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Chevy's new sports coupe bears the
badge of a classic American muscle
car which tracks way back to 1966
when the first Camaro coupe and cot-
vertihle rolled off 4 Chevrolet assem-
bly line.

From the outset, Camaro’s muscle
impressed, such as the original izsue's
optional 55350 package with a V§ en-
gine spiked to 285 hp.

Other powerful versions followed
through several decades until 1993
when a fourth generational edition
emerged with more horsepower, the
suspension tweaked and tuned, and ad-
ditional cabin space for driver and pas-
sengers. That design with coupe and
convertible variations extended to the
2002 terminal models representing 35
vears of production.

The resurrection of Camarn for 2010
begins with GAM's global BWD archi-
tecture, which was developed in Aus-
tralia bv Holden, the Down Under sub-
sidiary of GM,

To compete in a global market, the
pverall length of the car has been lim-
ited to less than five meters - or pre-
cisely at 190.4 inchss,

Fromt suspension iz multi-link, a
dual-ball strut-tvpe arrangement with
direct-acting ztabilizer bar and
fully adjustable
camhber,

Chrome-coated block letters
mounted on the lip of the tailgate
identify Chevy&apos:s new CUV as
the E-Q-U-I-M-0-X, a word referring to
that moment in spring and fall when
day and night are equal and the world
is in perfect halance,

This theme of equilibrium applies
to Equinox the Chevy CUV because
it strikes a halahce as a car-based ve-
hicle which resembles a sleek sport
utility wagon but functions like a
family-friendly minivan and drives
like an easy-riding sedan.

It blends the best traits of a tradi-
tional SUV — such as the tall stance
and spacious cabin with flexible seat-
ing and generous cargo capacity --
with favored traits of a tightly con-
structed =zedan, as itfapos.s easy
to enter the low-rise cabin, easy to
maneuver the vehicle around town
in traffic and easy to park it on a
crowided lot,

The 2010 Chevrolet Egquinox, com-
pletely redesigned with a choice of
two new fuel-thrifty engines, also

caster and toe

The 4.51link independent rear sus-
pension shows a unique L-shaped up-
per control arm which attaches to the
knuckle at one end and has a ride bush-
ing in the rear: it mounts on a sub-frame
with double isolation to minimize ve-
hicle body motions and dampen road
imperfections,

Two suspension packages are of-
fered: The FE2 sport tuning applies
to Camarc with a V& engine, while
the firmer FE3 performance package
works with the VE,

Steering, firm and precise due to a
rack and pinion arrangement with
speed-sensing variable assistance,
feels direct and balanced.

And the four-wheel disc brakes are
big, befitting a powerful performance
Car,

Camaro with a V6 engine carries
12.64-inch vented rotors up front and
128.4-inch rotors in the rear with zingle-
piston alloy calipers front and rearn

Camaro with the ¥§ aboard has 14-
inch vented front rotors and 14.4-inch
rear rotors plus the Brembo four-piston
fixed aluminum
calipers.

adds FWD or AWD options.

Trims for the 2010 CUV line up as
the Equinox LS, LT and LTZ.

Equinox iz constructed with an in-
tegral body-frame structure which
compares to a FWD car rather than
the conventional SUV&apos;s rear-
wheel-drive (EWD) bodv-on-frame
truck platform

Size-wise, the new Equinox rides on
a platform which has the same 112.5-
inch wheelbaze as the original edi-
tion, yet the front wheel track mea-
sures about an inch wider to improve
ride and handling traits.

The sleck structure, comprising tar-
geted applications of high-strength
steel, adds an inch in overall width
compared to the 2005 version but
lops off about an inch in length and
height.

A fully independent suspension fea-
tures struts up front with tuned coil
springs and direct-acting stabilizer
bar

In back Equinox fotes a four-link
design with coil springs and trailing

The standard ABS (anti-lock brake
system) is fullv integrated with GM's
high-tech StabiliTrak electronic stabil-
ity control system.

All Camaro issues also get a load of
paszive safety equipment, including
frontal air bags and seat-mounted side
air bags for riders on the front seats
and curtain-style air bags concealed
in headliners above side windows for
first and second rows,

Camaro for 2010 trims out in three
models: Camare LS, Camaro LT and
Camaro 55,

Camaro LS and LT models tote a Ve
engine borrowed from the CTS sports
sedan by Cadillac,

The direct-injected 3.6-liter six with
dual overhead cams and VVT (variable
valve timing) generates 304 hp at 6400
rpm with the torque pushed to 273 1b-
ft at 5200 rpim.

