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By Rebecca LaFlure
Killeen Daily Herald

The Killeen Independent School 
District has undergone a series of  
changes over the past year, from an 
unforeseen enrollment decline to 
the hiring of  a new district leader.  

Dr. Robert Muller was named 
superintendent of  KISD in March, 
after a five-month stint as interim 
superintendent. He replaced Dr. Jim 
Hawkins, who served almost four 
years.

As Muller braces for the start 
of  a new school year on Aug. 24, he 
said his biggest challenge is the dis-
trict’s predicted enrollment decline 
of  about 1,240 students. Exactly how 
the decrease will affect individual 
campuses is undetermined.  

“We’re projecting a reduction in 
students. Because we are so big, we 
hope the impact is kind of  spread 
evenly across all campuses,” Muller 
said Monday. “We need to first get 
back into school and let things 
settle down a little bit, and we’ll 
move personnel as needed.” 

Last August, administrators 
prepared for — what was expected 
to be — a rapidly growing student 
body. KISD projected a peak enroll-
ment of  39,453 students, about 2 
percent higher than the year before. 
Instead, enrollment numbers were 
nearly 700 students below estimates. 
For the  09-10 school year, admin-
istrative officials estimate a peak 
enrollment of  37,511 students, a 3.22 
percent decrease compared with 
last year.  

The  district’s shrinking student 

body — associated with Fort Hood 
troop movements — has affected 
many aspects of  the district. Plans 
for a fifth Killeen high school have 
stalled. District officials will re-ex-
amine construction of  a new high 
school in about seven years. In 
March, the KISD board of  trustees 
approved a reduction of  142 teacher 
allocations for the upcoming school 
year. The change will slightly in-
crease class sizes from a 24:1 stu-
dent-teacher ratio to 25:1 this fall. 

KISD operates 31 elementary 
schools, 11 middle schools, four high 
schools, two alternative schools, one 
career and technology center and 
several specialized campuses. As of  
last year, the district employs about 
2,855 teachers.

Muller isn’t the only newly-ap-
pointed district leader. Dr. Bobby 
Ott  was hired as deputy superin-
tendent of  KISD in late April. Ott 
formerly served as deputy superin-
tendent of  Copperas Cove ISD. 

Though the student body is ex-
pected to shrink, the district contin-
ues to expand its facilities. Two new 
schools will open this fall, Richard 
E. Cavazos Elementary School, 
located on East 10th Street in Nolan-
ville, and Charles Patterson Middle 
School on West Trimmier Road. 

KISD students will not return 
to Fairway Middle School this fall. 
The school shut down after 54 years 
in July. Instead, the former middle 
school campus will serve as the 
north campus for Texas A&M Uni-
versity-Central Texas. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Continued on page 4

KISD gets new leader, two 
schools set to open this fall

Herald/File Photo

(From left) First graders Yadelmar Rubio, 6, Justice Akable, 5, Megan Miller, 6, Luis Diaz, 6, 
Cade Brown, 6, Adrian Martin, 6, and Jiavanni Larry, 6, wait with books in the hallway in the 
morning at Saegert Elementary School before their � rst day of school starts last year.
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By Rebecca LaFlure
Killeen Daily Herald

From now until Aug. 6, parents can 
register children new to the Killeen In-
dependent School District at the summer 
enrollment center.

The enrollment center, located in the 
Manor Middle School building at 1700 WS 
Young Drive in Killeen, is open Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Parents may enroll new students, up-
date addresses and health records for pre-
registered students, begin the Talented 
and Gifted screening process, initiate the 
English as a second language/bilingual 
screening process, decide temporary 
placement for special education students 
and determine pre-Advanced Placement.

Students must be enrolled by a parent 
or legal guardian with an ID. Additional 
documentation is required for other cus-
todial arrangements.
• Required documents for registration are:
• Proof  of  residency within KISD, such as 

a current utility bill or lease contract
• Official birth certificate
• Immunization records
• Student’s social security card
• Report card from previous school
• Military ID, DEERS form or other reli-

able documentation to show student is 
a dependent of  a current/prior military 
member (only required if  qualifying for 
Pre-K under the military option)

• Proof  of  Income (from prior month) for 
PK Enrollment based on income

Parents who want to enroll a child into 
the full-day pre-kindergarten program 
must make sure the child meets the en-
rollment criteria:
• Students must be 4 years old on or before 

Sept. 1, 2009
• And the child must meet at least one of  

the following conditions:
• Speaks another language besides Eng-

lish at home and has qualified on Oral 
Language Proficiency Tests

• Is eligible for the income level based free 
and reduced lunch program

• Is a dependent of  an active duty military 
member, including activated National 
Guard or Reserves, a service member 
injured or killed during active duty or a 
service member classified as Missing In 
Action (MIA).

• Is homeless
• Has been in the conservatorship, or fos-

ter care, of  the Department of  Family 
and Protective Services (DFPS) follow-
ing an adversary hearing.
All pre-k students must complete a free-

reduced lunch application, regardless of  
qualifying reason. For more information 
about the free-reduced lunch program 
visit: www.fns.usda.gov http://www.fns.
usda.gov> .

Required documents for registration 
are proof  of  residency within KISD (cur-
rent utility bill or lease contract), official 
birth certificate, current immunization 
records, and student’s social security card

Kindergarten Eligibility:
A child entering kindergarten must 

be 5 years old on or before Sept. 1, 2009. 
Students can be older than 5, but not 
younger. Being enrolled in kindergarten 
in another district, state or country has 

no influence on eligibility in Texas.
First Grade Eligibility:
A child entering first grade must be 6 

years old on or before Sept. 1, 2009.

Killeen ISD Enrollment Center
open for business

Continued from page 3
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Plans to build a 32nd elementary 
school on Bunny Trail in southwest 
Killeen are also in the works. The 
KISD board approved the schematic 
design of  a new  121,000-square-foot 
school in June. Set to open in fall 2011, 
the new  school will be two levels and 
house about 1,000 students. Adminis-
trative  officials continue to prepare 
for an upcoming KISD career acad-
emy, scheduled to open in fall 2012. 
Located on Trimmier and Stagecoach 
roads, Muller said it would be a place 
for students to choose a pathway of  
study, similar to a college career plan. 

Muller’s goals for the upcoming 
school year are to improve student 
achievement, support the classroom 
teacher, be responsive to the public, 
build future KISD leaders, and ensure 
financial accountability. He hopes to 
encourage a college-going culture and 
maintain a strong focus on math and 
science, he said.  

Members of  the KISD board of  
trustees members remain the same 
as last school year. They are: Joe 
Maines, Arthur Trujillo, Mike Helm, 
Ron Rainosek, Butch Menking, Terry 
Delano and Shelley Wells. 

KISD’s history reaches back to 
1902 when it served a small rural 
farming community with a single 
schoolhouse. With the development 
of  Fort Hood, KISD has cultivated a 
strong relationship with the military. 
Today, KISD stretches across 400 
square miles that includes Killeen, 
Fort Hood, Harker Heights and Nolan-
ville — a population cen ter of  more 
than 150,000. 

