately, a 
real estate agent can help 
you save money in the 
long run.

Agents have an in-
timate knowledge of  
the market and the in-
dustry. They also know 
your competition, the
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Continued on page  14

Finding the
Right Real Estate Agent
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In this economic climate many 
homeowners are opting to stay put 
rather than trying to sell their homes 
in a buyer’s market. In turn, they’re 
looking for ways to improve upon 
their home investment. Renovations 
to properties are continuing despite 
slow growth in the housing market.

Renovations may bring about 
a return on money spent if  done 
right, but they do require a prelimi-
nary investment of  funds. The key 
is finding the best way to finance 
home renovations.

Cash

Cash is the most economical way 
to finance improvements, provided 
you have enough discretionary mon-
ey in accounts to cover costs. You do 
not incur any financing charges or 
interest, and will not be penalized for 
past-due credit payments.

It is a good idea to keep all of  the 
receipts for purchases made toward 
home improvements. Though home 
improvements are typically not tax-
deductible, certain improvements, 
such as purchasing energy conserv-
ing appliances and other 
envi ronmental ly 
friendly

renovations, may be eligible for a tax 
credit. Your accountant or another 
tax professional may be able to pro-
vide further information regarding 
tax credits.

Personal Loans

If  you do not have cash on hand, 
you may want to take out a loan to 
finance the costs of  improvements. 
Just weigh the advantages and disad-
vantages of  the loan. Will the invest-
ment be worth the interest you will 
have to pay on the agreement over the 
life of  the loan?

Sit down with a loan officer at your 
local bank to go over options with rea-
sonable terms before committing to 
the renovations.

Credit Cards

Paying for a renovation on a credit 
card can be a viable option for quick 
funds, provided that you are of  the 
mind of  paying off  the balance when 
the bill comes, and not carrying it 
over from month 

to month. Otherwise, high finance 
charges on certain cards could end 
up costing you a great deal. Check the 
terms of  your credit card. You may 
find incentive deals for using your 
card at home-improvement retailers. 
Some cards also offer discounts on 
purchases if  you make your purchase 
through their site with one of  their 
partners. This could save you a per-
centage on the purchase and be well 
worth using plastic to pay.

Home Equity Loans/Refinancing

If  you have been considering refi-
nancing your home to take advantage 
of  lower interest rates, you may want 
to use a portion of  your equity to fund 
home improvement projects. For hom-
eowners who are planning to stay in 
their homes for several years and do 
not mind starting from the beginning 
again on a loan, home equity loans can 
be a way to free up cash now, and also 
benefit from lower interest rates.

Not all lenders have the same rates 
and terms regarding home equity loans 

and the refinancing process. 

Request quotes from several lenders 
to find a deal that works for your situ-
ation. Also, keep in mind that closin g
costs may be required if  you are refi-
nancing, because essentially you are
closing on a home, again. You will need 
to factor these costs into your loan.

Title I Property Improvement 
Loan Program

According to the U.S. Department 
of  Housing and Urban Development
(HUD), if  the equity in your home is 
limited, the answer may be an FHA 
Title I loan. Banks and other quali-
fied lenders make these loans from
their own funds, and FHA insures the
lender against a possible loss. This
loan insurance program is authorized 
by Title I of  the National Housin g
Act. FHA-insured Title I loans may
be used for any improvements that 
will make your home basically more 
livable and useful. You can use them 
even for dishwashers, refrigerators, 
freezers, and ovens that are built into 
the house and not free-standing. You 
cannot use them for certain luxury-
type items such as swimming pools 

or outdoor fireplaces, or to pay for 
work already done. 

HOW TO FINANCE HOME IMPROVEMENTS
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Environmentally friendly, or “green,” 
products and practices can make your 
home healthier and more comfortable. 
But how do you incorporate green ma-
terials into your home? Here are some 
suggestions from Smart HomeOwner 
magazine, which focuses on innovative 
building practices that result in green, 
healthy, energy-efficient homes. To read 
free articles about green remodeling and 
to locate products, visit www.smarthom-
eownermag.com/green.

• Local building materials. One of  the 
simplest ways to go green is to look for 
building materials that are indigenous to 
your area. For instance, use stone that is 
quarried locally.

• Bamboo and natural cork flooring. 
These renewable, fast-growing woods are 
long-lasting and naturally termite-resis-
tant. They come in many different styles 
and colors.

• Natural fabrics and carpets. Fabrics 
with natural fibers and natural dyes, such 
as undyed cotton and natural hemp, won’t 
off-gas - in other words, they won’t release 
toxic gases that can affect indoor air quality.