Standard transmission with the V&
iz a smooth-to-shift six-speed manual
gearbox by Aisin, the AYS,

Also available is an electronically
controlled six-speed automatic, GMs
Hyvdra-Matic 6150, with driver shift
contral via pad-
dles on

arm, a stabilizer bar and hvdraalic
link bushings.

ateering is a rack and pinion design
with variable assistance. An electric
power steering {EPS) svstem replaces
an hyvdraulic apparatus with the base
four-cylinder engine.

The brakes have been upgraded to
inchude a large disc at every wheel
with linkage o an anti-lock brake
svatem (ABS) plus StabiliTrak,
GME&apos:s electronic vehicle skid
controd system.

All editions roll on standard 17-inch
painted aluminum wheels capperd
by P225/656R17 all-season blackwall
fires,

M brings two new high-tech en-
gines to the 2010 Equinox featuring
dual overhead cams (DOHC), elec-
tronic throttle control (ETC), direct
injection (DI} technology and vari-
ahle valve timing {(VVT).

The transaxle is a fuel-saving Hy-
dra-Matic six-speed electronically
controlled automatic. The Hydra-Ma-
tic 6745 mates with the four-cylinder

the steering wheel,

Camaro 58 pairs the Corvetie L3
f.2-liter V& with the TRS060 Treme:
six-zpeed manual.

To get A six-speed automatic shifter
for Camaro 85, the engine shifis to
GM's L899 version (400 hp at 5900 rpm
and torgue of 410 1b-ft at 4300 rpm)
working with the Hydra-Matic 6LA0D
electronically controlled automatic
overdrive transmission with torgue
converter clutch.

Camaro’s stub-nosed hood stretches
long and the body's beltline on flanks
seems tall, with a roofline tapering
down toward the rear and shaping win-
dow glass to triangles.

Front and rear overhangs have been
whittled away and the big wheels
on front and back corners convey
an impression of strength and swift
performance.

Despite its low-slung and muscu-
lar posture, Camaro provides a pas-
senger compartment of sizable scale,
Lavout of the cabin consizts of two big
sport buckets in front and a back bench
that's broad enough for three.

Chevrolet establishes MSRP fig-
ures for the 2010 Camaro beginning at
822,450 for Camaro LS with the V&, Ca-

maro 58 with the LS3 V8 runs
up from $30,250.

engine and the Hydra-Matic 6770 ap-
plies to the V.

Standard plant for all three trims is
the Ecotec 2.4-1iter cast aluminum in-
line-four engine which develops 162
hp at 6700 rpm and 172 1b-ft of torgue
at 4900 rpm.

The federal EPA seis fuel economy
numbers for this Equinos powertrain
at 22 mpg City and 30 mpg Highway
with FWD, or 20 mpg City and 20 mpg
Highway with AW

Optional engine for Equinox LT or
LTZ is a cast aluminuwm 3.0-liter V&
which generates 264 hp at 6950 rpm
and 222 Ib-ft of torgue at 5100 rpm.

With the Vé aboard, EPA fuel econ-
omy scores amount to 1T mpg City
and 26 mpg Highway with FWD, or 17
mpg City and 24 mpg Highway with
AW pean

Flan for the five-seat cabin pitches
a pair of comfortable bucket seats on
the cockpit row separated by a foor-
mounted console,

A bench seat on the second row
splits and folds and also slides fore
and aft by eight inches (o vary leg-
room. Chevy labels this bench as a
Multi-Flex zeat. In the rear-most po-
sition the legroom is by far the best
in class.

Cargo space in Equinox is also
good. With the rear bench up, the flat-
floored cargo bay has 31.4 cubic feet
of stow room. With the back bench
folded down, the bay expands to 63.7
cubic feet.

Crearstandard on Equinox Ls ranges
from air conditioning and power cot-
trals for windows and door locks and
mirrors to daytime running lights,
a steering whee] that tilts and tele-
seopes, the driverfapos:s seat with
four-way manual movements, croise
control and remote kevless entry de-
viee, a driver information system, the
audic kit with six speakers and AR/
FM/CDMP3S plaver, plus XM satellite
radic and GM&apos;s OnStar fele-
communications equipment,

Chevrolet establishes MSEP figures
as low as §22,450 for Eguinox LS FWD
and 224 200 for Equinox LS AWIL
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