Herald/Steven Doll
Kristina Dunagan, of Killeen, gives a hug to her son, 
Lance, 4, before leaving him for his � rst day of Pre-K 
at Venable Village Elementary School last year.

Website: www.killeenisd.org 
Phone number: 254-336-0000 
Start date: Monday, August 24
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By Rebecca Hertz
Killeen Daily Herald

As summer winds down and the 
new school year approaches, Cop-
peras Cove students will be wel-
comed by a new team of  directors 
and principals. Most of  the new 
administrators were promoted from 
within and are not new to CCISD.

“We are truly growing our own and 
that is so important,” said Dr. Rose 
Cameron, district superintendent.

Jon Brown, former principal of  
Halstead Elementary School, has 
been promoted to director of  stu-
dent programs. Cindy Hutcherson, 
former assistant federal programs 
director, will take the role of  director 
of  assessment and accountability. 
Rick Kirkpatrick, former principal 
of  S.C. Lee Junior High School, will 
take the helm as Copperas Cove High 
School principal. Kayleen Love will 
move from her former position as 
principal of  Copperas Cove Junior 
High School to principal of  S.C. Lee 
Junior High School. Jack Brown, 
former assistant principal of  Cle-

ments/Parsons Elementary School, 
has been promoted to principal of  
Martin Walker Elementary School. 
Mary Derrick will move from as-
sistant principal to principal of  
Hattie Halstead Elementary School. 
The deputy superintendent position 
remains unfilled.

Although there has been no 
major construction within the 
district, there have been numer-
ous renovation projects including 
exterior door replacements, floor 
replacement, renovation of  CTE 
classrooms, parking lot resurfac-
ing, stadium turf  replacement and 
various technology improvements. 
Slip-resistant flooring was also 
installed in the high school football 
dressing areas.

Security feature improvements 
added over the summer include 
additional outdoor security light-
ing, security cameras and security 
fencing.

The district projects a slight in-
crease in enrollment and has added 
two sections of  pre-kindergarten 
and three elementary sections.

State changes in the English Lan-

guage Arts (ELA) 
Texas Essential 
Knowledge Skills 
(TEKS) will require 
extensive training in 
the new TEKS and 
ELA for teachers.

Instructional 
focus will include 
more research-
based strategies, 
increased student 
engagement and 
strengthened as-
sessment of  stu-
dent, teacher and 
system weaknesses. Continued 
emphasis will be placed on the Re-
sponse to Intervention instructional 
model ensuring student success and 
creating an inclusive environment 
for all students.

A new student handbook has been 
prepared for the 2009-10 school year. 
An updated attendance policy will 
reduce allowed absences and tardies 
from eight to five. There will be 176 
days of  class, instead of  180 days 
because of  four scheduled staff  de-
velopment days. Texas law requires 

students to attend 90 percent of  the 
time that the class is offered.

Most other policies remain un-
changed, including the district 
dress code. According to Cameron, 
the dress code will be strictly en-
forced this year. School lunch prices 
will remain the same.

CCISD is a Texas Education Agen-
cy Recognized District. Projected 
enrollment is estimated at approxi-
mately 8,200, but the district will 
not have final enrollment numbers 
until completion of  registration.

The first day of  school is Aug. 24.

CCISD starts 2009-10 with administrative changes

Herald/David Morris
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REGISTRATION

Fairview/Miss Jewell Elementary
Aug. 6, 8 a.m.- 3:30 p.m.

Hettie Halstead Elementary
Aug. 6, 8 a.m.- 4 p.m.

C.R. Clements/Hollie Parsons Elementary
Aug. 6, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Mae Stevens Elementary
Aug. 6, 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m.

Martin Walker Elementary
Aug. 5, 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m.

J.L. Williams/Lovett Ledger Elementary
Aug. 11, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Aug. 12, 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Copperas Cove Junior High School
Aug. 6, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

S. C. Lee Junior High School
Aug. 10, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Copperas Cove High School
Aug. 12, Seniors, 8 a.m.- noon

Juniors 12:30-4 p.m.
Aug. 13, Sophomores, 8 a.m.-noon

Open Registration, 12:30-4 p.m.
Aug. 14, Open Registration, noon-6 p.m.

New Freshman Orientation, Aug. 11, 8 a.m. - noon

MEET THE TEACHER SCHEDULE

Fairview/Miss Jewell Elementary
Aug. 20, 5:30-7 p.m.

Hettie Halstead Elementary
Aug. 20, 5-7 p.m.

C.R. Clements/Hollie Parsons Elementary
Aug. 20, 5:30- 7 p.m.

Mae Stevens Elementary
Aug. 20, 5:30 -7 p.m.

Martin Walker Elementary
Aug. 18, 6 p.m.-7:30 p.m.

J.L. Williams/Lovett Ledger Elementary
Aug. 20, 5:30 p.m.-7 p.m.

2009-10 CCISD Campus Registration
and Meet the Teacher Information

Herald/David Morris

Waiting to get his sched-
ule, Anthony Hawkins, a 
sophomore at Copperas  
Cove High School has his 
his mother•s proof of resi-
dency checked during the 
late registration process, 
last year.
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By Rebecca LaFlure
Killeen Daily Herald

With summer coming to a close, 
students should note their district’s 
dress code policy for the do’s and 
don’t’s of  appropriate school wear.

The dress code policies for the 
Killeen Independent School District 
remain unchanged from last school 
year.

Shirts may not extend beyond the 
students’ wrists and tank tops are 
limited to elementary students pre-
kindergarten through second grade. 
Pants or shorts should not be more 
than one size too large and must be 
worn at the waist with no sagging.

According the KISD dress code:
• Pants, slacks and jeans should have 

no holes, and cannot be cut-offs
• Dress/skirt and shorts length may 

be no shorter than four inches 
above the knee

• Underwear or nightwear may not 
be visible

• Tight and/or revealing clothing is 
prohibited

• Head coverings, bandanas, hoods 

and sweatbands may not be worn 
inside the school building

• Students must wear appropriate 
footwear for school

• Hair must be neat, clean and well 
groomed

• Photo ID cards should be worn 

at all times
All dress code issues will be sub-

ject to the campus administrator’s 
judgment. Students considered in 
violation of  the dress code should be 
advised by the campus administrator 
and given an opportunity to comply.

The opportunity to comply may 
take a variety of  forms. In most 
cases, students will be allowed 
to call their parents for a change 
of  clothes. Those who still fail to 
comply or repeatedly violate the 
code will be subject to disciplinary 
action.

In KISD, 12 campuses have a 
standardized dress code. Parents 
and students may check with those 
individual schools for any changes 
to their dress code.

They are as follows:

Elementary Schools:
Brookhaven
Clear Creek
Hay Branch
Iduma
Montague Village
Peebles
Sugar Loaf
Willow Springs

Middle Schools:
Manor
Nolan
Palo Alto
Rancier

Know that KISD dress code before you shop

Herald/Steven Doll
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By Matt Goodman
Killeen Daily Herald

From school supplies to clothing, 
parents on a budget might want to wait 
until Aug. 21 to start shopping for their 
children’s back-to-school needs.