• Non-toxic paints, stains, sealants and 
glues. Look for products that are low in vol-
atile organic compounds, or VOCs. Check a 
product’s label for VOC information.

• Energy-efficient lighting. The use of  
low-voltage lights and newly developed fluo-
rescent lights can help reduce energy use.

• Energy Star ap pliances. When replac-
ing washers, dryers, refrigerators and 
dishwashers, look for products with the 
Energy Star label, which use less energy 
and help reduce energy costs.

These are relatively simple improve-
ments, but there are more complex im-
provements you can make to your home 

that will yield im-
pressive results. For 
instance, you can 

heat your water using a solar energy sys-
tem, install energy-efficient windows, up-
grade your home’s insulation, and choose 
roofing, siding or decking products made 
from composite or recycled materials.

How to Use Green materials  at Home
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You’ve finally found the proper-
ty you want, negotiated a contract 
and struck a deal. It’s the most im-
portant purchases you will make 
in your lifetime, so be sure that the 
home you want to buy is in good 
condition. A home inspection is an 
evaluation of  a home’s condition by 
an experienced and state licensed 
inspector. A comprehensive home 
inspection should take about three 
hours or more.

During a home inspection, a qual-
ified inspector takes an in-depth and 
impartial look at the property you 
plan to buy. The inspector will:
• Evaluate the physical condition: 

the structure, construction and 
mechanical systems.

• The report should assess the 
quality of  the following parts 
of  the house: Grading, drain-
age, landscaping, fencing, paved 
areas, garage, exterior walls, 
doors, windows, porches, decks, 
roofing materials, chimneys, 
gutters, skylights, basements, 
crawl spaces, attics, construc-
tion, structural stability, water 

penetration, ventilation, insula-
tion, plumbing systems pipes, 
drainage, faucets, water heater, 
water pressure, appliances, elec-
trical system circuit breakers, 
wires, outlets, switches, heating 
and cooling systems, kitchen and 
bathrooms fixtures, appliances, 
plumbing and flooring.

The specialist you are looking for 
knows old homes and new homes in-
side and out.

Hire  an independent inspector 
who has no vested interest in the 
transaction and who is a member of  
a trade association, such as Texas 
Association of  Real Estate Inspec-
tors. One that is also certified as a 
building inspector can be a plus in 
evaluating complicated systems.

Check  the reputation and ex-
perience of  the firm you want to 
hire. Avoid part-time inspectors, ex-
tradesmen, wannabes, or anyone not 
engaged full time in the business of  
inspecting properties. 

In recent years problems such 
as excessive moisture, mold, poor 

indoor air quality and other issues 
have become more prevalent as the 
result of  newer, tighter building 
techniques and new construction 
materials. A new technology has en-
tered the home inspection market. 
Thermal imaging equipment offers 
a non-invasive, non-destructive way 
of  evaluating conditions of  homes 
– providing immediate high-reso-
lution thermal imagery issues, en-
ergy efficiency and even rodent or 
pest control.

US government energy labs esti-
mate that air leakage wastes up to 
40% of  every home’s heating and 
cooling dollar. Studies show that bil-
lions of  dollars are wasted on heat-
ing and cooling every month. But 
today, new homes are being built 
utilizing the Spray Foam Insulation. 
This is the latest moneysaving tech-
nology for new home construction. 

The nature of  (SPF) Spray 
Polyurethane Foam Insulation 
stops air leakage problems at 
the source . Any imperfections in 
the building envelope, holes, cracks, 
or gaps in the insulation materials 

will definitely contribute to poor
performance or worse, moisture ac-
cumulation, allergen, and pathogen
growth and very possibly to struc-
tural failure. Two inches of  Closed-
Cell SPF will do the most effective 
job of  stopping air infiltration, exfil-
tration, convection, and solar driven
moisture in the stud cavity. 

Building Code & Energy Ef-
ficiency educational training op-
portunities and builder continuin g
education is offered regularly for
homeowners, Realtors, homebuild-
ers and contractors. The nuts and
bolts of  home ownership are spoken
in plain English directly from one 
of  the most credentialed inspectors
in the state, Steven Rinehart .

He explains, in detail to the
purchaser of  the home the when,
where, why and how, by walkin g
through the construction process
from the design through moving in 
and beyond. All types of  required
inspections including the Energy
Star certification process. Testin g
equipment is demonstrated, includ-
ing infrared thermal cameras.  

WHY YOU NEED A HOME INSPECTION  & IMPROVED EFFICIENCY = SAVED MONEY
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going prices in neighbor-
hoods, and the intricacies 
of  the home-selling process. 
By putting a qualified agent 
on your team, in addition 
to doing your own research 
through the local newspa-
per’s real estate section, you 
could get more money for 
your house.