Beginning that Friday and lasting 
until midnight Sunday the 23rd, most 
school-related products under $100 will be 
exempt from sales tax, meaning shoppers 
will save about $8 on each $100 spent on 
eligible items. 

In previous tax-free weekends, cloth-
ing was the primary merchandise to fall 
under the exempt status. But new to 2009, 
the 11th such holiday, the state comptrol-
ler will allow exemption status for about 
27 new items of  school supplies, as well. 

“Those items cover a wide range,” said 
Allen Spelce, spokesman for the state 
comptroller’s office. “Binders, compasses, 
erasers, legal pads, lunch boxes, protrac-
tors, scissors … items that kids might use.” 

House Bill 1801 passed this legisla-
tive session, which gave school supplies 
exempt status, as well. 

“Every year there’s talks of  expanding 
the holiday or adding other items,” Spelce 
said. “I think it just goes year-to-year on 

what the Legislature will look at.”
Though the holiday is designed to give 

families a break on their students’ back-
to-school necessities, adult clothing under 
$100 will be exempt that weekend, as well. 

Managers at area stores such as Kohl’s 
and K-Mart said the stores are holding 
meetings in the coming weeks to discuss 
specials for the weekend, as well as the 
best way to handle the increase in cus-
tomers. 

“It’s a good opportunity to save a little 
more money,” said Patricia Rodriguez, 
Human Resources Manager at Kohl’s in 
Killeen.

A full list of  eligible items, according to 
the state comptroller’s Web site:
Binders
Book bags
Calculators
Cellophane tape
Blackboard chalk
Compasses
Composition books
Crayons
Erasers
Folders; expandable, pocket, plastic, and 

manila
Glue, paste and paste sticks
Highlighters
Index cards
Index card boxes
Legal pads

Lunch boxes
Markers
Notebooks
Paper; loose leaf ruled notebook paper, copy 

paper, graph paper, tracing paper, manila 
paper, colored paper, poster board, and 
construction paper

Pencil boxes and other school supply boxes
Pencil sharpeners
Pencils
Pens
Protractors
Rulers
Scissors
Writing tablets
Baby clothes
Backpacks for use by elementary and second-

ary students
Belts with attached buckles
Boots „ cowboy, hiking
Caps/hats „ baseball, � shing, golf, knitted
Coats and wraps
Diapers „ adult and baby
Dresses
Gloves (generally)
Gym suits and uniforms
Hooded shirts and hooded sweatshirts
Hosiery
Jackets
Jeans
Jerseys „ baseball and football
Jogging apparel
Neckwear and ties
Pajamas
Pants and trousers
Raincoats and ponchos
Robes

Shirts
Shoes „ sandals, slippers, sneakers, tennis, 

walking
Socks (including athletic)
Shorts
Suits, slacks, and jackets
Sweatshirts
Sweat suits
Sweaters
Swimsuits
Underclothes
Work clothes and uniforms
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Contact Matt Goodman at mgood-
man@kdhnews.com or 254-501-7550.

Sales: Tax-free weekend coming August 21-23

Herald/File Photo



SUNDAY, JULY 26, 2009  BACK TO SCHOOL  11 

From Sta�  Reports

When students in the Copperas Cove 
School District begin school Aug. 24, they 
will find the district’s dress code un-
changed.

Students are expected to dressed and 
groomed in a manner appropriate for a 
public school educational environment.

Any fashion, fad or style of  dress or ap-
pearance that proves to be disruptive to the 
learning environment will not be allowed.

Examples might include, but are limited 
to, Mohawk-style haircuts, non-natural hair 
coloring (temporary or permanent), visible 
tattoos or body markings, body piercings 
(excluding ears), unnecessary accessories, 
etc.

What is not permitted at the elemen-
tary school level:
Hats or any head coverings
Bare feet
See-through clothing
Tube tops, halter tops, and spaghetti straps
Bicycle pants
Unhemmed clothing
Low-cut tops and blouses
Gang-related dress or symbols (bandana, 

right/left side)
Shoes with wheels
Sleeveless shirts must fit snuggly under the 

arms and jerseys may only be worn with 
a T-shirt underneath.

Pants and shorts must fit around the waist. 
Sagging is not permitted.

Clothing may not contain unacceptable 
language, messages or symbols.

Abbreviated clothing will not clothing will 
not be allowed. All shirts must completely 
cover the midriff  when arms are fully ex-
tended above the head and when seated.

Undergarments may not be visible at any 
time.

Students must have footwear for physical 
activity.
The final decision on questionable cloth-

ing and grooming will be determined by 
the campus administration.

For Copperas Cove ISD secondary dress 
code, students are expected to be dressed 
and groomed in a manner appropriate for a 
public school educational environment.

Clothing and grooming shall not interfere 
with the educational or school operations 

Clothing items and tattoos with lewd, 
vulgar, offensive or obscene items are 
prohibited.

Clothing items that advertise or depict 
tobacco products, alcoholic beverages, 
drugs, or any other inappropriate items are 
prohibited.

MALES
Shirts, including over shirts, must be 

tucked into pants/shorts at all times and 
must be of  sufficient length to remain 
tucked in. Shirts should fit snuggly around 

the underarm or a T-shirt should be worn 
under it.

Pants and short that have loops are re-
quired to be belted at the waist. Shorts must 
reach mid-thigh. Sagged is not permitted. 
Excessing blousing of  the shirt is prohib-
ited. Belts must remain visible at all times.

FEMALES
Shirts must cover the front and back 

midriff  at all times to include when the 
student is sitting down. Shirts may not be 
excessively low cut or tight and must fit 
appropriately under the arms. Tank tops, 
tube tops or spaghetti straps are prohibited 
as long as four inches in width across the 
top of  the shoulder.

Minimum skirt length is three inches 
above the knee. Slits in shirts may be not 
be higher than mid-thigh. Minimum short 
length is mid-thigh. The shirt must meet 
dress code even if  leggings are worn under 
the skirt.

ALL STUDENTS 
House shoes, bare feet or stocking feet 

are prohibited. Shoes must be worn at all 
times.

Hats and head wear will not be worn 
inside the building. These items must be 
stored in the student’s locker during the 
school day.

Prohibited clothing and items are:
Clothing with messages that directly or 

indirectly support negative action or 
behaviors

Clothing that is excessively torn or frayed
See-through clothing. Undergarments are 

not to be visible at any time. 
Sleepwear or clothing with the appearance 

of  sleepwear.
Spandex clothing such as bicycle shorts, 

body suits or sports bras as outer wear
Belts or straps of  excessive length so as not 

be threaded through a belt loop
Unnaturally dyed hair, Mohawks, or any 

hair style that is disruptive.
Sunglasses unless doctor prescribed, inside 

the building
Bandanas, do rags, towels, extra clothes, 

headbands and sweatbands
Body piercing other than ears
All trench coats, oversized coats and over-

sized hoodies worn during class time

Heavy-duty chains and or chains longer 
than three inches

Hair length and facial hair are left to the 
students and parents’ discretion, with 
accepting the responsibility of  keeping 
all hair groomed.
District policy prohibits any apparel, 

jewelry, accessory, notebook or manner of  
grooming that denotes membership to a 
gang or group that advocates drug use or 
exhibits behaviors that interfere with the 
normal and orderly operation of  the school.

Exception to these regulations include 
students who wear school approved uni-
forms on designated days and those who 
participate as school group or organiza-
tions. Certain elective course or extracur-
ricular actives may require more stringent 
dress or appearance standards than for the 
general body.

If  campus administration determines 
a violation of  the dress code, the student 
will be given the opportunity to correct the 
problem at school as well as give the appro-
priate disciplinary consequences. 

If  the violation is not corrected, the stu-
dent shall be assigned to in-school suspen-
sion for the remainder of  the day or until 
which time the violation is corrected. 

Repeated offense will lead to more serious 
disciplinary consequences. If  it is neces-
sary for the student to miss class or leave 
campus in order to comply with policy, 
any period(s) missed will be considered 
inexcusable.

For more information on Copperas Cove 
ISD and the dress code, visit http://www.
ccisd.com, under parent information, Stu-
dent Handbook and Code of  Conduct.

Cove ISD’s dress code same as last year

Herald/David Morris
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KILLEEN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 2009-2010 DISTRICT MAP
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By Jade Ortego
Killeen Daily Herald

Remember that prepping your 
children to return to school in-
cludes getting their immunizations. 

These facilities are offering free 
or low cost immunizations. Try to 
bring a state-issued identification 
card and the child’s shot record. 

Killeen Health Dept.
309 North 2nd St.
Killeen, TX 76541
Immunizations offered Tuesdays 
from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. to 3 
p.m.
On June 24, July 15 and August 19, 
injections are offered 4:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Prices are $10 for one injection or $15 
for two. 
For more information call (254) 939-2091.

Haynes Elementary School
4100 Zephyr Rd
Killeen, TX 76543
Immunizations offered 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. July 30. 

The Copperas Cove Fire Department
415 S. Main St., Copperas Cove
Free immunizations will be offered 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m August 1 and 8 to 11 a.m. 
the first Saturday of  each month.

The Texas Department of  State 
Health Services

312 S. Main St., Copperas Cove
Immunizations offered on Tuesdays. 
Call for an appointment. Fees are 
income-based.
For more information call (254) 
547-8383.
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Contact Jade Ortego at jortego@
kdhnews.com or 254-501-7553.

Immunizations a must before starting school
Immunization Requirements

2009-2010

EE/Pre-K (2-4 year olds)
DPT-4 doses
Polio-3 doses
Measles/Mumps/Rubella (MMR)-1 dose on or 

after the 1st birthday1,7
HIB-1 dose on or after 15 months or 3 doses 

before 12 months of age with a booster dose 
on or after 12 months of age. 1   (Booster 
dose only is currently waived due to vaccine 
shortage.)

Hepatitis B-3 doses7
Varicella-1 dose on or after 1st birthday or his-

tory of chicken pox 1,3,7
Hepatitis A-2 doses at least 6 months apart with 

1st dose received on or after 1st birthday.  
Cannot be excluded until 18 months has 

elapsed after 1st dose7 
Pneumococcal-1 dose on or after 24 months or 

completed series with 1 dose on or after 12 
months of age. 1
HIB and Pneumococcal are not required after 

the child turns 5 years old.

Kindergarten
DPT-5 doses of any combination of tetanus, 

diphtheria & pertussis containing vaccine 
one of which must be received on or after 4th 
birthday.   If 4th dose was administered on or 
after 4th birthday, only 4 doses are required. 1

Polio-4 doses, one of which must be received on or 
after 4th birthday.  If 3rd dose was administered on 
or after 4th birthday, only 3 doses are required.1, 5  

Measles/Mumps/Rubella (MMR)-2 doses both 
on or after the 1st birthday1,7

Hepatitis B-3 doses7
Varicella-2 doses both on or after 1st birthday or 

history of chicken pox 1,3,7
Hepatitis A-2 doses with 1st dose received 

on or after 1st birthday.  Student cannot be 
excluded until 18 months has elapsed after 
1st dose. 1, 7

Grades 1-6 
DPT-5 doses of any combination of tetanus, 

diphtheria & pertussis vaccine with one  dose 
received on or after 4th birthday. If 4th dose 
was administered on or after 4th birthday, 

only 4 doses are required. 
Students 7 years or older: 1,4 ,3 doses of any 

combination of tetanus & diphtheria contain-
ing vaccine with one dose received on or after 
4th birthday. 

Polio-4 doses, one of which must be received on 
or after 4th birthday.  If 3rd dose was adminis-
tered on or after 4th birthday, only 3 doses are 
required.1,4,5

Measles/Mumps/Rubella (MMR)- 2 doses of a 
measles-containing vaccine with the � rst dose 
on or  after the 1st birthday AND 1 dose of 
rubella & mumps containing vaccine received 
on or after 1st birthday. 1,4,7

Hepatitis B-3 doses are required.6,7
Varicella-1 dose on or after 1st birthday or his-

tory of chicken pox. (Two doses required if 1st 
dose given at 13 years of age or older.) 1,3,7

Grade 7
DPT/TD/Tdap-3 doses of any combination of 

tetanus & diphtheria containing vaccine one 
of which is received on or after 4th birthday & 
1 dose of Tdap required if at least 5 years has 
elapsed since last dose of tetanus-containing 
vaccine.  If not, it will become due when the 5 
years interval has passed.

Polio-4 doses, one of which must be received 
on or after 4th birthday.  If 3rd dose was admin-
istered on or after 4th birthday, only 3 doses are 
required 1, 2,4,5

Measles/Mumps/Rubella (MMR)- 2 doses of a 
measles-containing vaccine with the � rstdose 
on or after the 1st birthday AND 1 dose of 
rubella & mumps containing vaccine received 
on or after 1st birthday. 1,4,7

Hepatitis B-3 doses are required.6,7
Varicella-2 doses both on or after 1st birthday 

or history of chicken pox. 1,3,7
Meningococcal-1 dose

Grades 8-12 
DPT/TD/Tdap-3 doses of any combination of 

tetanus & diphtheria containing vaccine one 
of which is received on or after 4th birthday §1 
dose of Tdap required ten years after last dose of 
tetanus & diphtheria containing vaccine.  Td can 
be given if Tdap is medically contraindicated.