How Do You Know If  
You’ve Found the Right 

Real Estate Agent?

If  you’ve decided to enlist 
the services of  an agent but 
don’t have one yet, finding 
the right one takes a little 
work.

• Flexibility: As mentioned, 
involving an agent will 
mean you’ll have to pay a 

commission. A commis-
sion should always be flex-
ible. A fixed commission 
isn’t legal, so if  the agent 
says all homes sold net a 
five percent commission, 
then tell him or her you 
know otherwise, and look 
for another agent. In gen-
eral, the more expensive an 
area is to live the less the 
commission will be. More 
expensive neighborhoods 
should result in lower com-
missions, while less expen-
sive areas will more than 
likely lean toward a higher 
commission.

• Reputation: Lots of  peo-
ple like to move closer to 
friends and family. Ask 
friends and family if  they 
can recommend a real es-
tate agent. If  they can, this 
can be a quick way to find 

one, though it should be 
noted that you’ll benefit 
if  you make yourself  the 
center of  a competition be-
tween agents (you’re more 
likely to lower the commis-
sion if  you do). Obviously, 
avoid those who have nega-
tive reputations.

• Experience: How much 
experience an agent has 
is very important. Ide-
ally, you’d like one who 
is established in the area 
where you want to live. 
Such an agent will have 
an extensive knowledge of  
the neighborhoods, know-
ing the pricing history of  
homes bought and sold and 
likely what life is like in 
the neighborhood. Ask for 
a recent transaction his-
tory of  homes they’ve sold. 
In addition, check with the 

local government to see if  
any complaints have been 
filed in recent years.

• Trust your gut: Always 
be wary of  agents who are 
trying to make a home into
something it’s not. If  he or 
she is rambling on and on 
about renovating a home,
the home’s probably not a 
worthwhile investment. A 
real estate agent shouldn’t 
have to sell you on a home,
but rather help you find 
the right one.
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It was 1957.  The appli-
ance store where Tom-
my Joe Mills had worked 
for nine years had gone 
out of  business, and he 
was without a job.  That 
was when he conceived 
the idea and created 
Modern TV and Appli-
ance, which opened on 
Dec. 7, 1957.

Joining Tommy Joe 
in the store at 315 E. 
Avenue in downtown 
Killeen, where it has re-
mained since, was Billy 
L. Turner, his brother-
in-law, who was also 
employed at Fort Hood. 
A couple of  years later, 
Tommy Joe’s father, W.T. 
“Bill” Mills, who left his 
farm south of  Killeen 
during the Depression, 
joined Modern TV and 
was with the store until 
he retired in the mid-
1960s.

Starting in a loca-
tion with limited floor 
space, Modern TV and 
Appliance’s business 
boomed, and by 1962, a 
two-story structure was 
added in back of  the 

original store. In 
1968, the storefront 
next door at 317 
E. Avenue C was 
added. In 2006, the 
firm bought the 
long-vacant Bealls 
Department Store 
building, adjoin-
ing the Avenue 
C properties but 
facing Eighth 
Street.  This gave 
the store room for 
more expansive appli-
ance displays.

In 1983, Billy Jay Mills, 
who was a football coach 
at Baylor University, left 
the coaching profession 
to join his father and un-
cle at Modern TV. After 
Turner retired and left 
the business in 1993, the 
Mills father-son combi-
nation continued to op-
erate the business until 
Tommy Joe’s death on 
May 24, 2008.  Billy Jay 
continues operating the 
store.

During his years as 
an active businessman, 
Tommy Joe also was 
very active in civic af-

f a i r s 
and especially in mili-
tary affairs even though 
he had never served in 
the military. He made 
numerous trips to Wash-
ington, D.C., working

 to bring needed proj-
ects and federal dollars 
to Central Texas.

In 1986, he was ap-
pointed as a Civilian 
Aide to the Secretary of  
the Army for North Tex-
as, later becoming Civil-
ian Aide at large. He was 
a Civilian Aide emeritus 
at the time of  his death. 
Tommy Joe also was ac-
tive in the Central Texas 
– Fort Hood Chapter of  
the Association of  the 

Unit-
ed States Army, serv-
ing as president in 
1973, 1974 and 1981.

Fort Hood officials 
were so appreciative of  
his work in behalf  of  
the Army that they re-
named the main road
into Fort Hood – Hood 
Road – T. J. Mills Boule-
vard.

Billy Jay follows in his 
father’s role of  support-
ing the Army and Fort 
Hood, having served as 
the chairman of  the Mil-
itary Affairs Committee 
of  the Greater Killeen
Chamber of  Commerce 
since 1996.

IT WAS 1957. . .
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