Polio-4 doses, one of which must be received 
on or after 4th birthday.  If 3rd dose was admin-
istered on or after 4th birthday, only 3 doses are 

required 1, 2,4,5
Measles/Mumps/Rubella (MMR)- 2 doses of a 

measles-containing vaccine with the � rst dose 
on or after the 1st birthday; 1 dose of mumps 
and rubella-containing vaccine received on or 
after 1st birthday. 1,7, 8

Hepatitis B-3 doses are required.6,7
Varicella-1 dose on or after 1st birthday or his-

tory of chicken pox. (Two doses required  if 1st 
dose given at 13 years of age or older.) 1,3,7

1 Receipt of the dose up to (and including) 4 
days before the birthday will satisfy the school 
entry immunization requirement.

2 Polio vaccine is not required for persons 18 
years of age or older.

3 Previous illness may be documented 
with a written statement from a physician, 
school nurse, or the child•s parent or guardian 
containing wording such as:  •This is to verify 
that (name of student ) had varicella disease 
(chicken pox ) on or about (date) and does not 
need varicella vaccine.  

4  Booster can be received the month prior to 
the 4th birthday if the student was enrolled in 
school, grades K-12, prior to 8/1/04. (Includes 
students in grades 6-12 for 2009-10 school year)

5 Four doses of any combination of OPV & IPV 
by age 4-6 years is considered a complete series, 
regardless of age at the time of the 3rd dose.  

6 Two doses of adult hepatitis B vaccine (Re-
combivax ®) are acceptable.  Dosage and type of 
vaccine must be clearly documented. (Two 10 
mcg/1.0 ml of Recombivax ®)

7 Serologic con� rmation of immunity to 
measles, mumps, rubella, hepatitis B, hepatitis 
A, or varicella or serologic evidence of infection 
is acceptable in lieu of vaccine.  

8 MMR-Measles vaccine received prior to 
8/1/90 will meet the requirement if it was given 
during the calendar month of the 1st birthday.

Questions?
Contact your physician.

Call KISD Health Services at 501-1684.

Visit the Department of State Health
Services website at www.ImmunizeTexas.

com  or http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/immu-
nize/default.shtm .

Call the Department of State Health
Services at 1-800-252-9152.
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By Rebecca LaFlure
Killeen Daily Herald

The meal prices for the 2009-10 school year remain the same as last 
year in the Killeen Indepenedent School District. They are as follows:

Breakfast: Full Price — $1.25

Reduced — $0.30

Lunch (Elementary): Full Price — $1.80

Reduced — $0.40

Lunch (Middle & High School): Full Price — $2

Reduced — $0.40

Teachers: $2 for breakfast and $3 for lunch

To qualify for free or reduced meals, parents must fill out an appli-
cation and meet specific criteria. Forms will be available at the child’s 
campus or may be downloaded online at www.killeenisd.org.

There are some changes in the Texas School Nutrition Policy for the 
2009-10 school year. These changes are:

1. No frying
2. No candy anywhere on any campus until after the last bell rings.
3. No Foods with Minimal Nutritional Value. For a list, please go to 

www.squaremeals.org.
Parents may make payments, add funds or view student accounts at 

www.paypams.com.

Lunch prices remain
unchanged for KISD
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By Justin Cox
Killeen Daily Herald

The Killeen Independent School District 
currently drug tests not just athletes, but 
any students participating in extracurricu-
lar activities in seventh through 12th grade 
for marijuana, PCP, amphetamines, cocaine 
and opiates. 

The tests are administered at the begin-
ning of  the school year, followed by four 
random tests.

The program consists of  only random 
testing, which costs the district less than 
the old program, which only tested athletes, 
and had several mandatory requirements 
included.

School officials stress that the drug 
testing is not a means to catch the students 
in drug use. District officials intend it to be 
a deterrent of  drug use and an excuse for 
students to use to combat peer pressure on 
the topic.

Officials say that a breakdown of  
what activities the drug-positive students 
participated in indicates that drugs are not 
something just athletes take part in.

The Texas Legislature has its eye on ath-
letes and both the House and Senate have 
passed their own bills to enforce testing for 
steroids. For now, though, the testing policy 
remains the same as it has been for a couple 
years.

The first implementation of  the drug-
testing policy brought forth some “disturb-
ing” revelations, as one school official 
described.

In the first year of  testing, although 
just 32 out of  4,880 students tested posi-
tive for drugs, three of  them were middle 
school kids, two of  whom tested positive for 
cocaine and marijuana.

Process: 
Drug testing will be conducted by a 

KISD selected drug-testing vendor who tests 
urine samples in a federally certified Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMSHA) laboratory. 

All students subject to drug testing will 
be asked to provide Killeen Independent 
School District with written consent, signed 
by both the student and the parent, unless 
the student is 18 years old. 

Students who are 18 years old will be 
asked to sign a consent form, but a parent’s 
signature is not required. All high school 
and middle school students who participate 
in the listed extracurricular activities will 
be subjected to random urine drug testing 
at multiple, unannounced times each school 
year. 

Students wishing to participate in the 
listed activities must provide a consent 
form. Students who do not provide a con-
sent form will not be allowed to participate 
in the listed activities. A new consent form 

must be submitted for each new school year.
Procedures: 
The following are the specific admin-

istrative procedures that will be used to 
implement, administer, and manage student 
random drug testing in Killeen ISD.

Students who participate in one or 
more of  the extracurricular activities listed 
below, or are in interscholastic athletics, are 
included in the pool from which random 
selection will be made.

High school students in Academic 
Decathlon, Academic UIL, All Skills USA 
Classes, Band classes(marching, concert, 
and any other band-related groups), Busi-
ness Professionals of  America, Cheerlead-
ing, Choir classes (all elements) Color Guard 
(flag corps), DECA Association of  Market-
ing, Drill Team, Family, Career, and Com-
munity Leaders of  America, FFA, Health 
Occupations of  America, JROTC (those en-
rolled in the class), National Honor Society, 
One Act Play, Robotics, Student Council, and 
Technology Student Association.

Middle school students in Academic 
UIL, Band class (marching, concert, and any 
other band related groups), Cheerleading, 
Choir class (all elements), and Pep Squad.

A student’s name will be added to the 
pool of  those eligible for drug testing when 
the student begins participation in a class, 
begins participation in a sport, or becomes 
part of  one of  the clubs/associations listed 

in “A” above. 
Once in the pool, the student will remain 

there until such time that the student is no 
longer enrolled in the class, sport, or is no 
longer a member of  the club or association.

If  the student begins participation in a 
sport, or becomes part of  one of  the clubs/
associations listed in “A” above at some 
time in the school year after parent consent 
forms were turned in at the beginning of  
the school year, the student and parents 
must complete a consent form. 

The guiding rule is, no student may be-
gin participation or practice in a sport or ac-
tivity/class listed above at any time before 
or during a school year if  a parent consent 
form has not been completed and turned 
in to the campus drug testing coordinator, 
activity sponsor, or trainer.

To ensure that parents/guardians and 
students have maximum time to complete 
a consent form for the next school year and 
also to ensure that students whose activity 
or sport begins practices prior to the start 
of  the next school year, campuses should 
provide consent forms to students before 
the end of  the current school year. This 
may be done through the activity sponsor 
or as part of  registration packets or other 
information packets sent to parents.
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Contact Justin Cox at jcox@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7568.
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KISD Drug testing not just for athletes anymore
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By Ide Lehner
Killeen Daily Herald

Vision is sometimes taken for granted. 
A child’s eyes are healthy but the Ameri-
can Optics Association recommends that 
children should get an eye exam when 
they are 3 years old.

“If  they pass their eye test at age 
3, their next eye exam should be when 
they are 5 years old, just to make sure 
that their eyes are healthy and that the 
muscles are working as they should,” said 

Dr. Austin Ruiz, optometrist and owner of  
the Killeen Eye Care Center.

It is required by law that children get 
an eye exam before school starts. The 
schools offer eye-screening exams that 
don’t detect eye problems. “It gives par-
ents false alarms about students’ vision; 
the students who pass this test are only 
the far- sighted,” Ruiz said.

If  the child is diagnosed with a vision 
problem, he or she must visit the optom-
etrist yearly for a prescription renewal, 
Ruiz said. The percentage of  students 
who will need glasses is 30 percent for 

children and increases as kids get older, 
he said.

Sitting to close to a TV or computer 
does affect your vision, he said. “You 
want to be at least two feet away from the 
TV or a computer monitor because the 
monitors give off  ultraviolet and infrared 
light that harms eyesight.” Ruiz said. 
People forget to blink when they are re-
searching information; they need to blink 
more often especially if  they are wearing 
contacts, he said.

If  the child squints, has headaches 
or sits to close to the TV, he or she might 
have a vision problem. “Children are 
never going to tell you when they can’t 
see,” Ruiz said.

Most children who have a vision prob-
lem will not learn well at school. “They 
will copy things wrong, read slower, and 
be afraid to answer a question because 
they don’t know what is going on. They 

level of  learning will decrease,” Ruiz 
said.

The clinic offers a variety of  eyewear 
choices from glasses to contacts. At the 
clinic, the most popular trends of  glasses 
that kids choose change constantly. “They 
change all the time, we just have to keep 
up with what’s going on in Hollywood and 
universal, like Harry Potter glasses and 
Sponge Bob,” Ruiz said.

A pair glasses lasts longer for adults 
than for children. “Kids outgrow their 
glasses or break them faster,” Ruiz said. 
Children as young as 6 years can use 
contact lenses, he said.

With children going back to school 
soon, parents are encouraged to get their 
eye exams out of  the way. Keep you child 
healthy, Ruiz said.
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Contact Ide Lehner at ilehner@kdhnews.
com or 254-501-7568.

Eye exams key to getting good education

From Sta�  Reports

Hearing ability is very important. It is 
critical for speech and language develop-
ment as well as academic performance. 
Schools require hearing test before the 
academic year starts. 

Hearing screenings are conducted 
in day care centers and periodically 
throughout the school-age years within 
the school system by law. Some schools 
perform hearing tests twice a year, 
although annual testing is preferred. 
“Hearing testing is usually first done 
shortly after birth,” explained Dr. Melody 
Martin, Au.D, Ph.D. and owner of  Martin 
Audiology in Waco.

Many hospitals have hearing screen-
ing programs placed in nurseries she 
said. When you take your child to a pedia-
trician they also screen for hearing loss 
during regular visits.

Children develop symptoms that 
indicate hearing problems. Some of  the 
symptoms include the child complaining 
of  ear pain, decreased hearing ability, 
ringing or noises in the ears, the child 
may have the TV unusually loud, does not 
always respond when name is called or 
has difficulty hearing in the presence of  
background noise, Martin said.

If  a child has a hearing problem, he 
or she should have a formal evaluation by 
an audiologist and then see their doctor 
if  a true loss of  hearing exists. “Hearing 
loss can worsen and there is a danger of  
untreated ear infections, such as leading 
to meningitis or permanent loss,” she 
said.

There are several causes that affect 
hearing loss in children. “Statistics say 
that 20 percent of  the children have hear-
ing loss issues,” Martin said. Although 

hearing loss can be corrected, it depends 
on what type of  loss a child has. Some 
hearing corrections require amplifica-
tion. Some variety of  noise sources 
that risk hearing loss include personal 
stereos, sporting events, band class, is-
sues, motorbikes, farm equipment, movie 
theaters, shop class, arcades, concerts, 
firearms, firecrackers, and power tools as 
well as the iPod.

“Listening to the iPod at full volume 
for even five minutes a day can increase 
the risk of  hearing loss in a typical 
child,” she said, “The iPod should be 
about half  the volume and if  the child’s 
ears ring after usage, it is too loud.” Most 
devices are regulated so that when you 
turn the device at half  level, it is safe.

Hearing tests are not expensive. Clin-
ics accept payment plans, insurance, or 
nominal charge. Hearing tests are also 
done at health fairs and health screen-
ings.

For parents or students interested 
in hearing exams before the school year 
starts, contact any of  the following:

Martin Audiology Associates
Waco Office
4716 W. Waco Drive
Waco, Texas 76710
Phone: (254) 772-7253
Fax: (254) 772-4981

Heritage Hearing Center
2201 S. W. S. Young Drive # 103C
Killeen, TX 76543-5350
Phone: (254) 200-9084

American Hearing Center
2806 S. W.S. Young Drive
Suite C
Killeen, TX 76542
Phone: (254) 680-3444

Good hearing crucial to language 
development, academic success
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Special to the Herald

The Killeen Independent School District 
Board of  Trustees through board policy has 
developed several opportunities for parents 
to request student transfers from one school 
attendance zone to another for logistical and 
unique course offering purposes. A brief  
explanation of  these transfers is described 
below.

1. Child Care/Supervision transfers are 
available for children in Pre-K through 8th 
grade on a space available basis. This trans-
fer may be requested if  a family member, 
other private individual, or child-care center 
is to care for and supervise the child before/
after school each day. Such a transfer may 
be granted to a school which is located in 
the attendance zone that contains the child 
care provider. The receiving school principal 
grants/denies child care transfers.

2. Senior Option transfers are available to 
high school senior students whose circum-
stances may have changed due to a change in 
residence or other factor. These students may 
apply to remain at the campus where they 
completed their junior year. The receiving 
high school principal grants/denies senior 
option transfers.

3. Military Post transfers are available to all 
military personnel and federally connected 
personnel who work on Fort Hood. Pre-K 
through 8th grade transfers are available for 
students who reside off  post to transfer to 
any school located within Fort Hood on a 

space available basis. The receiving school 
principal grants/denies military post transfers.

4. Special Consideration transfers may be 
requested for extenuating circumstances or 
hardships. In addition, special consideration 
transfers may be requested for students who 
want to attend a campus outside their atten-
dance zone in order to participate in “unique 
courses.” The Executive Director for Student 
Services grants/denies extenuating circum-
stances/special consideration transfers.

5. Out of  District transfers may be request-
ed for students residing outside of  the Killeen 
Independent School District attendance zone. 
However, only certain elementary, middle, 
and high schools are open for Out of  District 
transfers which are determined and set for 
the school year. Out of  District transfers can 
be picked up at Student Services. The execu-
tive director for Student Services approves/
disapproves out-of-district transfers.

All of  the above transfers are subject to 
students being in good standing for atten-
dance and discipline. Additionally, all of  
these transfers are subject to space avail-
ability. Transportation of  students who are 
attending a campus on an approved transfer 
is the responsibility of  the parent or guard-
ian. Parents should be mindful that a transfer 
may have implications for UIL eligibility at 
the high school level.

For more information on transfers please 
check with your local school, the KISD Web 
site (www.killeenisd.org), or contact Student 
Services at 336-2822

KISD offers parents
transfer opportunities
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Sta�  Reports

Salado Independent School District 
opened the doors to its new high school 
last year on Farm-to-Market 2484 and 
Williams road. The new school houses up 
to 600 students, alleviating overcrowding 
issues as the district enrollment contin-
ues to grow yearly. 

The old high school became a junior 
high for grades 7 and 8. 

Salado ISD has four campuses, Thom-
as Arnold Elementary School, Salado 
Intermediate School, Salado Junior High 
School and Salado High School.

Salado ISD also welcomed a new 
superintendent last year, Billy Wiggins.

The Salado girls basketball pro-
gram has a new coach this year as well. 
Jeanette McKinney became the third 
Lady Eagles hoops coach in as many 
seasons when she was approved by the 
Salado ISD school board in meeting last 
month. McKinney comes to Salado from 
Schreiner University in Kerrville, and 
replaces Randy Henderson, who led the 
Lady Eagles to a 27-10 record and a berth 
in the Class 2A state tournament during 
his only season at Salado.

The SISD Board of  Trustees is made 
up of  President Darrell Street, Vice 

President Kim Bird, Deborah Aldridge, 
Rodney Bell, Miriam Ervi, Jim Reed and 
Chris Seaton.

New student registration will be Aug. 
3 from 8 a.m. to noon and 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
at the Salado Intermediate School, next to 
elementary campus.

Please have the following: Birth certif-
icate, Social Security card, immunization 
record, proof  of  residency (lease agree-
ment or deed, or two utility bills), drivers 
license of  person enrolling student, 
report card/TAKS.

The first day of  School is Aug. 24.
For more information, visit www.

saladoisd.org.

Salado’s two new campuses
going into second year

By Hayley Kappes
Killeen Daily Herald

Belton Independent School District’s 
motto, “Every Kid is a Winner,” expresses 
the heart of  its mission — to provide an 
education that challenges all students to 
succeed.

BISD served more than 8,500 students 
last school year and has more than 1,200 
employees. 

Student population has increased 250-
300 students each year for the past several 
years, with more than 8,700 expected for 
this fall. The first day of  school is Monday, 
Aug. 24.

The district is composed of  eight 
elementary schools, two middle schools and 
two high schools. 

Public Information Coordinator Judy 
Owens said the district showed improve-
ment on the Texas Assessment of  Knowl-
edge and Skills, performing better on the 
2009 TAKS than previous years. Final TAKS 
scores will be released at the end of  July.

BISD’s Long Range Facilities Planning 
Committee met during the spring and fall 
of  2008 to consider district facilities needs, 
among them a bond issue to build a new 
middle school. 

Voters did not approve the $38.9 million 
issue in the May 9 election, which would 
have also allocated money for districtwide 
technology improvements and sport facility 
upgrades.

The committee will continue to meet 
during this school year in preparation for 
possibly another bond election to meet the 
district’s needs.

“The community recognizes that our 
primary focus is our students and supports 
us by seeing that our facilities are special 
places for our students to learn,” said Dr. 
Vivian Baker, superintendent. “We work 
hard to be good stewards of  our taxpay-
ers’ dollars. We are a growing district and 
continually strive to provide the best for 
our students.”

New administrators who will begin in 
August include: Sandra Velo, coordinator 
for 504 and dyslexia; Cynthia Zawieja, direc-
tor of  school nutrition; Diana Dirk, coordi-
nator of  special education; and Joe Peterka, 
executive director of  operations.   
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Contact Hayley Kappes at hayleyk@kdh-
news.com or 254-501-7568.

Belton ISD’s student population 
expected to continue growing

Herald/File Photo
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From Sta�  Reports

Florence Independent School District 
is looking forward to beginning a success-
ful 2009-10 school year.

It has some new names heading up its 
athletics departments, however.

The district most recently named 
Frode “Burney” Andersen as girls 
basketball coach, Shawn Treston as boys 
basketball coach and promoted Drake 
Stanczak to head cross country coach and 
Brett Gola to varsity softball coach.

As classes start this August for the 
district’s three schools, FISD officials are 
expecting enrollment to slightly increase, 
and is expected to be about 1,100 this year.

It has been two years since the Flor-
ence ISD has made significant changes 
in staffing as well as infrastructure. This 
included hiring a new principal for the 
middle school, Steve Ham, as well as a 
new athletic director.

It also been a year since the renova-
tions of  the Florence Elementary School 
and the athletic field were completed in 
time for the school year.

Florence ISD superintendent, John 

Van Dever, is settling in the school dis-
trict maintain their successes after a full 
year under his belt.

This year his focus is to exceed the 
goals from last year and the expectations 
of  how Florence ISD students will per-
form academically.

He said that Florence ISD wants to 
raising the state rating exceptionally. 

The Board of  Trustees is made up of  
the following:

Cristy Daniell - President Place 3
Patricia Fox - Vice President, Place 5
Joan Caskey - Secretary Place 4 - term 

expires this year.
Craig Clark - Member, Place 7 
Dena Shelton - Member, Place 1
Tom Maynard - Member, Place 6 
Anita Wiseman - Member, Place 2

For more information on Flor-
ence ISD, visit http://Florence.
tx.schoolwebpages.com.

Florence ISD hires new
coaches, set for new year

By Alicia Lacy
Killeen Daily Herald

Campus extracurricular programs are 
already in progress so as the new school year 
approaches, Gatesville Independent School 

District officials are 
working to strengthen 
in the areas of  parent 
involvement and academ-
ics.

Gatesville ISD super-
intendent, Stewart Speer 
said there aren’t any new 

changes in the district as far as student life and 
procedures, but the district’s goals for the new 
school year include improving academics.

During the 2007-08 school year, the district 
earned the rating of  academically acceptable 
on the Texas Education Agency’s Academic 
Excellence Indicator Report.

“It’s always academics to get the kids to 
meet new state requirements,” Speer said 
about the district’s focus.

Some of  the new programs being 
implemented this next school year include a 
parent portal, CSCOPE curriculum, eChalk 
and a newly-hired district special education 
specialist.

Speer said the parent portal is an online 
database that will allow parents to access 
their students’ grades online, giving parents a 
means to be more involved in their children’s 
academics.

The district will have parent training 
opportunities to help parents navigate the 

Internet so they can utilize the portal. 
The eChalk program is an online blog 

that enables students in grades kindergarten 
through 12 to chat with teachers online.

Speer said the program would help 
improve communication between the students 
and teachers and allow students to ask ques-
tions when at home doing school work.

With the addition of  the programs, Speer 
said he hopes it will generate more parent/stu-
dent involvement in the district.

According to the Web site, CSCOPE is a 
comprehensive, customized, user-friendly 
curriculum management system primarily 
focused to impact instructional practices 
in the classroom to improve student perfor-
mance. The program can be used by teachers 
and administrators that focus in the areas 
of  professional development and training, 
curriculum and assessment and innovative 
technology. 

For the district that took home state in 3A 
boys’ golf  and girls power lifting, Speer said 
programs the schools offer will be available 
during registration for students to sign up. 
The high school’s band program kicked off  
last week with football starting Aug. 3.

In addition, the district will break ground 
for a new library at Gatesville Primary School.
Speer said the district’s enrollment should 
remain about 2,700 students. 
“We haven’t’ grown and we don’t anticipate 
any growth,” he said. “It’s been pretty stable.”
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Contact Alicia Lacy at alacy@kdhnews.com 
or 254-501-7568.

Gatesville ISD strengthening parent 
involvement in new school year
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By Rebecca Hertz
Killeen Daily Herald

The Lampasas Independent School 
District has five campuses and serves 
approximately 3,350 students in Lam-
pasas and Kempner. 

The new Lampasas High School 
and Taylor Creek Elementary will 
open this fall. A $48.8 million bond 
passed by voters in May 2007 funded 
construction of  the new facilities.

It has been a busy summer with 
the new school construction proj-
ects and orchestrating the moves. 
As construction nears completion, 
move-in has already begun in prepa-
ration for the Aug. 24 start date for 
the fall semester. Lampasas Middle 
School will relocate into the old high 
school building.

Lampasas ISD was rated as aca-
demically acceptable by the Texas 
Education Agency for the 2007-08 
school year, and although the ratings 
for last year are not yet available, 
Nelda Fortune, assistant superinten-
dent for curriculum and instruction, 
does not expect the status to change.

With new textbooks and the cur-
riculum in place, the district is plac-
ing academic emphasis on the math 
program and improving scores on the 
Texas Assessment of  Knowledge and 
Skills test. The district will also focus 
on programs and activities to help 
at-risk students.

“We are working toward becoming 
recognized and hope to achieve that goal 
this year or next year,” Fortune said.

There are two new additions to 
the LISD team. Randy Hoyer was 
hired as the new superintendent of  
schools in July and is looking for-
ward to his new role in the district. 
He doesn’t anticipate any widespread 
changes and plans to evaluate cur-
rent programs, focusing on improv-
ing the TAKS scores.

Mark Kehoe 
will serve as the 
new principal for 
Lampasas High 
School. Kehoe 
served as an 
assistant prin-
cipal at Lampa-
sas High School 
prior to leaving 
in 2008 to join 
Midland ISD as 
senior class principal at Robert E. Lee 
High School.

The athletic department has 
implemented a revision for hair-
length guidelines. Hair must be above 
the eyebrows, above the bottom of  the 
ear and above the top of  the shirt col-
lar. Hair should be clean and neatly 
kept, of  natural color with no designs 
dyed or cut into it. Extreme hairstyles 
such as Mohawks will not be allowed. 
There are no other changes to the 
district dress code policy.

New student registration begins 
on July 30, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. for Pre-K 
through eighth  grade at Kline Whitis 
Elementary School. High school new 
student registration will take place in 
the Lampasas High School cafeteria 
and is scheduled for 11th- and 12th-
graders on Aug. 10, and for ninth- and 
10th-graders on Aug 11, from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. LHS late registration is Aug. 19, 
from 5 to 7 p.m.

High school orientation will be 
held Aug. 19. Seniors meet at 5 p.m., 
juniors at 5:30 p.m., sophomores at 6 
p.m. and freshmen from 1 to 4 p.m.

Parents and students will have the 
opportunity to meet the teachers on 
Aug. 18, from 6 to 8 p.m. for Lampasas 
Middle School, and Aug. 20, 5 to 6 p.m. 
for all elementary schools.

The first day of  school is Aug. 24.
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Contact Alicia Lacy at alacy@kdhnews.
com or 254-501-7568.

New Campuses await
Lampasas ISD students
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The relationship of  Texas Pri-
vate Accreditation Commission 
(TEPSAC) with the State Com-
missioner of  Education allows 
the transferability of  student 
credits earned in accredited 
non-public schools to Texas 
public schools. “The cost for a 
student to attend private school 
is $5,700 for the whole year in 
high school level and decreases 
as the grade level goes down,” 
said Jim Bell, director develop-
ment of  communications.

The grade levels for private 
schools are the same as pub-
lic schools. “There is Kinder 
through fifth grade for elemen-
tary, six grade through eighth 
grade for middle school, and 
ninth grade through 12th grade 
for high school,” Bell said.

The advantage of  a private 
school is that classes are small-

er, about 15 to 20 students in the 
class. The child receives more 
attention and the environment 
is different, he said.

Private schools also offer the 
full sports section including 
football, basketball as well as 
choir and a fine arts program. 
A new program being offered 
is the leadership program were 
students will get the opportu-
nity to travel to San Antonio, 
Europe, and Washington D.C, 
where they will get to meet 
members of  congress and devel-
op leadership skills, he said.

“Our hope is to teach stu-
dents knowledge, responsibility 
and leadership skills so they can 
be 15 to 20 years ahead of  their 
peers after graduation, whether 
they go to college or to the work-
force,” Bell said.

For parents or students inter-
ested in charter schools or pri-
vate schools in the area, contact 
any of  the following:

Central Texas Christian School
4141 W. Farm-to-Market 93
Temple, TX 76502
(254) 939-5700
www.ctclions.com

Holy Trinity Catholic High School
418 N. 11th
Temple, TX 76501
(254) 771-0787
www.holytrinitychs.org

Killeen Junior Adventist Academy
3412 Lake Road
Killeen, TX 76543
(254) 699-9466

Lighthouse Christian Academy
2904 Trimmier Road No. 3
Killeen, TX 76542
(254) 554-2378
www.lighthouse-christian-academy.
com

Montessori School
5610 E. Central Texas Expressway, 
Suite 2
Killeen, TX 76543
(254) 680-7500
www.templemontessori.com

New Beginnings Christian
  Academy
3621 E. Veterans Memorial Blvd.
Killeen, TX 76543
(254) 690-4255

Richard Milburn Academy
1001 E. Veterans Memorial Blvd.
Killeen, TX 76544
(254) 634-4444
www.richardmilburnacademy.org

Transformative Charter
  Academy
807 N. Eighth St.
Killeen, TX 76541
(254) 628-8989
www.transformativecharter.org

St. Joseph’s Catholic School
2901 E. Rancier Ave.
Killeen, TX 76543
(254) 634-7272
www.stjosephkilleen.org

Source: Texas Private Schoo l
Accreditation Commission Web

site at www.tepsac.org/

Private and charter schools offer unique education experience
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